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HISTORY OP PORTUGAL. 

CHAP. I. 

General Description rf Portugal, and its History 

under its Counts, 

THII$ is the most westerly kingdom of Ea« 
rope, being bounded on the west and south 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the east and north 
by Spain. Its extreme length is three hundred 
and sixty miles, and its greatest bread tii one hnn* 
dred and twenty 5 and it contains about twenty- 
tcrea ihoosand square miles^ with a population of 
above two millioiis. 

Lusitania is the Latin name constantly ap« 
propriated to this country by modem writers ) 
but jthe limits of the ancient Lusitania by no 
means corresponded with the present Portugal, 
of whose etymology various origins are given : 
one, which at least possesses the semblance of 
probability, is, that a number of Gauls having 
landed at Porto, it received the appellation of 
Portus Galbj-um, and in process of time, the 
name Jwiiijg. softened, was gradually extended 
to tbt wihofe country; bat when this event hap- 
pened, mt what occanoned the migration of the 
Gauls, §stt particulars buried in oblivion. Am* 
ther ctyjiaategy, which has more certain foun- 
dationi in hiitoiyy is as follows; on an emi- 
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nence which overlooks the-nipotb of the river 
Douxoitood an ancient town, named Cate> which 
proving inconvenient for trade, a town or ham- 
let was erected on the shore, and called For? 
tus Cale, or the Havfen of Cale 5 and by a re- 
finement in language, Portucalia. At length an 
episcopal see Was erected here, the ()ishops of 
which subscribed themselves Portucalepses, an^ 
the name of the city y^as transferred to the dio^ 
cese, which in early times was almost co-exten- 
^ive with the little country where the sovereignty 
originally began. As the dominions, however, 
were enlarged by successive conquests, the name 
c^ th^ diocese was lost^ but the kingdom still rer 
tained it. 

Sitqated between 37 ai^'d Afl degrees of north 
latitude, the air of Portugal would be excessively 
hot, were it not refreshed by sea-hrcezes tpward^ 
the sputh, and cooled by frequent rains toward^ 
the north. The spring is extremely delig^itful in 
this climate \ and the whole country is ble^t with 
J a happier temperature than Spain. The air of 
Ljsbon, from its balmy softness, has justly been 
|repc|tpd highly salutary in pulmonic pomplaints ; 
and mapy invalids of that description take a 
yoyagfs thither frpm Great Britain with the hap- 
piest effect^. 

The 9oil is abundantly fertile in wine, oil, 
lemons, oranges, pomegranates, figs, raisins, 
almond^, and other choice fruits ; but fropfi the 
low state of agriculture rather than natural ste- 
rility, there is a considerable deficiency in corn. 
Both the sea and the rivers produce excellent 
£sh. The horses are brisk and lively, but slight 
inade, and on account c^ their being surer 
foptedi XQViles are most in rei^uest for draught 



and burden. The pastores being generalTf Tery 

indifferent, neither cattle nor sbeep are very na« 

tnerons ; bat hogs and kids are plentiful, and 

thrlr flesh tender and nutritive. The Portuguese 

%ines. When old nnd genuine, are esteemed noC 

only safe to drink, but salutary to the human con* 

ititution ; but the whole kingdom does not pro* 

duce half the quantity that is drank in London 

only, under the specious name of port. 

The general aspect of Portugal is mountainouf 
or rather rocky. The chief ranges are those 
which diride Algarra from Alentejo; those of 
Tras-o8 Montes, and the rock of Lisbon at the 
efflux of the Tajo. These contain mines of sil« 
ver, copper, tio> and iion> beautifully veined 
marble, gems, and fossils. Near Lisbon is a 
nine of salt-petre. The principal rivers are the 
Minho; the Limia, anciently the celebrated 
Lethe ; the Cavado ; the Douro ; the Guadiana ; 
and the Tajo or Tagus, which was famed for 
its golden saiods. The last is the largest river in 
the kingdom. Portugal also contains several lakei 
and medicinal springs; and natural hoc hatha 
are found in the provinces of Alganra and Eatie- 
madura. 

Popery is the nnly religion tolerated in Por- 
tugal; yet^ there are many concealed lewi 
and heretics even in the higher ranks, among 
the ecclesiastics as well as the laity. 1 he inqui- 
sition, that eternal disgrace to reaioo and rt- 
li^ioti, reigns here in iiill force, iboogb it it 
now used chiefly as a state ei^ne; and tlie 
burning of tho« who are condemned bf fla 
finiiguiuary tribunals is called an tmi^ de ft, i^t 
" net of faith.** The patriarch cf L««bon is 

B 3 jBOcjaO^px''''^ 
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generally n cardiiialy .aod a peirson pf the highest 
birth. Indeed, the tefenoes Qf several of the 
^clesiastics ^r^ suited to the dignity of princes. 

The language differs only provinpially froot^ 
that of Spain j apd both ^e derived fron^ thp 
Latin*. The Portuguese is spoken along the coast 
cf AfHca abd Asia as fax as China, but with 
an intermixture .of many different lapguagef. 
Though there are two universities in Pprtugal^ 
those/ of Cunmbra ^nd Evora, learning i« ac a 
very low ebb : yet . the defept lips pot i^ the 
jgemus of tfie people, but in their educatipn. The 
ancestors of the present Portuguese, ai30ut the 
middle of the sixteenth century, were possessed 
of more oiatberoatical knowledge than all the rest 
of thp world } apd Gatnoens, who was both a 
poet and a voyager^ wpo^d clo l^onour to anj 
Country. 

Lisbon is die papital of Portujp^l, pnd is pom^ 
puted to. contain 200,600 inhabitants. It suft 
iered one of the niost dreadful visitation^ of Pro* 
videope in an eaithquake #, en AU-saipts day 
1755, apd to this day has x|ot recofvered its for? 
mer splendpqr y yet it makes a delightful and 
superb appearance^ and, next to London an4 
Amsterdiim, is accoi^nted the i6nest port in £u« 
xope. Oporto is the second dty in the king* 
dom: the chief article of its conuperce if 
wine. 

The oianufacturef in Portugal are neither 
numerous nor important; bi^t its foreign trade 
is very cqnsiderable, especially with England, 
whicb^ io return for wine and fruitf, ^epds mucli 

* ^e Appendix. 

woollen 
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woollen .clotb and other articles, great part of 
>\'tiic)i is again exported to cbe distant dependeo* 
cics of this country. 

llie Por^dguc^se forei^ fettlementt are of im« 
nirose value,, and vastly improveable. Bra* 
zil, the tsle^of- Cape Vtjrd, Madeira^ and the 
Azores, are ibp principal of ^hese. Coa is their 
chief remaining estabHshmpnt in thjB iast Indies, 
to which they origpnally |Mived the wbj, at a 
period when they were ip the aenlt|| j;^ their 
glory. 

The political constitution of Portpga] }$ an 
absolute hereditary monarchy ; apd states or par* 
liaments, which were anciently in osa here at 
well as in Spain, have long since become pbso* 
lete. The royal pities are, *' King pf I'or^jgal and 
the Algaryes, on this side and ilip other side of tb<^ 
sea of A^ica ; )x)rd of puinea, and of the naviga* 
tton, coniquests, and commerce of Ethiopia, Ara- 
bia^ Persia, India, &c. The heir apparent to the 
crnwn is styled Prinze of Brazil j and by the ft^ 
vonr of Pope Benedict XIV. the king has the far^ 
ther title of *• His Most Faithful Majiesty.'* ' . 

For the administration of the civil goverpment^ 
there is a council of state; fo^ military affairs^ 
a council of war; ifor t^ie finances, a treasury 
court ; and for the disjtrib.ution of justiqe, several 
high tribunals w.itha variety of subordinate courts* 
The cities hnve their particular magistrates. The 
juridical proceedings are regulated by the Roman 
law, the royal edicts, the canon law, and the 
papal mandates. 

Business is generally transacted in this country 
in the mornings and evenings, and noon is the tioAC 
pf rest, as is jis4Md in other warm climates* 

There are several gradations of nobility, di« 

B 3 VvSft^ 



6 PORTUGAL. 

vided into the high and low. Tlie high nobility 
have the title of dons, and are addressed by the 
king himself with the epitliet of illustrious : the 
inferior nobility or gentry are termed hidalgos, 
but cannot assume tlie title of don without license 
from the king. 

' The revenues^ of the crown aregcalculated to 
amount to upwards of 2,0CX),000U sterling, which 
is a vast sum to be raised from such a small 
country. Certain it is. that the imposts and taxel 
run excessively high, and the diamonds and gold of 
Brazil, together with various other sources of^ re- 
venue, produce considerable sums. Thcsuppres- 
sion of the Jesuits and other religions orders and 
institutions, has likewise tended to increase the 
royal income. 

• The Portuguese military and naval forces arc 
far from being adequate to tlic detence of the 
country. Indeed, for a great length of time, 
they have depended chiefly for pio-eciiun on Kng- 
land, which, from different commercial and po- 
Ktical connexions, is deeply interested in snp. 
porting thti independence and integr ty of this 
country, for which it has made many important 
sacrifices. 

There are several orders of knighthood in 
Portugal ; the principal are the order <.f Chhsr ; 
Ae order of St. James ; the order of Avis , aud 
fbe order of St. John. Contrasted with their 
neighbours the Spaniards, the Portuguese are con- 
sidered as inferior both in person and genius. 
They arc said to be extremely haughty, treache- 
rous and crafty *, addicted to avarice ; vindic- 
tive, malicious and cruel. The lower orders 
have a strong propensity to pilfering; yet it 
ntast be allowed that^ as a uatioo^ tliey have on 

many 
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many occasionfl dtspUjed the greatest 

and most uadauoted bravery. 

The wocneo have black fporidiog eyci, 

oVive complexions, which they inprofe by art 
lu conversation, they are lifdy aod witiy, nd 
jrr &diil to liave a rice tense of bonoor. Wbca 
they go abrofj on foot, they ase long veflt vbidi 
cover their Meads, bat leave tbdr ha» tvpcmed^ 
Their bloono lasts btsi a short cime, aod decay m 
hastened br the very meacis they resoft sd, n 
order to prolong their chaniM. 

'Portugal, though still a kiogdonof vcrylfBifed 
extent, was originally mocb smaller. Both Spa- 
nish and Portuguese htstoriaris agree, that Dmi 
Al|>h(Yn<o, king of Castiicand huo, and son la 
Don Ferdinand the Great, bestowed bis daag^eer 
Dnnna Teresa in marriage opoo an iUcutrMoa 
fttrant^er, named Don Henry, anJ gave bio aa her 
nu;>tial portion, the frontier province wbicb \m 
h.id rr nqiiered from the Moors, l>^ng sooth otf 
the river Mioho, with the title of cooot. TbviDioB 
Henry, it af>pcars, was the graodjoo of BflbeitL 
duke (y{ Kur^undy, who was yocogrr brodMf 
to H<*nry I. of France ^ bat there n socfa 
discordancy Utween tke early oatlte wrifersre« 
9| ccting ti:c time and the occasion fA this i«ivev« 
titure, that we are obliged to appSy to less ptnal 
and prejudiced sources, for the ioibruiatioa we 
want. 

I'he facts sreni to be as follow, Don Alpfy>nso^ 
justly a{>preheniive that hts sricceu in tsik'tng fke 
city of I'oledo would draw down on him ail the 
vengeance of the Moors, sent to demand assi^'' 
ancc from Philip I. of France, and the, doke of 
Burgundy, whose daoghter be had married. 
Boili princes acceded to his xeqoe&; > ar.d ;% ivo- 
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tresses. The effects of this misunderstanditig 
might have proved fatal to .the new state, had 
not the bishop of Compostella, at this critical 
juncture, demanded leave to retire with his 
vassals. His assistance was so necessary td 
Urraca, and she was so much provoked at his 
tergiversation^ that she threw him into prison. 
This hasty action, which was dictated only by 
passion, - excited a violent commotion among her 
own subjects ; in consequence of which, the Por* 
taguese were relieved from their apprehetisions of 
an attack. 

' Teresa', however, fell into a similar error bf 
committing to prisop the archbishop ot' Braga, 
because, with the prudence natural to age and 
experience, be liad been tardy in supporting her 
pretended rights. The prelate was soon set at 
liberty by a papal bull ; but Donna Teresa at once 
lost influence and credit by her injudicious con-* 
duct towards him. 

. Not long after this affair, queen Urraca de^ 
parted this life, and all disputes were amicably 
adjusted jbetween Ter^a and Don Alphonso 
Raymond, her successor ; but, when every dis^ 
pute which had ever existed between them was 
supposed to be buried in oblivion, the king of 
A j^ Castile, being obliged to march with the 
* ,/. whole strength of his dominions against 
* his father-in-law, the king of Navarre and 
Aragon, Teresa treacheroujjly re- occupied Tuy ; 
from which,, however, she was soon driven with 
disgrace on the king's return. I'his was only 
the prelude to her misforiunej*. Her son being 
now arrived at the a;e of eighteen, and h.tving 
received an excellent education, was spurred on 
by some enemies of his mother's government^ to 

vindicate 
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findicate his own rights, and conTince his pM^ 
pie that he was able to defend both them and 
bimseif. With the impetuofiity of youth he 
fell in wfth the pro|X)8aJ, assumed the sovereign 
autl)omy, and in general met with a cbeertul 
obedience. His mother's party, however, wnt 
rery considerable, and tbry were determined 
to support her cause wkh their swords. Lest 
an acconimfxlatiou should take place, which 
would bare been fatal to their views, the parti- 
sans of the young prince persuaded him to give 
instant battle to the regent's forces, over whom 
be gained a signal and complete victory. Te- 
resa, after her defeat, took shelter in the castle of 
Legonaso, >\'hile her principal advisers fled 3 and 
Don Alonzo Euriquez, her son, investing the for- 
tress, obliged her to snrreiider, and afterwards 
imprisoned her for life. Sensible of her violent 
temper, he appears to h<nve been driven to this 
extremity by the urgency of his affairs} but he 
ipade her confinement easy tilt the time of her 
^eaih, which happened in less than (wo years. 

Don Alonzo £nriquez having thus attained the 
full and free possession of his hereditary do- . -^ 
minions, n)ade several unsuccessful attempts ' * 
on Galicia, to which his mother had insti- 
tuted pretensions ; but at last he was glad to 
make peace with Alphonso VII. king of Castile 
and Leon, who had assumed the title of emperor 
pftheSpains. 

About this time, the Moors taking advantage 
of the dissentions among their Christian neigh- 
boors, invaded Portugal with such immense 
armies, that, had not a plague broke out in 
their camp, jt would hay^ been im^sible to 

resist 
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resist diem* To increase the consternation and 

dismay of the Portuguese, the emperor Bon Al- 

phooso, passing the frontiers, carried fire and 

0word into thdr territories, llie prince of Por« 

ltugal> however, surprised and cut off a consider* 

able part of the eroperor*s arrays but this would 

liave availed him little^ had not the pope's legate 

interfered, and accommodated all differences be* 

Iween them. A peace was therefore concluded ^ 

and all places and prisoners takeii on either side, 

were mutually restored. In gratitude for this 

aenuce, Don Alonzo ofiered a voluntary tribute 

to the )ioly see. 

Meanwhiiej the progress of the Christian arms 

in Spain ha\nng reached the ears of Abu Ali 

Texefien, sopreme governor of the Moors in 

Barbary, he ordered Ishmael, his lieutenant in 

Spain, to assemble all the forces in the squthern 

provinces, and to drive the Christians beyond the 

]>ouro. Isbmad hastened to put these orders in 

execution, and, having received considerable re* 

inforcements from Barbary, advanced to the 

plains of Ounque, on the banks of the Tayo, 

where he was met by Don Alonzo of Portugal. 

The commander of the Moors used every possible 

precaution tp prevent the Christians from passing 

that river, because he was willing to secure a 

favourable position for his cavalry, in which his 

ftrength jprindpalbr consbted, to act in foil 

force. Tne Portuguese indeed were very infe- 

rior in point of numbers j ^nd Ishmael being; 

confident of victory, broke his army intoamaU 

bodies, and disposed them in such a manner as 

^ight intercept the flight rather than sustain the 

jUtiMft; of th9 iCbriitiao9» In coosequence of this 

aecurity. 
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wecmtff ^bt Moon were oteitbrown with pro- 
dig^oot tha^ter, and a vast Dorobcr taken pri* 
aoDcrs. Amone the latter were lOdO Chrittians 
of the sect called Mozarabians^ whom Don Alon- 
so wat prevailed oo to libtrate, together with 
their wives aod children^ and to allow them settle- 
HKDts in his own dominions. 

This glorions victory was achieved oo a t) 
the twenty-fifth day of July > and its an* ./^q' 
nivenaiy has been celebrated cversince, ^' 
iD preaerve the menx>ry of such a signal interpo- 
sitioo of Divine Provideooe, in fovour of the 
Christian arms. 

It was on the plains of Ouriqoe that Don 
vAlonzo Enriqaez, after his illustrious actions, 
was first bailed king of Portugal by his soldiers. 
The title he accepted -, and so far used it, as to 
jienoonce all dependance on the crown of Spain : 
but be wtsdy knew bow to reconcile monarchical 
authority with a regard to his people's rights ; and 
therefore was not eager to exercise all the power 
at once, which had thus been gratuitously con- 
ferred upon him. 



CHAP. II. 

From the Battle of Ourtque to the Reduction of 
Portugal by Philip King of Spain. 

BY the signal defeat of the Moors at the bat- 
tle of Ourique on the frontiers of Algarve, 
Don Alonzo bad opened a free passage into 
their don^inions. Such was the slacignter of 
the infidels, that the rivulets in the vidnity of 
Vol. XV. C the 
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the field of action are said to have carried their 
waters deeply stained with blood into the Goa* 
diana. 

After these transactions, Raymond count of 
Barcelona, and regent of Aragon in right of bi^ 
wife, having proposed to Don Alons^ to enter 
into a league against the king of Castile, his jeav 
lousy of that potent prince induced him to acr 
<%de to the plan. 

' In consequence of these- engagements^ the 
king of Portugal entered Galicia with a con* 
siderabie force on one side, while his ally Rayr 
niond did the same on the other. The enterprise 
was well concerted 3 but success did not favour 
them. The Portuguese monarch met with a 
severe check in this expedition, lost some of the 
principal of his nobility, and l.itnself received a 
dangerous wound. To heighten his distress^ 
news was brought him, that the Moors had in* 
- vaded his dominions in his absence, which deter- 
mined him to retrace his steps ; but with all the 
speed lie could use, the strong fortress of Leyria 
fell into the hands of the enemy, before he could 
come to its relief. This they demolished, and 
with barbaric fury put all the garrison to the 
sword. The king, however, took care to have it 
rebuilt in a much stronger form than ever, and 
placed a powerful garrison there, in case of a 
second attack. 

Tlie.war was carried on with various success, 

for several years j but Alonzo at last projecting an 

expedition against Santaren, situated about twelve 

-miles from Lisbon, he succeeded in this enter- 

" A T\ prise ', and, in consequence, added a <Joa- 

■^* • * siderabie tract of country to bis former 

' ' dominions^ at the same time that he s^ 

cttr^ 



ctared tboto bj the stroog naturnl barrier which 
beoDded his coaquestt . 

Encouraged by the fortunate termination of 
thiK expedition, Don Alonzo determined to 
execute without delay a project which he had 
loog indulged. Having assembled the states 
of his kingdoroj consisting of prelates, nobility, 
and commons, he caused himself with much 
ceremony to be chosen by the public voice, as 
he had rormerly by the military, kin^ of For* 
fugal; and received the diadem with general 
acclamation from the archbishop of Braga. 
In the presence of his people, he renounced all 
dependance on the crown of Spain, declaring, 
that if any of his "successors should condescend 
to pay tribute, or to do homage to that crown, 
he wds unworthy of holding the sceptre of Por« 
tngal. 

Next year, the king pushed on his. conquests 
against the Moors, and with a small army laid 
aiege to Lisbon, then in the hands of the infidels. 
Various and contradictory are the accounts which 
the Portugucbe historians have left us of the 
strength of the place at this juncture, and the 
means which Alonzo possessed to effectuate his 
design. It is evident, however, that partly from 
the -naturnl strength of the city, and partly from 
the numerous garrison by which it was delended, 
the Portuguese monarch could make little ini' 
pression on it. At length, however, fortune 
threw succours in his way whicli he could not 
have expected. A fleet of adventurers, con- 
sisting of French, English, C^rmans, and Fle- 
mings, in their passage to the Holy inind, hap- 
pen^ to cast anchor at the mouth uf the Tagus. 
The assistance of these he demanded an n<jt ul- 

C 2 toi^ctlicr 
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together fordgn to their design of warnng witlg 
the inHdels. Enthusiasm co-operating with opr 
portunity, made them readily tall into his lure ; 
they strajined every nerve to evince their zeal 
and to display their courage, at the outset of 
their expedition; and by their powerful aldj 
directed by his own wisdom, he carried the city 
{that has long btrcn the residence of his successors^ 
J. j^ The crusaders being gratified out of the 
1147* P'^P^ ^out)d in the place, departed well 
^' satisfied} and so much reputation did 
Alonzo acquire by his. conquest, that numbera 
flocked to his standard, and in less than twelve 
months he reduced many other considerable 
cities. 

For several years after this exploit, the pur« 
tent of fortune flowed uninterruptedly in hia 
favour ; and, being in a great measure free jfroni 
foreign enemjiesy he settled the internal govern- 
ment of his kingdom, had his regal dignity con« 
firmed by a papal bull pf Alexander ill. and 
jgrradq^y ma^e himself master of four out of the 
six provmc^s that now ponstitute the kingdom of 
Portugal* 

Immediately after his coronation, be had 
(espoused Matilda, daughter of Amadeus, count 
of Maurienoe and Savoy, a ^oman of masculinis 
cndp^^irments, who assisted him by her counsels* 
and undertook t^e conduct of affairs, when- 
ever drcunastapces required his absence. By 
he^ he had a numerous offspring; among the 
re^t three daughters, the eldest of whom, Ma« 
tilda, was married to the kiui^ of Aragon ; the 
second, Urraca, to Fjerdinand king of Leon ^ 
find the third, Teresa, to Philip earl of Flapders. 

borne time after, however, Alonzo of Por- 
tugal 
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tagsl was involved in a dispute with bis 8on-in« 
law FerdiDand, and invading bis domiiiioiis, 
xnado bimsrU* master of two strong placfii in 
Gaiicia, in wbich be put garrisons. £lated with 
tbissoccess, neKt' year !ie invested Badajos with 
anamerous army,oD the news of which Ferdi- 
iiaod hastened to its relief. Its surrender, how- 
ever, bad taken place before be could come in 
•igbt of it, which irritated Ferdinand so much, 
that he determined to besiege bis antagonist in 
bii newly acquired conquest. 

DoD AloDio perceiving (bis, endeavoured to 
frustrate I is aims, by drawing out bis forces into 
the open ^ekf. Though now upwards of neveuty 
years of iage, be mounted bis horse with juvenile 
idacrityj aqd pushing forward at the head of his 
troop! with top great impetuosity, be struck his 
)eg against one of the b<^lts of the city gate with 
such force, that the bone ivas shattered to pieces. 
This acddent produced iioconceivable confusion 
Boaoag the Portuguese, in ponsequence of whicl^ 
they were ignoroinjously bitten, and their king 
taken prisoner. 

AlonaMi, sufieripg with pain and mortified 
with disgrace, was readv to Anticipate the worst ; 
bat the king of Leon, nis s ou-in-faw, evinced a 
greatness of mind on this ctpcasion that reflects 
a lustre on bis name. Towai 'ds his unfortpn^te 
£ither-in-law he behaved with filial respect and 
•ffectionj conjured him to lay aside all thoughts 
of business, and attend only |o bis cure ; and, 
in order to enforce his advice', declared that ho 
wished nothing more than that every thing 
mieht be restored to the san ae sta^e it^ was in 
b^e the war, and that in i iuture (heir peace 

C3 and 
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and friend s'nip might be uninterrupted by feuds or 
disturbed by jealousies. 

This generosity sensibly affected the aged mo- 
narch, and he readily acquiesced, in the proposal ; 
but, impatient undt^r restraint, he set out for his 
own dominions before his cure was completed, 
and in consequet>ce ivas lame for the remainder 
of his life. This, however, did not abate his 
military ardour : his courage transported him into 
the field whenever he was called by his own glory 
of the interest of his subjects ; and, when actively 
engaged, he seemed to forget the eflfccts 'of acci- 
dent or of age. 

The pretensions of the king of Leon to re- 
ceive the homage of the Portuguese monarch 
for the possession of that kingdom, though they 
had for some time lain dormant, were rot ob- 
literated. Towards Ae close of Alonzo*s life, 
however, an opportunity seemed to present itself 
of getting totally rid of this unpleasant claim. 
A quarrel aro<:e between the king of l^con and 
his nephew, D^n Alphonso king of Castile. The 
latter cra\^d the assistance of Portugal, which 
was readily granted; but Ferdinand receiving 
intelligence Ihat Don Sancho, the king\s eldest 
son, was advandhg^ towards Ciudad Rodrigo, 
he assembled his troops with amazing celerity, 
and, falling upon him unexpectedly, gave him 
a total defeat. Understanding, however, that 
Don Sancho, though beaten, was not humbled, 
he sent him a message, purporting that the 
forces he was collectins: would be inost advan- 
tagrously employed against the infidels, who 
remained indilfcrent specCalors of the issue of 
the war. 

This 
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* This advice was not lost on Don Sancho, who, 
after making some feints to afiiuse the enemy, 
suddenly burst into Andalnsia. and penrt rated 
as far as the snburbs of Seville. I'he Mm)rs 
assembling their troops endeavoured to cut off 
Ills retreat, but Sancho having reacheil a str()i>g 
earop, gave his wearied soldiers a liitle time (o 
repose, and then drew them out, and offt^red 
battle. The Moors accepted the chnllenge, but 
were entirely defeated ; aiid the prince ot Portii- 
gal returned into his paternal dominiuns, ladea 
with plunder. 

After these transactions, the fortune of the war 
presents nothing remarkable on dtli^r side for 
some years j till Joseph kinir of Mfrocco, . ,^ 
having transported multitudes of men ..*ci* 
from Barbary, carried all before hitn, as 
far as the Tagus. He next appearetl belore tho 
city of Santaren ; but his men being harass(^d 
and worn out with reiterated attacks on the 
place, were in that state faced by the Pnrttigur.se 
army, assisted by Ferdinand of I,eon, when the 
infidels were entirely defeated, and tlielr king 
killed in the action. This victory once more de- 
livered the Portuguese from fear of an enemy, 
and the king improved the pause, by strengthen- 
ing his frontiers and regulating his internal go- 
vernment. While thus employed, Alonzo <. j^ 
departed this life in the 76th year of his •. .g^ ' 
age, and left his kingdom to his son Don 
Sancho I. at that time thirty-one years old. 

Before Sancho ascended the throne, he was of 
a restless aifd warlike disposition ; but no sooner 
did he assume the reins of government, than he 
withdrew his attention from conquest, and em^ 
^iajtd every energy of his xnii^d in securiti^. 
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beautifying, and enriching bis« ^ingdpro^ By 
strenoously pursuing this plan for a few yearsi, 
he gave a new aspect to Portugal, and procured 
hiniself the glorious title of <* The restorer of ci<r 
ties, and father of hijj country." 

* *j ft^. fleet pfadventurers, chiefly consisting 
-A * of EngjisI?, bound for the Holy Land, 
^' baying eqtpred the river Tagus, Sancbo 
importpped ihem ,t6 assist him in attacking tlie 
city of Silves in Algarve. Accordingly, having 
pinitd forces, the place was easily reduced, and 
ji)ie English^ rewarded with plunder, pursue^ 
|heir destination. The Moors, however, bavinr 
again inyaded Portugal, the city seyeral timeg 
changed masters ; when Sanpbo, sensible of the 
diflicdlfy of retaining it, caused i( to be de- 
polished. His last enterprise was the reduction 

K T\ of Elvas 5 soon after which he died, with 
i ' ' * the reputation of being one of tl^p mb&t 
i ' patriotic princes that ever swayed the 
^sceptre of Portugal. Though rather liberal than 
avaricious, he left a vast sura of n^oney in this 
freasury. He was iuterrpd in the cathedral 'of 
Coimbra; and after his body had lain 400 years, 
it was taken up to be placed in a new tomb, and 
found to have suffered no corruption. 

Don Alonzo sugceexied his father at the age of 
27* and is distinguished in the history of his 
country by the surname of the Fat. His (eigrn 
presents but few memorable events. Its com- 
mencement was popular, but he was soon em« 
broiled in family feuds, which disturbed the 
tranquillity of his government, till Xhe ^hundets 
of the Vatican brought all parties to an accoro* 
niodation. 
it was Qot long, b9,weveo before the forced 

calm 
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calm ini cbynged by a war with the Moors. 
In ar&v to repel them, he availed himself of 
a band of cnuiders^ consisting of Grermans and 
PlemiDgSy' as his predecessors had formerly done. 
Tlie crusaders proceeded by sea to block up 
Alcafar-do-Sa), while the Portuguese army 
jmarched thither, and invested it by land. Tlie 
Moors strained every nc^rve to save the place : a 
farioos battle was fought, and the infidels expe* 
rienced a complete deteat, with the loss of several 
chiefs. The Portuguese writers unanimously 
affirmj that the banner of the cross was seen dis- 
played by angels, aud ascribe their success to 
divine iuterposition. The fortress surren- j. j^ 
dered, and was bestowed on the order of ,«,',^ ' 
8t. James. *-*'7. 

No sooner, however, were the Moors driven 
back than civil dissentions broke out tn Portugal, 
V^luch involved equally the clergy and the laity. 
The former were dissatisfied that they were taxed 
in common with the rest of their fellow-subjtrcts 
by royal authority, and appealed to Rome. The 
boly see fulminated an excummunication against 
Alouzu II and pu. his kingdom under an inter- 
dict. While matters remained in this confusion 
the king died> in the 12th year of his reign, a y. 
and was meanly buried in the conventual _' ' 
church of Alcoba9a. 

Sanc.'io II. was only twenty years old at the 
time of his father's demise. He was a prince of 
a mild disi>osition3 and, in order to emancipate 
himself from the distresses which had enibiuered 
the last years of his father's lite, he proposed a 
reference ot all matters in dispute to the arbi- 
tration of ecde^astics of established character: 

and 
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and this being accepted^ all parties Wer6 ^iitisfiediy 
and the interdict taken off. 

Domestic peace being thus restored, the lun^ 
made a tour of his dominions, and regulated* 
many things which had fallen info confi^ioq* 
He afterwards tul'ned his arras against the Moorv^ 
and obtained several advantages over them ; bdt 
becoming once more embroiled with his clelfgy* 
aqd through this medium with the domineeiiiig; 
court of llc^me, his kingdom was subjected to H 
second interdict. Not satisfied with this stretdi 
of power^ which in an enlightened age it seepiAi 
wonderful should ever have been submitted to^ 
.the pope proceeded to depose the king of Porto- 
gal, and to appoint his brother Don Alonzo re- 
fi^nt. The queen* was also carried otE as a pri- 
soner, and the ill-fated Sancho, after several in« 
efl^tual attempts to recover his crown, retired to 
A j^ Toledo, where he spent the remainder of 

J * - * ^^^ ^y^ ^" ^^^^ °^ penitence and pietj. ttc 
' died in the twenty-fifth year of his rdgn. 

Don Alonzo III. now ascended the throne, 
as heir to his brother. He was a prince of 
great abilities, but of insatiable ambition. In 
the second year of his reign, he besieged and took 
the city of Faro, then esteemed the capital of the 
Aloorijlh territories, and carrying Louie by storm, 
put every person it contained to the sword, and 
added a considerable tract oi land to his do- 
minions. 

These successful enterprises rendiered him re- 
s{)ected by his neighbours, and dreaded by bis 
enemies. Nor was his conduct in civil affdirt 
less firm and judicious : he enacted good laws j 
he encouraged the |;ood'; he restrained the fi- 

ceotioas ; 
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oeotMKSs ; vod, in a word, wa% equally distin- 
goiabed as a warrior and a statesman. 

TcTDpled by the beauty and fertility of Anda* 

loaa, be conceiFed the design of despoiling tlic 

Idog of NiebJa in that province of bis small terri- 

torj; bat the Mahometan prince having put 

bimielf under tlie protection of Don Alonzo the 

Wise, king of Castile and Leon, the latter iu 

qoaiBtj of ally took the field,. and having over- 

TDD the lungdoni of Algarve^ erected Silves into 

a biftbcpnc. The king of Portugal, aware of 

iiis danger, claimed the interposition of the pope, 

which produced an accommodation, and this 

was farther cemented by Alonzo of Portugal 

espoosing a natural daughter of Alonzo's the 

Wise, named Donna Beatrix, with whom he re- 

rared back the kingdom of Algarve as a mar- 

liage pprtion, reserving a certain homage. 

Having a queen, however, though sterile, 
living at the same time, this match involved l)is 
Portagoese majesty in many difficulties. The 
pope refiised a dispensation, and even put the 
Kiogdom under an interdict j but his former 
queen dying, a dispensation at last was granted, 
and the cbiidrea by Donpa Beatrix were legiti- 
mated. ^ 

New" quarrels, however, broke out between 
him and bis clergy, whose insolence seems tp have 
Jbecome intolerable ; but by policy and address he 
surmounted all difficulties, and at last died ^ jy 
in peace, in the sixty-ninth year of his j.Uq! 
age, leaving his dominions entire, and his ^^ 
people prosperous. 

DoD Denis, his son and successor, surnamed 
the liberal and Father of his Country, was only 
^e^en yearf of age wbei;^ he mounted the 

throne. 
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throne. He espoused Donna Isabella, daughter 
of Pedro king of Aragop, justly reputed, the most 
amSable princess in S|>ain j and, notwithstanding 
some disputes between him and his mother and 
t>r6ther, as well as renewed misunderstanding 
<vith his clerg}', he conducted himself so well^ 
that the general affection of bis subjects saved him 
from all annoyance. Few princes of his ag^ 
were more learned, and none shewed a wardoef 
patronage to men of erudition. He erected ati 
university at Lisbon, and establishdi seminaries of 
learning in all the principal towns of his domi- 
nions. He enacted several excellent laws, par- 
ticularly in regard to ecclesiastical property^ 
which, after supporting the proper ministers ot 
religion, he justly considered as a fund for the 
poor, of which the church was only the trustees, 
and therefore discouraged all accumulation of 
wealth in religious communities. 

During this reign, a difference commenced 
wilh Castile, which subsisted a long time. Fre- 
quent reconciliations took place, but they were 
neither lasting nor sincere. A double marriage 
between the two families only seems to have 
produced new fends 3 and to increase the mor- 
tification of Denis, his son Don Alonzo had been 
spurred on by some malecontents to acts nearly 
bordering on rebellion. 

In this dilemma, recourse was had to the ye 
of Rome : but, in spite of every effort on the part 
of the king to prevent extremities, AJonzo took 
the field, and though he was defeated and taken 
prisoner and afterwards treated with great le- 
nity, this had no effect upon him ; for as soon as 
he could retrieve his affairs, he b^gan to comn)it 
the most horrid excesses in the countn' through 

which 
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which he passed. Gtrard, bishop of Evora, re» 
monstrated with him, and threatened him in the 
name of the pope with spiritual censures, if he 
did not return to his allegiance ', but so far was 
this from intimidating hiva, that he barbarously 
put the prelate to death for his interference. 
At length queen Isabella interposed, and a re- 
conciliation was effected between the prince and 
ins father J but it was far from belne sincere on 
the part of the former. In short* he appeared 
incorrigible. When* on a certain occasion, 
Avezedo* a gentleman of the bed-chambt;r* was 
descanting on the prince's want of duty, and 
ibe impolicy of ruining a kingdom that would 
soon be his own, he ordered him to leave his pre* 
sence on pain of losing his head ; '* I do not ' 
value my head, sir/* returned Avezedo, " in the 
king's service; the only pain I shall feel in 
iosing it', is from the reflection that my mas- 
ker has begotten a son capable of such an 
action." 

The king finding himself approaching his end, 
immediately sent i'at his son, who attended the 
sununons; and, after receiving much good advice 
froip his father, saw him depart this life, in tlie 
|ixW*foarth year of hi^ age. No monarch . |^ 
could live more beloved, or die more re- ,304* 
gritted ; and it is a Portuguese proverb 
to this day, *' As generous as king Denis." He 
kept a sreat oaval and military force, which pro* 
tected uie trade and the property of his subjects 
from all annoyance. 

Don Alonzo IV. sumamed the Brave, while 
heir apparent had done little to merit praise, but 
inucfa to deserve blame. He entered, however, 
fm the diseharge of his diity with some appcar- 

m 
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ance of vigour, and discarded and even punished 
many of the advisers and partners of his former 
crimes. This conduct wouid have soon rendered 
him popular, had h<» persevered in it with firmness 
and prudence r but, though brave, and naturally 
sensible, he was too much swayed by his ca- 
prices, and influenced by his passions. * He pro- 
scribed his brother Sanchez as a traitor, but^ 
was afterwards reconciled to him : he entered 
into a war with Castile, which for several years 
entailed misery on both nations ; but the Moors 
taking advantage of the hostilities among the 
i. p. Christians, the latter united their arms 

1^*40 ^S^^"^^ '^® infidels, and gave them s^ 
' sio[nal defeat in the battle of Celdano. 

The war,' however, was carried on for several 
years with various success. The Moors ipade a 
descent on Algarve, which they ravaged with 
fire and sword, but at length were obliged to 
retire, and leave the Portuguese dominions iQ 
peace. .. ; 

No sooner, however, was tjiis affair termir 
nn ted, and the kingdom recovering from the 
storm, than a new and unexpected hurricane* 
^rose, which shook the government tq its very ' 
foundations, Don Pedro, priqce of Portctga], 
had hitherto conducted himself with exemplary 
prudence and bravery. He was a good son^ 
at>d a good husband to Donna Constantia Ma- 
nuel, by whom he had several children j but 
hiip|)ening to fix his affections on Donna Agnes 
de Castro, the daughter of a Castilian gentle-, 
man, who had taken refui^e in the court of Per- 
tugal, his princess, who it is said perceived it« 
grew melancholy and died. Pedro, there is 
ife^so^ to bopCf h^ oot suffered bb jMssion foi: 

Agnci 
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Agnev to exceed the bounds of sentiment, be- 
fore lie foiind himse'f at liberty ; but now he 
gave way to all the trnnsiwrts of love, privately 
married the object of iiis ri'gard» and in idiort 
made it the whole study of his life to please 
her. 

The courtiers, indignant that a stranger and 
an upstart, as they considered Ai^nes de Castro, 
should monopolize the entire affection of their 
prioce, and that she should have such influence in 
every thing that related to favour or preferment, 
crafuly insinuated to the king, that this intrigue, 
which at present only vexed the royal family, 
mieht eventually prove the ruin of the state. 

Urged on by tliese suggestions, and little sna- 
pecting that Agnes de Castro was the lawful 
wife of bis son, the king was at last prevailed 
on to order her assassination, when the prince 
was absent on a huuting match. The wretched 
Donna Agnes was at the monastery of Santa 
Clara, when the king arrived with the three 
persons who were to be the executioners of his 
vengeance. On hearing of his approach, the 
innocent victim hastened to meet him, accompa- 
nied by her children, and, falling at his feet, 
bathed them with her tears. I'he spectacle was 
so affecting, that the king desisted from his de- 
sign ', but bis pernicious counsellors reproaching 
him with want of spirit, he gave them commis- 
sion to execute the deed of horror. She was 
butchered in the most barbarcms manner, amidst 
her shrieking babes, and l;tr body left to be 
meanly buried in the monastery where she 
breathed her last. 

No sooner was the prince informed of this 
lavage action, than in frantic rage he wahied ull 

D 2 \\\ti 



■ ll-IM 4vm 



28 PORTUOAL. 

the country with lire and sword ; and had not 
the archbishop of Braga interposed^ and mode* 
rated his fury, by the mild counsels of reasoo^ it 
An ^ probable that he might have been 
1 355 ' ^^^^y ^^ horrors still greater than those he 
was bent to revenge. 
Don Alonzo, sensible of his error, studied 
e?ery means in his power to reconcile the prince 
to his loss i but, though he disguised his afflic- 
tion, the wounds of the heart were not to be 
healed, and on the demise of his father, which 
A j^ happened not long after, the £rst ob* 

1357* ^^^ ^^ ^^ attention was to honour the 
< ' * remains of Agnes de Castro, and to 
bring her murderers to condign punishmenh 
They were put to death with exquisite tortures^ 
in the presence of the king himself, who on this 
occasion, forgetting what was due to humanity^ 
insulted them in their last moments. The af- 
fection of Don Fbdro, however, bad* not yet dis- 
played itself as he thought to the full : he caused 
the children he had by Agnes to be legitimated, 
and made the most ample provision for every 
person to whom she liad shewn any attachment, 
or who bad performed her any acceptable ser- 
vice. 

The next great object that Don Pedro had in 
view, was to Reform whatever was amiss in the 
administration or government, throughout his 
dominions. He first began with himself, and 
retirini; to the monastery of Alcoba9a, to which 
he fiad removed the remains of Agnes de Castro, 
he contemplated the tomb in which he was to lie, 
and reflected on tht^ account he was one day to 
give of his condnct. Thus priepared, he pur- 
sued his pi2in of reformation with steadiness and 

effect ; 
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efiect ; and, bfending justice with vfitrcy, regard- 
less of persons or connexions, purged bis king* 
dpno of malefactors of cyery kind. 

While Pedro of Portned was thus labouring 

to deserve the character of a good prince, Pedro 

of Castile had behaved in such a manner as to 

be generally hated, and at last was obliged to 

seek shelter in Portugal, llie king, unwilling 

to involve his subjects in a war with the CasdR- 

ans, refused him an asylum, apd sent back his 

daughter, who was to have been espoused to 

prince Ferdinand of Portugal ; but taking pity on 

his distress, granted him a safe conduct intoGaK* 

cla, which had not yet dctrlared against him* 

Soon after this, the king of Portugal fall- 
ing into a disease, died at Estremos, in the forty* 
sevcrnth year of his age. His device was a star. 
With the words, '* Monstraf |tcr;" indicating, 
that his tbouglits were more fixed on celestiai 
than op temporal objects, ^is subjects, when 
thty redacted on the regularity he had introduced, 
uhich ^hey knew would last no longer than its 
author, applied to him what the Romans said of 
Titus, '* y\izt it would have been better if Don 
Pedro had never been bom, or that he had never 
died." 

Ferdinand, the only son of the deceased king 
by his first princess, was twenty-seven years old 
when he ascended the throne lie was courteous 
In his manners, very bountiful, and blessed with 
an easy flow of spirits ; bu| h(^ wanted steadiness 
and judgment, and Ipvity and caprice were the 
only dictates of his actions. His court was the 
resort of all the gay and dissipated, and h sooq 
squandered away the treasures which his three 
inunediate predecessors had been accumuki^ing- 

D3 WUIc 
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While Henry of Castile, who had dethroned 
his brother Pedro, could maintain his authority, 
Ferdinand shewed him every external mark oif 
respect) but when his fortunes sunk, he affected 
a strict neutrality. No sooner, however, was 
. Pedro dead, than he declared zealously in his 
favour, by giving the most' opprobrious names 
to his successor Henry, whom he wished to de- 
pose, and to claim Castile as his own right, as 
, great grandson to Don Sancho the Brave. He 
even proceeded to. make war upon Henry, but 
being out-generaled on every occasion, he was 
glad to conclude a peace, and to promise to ce- 
.ment it, by espousing Donna Leonora, the 
. daughter of Henry. 

Tliis match, however, never took place. He 
had seen and became enamoured of Donna Leo- 
. nora de Tellez, wife of a nobleman of one of 
the most distinguished families in Portugal, and 
in spite of every obstacle made her his qtieen. 
. j^ She was a woman of good address, and 
' ' entirely possessed the affections of the 
' ' king 3 but in proportion as his passion 
for her every day became more visible, the ge- 
neral hatred of his people rose against her. 
Still, however, she continued to strengthen her 
. interest by every possible artiiice, and for a time 
carried all before her. 

On the death of Henry of Castile, and the ac- 

H cession of his son Dx>n Juan, a train of negotia- 

• tions took place with the court of Portugal. 

r These, however, terminated in a war between the 

I two powers, in which Ferdinand Mras assisted by 

tbf English, under the command of £doiund 

9irl of Cambridge. At last a peace w^ conduded 

mwcen Portu^ and Castile, at tts cxpence of 

their 
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thetr aUies; and Ferdinand, with his usual in- 
consUtency, ofibrcd the king of Cast ilc^, littly bc-^ 
come a widower, his da u emitter the infanta Donna 
Beatrix, though she had been already contracted 
to bis son. I)on Juan acceded to the \no\)iina\, 
and espoused the princess with great pomp, who 
was then only thirteen years of age. 

It IS said that Ferdinand, notwithstanding his 
tjxoriousness, was at last convinced of the iu- 
tngurs of his queen, and even of her infidelity 
with the count of Ourem, whom he intended to 
have dispatched ; but (ailing into a lingering 
disease, he breathed his last, in the thirty . p. 
fourth year of his age. His snbjfrts la- * „ * 
meuted his death more than they iiad ho- 
noured him tn his life. 

By treaty, as well as by tl e king's will, tl e 
Queen was to be regent, and to this difipusition 
the magistracy of Lisbon scented to assent. On 
the other hand, the king of Castile sent am- 
bassadors to demand that his consort Donna 
Beatrix should be proclaim<d queen, for which 
orders were accordingly given, but they were 
executed either with inditfcrence- or avcr- 
Bion. 

Meanwhile, the grand-master of Avis, and 
some other personages of high distinction, in- 
dignant at seeing Portugal likely to become a 
' province to Castile, which he thought was likely 
. to be effected by the count of Ourem, a native 
of that country, and one who had long been the 

Ciocipal favourite of the queen, determined to 
ive this roinioQ taken off. He fell in the very 
.•oaitineDt adjoining that of the queen, who, 
, tbpugh overwhelmeid with grief and indignation 
'' for her loss/ sent to the grand-master to know 
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if he meant to murder her too: l)at be Assured 
her that ghe bad nothing to fear. 

This catastrophe being rumoured through Lis- 
bon, an : likewise that the grand-master was ia 
danger, the whole city was bustle and alarnq. 
l*he |ief>ple zealously declared tbetpselves in far 
vonr of the grand-master, who seeing them secure 
in his intereist, meditated, to marry queen Leov 
pora, as the most likely m<sans to prolong htr 
pQwer and bisqwn. 

The queen rejected the overtures with qon<y 
t^mpt, and daimed the protection pf^Don Juan 
of Castile; on which the pommons, without any 
farther ceremony, proclaimed the grand-master 
protestor of the Portuguese natiot), and swore 
never to desert him 

Soon after Don ^uan, attended by bis queen, 
the heiress of Portugal, entered ^^ortugal at the 
bead qf a powerful iirniy, where be caused him- 
self to be proclaimed king, in right of bis wife, 
and took upon him the exercise of various royal 
fundions. The qjieen^ mother ^ras treated with 
much indifference, and the Portuguese nobles, 
who at lirst bad sided with the CastUian, were 
soon disgusted with his reserved manners, which 
they contrasted with those of Don |*erdtnand, 
much to the disadvantage of the former. 

Meanwhile, the grand*master of Ayis, from the 
time he assumed the title and pfBpe of regent, 
acted with great prqdence and sagacity, bestow* 
ing the princips^l plapes on men of the most dis* 
tinguished virtues, ancl studying to conciliate tbo 
rool will of all, by thp most sq^tle behaviour and 
Oie naost refined policy. 

Nevertheless, the kingdom of Portqgd wai 

not only 8{dit into two factions, but it vfiacto* 

aBy 
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ally divided between two rival powers. The 
regent, however, still kept possession of Lisbon^ 
and Dim Juan, sensible of the Importance of 
acquiring that place, at last determined to be- 
siege it. Having made immense preparations ht 
sat down before it : the siege was carried on with 
vigour, and generally with success, on the part of 
the Castilians } but a pestilential disorder break- 
ing out in their camp, the ravages it made 
were so great, that Don Juan was glad to have 
-recourse to negotiation. In this too he failed i 
and« afler various turns of fortune, was obliged 
to retire into his own dominions. A crown, 
however, was too splendid a prize to t>e giveh 
up without a severe contest; and the states olf 
Portugal, perceiving that their C(»untry wouli 
soon be ruined and depopulated if they dlA 
tiot interfere to put an end to the dissentiona 
wliich agitated it, after a long and impartial dc^ 
fiberation, agreed to elevate to the throde Doji 
JoBD, grand-master of Avis, and brother to 
the deceased king, who had executed the of- 
fice of regent with the genend applause of his 
party. 

By this determination, not only the claims of 
the king of Castile were set aside, but also thofe 
which numbers wished to urge in favour of Doa 
Juan, son of Agnes de Castro. The principal 
nobility immediately made a tender of their ser« 
vices to the new-elected king, and thus an enid 
was put to the interregnum, which had lasteli 
eighteen months, and in its unhappy consequences 
had deluged the country with blood, and rent the 
nation into factions. 

King John I. of Portugal, as we shall now 
call him, in order to distinguish him from Don 



S4 . " frOllttJGAL. 

Juat> of Castile^ assumed the reins of govera- 
iDbnt with the general good will of his subjects^ 
but under circumstances of peculiar difficulty, 
jfrom the ruined and agitated state of his king* 
don). The king of Castile, so far from ao 
quiescing in the decision of the states of Por- 
tugal^ hastened to invade that country with 
an army pf thirty thousand men. His reso* 
Jution was to ruin and destroy all before him, to 
j^rive the master of Avis, as he styled him, into 
liisbon, and not to depart from that city till it 
ibad owned him for its sovereign. In pursuance 
of this barbarous scheme, several places were 
t^ken and sacked, while king John was obliged 
io remain inactive, on account of the smallness 
of his army, and to be a tame spectator of the 
mischief that ^was done. One reason for this 
mssive conduct was, that he expected succour 
froni England ; but being irritated beyond for- 
bearance, he at last ventured an engagemei^t 
with the forces which he had 5 and, notwith- 
standing the superiority of the enemy, obtained 
a complete victory. In this decisive battle, 
■ ^ p. which took place on the plain of Alju- 
f^' ' barota, the Castilians lost ten thousand 
. ' men : and all their former conquests im- 
inediately surrendered. Not satisfied with this, 
the king of Portugal made an irruption into Cas- 
tiJe," where he had the good fortune to defeat 
die-Mmd-master of the order of St. James, who 
wlM(«illed on tBe spot, and then returned, co- 
vered with gloi^, itito his own dominions.* This 
campaign fixed the fate of Portugal, and firmly 
establisned John on his throne. The Castilians 
^ were glad to accept a truce of three years, which 
bdfore the expiration of that period was im- 
proved 
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prored into ^a lasting peace^ by tbe death of 
Don Juan, who left no issue bv his qaeen Don* 
Da Bentrix ; aiul thus every pretext for making 
war with Portogal ceased. 

But though a pacification took place between 
the two powers, as neighbours and rivals, fro* 
queoC misunderstandings arose, which some* 
times produced a partial warfare^ of no great 
consequence in its events to either. John in a 
short time became not only the object df fear, but 
also of respect to his enemies ; while the easy 
freedom of his behaviour and the complacency 
of his manners endeared him to his own subjects. 
Having once been a private person, he never for- 
got those with whom he had formed an early ac^ 
quaintance ; he received and paid visits, without 
the least form or ceremony ; and such was his 
humility, that after an audience he would attend 
tbe party, when retiring, to the door of the 
apartment. 

To the poor he was extremely generous, and 
to all he was just ; but with all his condescension, 
be knew how to make himself respected ; and 
even dreaded, when occasion required. He suf- 
fered nt;ither"rank nor fortune to bias him : the 
reign of the laws he maintained with inflexible 
zeal ; and allowed no claims to preferment, save 
virtue and ability. He used to say, that con- 
versation, as it was the cheapest, so it was the 
most improving of all amusements. He *ha4 a 
taste for letters ; and he rendered it fashiooakiSfi 
among his courtiers, by his own example. ^ "** 

John had married the English princess Phillm- 
pa, daughter of the duke of Lancaster, who 
bore him. several chUdren. The affection she 
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entertained for him was so strong, that when he- 
determined to undertake an expedition against 
the Moors in Barbary, which he was to com« 
fnand in person^ she was so concerned at the 
J. y. thoughts of his absence, that she died of 
1414 S"^^ before his departure. This b]ow» 
' which she wished to avert when it was 
|do late« affected the king and his whole court 
most reverely ; but, in order to fulfil his engage- 
inents with other princes, and to diss^ate his 
sorrow, he soon after set out, and landed on the 
coast of fiarbary. Success attended his steps: 
ihe city of Ceuta fell almost at the first attack | 
but scarcely bad John withdrawn from that place, 
before the powers of Barbary formed a league 
for" its recovery. The young Princes of Por«» 
tugal, who were entrusted with the command of 
^n army to repel this aggression, behaved with 
great prudence and valour, and gave the in- 
£dels several severe defeats ', but so much im- 
portance did,.^|be/ attacb to the regaining of 
Ceuta, and iabp to tb# betqitng of it, that the 
latter was obliged to strengtl^eo and enlarge, the 
fortifications, and to keep a formidable jarmy on 
foot, in order to check the advasvpes of the 
Moors. 

Nor was John only Ibrtunate in war, hut also 
superlatively happy in his family. He had se- 
veral sons whom be had educated with the great- 
est care, and who repaid his paternal regard to 
thdr wel^re by the most dutiipl conduct and 
the utmost zeal to serve him. It was his 
Bon Henry, duKe of Viseu, who commenced 
those di8coverie8« which proved in the event so 

beneficial not ooljr to Foriugal ba( to £arope. 
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It was be who encounged the sectiing and im- 
provement of Madeira, which still forms such a 
valuable appendage to the I^usitanian crown. 

After arriving at a good old age, he felt tlio 
symptoms of decline, which, however, he con- 
cealed as much as possible 3 but employed him* 
self like a wise man, in making preparation for 
what he knew by the laws of nature was inevita- 
ble. He married £dward, his heir apparent, to 
Leonora, -daughter of the king of Aragon } next 
year he gave his daughter Donna Isa- . n 
bella to Philip II. duke of Burgundy; ^^• 
and it was at the solemnization of this 
marriage, that the illustrious order of the Grgldea 
Fleece was instituted. The rest of his family he 
disposed of eligibly { and, sensible of the ap- 
proach of death, he summoned his children round 
bim, and after giving them excellent advice^ 
submitted to fate, in the seventy-sixth . y. . 
year of his age, universally regretted Ixuh ,!»,* 
by his immediate connexions and his 
people. 

Edward was immediately proclaimed kini^ on 
his father's death, and received the homage of 
the princes of the^blood and the nobility then aC 
oourt; but the plague raging at Lisbon, he 
withdrew to Cintra, where he spent son^ timc^ 
apparently engaged in rural diwrrsions, but plan-« 
utug laws and regulations for the benefit of his 
subjects. 

Eager to signalize his reign, by extending his 
Qonquests in Barbary, he undertook an expe- 
dition against Tangier ; but the event proved 
very unfortunate. The Portuguese were sa 
hemmed in by the Moors, that they were glacL 
to olfer to deliver up CetHa as a ransom for their 

Vol.. XV. Ji 
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defence. He was now proclaimed a rebel ; bin 
adherents were attainted ^ and he fell himseh' 
with niany of his friends in an action purely de- 
fensive. 

Alonzo was soon undeceived ; but repentance 
canrie too late. That justice, however, which 
had been denied to the duke of Coimbra while 
living, was now paid to his memory when dead. 
The king honoured his remains^ and ordered them 
to be deposited in the same tomb which was des* 
tined to receive his own. 

The plans of discovery, which the genius and 
seal of Don Henry, his uncle, had set on foot, 
were sedulously pursued by Alonzo, and coti" 
aiderable advantages derived from an acquaint- 
ance with the Gold Coast. The Castilians be- 
came jealous of his success, and pretended to 
have a prior right to the discoveries which had 
produced it 3 but the infanta Donna Joanna of 
Portugal having been espoused to Henry IV* 
king of Castile, the business dn^pped for the 
present. 
* j^ Not long after, the queen departed 

• * this life in the flower of her age, not 
without strong suspicions of b^i^g poi- 
soned by the enemies of her father^ The w hole 
nation went into mourning on this oct^asion, and 
the king gave an unequivocal proof of the since- 
rity of his regard, by ever afterwards refraining 
from any commerce with the sex. 

As weii to gratify his ambition as to soothe 
his melancnoly, Alonzo now underioj)k :m ex- 
pedition c^gaihst ih^ Moors, in \vh ch hii met 
with considerable success :it the outset; and, 
after displaying the utmost bravery on a variety 
of occasions^ by dint of perse verance> he at last 

obtained 
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obtained pcMsrssion of Tangier, hitherto deemed 
impregnable, and uhicb had been a principal ob- 
ject in bis long protracted warfare with the 
infidels. 

Aknzn returned laden with glory, and ac- 
qnired die lolly title of the African. He next 
c/efcrmined to support his niece's pretensions to 
(fte crown of Castile ngainKt Ferdinand and Isa« 
beiln ; but in litis he failed, both ^^ ^ a t\ 
warrior an J a politician ; and at last a j\ ' 
])eace was concluded bt:tween the two ' ' 
powers. 

Dt'ona Joannn, his niece, for whom he hnd 
contended with such ill success, t(x>k the veil, 
and Alonzo himself was nu lined to leave his 
son Don John the throne, and retire to a cou« 
vent. Arriving at Cintra, however, he was 
"seized with the plague, which at that . ^ 
time was ravaging his dominions, and fell ,^u * 
a martyr to it, in the forty-ninth year of 
his age. 

As he lived universally beloved, so his dcqth 
was deeply lamented by his people, notwith« 
standing ihe high promise which his successor 
John il. had already given of being an able and 
upright prince. At this time he was twenty- 
sevcti years old, and iie began his reign with 
hlicwing his filial regard, by ordering a splendid 
funeral for his father, and executing his will with 
.the utmost exactness. 

A |)ersoD, with whom he had been very inti- 
mate in his youth, presenting him a written pro- 
mise of being made a count when he should ar- 
five at the sovereignly, John, gravely lookiiig 
on the paper, tore it, and said, " I shall foreeC 
there was such a paper. Such/' added he, 

£3 '' as. 
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" as corrtipt , the minds of yodtig princes, and 
by becoming the instruments of their pleasure, 
extract from them piomises that ought not to be 
performed, may tliink themselves happy if they 
escape punishment." » 

SfX)n after his accession, he called an assembly . 
of the states, in which he received the homage 
of the principal nobility and magistrates. He 
caused many excellent* laws to be enacted, and 
sent commissioners to see them carried into 
execution. He rewarded liberally, he punished 
severely, nr.d reprimanded sharply, in his en- 
deavours to ch(ck the domineering powers of 
his nobles, he met with much resistance j but, 
nnawed by their combinations, he caused tl>c 
duke of liraganya, the husband of the queen's- 
sister, to be beheaded ; because, in violation 
of his allegi-mce, he had put himseff under the 
protection of the kings of Castile and Aragon^ 
His liege sovereign had. however, previously 
given warning J but this being disregarded, John 
wjs not of a disposition to hesitate between 
expedients. The example of this punishment 
operated as a terror to others, though ft did 
not prevent secret cabals. The young duke of 
Viseu, the queen's brother, put himself at the 
head of a conspiracy. Apprised of his treason, 
tije king sent for him, and asked, ** What would 
you do to a man who wished to take away your 
life?'* Visfu replied, *i I would endeavour to- 
be beforehand with him, by killiog him if I 
could. '* Die then by your own sentence," 
said the king, and immediately plunged si dag- 
ger into his breast. Wlien be fell, John, wfilk 
iraiiical severity, bade faim hastei^ to the duke 

0f 
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of Bragan^a, and tell him the issue of his con* 
Irivances, and the fate of his fellow traitors. A 
prodigious tumult followed this affair; but (he 
king avovcd the reasons of his conduct, and ex*- 
ccuted exemplary punishment on all the accom^ 

Splices in (his plot. Some were strangled,, and 
others thrown into cisterns, where their bodies 
: became the prey of vermin. ' 
I' Tills severity, • which could only 'be justified 

from the high provocation that excited it, quieted 
(4:0 turbuicnt nobles; and the reign of Joha 
vas arteiwards btesscd with domestic peace. 

Historiaci have collected many actjons and ex- 

pre<!sions of this monarch which deserve to be pre- 

sened. One of his judges, a man of talents, 

1)111 inaccessible without a bribe, was reprimanded 

in ihe following terms : *' Take care ; I know 

tbtyou keep your hands open, and your doorft., 

shut." The kingdom of Congo*, on the coast 

of Africa, having be(*n discovered in his time; 

*ome navigators complained to him (hnt the inba* 

bitants would not acquaint them with the situation 

of their mines. With great wisdom and justice 

Jojin replied : '* Do not inquire, treat tlierar 

kihdly 3 trade with them according to the rules of 

equity ; carry them such thii.gs as they are fond 

of, and you will have the produce of llieir mines, 

without the labour of digging." 

This prince was well a. quainted with the im-< 
porlauce of a person of bis rank being exact 

• The Portugese discoveries were rather the effedl 
of gradual advances and pcrscveriog industry than of 
6iie bold and concerted plan. The doubling tne Cape of 
Good Hope by Da Oama, aloiie displays a dariD|^ andr 
•rigiaai mind. 
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in the obsen'dDce of usaores. Some of his most 
confidential friends one day represented to him, 
that a certain formality to which he had subjected 
himself, was a mere trine. " Call it not a 
trifle," said he 5 " my example is always of con-* 
sequence." 

In regard to Castile, he acted with consum- 
inale prudence, and brought about a marriage 
between the daughter of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, and his son, the prince ot Portugal. The 
nuptials were celebrated with great jvonip in the 
A Y% city of Evora ; but it was not long be- 
' 14oo' ^^^^ ^^^^ rejoicings which touk ])lace un 
this occasion, were converted to the 
deepest mourning. In riding a race with juve- 
nile impetuosity, the prince's horse fell, and 
bruised him so dreadfully, that he lived only 
till next day, when be expired in great agony. 
This melancholy accident happened in the sight 
of his parents and consort, and ihrew the^whole 
cogrt into the extremes of melancholy. The 
king actually shut himself up for a time; but a 
natural son of his, named George, being intro- 
duced to him by the advice of his physicians, to 
amuse his dejection, he soon conceived such a 
strong affection for him, that he wished, as he 
had no legitimate heir, to leave him his crown. 
This the states steadily opposed; and, at last, 
be wa? obliged to nominate the duke of Bejn, 
Y'ho was, in fact, the nearest legal heir, and 
who afterwards reigned, under the name of 
Emanuel. 

The king falling into an incurable disorder, 
supposed to be the effects of slow poison, and 
4udin^ his dissolution approaching, employed 

all 
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all his remaining strength in arranging the af- 
fairs of bis kingdom. When urged by the am- 
bassador of Ferdinand to join the league relative 
to Italy, in which so many princes were then en- 
gaged, be. said, " I am as ambitious .as any of 
them, but my ambition is of another kind ; I wish 
to be a great king, but the only way to become 
so, in my opinion, is to make my people a great 
nation. For this reason, in the vigour of my 
Hfe^ I never entered into any of these alliances, 
and I shall not do it in my decline.'* 

With these patriotic sentiments he ex- a ^i 
pired, in the fortieth year of his age, ad- ,4^^' 
mired and adored by the common people, " * 
and respected by the nobles. In his reign, Co- 
lumbus had discovered a new continent, and he 
died when Vasquez da Garoa was on the point 
of sailing on the voyage which opened a passage 
to the East. 

' Don Emanuel was twenty-six years old when 
he came to the crown: he was agreeable in 
person, courteous in his behaviour, and univer- 
sally beloved for his generosity, even when in 
a private amdition. He has been calied For- 
tunate for three reasons, and justly so. He 
attained to ti e throne, thongh a remote branch 
of the royal family, being only great-grandson 
ot' Alphonso v.; he succeeded in almost every 
thing he undertook, or if he failed, such a higJi 
opinion was entertained of his abilities, that na 
blame was impuied to him r a third happiness, 
and the greatest of a 1, his predecessor had hr.m- 
bled the nobility, but Emanuel found ihein 
sufficiently tractable to be enabled to restore 
them to their former consequence. 

The mildness of his disposition and the gener 

rosity 
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roslty of his character induced him to protect- 
the Jews', whom his subjects ill trcaied ; but 
'the Portuguese, no longer able to oppress these 
•unfortunate people, now required, with a tone df 
' some autliority, that thry should be ex{^lled. 
This was the only occitsion on -which £n>ann(^l 
•ex|)erienced the opposition of -his subjects, in ati 
affair • contrary Jio his feelings and his better 
judgment, 

' A Ti ^^ *^^ second year of his reign. Da 
'ylf.^ ' Gama discovered the passage to the Eagt 
^^y<* Indies by the Cape of Good Hope. 
The enterprising spirit of the Portuguese, firtt 
roused into action by prince Henry, as already 
noticed, had pronopted them to undertake du- 
znerous voyages along the coast of Africa; and^ 
though they seem to have beeu slow and timid 
in their operations, they gradually became xm- 
boldened by success, and stretched far be- 
yond the boundary of ancient navigation in 
that quarter. When they found within the 
torrid zone, which had lotig been supposed un- 
inhabitable, fertile countries and populous na- 
tions, they conceived the idea, that by pursuing 
the treadings of the coast they should eventually 
reach India. 

Full of the grand project. Da Gama, an 
oilicer of rank and abilities equal to the vast 
undertaking, sailed • Irom the Tngus with a 
small squadron. Unacquainted with the proper 
season and route of navigation in that immense 
ocean through which he had to steer his course, 
his voyage was long and dangerous. At length, 
however, he was fortunate enough to double 
that cape, which had proved- the boundary of 
his couutrymen^s attempts^ the conistant object 

of 
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of their tciror JEiiid their hope. From thenc© 
he proceeded along the south-east coast of 
Africa, till he arrived at Melinda, whrre ])c 
had the satisfaction • to find a people far ad- 
. vanced in civilization, and engaged in active 
coranjerce witli remote countries of A^na. Con- 
ducted by their pilots, he sailed across tbe,ln- 
^n oeean, and landed nt Calicut, on the const of 
Malabar. May '22, J4ps, exactly ten months 
and two days after his departure from the port of 
Listbon. 

Da Gamn conducted himself with amazing 
prudence mid re.s»!uuon in his intercourse with 
the nativci, :i:id, iadin*^ his ships with many 
rich productions of the East, ■ returned to Por- 
tugal, where ht; was received with evrry tes- 
timony of gratitude and respect b}^ the king and 
the nation : 

On the first intellic^cnce of Da.Gama's suc- 
cessful voyage, the Venetians, who had hither- 
to monopolized t'.e trade of the East, with the 
qBick-sighled ; discernment of . merchants, fore- 
saw the. ruin of their commerce, witiuat the 
possibility of either preventing or retarding the 
expected ciisis;. 

The Portuguese, on the other hand, were 
elated with their goodi fortune, aod entered on 
the new career that was opened to their activity, 
with a vigour,. commercial and military, beyond 
what might have been expected from their nar- 
now limits and resources^. Emanuel, however, 
was intelligent and bold ; he was capable of 
forming plans of the greatest magnitude with 
cairn systematic wisdom, and of executing them 
Willi unremitting' perseverance. He selected the 
dost able olfigers to cairy .his . pre-concerted 
; J • measures 
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measures into effect; and^ in little ifiore thdp 
twenty years from the first discovery of the in- 
dies, the Portuguese had made extensive settle- 
ments along the coast, and in a great measure 
diverted the orienial trade from its long accus- 
tomed channel. 

Not satisfied with this ascendant, which they 
bad acquired in India by their good fortune and 
address, they early formed a scheme, more po- 
litic than liberal, of excluding all other nations 
from a participation in the advantages of a 
commerce with the East, aad they partially ac- 
complished what their ambition had planned. 

In consequence of this, >the ranklings of jea- 
lousy and envy, which the Venetians had natu- 
rally indulged, now broke out into overt acts. 
By their instigation, the sultan of Uie Mame« 
lucks fitted out a powerful fleet in the Aed Sea, 
"with a design off attacking the Portuguese, and 
recovering those advantages of which they had 
<leprived him as well as his allies. The Portu- 
guese, however, met this formidable squadron 
^'ith undaunted courage, and totally dcteated 
jS.. After this, ihey continued their progress 
vithout interruption, and established a commer- 
cial enifife, v^liich till that time had no parallel 
in the history of nations. £maRuel, who laid 
the ifoundaiion of this mighty fabric, had the 
felicity to see it almost completed ; and, -besides 
this splendid appendage of £is 'Cro^vn, he added 
the important {>rovince of Brazil to his domi'- 
Dions. 

Ihe Portuguese monarch, indeed, was too 

wise to engage in any enterprise that did not 

|>romise interest as well as glory. He lived on 

^ood terms witli his aeighbours, and copfined 

hr& 
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b?9 wars to tne coast of Africa ; for his conqo? sts, 
boib in the east and the west, scarcely dv served 
tbe appellation of military aflBJrs. No king ever 
cKsplayed more magnificence ; and, from tl;c dis- 
coveries he had made, and the ci/nsenneot influx 
of wealth into his dominions, few were better 
able to inddlge in expensive parade. Foreigners 
were struck with the splendor of his embassies > 
and magnificent colleges, charches, palaces, and 
hospit^s, which were daily rising throughout hrs 
kingdom, attested to his people the liberal spirit 
of their sovereign^ and the. happiness of his go- 
verooieDt. 

Under this reign, however, the plagne made its 
appearance, as it had done frequently before ; yet 
famine never approached the coasts of Portugal, 
though it wasted the strength of Africa, to which 
the compassionate Emanuel stretched out the hand 
of assistanoe. 

After having achieved such great things, ani) 
nrrived at the summit of human glory, the king 
of Fortagal, smit with the mania of the tin^es^ 
bad formed a design of abdicating the throne, 
and retiring to a convent. Observing, however, 
that by a premature elevation to sovereign pow-> 
er, his son was likely to tarnish the honour h^ 
had acquired, he changed his design, and de-» 
dicated bis time as before to the service of his 
country, though he never appeared so hapjjy; 
or in such an amiable point of view, as when sur- 
rounded by bis family, with whom he spent his 
leisure in the sweetest endearments of dcaiestic 
society. 

Such was the exalted character of Emnnucl, 
4iat some will not allow he had any faults, but 
Mily virtues carried to excess y aad from an impar- 
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tial estimate of his conduct, it must be con- 
fessed, that few greater or better men have ap- 
penrcd on the stage of life. Attached to the hb&- 
ral arts, he shewed , ti.e greatest, deference to 
learned men while alive, and mourned their loss 
with unaffected sorrow. In n>any of t:;e sci- 
ences he excelled, and in all the little arts that 
embellish life, and render us happy and beloved, 
he had {f\w equals. The last and the. most 
glorious trait in his character, whicli we shall 
nit ntion, is the complinient that has been paid 
him. of banishing poverty and distress from bit 
dominions. 

. jy An epidemic fever, "which termiiuited 
., .* * in a mortal disease, carried off this patriot 
King at the age of fifty- three, at a time 
when his subjects were congratulating theai* 
selves, from a consideratioa of hi* uniform Icm- 
pernnce and the soundness of his constituticUv 
that liis reign was likely to be protracted to tLcut* 
most limits of Imman life;. 

His son and successor,, John III. inl:^rited 

many. of the noble f^ajjties.of his father^ and 

particularly his disccrnmcut in .thip choice of 

luliiLsiers. One of ^hen), named Don Aufonio. 

jfVom the subsequent anepdote which is recorded 

^'of him, seems to have ^deserved his contidencc; 

"^ ;*1he lord, of Azamlnija, descended from one of' 

•T ' thfj^oldest lhmiii( s in Porjugiil, by the derange* 

/ .'meiU of hi.s affairs,, in consequence of his ex- 

, . pences in the ting's service, was reduced to the 

.necessity of offering hii lands for sale. ** lliejr 

lie adjacent to you," said the king to Antonio s 

** you will do well to purchase them.'* ".Your 

. p^ajesty/* Replied the noinisier, *' will do better 

if.yiou ^^nable the proprietof to k^eptheo); foe 
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he and his ancestors have bL-en ruined only by the 
services which tiiev have rendered to the crown." 



John listened to this monition, and, by :i g«:nc- 
Ions i^ccion, prevented the fall of an illustrious 
famity. 

If this prince, however, w!kj certahily wHj not 
dttidt^iit in judgment or goodness, did not esta- 
blish the inquisition, he at Ijast suffered it to as- 
Bfime a power under Avhich the Portuguese have 
long'groanbd; N» doubt, he imagine J that he 
^as taking the most effectual means to reform 
Ihc morals at his people^ by purifying Christianity 
amoirg them ; but, in fact, he made only hypo* 
Crites, who are unquestionably worse tlian h^re-* 
tics or even infidels. The latter, it is to be I oped; 
tome titn^ or other open Iheir eyes to the convic- 
tion Gff hnn}utat)le and divine truth; but the for«J 
mcr are witliout principle, and therefore incapable 
4>f reformation. 

Durins: the reii^rn of John HI. Solvman the 
j^ognificent, the most enlightened monarch of 
the Ottoman race, jealous of the- rismg power 
iHid opulence of the Portuguese in the East, ai>d • 
eager to Supplant them, ordered the bashaw of 
Kgypt to employ his whole force against the 
Christians in that quarter. Accordingly, the 
bashaw sailed down the Rod Sea with an im- 
mense aVir.ament; but so well w. re the Portu- 
gi:ehe prepared ft*r his reception, that he expe- 
ner.cKl noUnng, except deteat ai'td di.-grace. In 
AliitM, iiki wisr, ihi- king of Fez was hriffled 
Ixn'rc tilt* t'wn of Safi j and the inluiel-. q'.iar- 
re h:u^ one with ar.ot er, furnished a plausible 
i>{)|>i)rrunity ior p.tiacking thrm in all directions: 
but Jolui wisely snlisfied himself with securing 
wti;tt be had already f;nined on that continent, 
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and with repelling aggression, when any one virnt 
bold enough to contend with him. . 

At home he strenuously exerted himself in rep 
conciiing difi^erences among his nobility, and esta- 
blishing wholesome regulations respecting preoe« 
dency, some of which subsist at .this day. He 
had, indeed, formed several great designs, which 
were almost ripe for execution, when be was 
suddenly called from a tertiporal to an eternal 
. Pj state. He had previously the misery to 

* y ' behold the scythe of death extended over 

'! his family, and mowing down, without 

distinction, both old and young of both sexes. He 

left only one son, Sebastian III. an infant about 

three years of age. 

The regency, during the minority of thte 
chiUi, was Committed to the hands of his gnnd^' 
mother, who behaved with great prudence and 
circum.s|)ection ; but the Moors, supposing that 
they might easily dispossess the Portuguese of 
their African possessions under a female g»» 
vernmcnt, took the field with an army of 80,000 
men : the queen regent sent, however, such 
speedy succours, and promised such ample re- 
wards to those who distmguished tht^mselves. * 
that the enemy were obliged to abandon the en* 
terprise. Tiis success for a time supported her 
authority ; but, finding the people generally dis* 
atfixted to her as a woman and a Castilian, »he 
voluntarily surrendered her power into the hands 
of cardinal Don Henry, the j'oung king's uncle. 
By him Don Alexias de Meneses v< as appointed 
governor, and Gonsales de Gomtra, with twQ, 
other priests, preceptors to Sebastian. These 
inculcated principles which totally destroyed the 
boi)es which it was their duty to have realized. 
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Hi^ goTerDor was continually impressing on his 
tender mind, that courage was the chief Yirtoe 
of a king, aod that danger was to be despised 
where glorf was the ohject in view. The priest?, 
on the other hand, instead of instructing him in 
tmc fdigion, only inspired him with an abhor- 
rrace of heretics and infidels ; and, in conse- 
quence of this preposterous plan of instruction, he 
b camera«>h, inconsidrrtite, and obstinate, a bigot, 
snd a fnnritic : all whirh odious qualities nited, 
eventually involved both himself and his kingdom 
in ruin. 

No sooner was he emancipated from the tram- 

mrls of education, than ie wj^s intlamrd with a 

dr-tire of giving proofs of his intrepidity, and of 

his implacable t atred \o Mahometanism. It was 

this fatal enthusiasm which hurried him into an 

ilWomcerted ex|)cdiiion again«it the Moors on ihc 

' coast «»f Africa, notwithstanding the entreaties of 

' his most prudent counsellors, and the remon- 

«tnnces of several foreign princes, who kindly 

interested themselves in his welfare. 

Sebastian was deat to the voire of reason and 
ihc expostulations of friendship. The queen 
died of grief on account of her grandson's ob- 
' ttinate impetuosity -, and Don Henry, to who^e 
misconduct in his education this madness had 
been wholly owing, retired in despair to his 
«ee. The nobility, whose talcutji had been ma- 
tured by age and experience, <^.eclined to allcnd 
in council, lest they shmild .«eem to sanction tfy 
iheir presence a crisis which they could not 
•vert. His very ambassadors wrote to him in 
the name of the princes at whose court;* tluy 
iL'bidwd, but uoth ng cnnl i dissuade him from 
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his projected enterprise. The duke * of Maact- 
regnas, who had naped so many laurels in lil- 
dla, added all ihc weight of his high cliaracter to 
dutiful entreaties to desist ; but, instead of listen- 
ing to his suggestions, Sebastian, joining derisioa 
to insult, called a council of physicians^ who, in 
order to gratify their sovereign's folly, were in- 
duced to declare, in consequence of the prudent 
advice of Mascaregnas, that courage naturally 
diminished with increase of years, and tlrat it was 
nothing unusual to see a man who bad in the 
vigour of his age signalized his bravery, becofOQ 
timid and irresolute towattls the clo»e of bis 
days. 

Even the king of Fez himself, against whom 
Sebastian directed his arms, made rcpresenta* 
tions which displayed rather compassion for a 
giddy youth, about to thiow himself down a 
precipice, than either fear or policy. A$ the 
pretence assumed by the king of Portugal ft>r 
commencing war was the restoration of Muly 
Mahomet to the throne of Morocco and Fez, 
from which he had been driven by his uncle 
Muicy Moluh, the latter wrote to him in rr» 
spectful terms, and produced incontestible evi- 
dence, to prove that his nephew . was a most 
degraded character, a cruel tyrant, and in every 
respect unworthy the favour or assistance of a 
good man. The African farther entreated his 
Catholic majesty, with whom he lived on friend- 
ly terms, to second his remonstrances j and, in 
order to render them more efficacious, lie ot> 
fered to augment the territory round the Porta - 
guese fortresses in Africa with ten thousand 
acres of laud : ** Not«*' added ine, with a suit- 

abia 
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«We magnanimity, '• tliat I dread the issue of (he 
coHte.it, but because I am anxious to prevent the 
useless cffuMon of' human blooii.** 

On the 24ih of June, in the year 1577, Se- 
bastian set sail from the port of Lisbon with a 
licet of fifty ships and live gallies, and transports 
Bnd tenders, making nearly one tliousnnd saiK 
He bad twelve pieces of cannon, and about lifti-cn 
iFiousnnd men, composed of natives and various 
foreign adventurers*, who were allured to join 
bia standard by the hopes of plunder and dis- 
lipation. 

Against this motley groupe, Moluh, an aged 
warrior, advanced with an army of one hun- 
dred thousand men. The experience of the 
African soon convinced hiiA^ on the lundin:; of 
die Portnguese, from the unskilful manccnvres 
oC their chiefs, that he had little to dron<l Worn 
sd^ien, however brave, that were so badly otci- 
^cred. His principal cot>cern was, lest the (;bb- 
ing tide of life should not allow him time to 
beat them -, for, at this important crisis, he felt 
-the atta4:ks of a mortal fever, and knew his 
destiny was sealed. When the two armies, how- 
ever, came in sight of each other, near Aka- 
• zarquiver, Moluh, though unable to sit on 
tmrricbiick, gave orders from his litter with the 
s|>irit and prudence of a veteran commander; 
«nd no s<M>ner were both sides drawn np in 
iKinle arraj', and ready to engage, thriii he 
caused hinwif to be placed on horseback, that 
be might liave an opportunity of observing whc- 

♦ Amon.'^ the rwt were seven hr.ndrod U.-ilinm, coir- 
m^ndtii by an ]'n«;li«h exile, named Sir'f lioniasStukeley, 
wlxMo iitu wan a tiMuc vi rgmanac exploits. 

ther 
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ther his dispo«;ilions were duly executed. Sa<l«-* 
fied as to this point, he returned to -his litter, and 
gave the signal to engage. 

On the first attack, the Portuguese infantry 
gained some little advantage, on which Moluh, 
for. a moment forgetting his extreme debility, 
threw himself from his litter, mounted a horse, 
aiul was rushing to the charge sword in hand. 
His gtinrds checked his impetuosity, but thit 
last eff.irt so exhausted the smdU remains of h\% 
strengtji, that he sunk down in tlieir arms He 
was carried bnck to his littor, and, placing hig 
finger before- !iis mouth, as a signal that he re- 
cojiimended silence, in that attitude he expired, - 

To keep up the d^^xreption in the eyes ot the 
Moorish troops, a r^riegado, named HametTaba, 
who remaiimd by the litter, occasionally drew the 
curtnins a Irtile aside, as if to receive orders, while 
Multty Ham-t, the brother nf the deceased p'.o- 
iiarc.i, couimjuded in his room, and gained a 
complete victory. The whol- Portui^urse army, 
except about fifty men, were either killed or take^ 
prisoners. 

The fate of Seba*{tian is variously related. It 
seems h« was wounded with a bullet in the. 
shoulder, but as the wound was not dangeroun, 
be continued to combat, and had two horiies 
killed under him. The flower of his nobility fell 
by his side in the action ; and respecting hunselC 
MC select from the contradictory massot accouiiti 
what appear most probable, or have had mo^t 
supporters. 

The first states, that the Moors surrounded 
him, deprived him of his sword and his arms, 
and having secured bis person, a quarrel aro^te 
aojoD^ his captors, on which oaeof ibcir genera^*^ 

ndin^ 



ill fijMMw dmn, cxclaiiiied* " ^Tut, re 
'wIkh God fass givrn joa so ^ionoas a 
r, woold fpo cat one aoothcr's tiinMii<i 
aprimwr?** at tbesaroetiroeaiininga blow 
Mtfiao, he brought him to the grouiid, while 
It dispatched him. In coDfonnitj to this 
Niv it is farther said that Mukj Hamet sent 
laj to the spat whrre this scene bad psttsei^ 
obe of the kiog^s ralets discor c ird hit 
t'm body among the slain, and that others 
lized it also by verj probable marks ; 
ia allowed that his vts3ge was too mnch 
uned to admit of certain proofs. TLi j body, 
rer, was delivered op, and^ being con* 
tm the monastery of Belero, was interred 
I the princes of Pbrtugal with ail possible 
Dity. 

5 Other most likely account is that of Louis 
a Portagoese nobleman, wbo, retiring from 
me of carnage with bis colours wrapped 
his body, was met by the king, who called 
* Hold fast your colours, and let us die 
them.'* The prince immediately rushed 
I the Moors, and was taken. Brito deli- 
hiro, but in the event was himself seized, 
icr with the colours. While they were r:ir- 
liiiu away, lie observed Sebastian, who was 
irsued. Dj)n Louis de Lima dr|X)sed, like- 
that he mt*t liiii majesty .idvanciiig towards 
rer, and thib was the last time that he saw 

BSf^ circnmsfanci's deserve to be recorded, 
se, about tweniy years after this f;ual dny, 
ion appeareil at Venice, who prelendtvi 
; Don Scbastinn, and gave a very pluusi- 
;coui)t at leu.*>t tor hiis 4tf-«ipi>eHram:e. lie 

• 8aid| 



58 rORTUGAL. 

8aid,,tliat after tbe battle he dragged himsdf. 
from below the dead bodies with which l)e was 
covered, and after wandering^ about some tiin6 
in Afirica, he returned to Portugal, and even ca« 
tered his own palace, where shame prevented 
him from making himself known. Certain it is, 
this person had the gait, statnre, gestures, and 
voice of Don Sebastian ; and> in confirmation of 
liis idoitity, he isihewed tbe scars of his woundf, 
and particularly those in hut shoulder and ovcir 
his eye. 

Several of the Portuguese recognized and 2K^ 
knowiedged him. The commissioners too, whom 
the senate of Venice had appointed to inletrogate 
him, were much astonished to hear him gfve alk 
account of some secret negotiations with that re* 
public*. Struck with his manly confidence, die 
invariable firmness of his answers, his modesty, 
his piety, and the fortitude with which he bore 
his sad misfortunes, they durst not declare hini 
fln impostor. The Spanish ambassador, however^ 
insisted that he should be expelled from the 
state of Venice, and the senate, though weH 
inclined to grant him an asylum, did not venture 
to refuse. 

After this, the real or pretended Sebastian 
retired to Florence, where be was arretted by 
order of the grand duke of Tuscany, and de- 
li\'ered up to count de Lctnos, viceroy of Na- 
ples, for the king of Spain, who at that time 
was in possession of tiie throne of Portugal. 

* Though inclined to believe that this man was no im- 
postor, is it not possible that the rival Venetiaus might 
have set him up to coniound die Portuguese, an4 fur* 
nishcd him with information chat would give a veri&hni* 
litiide to hit relation ? 

When 
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WTicn the prisoner appeared before the riceroy, 
being asVeil wlio he was, he iv;>]icd, •* You cer- 
tsnnly ouglit to know nie» as you was twice 
charged with an embassy to my court.*' He then 
civtrred into, the drtail of soiue secret circum- 
stances tkit cool J have been ki.own onJy to the 
prioce who then sat on the throne. He even 
astooisbed two princesses* rein ted to Don Sebns- 
.^ao, by the closeness of his rcpliL's to some ques- 
tions which cariosity promptc^d them to propose 
tohtm. 

• For a time be was mildly treated, though re- 
tained a prisoner; but, after the death of the 
count de I^mos, he w3s put to the torture in 
trder to force him to a rt- tniction of his declara- 
tioos. This bc^ steadily rtrfused to make, in spita 
•fall that rngc-nious cruelty could inflict. It was 
next tried to make him contemptible ii\ the eyc:i 
€»f tlwt public which either favoured or pitied him. 
lie was prnad' d about the streets of Naples on an 
as^, j>rea'<l' d by a public crier, who announced 
tim as the impostor that. called himsdf Don Se- 
|^i>iian, king of Portugal; to which he conitanfly 
rcplird, ** J am Stbnjjiian;" at.d when the: crier 
mklf^d that he wns a (^.alabrian, he exclaimed in a 
WJer tone, *' That is false,** 

AHt;r this ignominious ceremony he was de- 
taiiMrd a prisoner- some time longer in the king- 
ciooi of Naples, and was then removed to Castile^ 
vhcre he was never henrd of more. 

Unable to account for bis knowledge of many 
dvciunstanceH relative to Portugal, and unwil- 
Ijog.tu allow that he was the identical Don 
Sebu»tian, the 5paD'mrc:*t gravely pretended that 
be was.a magiciau,. pnd that the devil suggested 
Id him those illgsious which were calculated to 
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make an impressiott on credulous minds. R 
most, however, be aIlowr<l, tbut, supposing him 
in reality to Iiave beeu aft impostor, ibcy ought tt>' 
have convicted him by the clearest evidence, in 
order to justily their treatment o^' inm, and to un- 
iteceive the world. ' » 

In Portugal, Don Sebastian was considered 
and believed to be really dead ^ and, in conse- 
A n quence, the cardinal Htnry, his uncle, 
i ' . ' assumed the reins o£ government, at the 

' ' advanced age of sixty-seven. His situa«* 
tion was irksome in the extreme. All the 
young nobilfty were cut olF, or carried int^^ 
lilave) y, and the kingdom was exhausted of men, 
money, and reputation. The iirst wish of the- 
nation was, that the king should marry, in or* 
der that he might leave heirs, and prevent a 
civil war, witii which the kingdom was me-> 
n»ced, in case of the failure of the direct royal 
line. A dispensation having been proposed for 
the old cardinal, both as a priest and a bishop, 
the consistory of Rome debated on the subject, 
but political reasons induced them to suspend 
their decision. 

Fiom the moment, indeed, that Henry as* 
cended the throne, he beard of nothing elt^ 
but successors. Three competitors preferred 
claims to the throne of Portugal, whenever tt 
ahould become vacant 3 tlie prince of Parma, 
the duche6s of Braganya, and Philip 11. c€ 
Spain. The. two last liad nearly an ecjual right. 
Henry was extremely i)artial to the duchess of 
Bragauya, but dreaded the power of Spain; 
and, tlms wavering bei\ireen his inclinations and 
his fears, he died without declaring a sac* 
lessor. He )ived si\lv*eight years, and reignedr 

amidttt 



gmidst incessant vexation and chagrin about se- 
venteen months. He was the nincteentli sove- 
ragn» and the seventeenth kinj^ cA' Portugal, thtt 
^ghth aoil Jast of his house ; tor in him tenninat* 
ed the inaie line of the Ponuguene princes, after 
baviog subsisted upwards of four hundred and 
alztr years. 

Henry was little esteemed, notwithstanding 

lie possessed many g^)od qualities, and he would 

Jiavc; left the world without the regret ot his 

people, bad they not reflected on the storms to 

which ihey were about to be exposed. In order 

to allay theiu in some measure, Heniy had named 

five governors, into whose hands the hovercign 

power was. to be deixxited alter liis death, till a 

successor should be legally appointed. Th« 

graiid afiair relative to the succession was to b« 

debated in their presence ; but, in fact, the 

business had beeir settled before the king mad« 

hjs exit. Of the five governors or regents, a 

majority were in the imprest of Philip 11. of 

Spain ; but, to support his pretensions, he had 

a more decisive Toice-— an army of twenty 

thousand men, commanded by the duke of 

Alba, wbo bad orders to enter Portugal with- 

•ut delay. 

That kingdonv wajr far from being in a statt 
capable of opposing an etiectual resistance to so 
fiMrniidable a force. The Spaniards, theretore> 
advanced with order and discipline, no one dis- 
puting their progress, except the prince of Crato, 
the illegitimate nephew of the deceased king, 
who caused himself to be proclaimed by the p(i* 
pulace of Lisbon, to whont he was generally 
acceptable. His troops, composed' of raw men, 
collected. in haste, badly armed a£ul appointed » 
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lived gratitude in a few» and made a number cif 
malecontentfl, to which tinie was continually 
adding. 

Thus Philip, with every appearance of a 
refined policy, and of an anxious desire to please^ 
found hi» new subjeds still more and more dift* 
gusted with bis government $ particularly wbei| ' 
they perceived that the partisans of Don An- 
tonio were treated with a degree of rigoor» 
which the forlorn state of his fortunes could 
not either justify or require. The exiled prince; 
however, still retained and used the title of 
king of Portugal ; and, after conciliating the 
good wiH <f( France, to which be had retired; 
with a fleet of 60 sail mnd a considerable body of 
troops furnished by that crown, he made an at- 
tenipt on Tercera. The Spaniards, however, re- 
pulsed him with great loss, and inflided exem«- 
plary punishment oh the Portuguese prisoners 
found in his service. 

Nevertheless, Don Antonio retained possessioa 
of a few places, coined money, and exercised" 
other adts of regal power; but his affairs be- 
coming more and more dssperate, with sbnne 
ditiiculty lie made a second e8ca))e into France, 
From ti.encc he passed over into England, where 
he was well rrceivT^d ; and as Elizabeth was 
equally hostile lo the Spaniards, many priva- 
teers were covertly fitted ont against them, un- 
der the commission of Antonio. After Philip, 
however, had wrakt-ned his power by the equip- 
ment of the armada, and lessened his credit by 
seeing it totally defeated, the queen of England 
openly espoused the cause of Don Antonio, as 
much with a view of avenging herself as of sery* 
iughim; and Sir John N orris and Sir Francis 

Drake 
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Drake wrre sent with a powerful squadron and 
army to attempt seating him on the throne of 
Portugal. 

> It was on this occasion that he agreed to 
hcvrrow 200,000 ducnt.s of Muky Hamet, king of 
Fez and Morocco, for the repayment of which he 
deJtvered up his son Don Christopher as an hos- 
tage. But Piiilip, aware of tiie correspondence 
between them, hy a drcp stroke of policy surren- 
dtred Arzihi to the Moors, in order to put an end 
to the negotiation ; and disputes arising hrtweea 
Norris and Drnke, in consequence of an ill-con- 
Grrted attack uf)on Conuina, the expedition, 
which had t)een undei taken with such fuvourablts 
oinens, terminated in nothini^. 

Antonio reimnrd to Knglaod with tijc fleet, 
which impoite<l the p)i!giie, the only memorable 
circumstance attending the expeilition \ but tiiid- 
ing himself little regarded, he withdrew once 
more into France, where he foil into great po- 
Ferfy and disireus. At length, atier various 
vicissitndes of fortune, he departed this lite in 
the (i4tli year o( his a^^e, njid was buried in the 
cUureli of the nuns of Ave Maria. He left 
SRveral children behind him ; but having taki n 
the vows of celibacy and chastity helore their 
birth, they were regarded as illegitimate. To 
the last, he maintained a considerable interest iii 
Portugal, and had at different times drawn im- 
mense sums of monev from that kingdom ; all 
which he squandered away in fruitless negotia- 
tions, and inettednal attempts to disturb thq 
Spanish possessions in every part of the globe. 

But Don Antonio was not the only person, 
who set up claims to the crown of Portugal, 
The nation^ as much from a detestation of the 
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Spanish yoke as a predile6lion for its hereditary * 
kings, were continually amusing themselves with 
the hopes that Don Sebastian would appear, like 
another Messiah, for their deliverance. So strong 
was this propossession, and such' a degree of 
credulity reigned aiwong the pdpulace, that it 
was proverbially said, they Would have taken a 
negro for Don Sebastian. This humour was 
sure to be gratified by the ambition of some and 
■ the folly of others. Without adverting again . 
to that Sebastian who a^^ed such a rehi«rkabie 
part at Venice, and whose pretensions as welf as 
his ultimate fate are covered with an impend 
trable veil, several psendo- Sebastians appeared ii» 
the heurt of Portugal itself, two of whom we shall 
particularize. One was the son of a tiler at Al- 
cobaza, who, after a short career of profligacy, 
turned hermit, ami from his solitude burst lorth 
as the ,real Sebastian. This ignordnt pretender 
had two associates in his folly or his villany, for it 
IS doubtful which predcminated most, one 6( 
•*vh6m was stylfd Don Christopher de Tavora, 
the other the bishop of Guarda. ' These began • 
to collect money, ' i\ud were in' a fair way of 
exciting serious distuibances, had not the cardi- 
nal arch-duke caused ihcm to be apprehended, 
and after exposing the pretended Sebastian with 
cveiy mark of ignominy, sentenced him to the 
gallies for liie, while his friend, the self-con* 
secrated bishop of Evora, was condemned lo be 
hanged. 

^I'he second representative of Don Sebastian 
was Gonsalo Alvarez, the son of a mason. This 
inan having promised to make the daughter of 
a rich yeoman his queen, through the ir.ilucnde 
c^ bk wletidei father-iq-law, raised a banditti of 

licarly 
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nearly 1000 merit and some blocvl was spilt l)efiirc 

he was secured. At length, incontcstiblr proofs 

being brought of llic imposture, Alvr.rez nnd 

hia principal supporter wcrtr hnnged, drawn, and 

quarterrd at Lisbon. 

In short, so unpopnlar was Philip hrccjine in 
Fortu>;al, that any person wlio had hnrdiness 
eoongh to attempt disliubiri.^ his government, 
va» sore to find some parti.'^iins ; ypt it docs not 
appear that he merited this so much from r.ny 
regular design of injuring the people, as from 
an erroneoQs conduct, and a restless amWuion. 
His immense preparations for the invasion of 
England, in which be was so completely foiled, 
impoverished all his Kuropean dominions, but 
on l6c Portuguese had the' most fata! etfects. 
The pretensions of Don Antonio, ai.d the hoj.es 
€f despoiling their Indian fleets, roured ail the 
energies of tlie £i;g*ish, from whose pow^r 
Pfji/ip found himself incapable ot dcfendii g 
them. Hence loud clamours, sometimes with- 
out reason, and generally without remedy. The 
king, in order to allay those expressions of dis-. 
coiitent, borrowed money of the nobility on thtt 
security of thecustotns; and this, though a tem- 
|)orary relief, only increased the evil it was in- 
tended to remove. The public revenue thus 
mortgaged became fixed and hereditarv, so that 
tlie merchant was oppressed, while the king was 
not benefited. 

This expedient being soon exhausted, a cer- 
tain per centage was im}X)Hed, in the nature of 
fihip-money, for the defence of the coasts and 
the protection of commerce, which for a time 
■was ppDperly applied; but, sanctioned by custom^ 
h grew at last to be considered as part of the 

royal 
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royal rcvrnnc, and went into the exchequer with* 
out account. This paved the way for the ap- 
propriation of other branches of national in- 
come, which were generally misapplied ; so that 
during the eighteen years which Philip swayed * 
the sceptre of Portugal, the nation was become 
visibly impoverished, and yet the exchequer was 
not filled. 

Much, however, as the Portuguese complained 
of thtir sJniMtion under Philip II. they found hii 
Tt^'is^^n the go den age, compared with that of his 
smrc^vorh. His soti Philip IIL ot Spain had tilled 
the throne tuenty years, Ix-fore he deigned to visit 
Pormgal. Apprized of his arrival, the inhabi- 
tanis of I,isl)i>n ptit themselves to an enormous 
ekpence to receive him with splendour, for which 
th; y gained little more than the comptiment, 
*• ilnit before he entered Lisl)on, he had no idea 
how i^reMt a kintr he was." 

On this occasion he held an assembly of the 
Maies, in which his son was sworn successor j 
and thus hiu'ing arctmipli'-hed every ol)ject he had 
in view, he returned into >pain with a false con- 
ception ofMhe riches nt Portugal, from the toolisi) 
di.<>p'ay of niaginficence which had attended iiis 
uojournment in Lisbon. 

On his death- bed he bitterly deplored that tic 
had not acted the part of a good kitig towards 
his subjects when it was in his power; and bad 
dying resolutions been worthy of regard, audit 
had pleased Providence ,to prolong his days, per- 
haps he might have deserved the gratitude of his 
people, and the praise of posterity. 

The reign of Philip IV. was a tissue of ill 
fortune and badly concerted measures: all bis 
dominions sutterid severely 3 but Portugal to 

llie 



the nitjst excessive degree. The loss of Ormus 
m the East, of Brazil in the Wv st, together with 
a series of coUatera) misfortunes, brongbt the 
Portuguese to the lowest ebb. The whole face of 
the kingdom was covered with the most horrible 
wretchedness, and poverty and weakne:s8 seemed 
to every penetrating mind to be the engines which 
the Spaniards were employing to reduce^^Portugal 
to an appendant province. 

These are only the outlines of transactionf 
dfiring a period of sixty years : to enter into 
detffils would only be a history of the successive 
encroachments made by the Spanish ministers on 
the fundamental articles of the union ; enc(oach<« 
ments so flagrant, that one would have imagined 
they had studied |o provoke the wrath of Hea- 
ven, and insult the patience of men^ 'instead of 
availing themselves in an honourable way of the 
wealth, the powef^ and the martial spirit of the 
Lusitanian people. 

It was the very basis of all their privileges 
that the kingdom should remain separate and, 
independent, and in consequence that Lisbon 
should remain tbe seat of government and of 
justice ; but this was so little observed, that nei- 
ther promotion nor right were to be obtained 
without an expensive and a tedious journey to 
Madrid. It was stipulated in tlie original com- 
pact, that an assembly of the states should be 
held frequently ; but they \^rcre only thrice con- 
vened in the space of sixty years. The king was 
to reside within the realm as long and as often 
as possible ; instead of which the two first Phi-> 
Hps who swayed the sceptre of Portugal, made 
each a short visit to that country once, and the 
third Philip dispensed with that compliment al- 
together* 
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together. The viceroy was to be •»• liatiVe 6t • 
Portugal, or a prince or prirtcess of tbe blood ;■ 
yet when any of the royal family noraibally boro- ' 
that title, tbe power was sure to be vested in a 
Spaniard. The council of Portugal,^ whicfay ac^ 
curding to tbe convention, was to be compoGed 
wholly of natives, was on the contraiy filled ^ 
with Castilians, as were also the garrisonSj * ill 
equal violation of the Portuguese rights. TH^' 
presidents of provinces or corregidbrs were also ., 
to be natives ; but this was evaded by ' ke^iog'^ : 
those offices in the king's own hands. No dty^ - 
town, or distri^^y was to be alienated to any ek*' '^' 
cept Portuguese; yet, in defiance of thisj thd -^ 
duke of Lerma received sundry grants of towflii'- ' 
and lands. Natives, it was stipulated, were alono ' 
eligible to all posts, civil, military, and judicial/ 
but the fa^ was, all offices were given promise ' 
cuously to , foreigners, or sold to the higheM- 
bidder, not excepting the government of ca^tles^ 
dties, and provinces. In short, such were the - 
abuses that bad gradually crept in, that scarceljr * 
one article of the original agreement entered intoi 
with Philip was observed either in its letter or 
spirit. 

The consequence of this base and ungene- ' 
rous condu6t: was, 'that the Portuguese, whd 
had never been well afFefled to their Spanish 
masters, being driven to desperation, were de- 
termined to emancipate themselves. The flame 
of patriotism, which had only been represscdi 
but not extinguished, duriiig an oppression 6f 
sixty years, began to blaze afresh. Pride and 
indignation were the fuel that'fed it. Yet though 
the general sentiment was freedom, • some par-' 
ticular bbnd was necessary to unite tbe discon- 
tented 
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tented nobility. They could indeed read in each 
, jilhcT*s eyes the secret wishes of the heart ; but 
they were afraid to communicate what all felt 
to be eiLpedient and jusl. 

In this dilemma, one person of more fortitude 
fcban the regt stepped forward, and. spoke the pub- 
lic mind in the ears of individuals of the great* 
ttt weight and influence. This was John Pinto 
libdroj steward to the duke of Braganva, a 
AoUeman . descended from ihe royal family of 
Ibrti^al, aqd who had an incontestible right to 
the crown,. in case the Spanish tyranny could be 
cirercome. On this arcount he was very nar* 
mwly watched by the faption of Spain ; but the 
. {vodence and- address of Pinto opened a way for 
9 ooaference of the nobles, most favourabJe to 
us design, without endaiiu;ering or exposing his 
master, who was either apparently or in reality 
igDorani of the intended revolution in his favour. 

The established character of the duke of. Bra* 
gJOfa appears to have been excellently adapted 
to the circumstances in which he was placed. 
Afild, modest, and devoid of ambition, though 
be was the constant ol;>ject of Spanish vigilance, 
. he did nothmg that could excite their jealousy. 
His only crime in their eye^ wns the title torij^httf 
«f which they .were sensible they had deprived 
bm ; . and this to usurpers will always be a 
iource of fear and enmity. His moderation, 
indeed, was. so generally known and acknow- 
ledged, tfiat the nobility who had leagued to- 
gether in order to raise him to the tiirone, were 
actually in doubts whether, in consequence of 
their.- most brilliatU success, he would sacrifice 
domestic enj.oyments to the splendour of roy- 
aky. 

Erea 
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• Even Pinto, when consulted on this impoFtaotf 
bead, did not venture to give a decisive answer^ 
without a reference to bis master. He intro* 
duced, therefore, a deputy from the associated 
nobles, that the duke might satisfy their doubts. - 

Just at tbi» period, howevever, Braganva wat 
invited to- Madrid under such ar shallow pretenoo 
of his presenee being rer|uired at court, that be 
could nol entertaivi a doubt of a design to detaki 
l^im as a captive or a. hostage, in this dilemma^ 
lie consuited the duchess his spouse, a woman 
of superior understanding, who niade him tbi« 
re^ly : " Death awaits you at Madrid, and will» 
perhaps, reach you at Lisbon ; brit there yoil 
can only expect to die like a miserable pris€Nierf 
here you will fatt covered with gk>ry, and- n 
king. This is the alternative at the very worst > 
but let us hope Hot the best, from the alfedion o? 
the people, the justice of youc cause, and thq 
divine protection.*^ 

* A deep plot having been foma.ed {ind maturec^ 
and all its ramifications now arranged, the ne-^] 
bility only waited for the thike's consent, to co»i-' 
inence their operations. Stveral of li;e principal, 
citizens of the capital had aUo been gained over^ 
or. voluntarily came into a measure, in^hieb all 
indeed who had a spark of patriotism in tbdr.' 
breasts would have been eager to engage, had- 
they been trusted with the secret 

• To etfectuaie ti.eir designs, sonoe principi^. 
BQanufat^turers, who had joined in the. scheme^ 
discharged their workmen, under pretence of the 
atagnatiun of coiiiinerce, in order that miscfjF 
end famine might render them more ready to 
Kssist in bringing about a revolution. The con- 
spirators iht4i assembled at the house of one. of 



tf I the poinu of attack wefe marked 
e diffisrent posts astigned ; and the whole 
loceeded to the executioo of their project 
mt roads, aoroe oo foot, some on iK}rse<' 
ad others in liUen, that tliey might escape 
D of their design. In tliis manner thcjr 
sd round the palace, which was inhabited 
ioe-qaeen and the secretary of state Vas« 

who possessed unlimited authority, and 
d it whhout the least moderation. 

aeeing his friends around him, about 
1 the momiog gave the signai agreed 
ing a pistol, upon whidi they all rushed 
.fierent gates ; mowed dowp the guards 
'; ascended to the apartment of Vas- 
, and having dispatched him, threw his 
body from ihf window. They . -^ 
acceded to oblige the vice-queen |^«,/ 
in order to the governor to a"*"-,^ * • 
Ac citadel, which of course was ^^' *' 
I with, 

g this revolution, which was efiected iti 
three hours; the duke of Brngan^a re- 
m the other side of the Tagus, waitinjg. 
igence of the event, which whs to make. 
ing or a fugitive. On being informed 
!ess had crowned the daring attempts of 
da, he stepped into a small boat, and 
the river, was received at ^beianJing- 
th the most joyful acclamations by an 
: concourse of people, who had repaired 
xK from all quarters. By noon of the 
f, tranquillity was so well restored, that 
« were open, and business iie.sumed 
ir coarse, as if no revoluton had taken 
1 few real partizans had the Spaniards, 
XV. H or 
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or so sensible were they that the vcMce of the 
people was against them. In consequence of 
this unanimity of 9eutiment, very little bhood 
was spilt, nor could all the future efforts of the 
king of Spain shake the power which bad thus 
iKen established. 



CHAP. IV. 

From the Elevaiion of ike House of Bragau^a M 

the pretent time. 

JOHN duke of Bragan9a being thus called to 
the throne by the rnanimous voice of the 
people, was crowned iu fifteen days after, with 
all possible magnificence, and the states beiii|f 
soon assembled, recognized his title, and de«» 
clared his eldest son Don Theodosius, prince of 
Portugal. This young man possessed the most 
shining talents, and was equally beloved by his 
father and the people; but he was .cut off by a 
lingering disease in the twentieth year of his 
age. 

The manners of John underwent no change 
by his elevation. It only called forth' those 
virtues which in a private station would -baire 
remained in obscurity. He has been styled the 
Fortunate, but he might have been with, mora 
propriety surnamed the Good and the Bene- 
ficent. No king was ever more tender of the 
lives or property of his subjects. He supported 
his royal establishment chiefly out of his private 
fortune, and was more unwilling to receive the 
granU of the nation than it was to otfcr them. 

The 
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The Spaniards, however, as might naturnllj- 
be expertcfJ, did noi relinquish iLcir pretensions 
to the kingdom ot Portugal, as long as jttiere was 
the Kniaile<>t prospect of success. John, though 
bis kingdom was almost dcrtenceless by the per* 
fidious precautions which the council of Spain 
had before employed, resisted the first attacks on 
his independence. The peasants were alter- 
nately soldiers and labourers : one day they 
fought; the next, perh.^.ps, followed their several 
vocations. The kijg, \\ ith the assistance of some 
foreign officers, exercised and trained them ^ and» 
by babituntlng them to sliobt skirmishes, taught 
thi-m to feel confidence in t*)cniselves, and at last 
to win decisive bnt<les. After this, his anibassa* 
dors were treated with respect by foreign courts, 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of the Spanish 
government ; and in a few years he was univer* 
sally acknowledged king of Portugal, except by 
the lival court. 

- The Spaniards, finding that arms were tnef* 

fectnal, had recourse to Hm most insidtpus arts. 

John frequently found himself surrounded by 

.cx)n6{nracies } but fortune and prudence always 

brought hiiti off safe. Several of these plots, 

however, were 90 well laid, that some of Jqbn's 

miost confidential ministers were srspected of 

treason, and paid with their lives the suspictont 

which had been raised. Thfiir innocence wat 

afterwards clearly established $ but the motives 

of diffidence so constantly and artfully renewed 

by tiie emissaries of Spain, kept the king for a 

long time in the most tormenting state of doubt 

and anxiety. 

The last year of his reign, however, he en- 
Joyed some share of repose, and sufiiered more 



S 



79 VORTVGAL. 

from the afflictive dispensations of Provence 
than from external enemies. His healtii had 
been declining for a lohg time, but the energy of 
bis mind was unabated, and he continued to hant 
as often as the weather would permit. Indeed^ 
at one period he was so fond of this diversion, as t» 
become suspected of neglecting more impcvtant 
concerns for its indulgence. As he was one day 
proceeding tc enjoy this amusement, the dvtt 
magistrate came up to him, and havii^ made a 
respectfol bow, laid hold of his horse's bridle, 
and coodacted him back to the palace, without 
opening his lips. John felt the silent remon* 
atrance: and from fbat hour he never suffered th* 
pastime of the chase to interfere with the 4utica 
of a king. 

At last his disorder baffling all the skill of bit 
physicians, they were obliged to confess tbek 
want of power to relieve him. He heard their 
opinion with the same steady calmness which had 
characterized him through li'e, and applied him* 
aelf with mu( h fervency to the service of fait 
Creator. He embraced his children with great 
tenderness, appointed the qur-en regent daring 
Ihe minority of his son Alonz<.». then only thir* 
•A D ^^^ y^ars of ^ge, and breathed his last 
1656 ^^^^ ^'^^ fortitude of a Christian hero, in 
his fifty-third yeao having reigned nearly 
aixteen years. 

- No sooner was the death of John made known 
in Spain, than the court testified an indecent 
* -kind of joy, expecting that it vould'be followed 
by a dissolution of the existing government. It 
must be confessed, indeed, that Portugal was in 
a most perilous situation. The king. Don AKmiZo 
Enriquez^ was not only a minor, but reputed of 

a weak 
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a weak constitntion both of body and mind ; the 
r^ency was vestrd in a woman, and that W(h* 
* jinan a Caatilian^ the nation was involved in a war, 
and this respecting the title to the crown itsc\f; 
the nobility were almost all of them embarked in 
feuds and contentions with each other : so that 
the queen scarcely knew whom she was to trust, 
or liow she shonld be obeyed. Her conduct, how- 
ever, was vigorous and prudent. By marrying 
hcT only daughter, the princess Catherine, to 
Charles li. of England, she procured the assi&t- 
aoce of that country, which enabled her j. -p^ 
to gain the glorious victory of Montescia- -^. ' 
los, t !'.;'. t broke the Spanish power, and 
fixed the fate of the kingdom, though not of its- 
king. 

Alonzo'a education had been neglected, and 
his ir.tcllectH besides were weak. He was fond 
of low company, and it is said that his mother 
rather encouraged than checked his foibles, in 
order to exalt her younger son Don Pedro, to 
whom she was partial, and wiio possessed 
more natural abilities. Those who hoped to 
profit by exciting a misunderstanding between 
the young king and his mother, did not fail to 
point out to Alonzo this unjust preference; 
and the jealousy excited on this account, kept 
him at a distance from court. The queen had 
governed with universal applause during his 
minority, but attempting to continue her power, 
she was driven from the cUreciion of affairs by 
the favourites of the king.. On her death-bed 
liie exliorted her sons to concord ; but they re- 
mained as opposite in sentiments as in person and 
pind. 
Just before the death of the queen^motber^ 

H3 wha 
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who certainly possessed masculine endowtnent< 
as a ruler and a politician^ the king had married 
the princess of Nemours, though a report had beea^ 
8t>read thjat he M/as impotent. The young queen 
on her arrival seems to have won the heart of 
Don Pedro, as he did hers ; and this probaUy led 
to alt the singular events that ensued. 

Alonzo was subject to the most furious fits 
of passion: lie was capricious and inconstant; 
and among those who approached his person he 
was thought to be insane. His broth^^r Pedro 
now treated him with every mark of external re* 
vpect and attention -, but st cretly endeavoured to 
wui over the citizens of Lisbon, and particularly 
the derg)', by an affectation of piety and go* 
nerosity. 

The strange conduct of (he king, which was 
a mixture of imbecility and madness, gradually 
alienated tlie atiections of his courtiers ; and the 
queen and Don Pedro, wl o seem perfectly to 
have understood each other, took care to heigjit- 
cti this by every aggravation, under the aiKccicd 
mask of pity and excuse. Al ia%t he found him- 
self, through their intrigues, without friends aiKl 
without counsellors ; and to add to his distress, 
the queen retired to a convent, whence hhe sent 
him a letter full of reproaches for his treatment 
of her, and of insinuations against his virility^ 
under the dclicjite expression, ** You know I 
cannot be vours." 

By a preconcerted plan a council was imme* 
diately assembled, in which it was declared^ 
that it was necessary to the ikrelfare of the state 
that Alou2o should abdicate the crown, aud his 
brother Pedro supply his place. This resolu- 
tioD was^preijBnted io the Ung^ bat be refused 

. to 
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lr> comply. tUI Pedro, enteriog the paUioe, can^d 

kb brother to be arrested. A person, suborned 

fer the purpose, endranmred to persuade him, 

tbat if be resigned he would recover bis liberty. 

Having acceded to this it was next propmcrd 

tbmt be should sign a declaration, signifying 

that bis marriage was void. He requcstrd rime. 

b(iWfver» to confer with the doctors of the church 

00 this subject, which being granted, be com* 

plied with this request also. Aloiieo was tlien 

Ibrmally deposed ; but, in order to save appear* 

aoces, bis brothtfr Pedro was only declared re« 

gent. 

Don Pedro was only twenty-one years ^ |^ 
ef ai^e wlien he assumed this high of- f^A * 
fice, and, on account of his vuuth, some ^^' 
were iucliucd to bc-iicve tliat he was not the con- 
triver of the revolution. The queen, indeed, 
was, nearly of the same age, but she was of a 
nafion and sex full oi intrigue, and there can be 
Utile doubt of her bring tlie moving principle^ 
the very soul of what look place. 

Alonxo seem -d to take little notice of the 
change in his situation during the d.iy; but^ 
wlien evening approacbcrd, fiiiding himself de« 
melted and alone, lie begged his brc/ther to send 
him John, the whipper-in, by way of a)mpany. 
This bumble request, whetiicr dictated by the 
bittemeM of grief, or the dclinuui ot despair, no 
much affixned Don Peuro, that )'-. burst into 
tears, in commiseration of his brother's unha])pv' 
fate, a sensibility which docs honour to his 
heart; but the queen, who was dead to every 
tender feeling, as far as regarded Alonzo, vouch- 
safed not a single sigh at the coutcmplacion of his 

reverses^ 

In 
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Iq an assembler of the states, the deposition 
of Alonzo and the regency of Pedro were con- 
(rmed. One of the first cares of the latter was 
to re-establish the poltoe of Lisbon, which Alon- 
lo*s own example had tended to destroy. To 
^Qch-a pitch of folly or madness had he arrived, 
that he used to ran through the streets in tho 
Bight, and strike every person he met. He ia 
aven accujsed of having wounded several who 
Ml in his way daring these nocturnal excur- 
abns. It is, therefore, little to be wondered at, 
that his manners were offensive to hi$ queen* 
and that when she found herself emancipated 
from him she should wish to remain on the 
throne, and share it with a husband more agree*^ 
able id her taste. 

To save appearances, however, it was neces-r 
aary to amuse the public with the idea, that her 
]uarriag(^ with Don Pedro would be an affair 
^. pdicy and prudence, rather than of love. 
The princess of Nenioars gave out that she 
"wished to be legally freed from her former ties, 
Bierely to recover her dowry, and retire to 
France. The marriage was declared void, with 
ihe consent of Alonzo, who acknowledged the 
truth c^ his queen's insinuations or open asser-^ 
tions against him ; but the states, as unwilling 
or unable to return her portion as she was 
little disposed to claim it, by a finesse, in which 
neither party was deceived, pressed her to re- 
main among then>, and 'to espouse. Don Pedro 
as a discharge fc^ the debt, A novelist would 
have worked up this scene between the ex- queen 
and the deputation of the states, with all tho 
atiiibutcs of crimson blushes and delicate eni<« 
barrassment > but we shall observe the . gravitj^r 

of 
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of bistoiy, and say, that she only kept a decent 
sUeoce, wbkh was construed into assent. 

The deputies of ^be states nest watted on Don 

Pedro^ and represented this marriage as ntce&sary 

for tJ>e tranqoillitj of the kingdom, as well as for 

his oH^n intert*st and happiness. Tht) regent had 

already given the princess of Nemours his hearty 

and he made no hesitation in oti^crin^, iier his 

liand. Thus every thing was settled to the mutual 

fatisfaction -of both parties principally con* 

cerned, as well as of the ostensible agents in 

the business. 

Few marriages, indeed, bad been ccipducted 
with more diplomatic form, or presented a 
more singular union. The nuptials were cele<- 
brated with great pomp 5 and Alonzo, in his 
prison, tirat beard the news by the thundering 
of cannon. At first he appeared a little sur- 
prised and agitated at the intelligence, but, 
Boou recovering himself, said, tnat *' he pitied 
bis bn'tber, who he did not doubt would soon 
be as much tired ot the French woman as be 
had been." This proves that iVJonzo was as 
indifferent as his former queen coutil possibly 
be, and that no affection was wounded by their 
separation. 

Don Pedro, however, though ambition si- 
lenced the voice of conscience, it could not 
stifle the feelings of na(ure. He could not en- 
dure an object perpetually before his eyes that 
filled him with self-reproach, and therefore 
transpor|^i'd his brother 10 the island of Tercera, 
a safe ^ind aj^reeabte retreur, where he might 
enjoy ihe plc::suits of the chace witbout intci'^ 
ru prion. 

Bai fortune was not yet weary of persecuting 

this 



to PbRTUGAL, 

this urthappy prince ; both frotn friends and 
enemies he was equally doomed to >nfter. Some 
of the former^ having insinnated thai it was the 
regent's design to take him oft u lien removed to 
such a distance, and the murmurs and discon- 
tent tyf the people being excited on this ac- 
count, in order to allay them, Alonzo was 
brought back, and shut up in the castle of Cin» 
tra, near Lisbon, where he dragged out a mi- 
serable life of fifteen years* imprisonment. When 
seized with the disorder which proved mortal, 
A j^ he saivl to his attendants, *' I am going $ 
^ • but the queen will soon follow me, to 
^ ' answer before an ^wful tribunal for the 
evils she has brought upon my head." 

She indeed did n.>t long survive him ; and it 
was only for a few months that she saw her 
second husband enjoy the title of king in full 
right. For her own part she always aSected to 
be called quf«n, though certainly she could 
have no legitimate claim to this distinction after 
the dissolution of her first marriage. Don P6* 
dro, however, al>yays treated her with esteem 
and respect, notwithstanding some low intrigues 
in which it was generally known she engaged. 
She undoubted!)' possessed talents ; but her pri- 
vate conduct was far from being correct. She 
left no male i'^suc. 

Pedro II. soon after her death, was prevailed 
on to re-enter the marriage state with the prin- 
cess Mary Sophia of Newburgh, by whom he 
had several children. As a prince, he has de- 
servedly acquired the reputation of bein^; a pro- 
found politician ; but he frequently relied too 
little on hii own judgment, and therefore was 
the more easily biassed by his ministers. On 

this 
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lit aocount, the English ambassndor, in writing 

to bis court, hnmorotuly said, " We have only 

one friend in the council* that is the kiog; but 

he has vciy little influence.*' He died in a j) 

the fifty-seventh jear of his aae, in con- '^ 

sequence of a cold caught from sleep- ' * 

toft in the open air, af^er being violently healed 

' with exercise, and left tbe crown to his son 

John V. who at that time had just completed his 

Kventeenth year. 

This prince acted with such vigour and pru- 
dence, and adhered so steadily to tbe plan of 
. policy traced out to hiift by his father, that Por- 
tUL^al, under his government, was respectable 
among European powers, and the people happy. 
By preserving a just balance between France 
and the house of Austria, which disputed for the 
crown of Spain, he made himself important in 
the eycs of both parties, and profited by his al- 
liance with England, without sinking into vas- 
sabge. Such were the resources ot his mind, 
that though he suffered many reverses during 
tJie war, he obtained by tbe treaty of Utrecht 
better terms than his relative situation would 
seem to have commanded. The two crowns of 
Spain and Portugal, however, were not entirely 
reconciled till 1737^ after which p^Tjod their 
unauimity proved advantageous to ^x)th, and 
inairrcd no jealousy from other nations. In this 
position of affairs, a treaty was co:icluded witl) 
the court of Madrid, by which Nova Colonia, 
on the river Plata, was delivered up to his Ca- 
thdic majesty, to the great regret of tlie Portu- 
guese, who apprehended future danger to Brazil 
from the vicinity ot th^-ir possessions. 
John was happy io bis family, and left a nu' 

mcrouf 
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J. Y% niteroils progeny. At last, worn out 
J ' ^* with infirmities rather than years, he ex- 
^ ' pired at the age of sixty-one, in the for- 
ty-fourth of his reign. 

Don Joseph, prince of Brazil, his son add suc- 
cessor, assumed the reins of government under 
the happiest auspices. He was entirely beloved 
by his people, and this enabled him to effect 
several important regulations, in which his good- 
sense and moderation were eminently conspicu- 
ous. Sensible of the danger of sudden innovations^ 
be advanced his designs by almost imperceptible 
steps, so as to prevent all just grounds of alarm 
and complaint. Amongst other new regulations, 
he subjected the inordinate powers of the inquisi- 
tion to some restriction, by directing that none of 
its sentences should be carried into execu^ 
don till reviewed and approved by the p«ivy 
council. 

The treaty which had been concluded between 
Spain and. Portugal just before his father's de- 
mise, inimical as it was generally considered to 
the interests of his people, l>e strictly carried into 
execution, on the noble principle, ** that all en- 
gagements and conventions among sovereigns 
should be held sacred and inviolable.** 

But tliough the sun of prosperity shone on the 
commencement of this reign, it was not long 
before the horizon was overcast, and the most 
dreadful storms arose, partly from the visita- 
tions of Providence, and partly from the rage 
A jj of faciiou and the virulence of rcligi- 
j-.g* 00& animosity. Oue of the roost dreadtol 
' earthquakes * recorded in history, over- 

wbdmed 
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lAdmed die capital, a fire and a famine* luc- 
oeeded, and those whom the (ir^t calaoiity s^art-J, 
Ml a prry to the last. In addition to these ills, 
mfficicnt of themselres to be spread over the 
knigcBt rrign. a terrible conApiracv broke out, 
vlwcb had nearly cost the king bis life. In Srp< 
tember 175s he was attacked by assassins, in a 
aoliiary placr, orar his palace of Bclem, and with 
difficulty escaped. Immedtately after, imprison* 
meat followed imprison ment, and the wheel and 
tbe icaffold recked with the noblest blood. The 
most illustrions families, on an nrmsation bring 
pneferred against them of having joined the con- 
ipuacyy were almost rxterminarfd ; but they w(^rc 
io general condemned without fair evidence, and 
their innocence h^s since been dearly ascer- 
tabled. 

This conapiracy, which produced such horr*f!)1e 
effects, is ttiQiigiit to have arisen from the mi?('.<i 
WOtivtatof religicu), politics, and gnllantry. The 
eipnision of the Jesuits, who were ncfw become 
formidable to piinces, and who were supposed t(9 
have been implicated in the plot, soon after tt-^yk 
place. Tlie man{uis of Ponibal, indeed, who, 
in quality of prime minister, governed Portugal 
fiur many years with unboundc*d authoritv, spared 
odther individuals nor societies that obstructed 
his designs, which appear to liave been frequently 
arbitrary and cruel. 

When a war broke out between Spain . -r^ 
and England, the former power, rein- '^,, * 
fbrcr-d by the influence of their allies, ' * 
the yn-ixch, attempted to force ins Faithful ma* 
jesty into the confederacy, and offered to garri- 
son the maritime towns of Portugal agni .st the 
EDgiUh; but this proposal bdng rejected, an 

Vol.. XV. 1 invasion 
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invasion of Portugal ensued, though it pfodace 
DO vGTy import?int consequences. ITie enem^^ 
indeed, was so very dilatory in its progress 
though the capital itself was exposed, ^that it i 
doubted whetiicr the motive might not have bee: 
to hasten the peace between England and France 
in conbideration of the great apparent d:ingcr c 
Portugal. The arrival of a few English batta 
lions, however, checked the career of the in 
vaders: the kingdom was saved by Britis 
prowess, as the people on a former occasion ha* 
been relieved by British generosity. 
. j^ Joseph dyii^g, left only daugbten 
j>l^^* Maria Frances Isabella, th^ eldest, an 

^'^' the present queen of Portugal, was naai 
ried to her. own uncle Don Pedro, by dispensa 
tion from the pope, in order to prevent th 
crown from falling into a foreign family. On 
of the first act^ of her reign was to disraisii tb 
marquis ot Pombal, who had so long exercised 
tyrannical power over his fellow subjects. TW 
was a very popular measure ; yet it must be al 
lowed that the temper and habits of the Portu 
guese nat:on require cither a prince or a niiniste 
who has genius to project plans of reform, an 
resolution enough to carry them into executiot 
lliis the worst enemies ot Pombal allow that h 
possessed, and the nation are now reaping th 
benefit of some public measures which i:e force 
upon them. 

A D P^^^^ro departed this life in the sixty 
I7firi nit)th year ot his age. A few years aftei 

' 'the queen falling into a religious me 
lancholy, vv'bich incapacitated her for the cares c 
government, her son John-Maria-Joseph-Lcwi< 

priocc of Brazil^ as presnmpdve heir to th 

crown 
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fMAtd ao edict, declaring, that in cot> ^ j^ 
jequenoe of tbe unhappy situation of his ' J~ ' 
mother, be would place bis signature to ^^^^' 
public acts durixig her indisposition, and that no 
«dier change would be made in the forms. 

In fbe late war, which involved, either nearly 

ermmolelj, all the civilized world, Portugal was 

eAen Ihrcalened by tbe trpberoera'. governinegti 

tf France, on account of its alliance with firi- 

tnn; and when Bonaparte, with equal good for- 

tODe and address, engrossed the whole power of 

llie nominal repubUc, an invasion on the part of 

kis ally the king of Spain took place, in which 

aome tcrritoiy was wrested from Portu;;al, while 

the Freoci) extorted a considerable treasure from 

k, at the price of farther forbearance. Its ^th- 

M fiiends and allies, the British, were too much 

CDg^^ in an extended warfare to grant that 

pronapC and efficacious assistance which it had 

dooe on fonner occasions; but nothing waa 

amitted that zeal and good faith could accom* 

iditb, not only to noaintain the independence, but 

jbi&r as possible the integrity, of the Portuguese 

domiiuons* 
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THE snbsequent letter, addressed to a friend 
ID England, by a gentleman attached to tii6 
(British fectory in Lisbon, immediately after tbd 
Earthquake, in 1755, gives such a lively pictard 
of thai dreadful catastrophe, ot which be was ail 
feye-'*'itness, that it cannot fail to be read wiA 

Krpetual interest, and therefore deserves to bd 
x>rded in this place. 

Lisbon, Nov. 13, 17S5» 
Dear Sir, 
• I 'flattered myself I shonld have been able td 
write to you upon a more agreeable subject thaa 
the present, and had sufficient reason to believe 
I sliould have tad the pleasure of seeing you ere 
this in London; but God has been pleased to 
order it otherwise; and as no instance of the 
kind has happened in these parts of the world 
for some ages, I herewith sf nd you an account 
of one ol the most dreadful calaslrophts recorded 
in history, the truth of which you may entirely 
depend on, as I shared so great a part in i( 
myself. 

I'here never was a finer morning seen than 
the first of November; the sun shone out in iU 

fuU 
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lustre; the vhole face of t^r sky was per« 

fcctly serene and clear ; and not the lenst signal 

m urarmng of that approaching event, which 

litt made this once flourishing, opuk'nt, and po- 

yQloQs atj, a scene of the utmost liorro* at:d 

desGladoo, except only such as served to a)ai'm» 

Intfaroely left a moroent*^ time to fly troni the 

fBoenl destruction. 

It was on the morning of this fatal day, be* 
Iveen the hours of nine and ten, t: ut I was sat 
down in my apartment, just finishing a Vtter, 
when the papers and table I was wriiiiig nn, 
Imnto tremble with a gentle motion, wiiivh 
littler snrprised me, as I could not perceive a 
iKith of wind stirring ; whilst I wa^ rcfli-cting 
vitb myself what this could be owing to, but 
vkhoQt having the least apprehension of the 
ml cauie, ibe whole house began to shake from 
tbe feiy foundation : which at hist I imputed 
to the rattling of several coaches in the main 
ttrert, which usually passed that way at this 
time, from Belem to the palace; but on i^arken* 
iog more attentively, I was soon undeceived, as 
Ifciind it was owing to a strange frightful kind 
^ noise under ground, resembling the hollow 
djrtant rambling of thunder. Ail this passed 
ii less than a roufiute, and 1 must confess 1 now 
kgan to be alarmed, as it naturally occurred to 
IM. that the noise might possibly be the fore- 
fanner of an earthquaxe, as one J remembered 
which bad happened about six or seven years 
ifOy in the island of Madeira, commenced in 
the same manner^ though it did little or. no 
damage. 

Upon this, I threw down my pen, and started 
«pon my fect^ remaining a DKonent in suspense, 

1 3 whether 
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whether I should slay in the apartmeot; or ntn | 
into the street, as the danger in both plaoet ^ 
seemed equal ; and still flattering myself tint | 
this tremor might produce no other etrect« tiMi , 
such inconsiderable ones as had been felt «K , 
Madeira ; but in a moment I was roused IrcM 
my dream, being instantly stunned with a gmM 
horrid crash, as if every edifice in Che dly- haA 
tumbled down at once, llie house I waii ia 
shook with such violence, that tlie upper stoniM 
immediately tell, and though my aparniifitk 
(which was tlie first floor) did not then sbaie 
the same fate, yet every thing was thrown oat 
of itH place in such a manner, that it was willi 
no small diiiiculty I kept my feet, and enpectedl 
notliini; less than to be soon crushed to death* 
as the walls continued rocking to and fro iu ■ tlie 
fright fulest manner, opening in several placea; 
large stones falling down on every side froHi 
the cracks ; and tlie ends of most of the rafters 
starting ont of the roof. To add to this terrify* 
ing scece, the f>ky in a moment became jmi 
gloomy, that J ctiuld now distinguish no p:ir« 
ticular object : it was an Egyptian darkness, in* 
deed, such as might be felt j owing, no doubt, 
to the prodigious clouds of duet and lime, 
raised from so violent a concussioa, and at 
some reported, to sulphureous exhalations, but 
this I cannot affirm; however, it is* ceriaiii I 
found myself almost choaked for near ten mi- 
outes. 

As soon as the gloom began to disperse, and 
the violence of the shock seemed pretty naudi 
abated, the first object J perceived in the room, 
was a woman sitting on the fl(K>r, with an inf:mt 
in her aims^ all covered with du^it, jrale, and 

trembling : 
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taabliiig t I asked her bow she got hither i but 

ler ooniteniatioa was so great, that she could 

1^ me no accoont of her escape. The ooor 

CRatmeisked me, in the utmost agony, if I did 

Mt daflk the world was at an end ; at the same 

time jfce complained of being choakfd, and 

^tgpd, far God*s sake, I would procure her a 

Uediink; upon this I went to a ciosrt whrre 

J kept a large jar with water, but tiiidin*^ rt 

hvkeii in pieces, I told her she must not now 

think of quenching her thirst, but saviMg ht*r 

Skf ai the house was just fiilHng on our heads ; 

and if n second shock came, would certainly 

boiy oa both. I bade lier thcretorf take hoKl of 

JUf arm, and that I would endeavour lu bring her 

iQto some place of security. 

I shall always look u{x>n it as a particular 

fvovidence, that I happened on this occasion to 

ne nudiesaed, for had I drcssi^d-mysc-lf, as 1 pro- 

p09Cd, when I got out of bed, in order to break* 

fist with a friend, I fchould, in all probability, 

hare ran into the street, at the beginning of the 

shock, ast! e rest of the people in the house di), 

and consequently have had my brains dabhed 

out« as every one of thrm had. However, t^Kf 

imminent danger I was in, did not hinder me 

from considering that my present dress, only a 

gown and slippers, would render my getting over 

the ruins almost impracticable : I bad, therefore^ 

-still ptesenceof mind enough left, to put on a 

pair of shoes and a coat, the tirst thai came in 

my way, wiiich was every thing I saved, and 

in this dress I hurried down stairs, the womati 

with roe holding by my arm, and made directljp 

to that end of tlie street which opens to the; 

Tagus ; but finding the passage this way entirely 

blocked 
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blocked up with the fallen houses to the hdghfr 
of their second stones, I turned back to the 
other end, which led into the tmin street (tho 
common thoroughfare to the palace) » 'and 
having helped the woman, over a vast heap of 
ruins, with no smail hazard to my own life* 
Just as we were going into this street, as there 
was one part I could not climb over without tho 
assistance of my hands, as well as feet, I desirecl 
her to let go lier hold, which she did, remaining - 
two or three feet behind me, at which instant 
there .fell a vast stone, from a tottering wail, 
and crushed both her and the cliild in pieces* 
^o dismal a spectacle at' any other time would 
have aHected me in the highest degree $ but tho 
dread I was in of sharing the same fate myself^ 
and the many instances of iY\fi same kind which 
presented themselves ail around, were too shock-* 
ing to make me dwell a moment on this single 
object. 

I had now a long narrow street to pass, with 
the houses on each side font or five stories high» 
all very old, the greater part already thrown 
down, or continually falling, and threatening 
the passengers witlf inevitable death at everf 
step, numbers of whom lay killed befi^re me, or^ 
what I thought far more dej^rable, so bruised 
and woupded, that they could not stir to help 
themselves. For my own part, as destruction 
)o me appeared unavoidable, I only wished I 
might be made an end of at once, and not havo 
my limbs broken, in which case, I could expect 
nothing else but to be left upon the spot, linger*^ 
ing.in misery, like these poor unhappy wretches^ , 
without receiving the least succour iisom any 
Ber^pa. 

As 



Ab ielf-preseryation^ however, is the first law 

' nature, these sad thoughts did not so far pre- 

as to make me totalJj despair. I proctx ded 

0D as Cut as I confeuiently could, though with 

Htyt utmost caution, and having at length got 

dear of this horrid passage, I found myself safe 

aod'onhuit in the large open space before St. 

ffkol'tf church, which had been thrown down a 

iew minutes betbre, and buried a great part of the 

foogrcgation. Here I stood some time, con- 

adering what I s-^ould do, and not thinking my« 

ferif safer id tins situation, I camfi to the resolution 

af ' limbing over the ruins of the west ena of the 

chtucb, in order to get to the river side, that I 

niigfit be removed, as iar as podsible, from the 

loitering houses, in case of a second shock. 

Tins, with some didiculty, I accomplished; 
and hert 1 found a produ- ious conCuurse of peo* 
pic of bath sexes, and of ali ranks aiid conditions, 
amongst whom I observed some of the principal 
eanoos or the patriarchal church, in their pui(>U 
IDbes and rockets, as the.^ a.l ^o in the hauit of 
bisliops; several priests wh<^ had run from the 
altars in their sacerdotal vcbtmenls iu the Uiiunt of 
their celebrating mass ; ladies half dri s^d, and 
•ome wiUkout fiiioesj all these, whum th^': .>• • 
tixal dangers had there a&SLOiDlcd as to a !.. .' of 
safety, viere on their knerq at [^r.ivers, \vr * I'ut 
terrors of clealh in thtir c(7Uiit*^na..ctj., twsy one 
•triking his breast, a:itl crying out incessantly, 
Misereco. dia men Dm I 

Amongst this crowd, T could not a\oid taking 
notice of an old venc abie priest, in a stole ii- id 
surplice, who, I apprehend, had esc??"' ir^m 
St. Fau 's. He w:»s conti.' -aljy moving ii> and 
trp among th<: people, exhoniu^ tbcia to rep^'iit- 

ance. 
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aoce^ and cndeavouHng to domfort tfaem. He 
told ihem, with a flood of tears, diat God wat 
grievously provoked at ihetr sins, but thai if 
they woMld call upon the Blessed Virgin, tbe 
would intercede fur them. Rvery one now 
flocked around him, earnestly begging bis bene- 
diction; and happy did that man think hitn- 
4elf who ooold get near enough to touch but 
4be hem ot his garment. Several I observeA 
bad little wooden crucifixes, and images of 
saints, in their hands, which tbey offered me I9 
kiss ; and one . poor Irishman, I rememtier, held 
out a St. Antonio to mc for this purpose ; aoA 
when I gently put his arm aside, as giving hiia 
to underatand that I desired to be excused thia 
piece of. devotba,. he asked me, with some in* 
dignatkm, " Whether I thought there was a 
God?'* I verily believe many of the poor higottsd 
creatures, who saved these useless pieces of 
wood, left their children to perish. However^ 
^ou must aot imagine that i have now the least 
inclination to mock at their superstitions, I sia- 
cerely pity them $ and must own, thjt a mom 
aflfecting spectacle was never s^en. Their tears, ' 
their bittpr sighs and lan^entations, would hare 
touched,»t^e most flinty hearts. I knelt dowa 
an)ong$t them, and prayed as fervently as th^ 
rest, t.iough to a much properer object, theooijr 
Being who could hear my prayers, to atibrd me 
any succour. 

' In tiie midst of our devotions, the second 
great shock came on, little less violent than the 
first; and complete^ the luin of tliose buildings^ 
wliich had been already much shattered. IW 
CO. sterna t ion now became so universal, that ctie 
shrieks and cries of Misericordid could he dis-^ 

tiuctljT 
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titled^ heard from the to{> of St. Catherine's 
iiU; at a considerable distance off, whither a vast 
mmber of people had likewise retreated -, at the 
iMBie time we could hear the fall of the parish 
chnrch there, whereby many persons were killed 
OD the spot, and others mortally wounieii. Yoa 
may jaHge of the force -of this shock, when I 
iDfora yoii, it was so violent, that I could scarce 
keep on my knees; but it was attended with 
aome eircunistanccs still more dreadful than the 
fcrmer.— On a sudden I near J i general outcry, 
^ The sea w commg in, we shull be all lost.'* 
Vpbo this, turning my ••yes towards the river, 
which in that place is near four miles broad, I 
could perceive it heaving and swelling in a most 
unaccountable mariner, as no wind was stirring; 
and in an instant there appeared, at some sm^ll 
Stance, a large bodvr- of water rising as it were^ 
Kkea moantain. Ir came on foaming and roar- 
ing, and rushing towards the shore with such 
impetoosity, that we all immediatey ran for our 
Jhrea, as £Eist as pos»ble; many were actually 
fweptaway, and the rest above their waist in 
water, at a good distance from the banks. For 
my own part, I had the narrowest escape pos* 
siMe, and should certainly have been lost, had I 
nol grasped a large beam that lay on the 
^roond, till the water returned to its channel, 
which it did almost at the same instant, with 
equal ' rapidity. There now appeared at least 
aamucb danger from the sea as the land, and { 
scarcely knew whither to r^re for safety ; bnt I 
look a sbdden resolution olF returning back witb 
my doibes all dropping to the area ^ St. Paurs. 
Ifere I stood some time, and obierved the ships 
tombKng and totsing about, as in a violent 

itorm; 
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Storm; same bad broken tbeir cables, and wcn% 
earned to the other side of the Tagus^ olivam 
were whirled round with incredible awiftne&s^ 
several large boats were turned keel upwards^ 
and all this without any wind. It was at tUe 
time of which I am now speaking that the fine 
new quay, built entirely of rough marble, at an 
immense expense, was entirely swallowed tip^ 
with all the people on it, who had fled thither 
for safety, and had reason to think tliemselfrei 
out of danger in such a place. At the same 
time, a great number of boats and small vessels^ 
anchored near it (all likewise full of people, wba 
had retired thither for the same purpose), were 
all swallowed up, as in a whirlpool, and never 
more appeared. 

This iust dreadful incident I did not see with 
my own eyes, as it passed three or four stones^ 
throws from the spot where I then was, but I had 
the account as here given from several masten> 
of ships, who were anchored within two or three 
hundred vards of ^lie quay, and saw the whole 
catastrophe. One of them in particular infortned 
me, that, when the second shock came on, be 
could perceiv* the wholt city waving backwatda 
and forwards, like the lea when the wind £urs( 
begins to rise -, Ihat the agitation of the earth was 
80 great, even tfnciei: the river, that . it threw up 
his large aqcbor from the mooring, which swano^ 
as he ternaeidi it, on the surface of the water ^ 
that immediatdy upon this extraoi^dinary con-i^ 
cussion, the river rose at once nearly tweitty fee^ 
end in a moment subsided ; at which instant hfi^ 
aaw the quay, wuh the whole concourse of peo* 
pie upon it« ^nk down, and at the same time 
every e(ie «f tke b^ata and v^stU that were 

ncHT 
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Mar it wtre drawn into the cavity, which be 
Boppoees ioBtantly closed upon thera, inasmuch as 
Bot the least sign of a wreck was ever seen after- 
wards. This account you may give full credit 
to ; for as to the loss of the vessels, it is con- 
fimwd by every one ; and with regard to the quay» 
] went myself a few days after, to convince my- 
idf of the truth, and could not find even {he niina 
ef a place where I had taken so many agreeable 
valks, as this was tlie common rendezvous of the 
ftctory in the cool of the evening. I found it 
all deep water, and in some parts scarcely to be 
6tfaoQied. 

This is the only place I could learn which was 
iwallowed up in or about Lisbon, though I saw 
Oiaoy large cracks and fissures in different parts, 
aixi one odd phenomenon I must not ou)it, which 
was oommnnicated to me by a friend who h:\s a 
bonaeaod wine cellars on tiie other side of the 
fiFer, rts. that the dwelling house being first ter* 
libiysbakeo, which made all the family lun out, 
them presently fell down a vast high rock near it ; 
that upon this, the river rose and subsided in the 
DanDer already mentioned; and imn)ediatrly a 
great nuaiber of small fissures-appeared in several 
^ODtiguout pieces of ground, from whence tliere 

rted out, like a j>/ cfeau, a large quantity of 
vfaite sand, to a prodigious height. 
I bad not been long in the area of St. Paurs 
when I f<dt the third shock, whi^h, thoqgh some- 
what leii viotent than the two former, tbo sea 
rushed in agaia, and retired with the same ra^ 
yidity, aod I remained up to my knees ia water^i 
though I had gotteu «pon a so^all eniinencQ 9f, 
aome distance from the rirer, with the ruins of 
Kveral intervcoing houfet to tffoik its force. At 
V01..XV. K this 
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this time, I toolc Jiotice uie waters retired ffo im* 
petuousljr, that soinc vessels were left quite dry/ 
which before mdc in seven fathom of water. The 
river thai continued atternateiy rushing on and 
retiring several times together, in sucii sort that' 
it was justly dreaded Lisbon would now meet 
the same fate which a few years ago had be&llen 
the city of Lima *; and oo doubt, had this place 
lain open to the sea, and~ the force of the wavetf 
had not been somewhat broken by the winding of 
the bay, the Ipwer part of it at least ^oold have 
been totally destroyed. 

The master of a vessel, which arrived here just 
after the first of November, assured me, that 
he felt the shock above forty leagues at sea so 
sensibly, that he really concluded he had struck 
upon a rock, till he threw out the lead, and could 
find no bottom, nor could he possibly guess at 
the cause, til) the melancholy sight of this de^ 
solate city left him no room to doubt of it. The; ^ 
two first shocks, in fine, were so violent, that 
several pilots were of opinion, the situation 
of the bar at the mouth of the Tagus was^ 
changed. Certain it is, that one vessel, attempt** 
ingto pass through the usual channel, foundered,- 
and another 8truc|c on the sands, and was at first 
given over for lost, but at length got through.* 
There was another great shock after this, which 
pretty much afiected the river, but I think not 
so violently as the preceding, though several 
persons assured me, that as they were riding on ' 
horseback in the great read leading to Belem, 
one side of which lies open to the river, the 
travel rushed in with so much rapidity^ that 

^ This iMpeiica in 1749. 

' thejr 
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dwf were obligf^d to gallop as fast as possible to 
tbe uppor grounds, for tear of being cnrrieii away. 
1 was now in snob a sitnatiou, that 1 knew 
not wbkb wa> to turn myself: if I remained 
there, I was in danger from tbe sea -, if I retired 
further from the shore, tbe houses threatened 
certaiD destruction ; and at last I resolved to go 
to the mint« which being a low and vary strong 
baOdingy had received no considerable damage, 
ooepc in some ot the apartments towards the ri- 
ver. Tbe party of soldiers, which is every day 
let there on guard, bad all deserted tbe place, and 
the only person that remained, was tbe com- 
maodtng officer, a nobleman's son of about se- 
venteen or eighteen years of age, whom I found 
•taocing at the gate. As there was stilJ a conti- 
nued tcemor of the earth, and the place where we 
2MIW stood (being within twenty or thirty feet of 
tbe oppo$ite houses, which wtre all tottering) 
J|ipesred too dangerous, the court yard likewise 
bang fuH of wnter, wc both retired inward to 
ao hillock of stones and rubbish. Here J en- 
tered into conversation with him, and having ex- 
pressed my admiration that one so young should 
lu|ve the courage to keep his post, when every 
one of his soldiers had deserted theirs, the an- 
swer he made was, " though he were sure the earth 
would i^n ahdswalUrw him uf), he scorned to think 
f-uffyMiiJrotn his post,'* In s »ort, it was (»wing lo 
tiic ij !:*.:;(]. iniiiiity of this young man, that the 
mint, which at this time had upwards of two 
miliions of rooiicy in it, was not robbed ^ and 
indeed I do him no more than justice in saying, 
tl)at I never saw any one b<. have with equal se» 
renity an-i coni|>osnre, on cKxaNions niuch )(*ss 
dreadful than the present. 1 believe 1 might re- 

K 2 main 
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maitt in conversation with hi m near five hours; 
iiiid, tlK>ugh I was now grown faint from the 
tsonstant fatigue I bad undergone, and having not 
yet broken my fast, yet this had nfot so much 
. eiiect upon me as the anxiety I was under for a 
{>articulur friend, with whom I was to have 
dined that day, and who lodged at the top of a 
• very high house in the heart of the city, and be- 
ing a strange)- to the language, could not but be 
in the utmost danger. My concern, therefore, 
fot his preservation, made me determine, at all 
^ events, to go and see > what was become of him, 
•upon which I took ray leave of the officer. 

As I thought it would be ibe iieight of rash* 
Siess to venture back through the same narrow 
street I had so providr ntialJy escaptd trom, I 
judged it sa^t to return over the ruins of Saint 
Paurs to the river side, as the water now seemed 
little agitated. From hence I proceeded, with 
some hazard, to the large space before the Irish 
convc'nt of Corpo Santo, which had been throwli 
down> and buried a gre it number of people who 
were hearing mass, besiJcs some ot the friars. 
The rcht otthc conununiiy were standing in xht 
area, l(K)king,* with d^^ected countenances, to- 
wards t.'C ruins. From this place I took my way 
to the uiick street leading to the paia-.e, having 
ilic ssup yard on one side ; bill found the farther 
pa.^aage, opening into the p/iiicipal street, stopped 
' up hy lac iiiiii. (f tiie optra-liou^e, one of the 
most ^otui .<nd .u.-.^t ma^mncnt buildings of 
the kiiKl li) Kiiro e, and jiiht nni>)hed at a procli- 
gi tih x.^iic. i rum hence I turned back, and 
aiici" ..ic 1 ^euiiv/ by ilic other way inio the 
grcQi .i\[i'd.c (A ihe palace, twice as large ski 
LiiiCuiL; s-inn-lieius, oim: side of which had beer 

taker 
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taken upliy the noble quay I spoke of, now no 
more ; but this passage was likewise obstructed 
by the stones fallen from the great arched gate* 
way. I could not help taking particular notice, 
that all the apartments wherein the royal familf 
used to reside were thrown down, and then* 
selves, without some extraordinary miracle, must 
.ooavoidably have perished, had they been there 
at the time of the shock. Finding this passa.'^e 
impracticable, I turned to the other arched way 
whick led to the new square of the palace, not 
the eighth part so large as the other, one side of 
which was taken up by the patriarchal cluircb, 
which also served mr the chapel royal, and the 
other by a most magnificent building of modem 
architecture, probably, indeed, by far the most 
so, not yet completely finished : as to the former, 
the roof and part ut'tbe front walls were thrown 
ilowri', and ibe latter, notwithstanding their soli* 
ditv, had been so shaken, that several large stones 
fell from the top, and every part seemed dis- 
jointed. The square was full of coaclies, chariotfi, 
chaises, horses, mules, deserted by their drivers 
and attendants, as well as their owners. 

Tlie nobility, gentry, and clergy, who were 
assisting at divine service when the. eurthqtialce 
began, fled away with the utmost precipitation, 
every one where Ins fears carried him* leaving 
Che splendid apparatus of the numeroas alt^n 
to the mercy of the first comer : but thi^ did not 
so much affect me, as the distress of the poor 
aniiiials, who seemed sensible of their hard fate; 
some few were killed, others wounded ; but tlie 
greater part, which had received no hurt, was 
kft there to starve. 

From this square the way kd to my friend^s 

K 3 lodgings, 
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lodgings, through a long steep and niirrow street : 
the new scenes of horror I met with there ex- 
ceed all description ; nothing could ^ heard but 
sighs and groans. I (Hd not meet with a soul 
in the passage, who was not bewailing tl^ death 
of his nearest relations and dearest friends, or the 
loss of all his substance -, I could hardly take a 
single step without treading on the cU^ad, oir the 
dying: in some places lay coaches, with their 
masters, horses, and riders, almost crushed in 
pieces ; here, mothers with infants in their arms ; 
there ladies richly dressed, priests, fr ars, gentle- 
men, mechanics -, either in the satne condition, 
or just expiring : some had their backs or thighs 
broken, others vast stones on their breasts^ 
some lay almost buried in the rubbish, and, cry- 
ing out in vain to thq passengers for succour, were 
left to perish with the rest. 

Ax length I arrived at the spot opj)osi(e to the 
house where my friend, for whom I was so anxi- 
ous, resided, and finding this as well as the con- 
tiguous buildings thrown down (which mnd^ 
me give him over lor lost) I now thought of no- 
thing else but saving my owti life in the best 
manner I could ; and in less than an hour got 
to a public house, kept by one Morley, near the 
English burying-ground, about half a mile from 
the city, where I still remain, with a great tiuii>> 
kerof my countrymen, as well as Portuguese^ 
in the tame wretched circumstances, having al- 
most ever since lain on the ground, and never 
once within doors, virith scarcely any covering 
to defend me from the inclemency of llie night- 
air, which, at this time, is exceeding sharp and 
piercing. — Perhaps you may think the present 
dokiul 4oigdL*t terccoaduded; bot;^ alas! the 

horrors 
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jiorrori of tbe first of November are sufficient 
to fiU a vdumc. As sfxin an it it grew dark, 
another scene prtrficutcd liatU', litilc less shocking 
than those already dcKcribfrd— >tbe whole; city 
apixrarctl iu a blaze, w bich wns ho bright that I 
pould easily see to rend by it. It tiiay be said, 
without exflggrration, it was on tire at least in 
80 hundred diff*erent places at once, and thus 
oouttnued burning for six days together, with- 
out tacermisslon, or the least aticnipt being made 
Co »top its progress. 

It went oil consuming every thing the earth- 
<)U:ikc bad spared ; and the people were so de- 
jected and tcirified, tli:it icw or noiie had con* 
rage enough to venture down, to save any part 
of their substance. Every one ha I his eyss tnrred 
towards the flames, and huhk\ lookin'j on with 
silent grteff which was only mttrruptid by the 
cries and shrieks of womt n and children calling 
Ofi tbe saints and angeis tor snrcour, whciu-vtT 
the earth began to tremble, which was .so often 
this night > and indeed i may say ever since, 
that the tremors, more or ichs, did Dui cease lor 
a quarter of an hour log( ther. 1 could never 
hartif that this terrible tire was owing to at y 
subterraneous eruption, as some reported, but to 
three cmises, which all concurring at the same 
"timey will naturally account for the prodigious 
havcc it made : the tirst of November being All 
Saints day, a high festival among tl>e Portuguese, 
•every altar in every dmrch or chapel (some of 
'Which have more than twenty) was illuminated 
with a number of wax tapers and lamps, as cu»- 
toiQiiryf these setting fire to the curtains and 
timber work that tell with the shock, the confla- 
graiiou soon spread to tbe neighbouring houses, 

and 



104 rORTUGAt. 

and bf^ing there joined with the firefc in the kit* 
cben ctiimnfys, iucren-ed to such a degree, that 
it raight easily havn destroyed the whole city, 
"though no other caiisft had concurred, especiallj 
ab It met wiili no inlermption. 

But wh'it would appt^ar increxliblc to you, werft 
tUe tact less pubic and notorious, is, that a gang 
of hardened villains, who had been confined, and 
got out of prison when the wall fell, at the iirst 
«hock, were busily eropJoycd in setting fire to 
tliose buildings, which stood some chance of 
esc.) ping the general destruction. I cannot con- 
ceive what could have induced them to this licl- 
li^h work, except to add. to the horror and confu- 
sion, that they might, by these means, have the 
better tipportuiiity of plundering with security. 
But there was no necessity for taking this trou* 
jble, as they miglit certainly have done their bu- 
si«ess without it ; since the whole city was so 
deserted before night, that I believe not a soul 
ren)ained in ii, except those execrable villains, 
and others of the same stamp. It is possible 
some among them might have had other nno- 
tives besides robbing, as one in particular being 
apprehended (they say he was a Moor con- 
demned to the gallies)^ confessed at the gal- 
lows, that he had set fire to the king's palace 
with his own hand ; at the same time glorying 
in the action, and declaring with his last breath, 
that he hoped to have bnrnt all the royal family. 
The fire in short, by some means or other, may 
be said to have destroyed the whble city, at leiast 
every thing that was grand or Taluable iti it. 
The damage on this occasion is not to btf ttti^ 

• Thirty-four of these wretche» were executed in a few 
^ays. 

mated} 



PORTOOAL. 105 

mated -, bat yoa may judge it most have been 
immense, from the few following particulars. 

All the fine tapestry, paintings, plate, jewels, 
farniture, kc, of the king*8 palace, amounting to 
many Qiillioos, with the rich vestments and cost- 
ly oroaments of the patriarchal church adjoining 
(where service was performed with no less pom|> 
than that of the pope*s own chapel) -, all the 
riches of the palace of Braganya, where the 
crown jewels, and plate of inestimable value, 
wtth quantities of the tinest silk tapestries, intef'- 
woven- with gold and silver thread, and han^* 
ings of velvet and damask, were kept; all tub 
ridi goods and .spices in the India war<rhouseJ( 
voder tbe palace, ^oat belonging to the mer« 
chaniB of difierent nstddni in the opposite cus* 
lom-lvNise, as well as those in the merchants owd 
bontcB, and dispersed among the numerous 
abope, uHfre utterit/ -consumed, or lost'-, even ihbsfc 
Jew effects that hskl the luck of escaping he firsi 
dames, found no secority in the open Spaces tbe^ 
were carried to, being there cither burnt with 
tbe sparks that fell on every side, or lost m th6 
hurry and confusion the people were then in, or 
(which I knew to have been the case of many 
persoDS of property) stolen by those abandoned 
villains, who made their doubly vickfid advan- 
tage of this genera! calamilir. 

With regard to the bnildings, it was observed, 
that the most solid, in general, fell the fir$(^^ 
luiiong which, besides those already mentidhel, 
ver.' the granaries; of the public corn market j 
the great rv)yal hospital in the Rocieu, that called 

* I'liis circumstance secm^ to favour Dr. Stukely*t opi* 
liion, that earthcjuukes krc^ in a grcil mcanire, owiiig 19 
«|ci*trir:il slio^cJcft. 

the 
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the Miserecordia for the maiiitenance 6f poor 
orphan giris, most of whom perished ; the fine 
church and convent of Saint Domingo, wlicrc 
was one of the largest and noblest libraries in 
Euro| e : the grand church of the Carmchtes, 
supported by two rows of' white marble pillars, 
v^iththe miraculous image of our lady of mount 
Carmel, who could not save her' favourite tem- 
ple from ruin ; the old cathedral, which was of 
an excessive thickness ; the magnificent church 
of the regular canons of Saint Augustine, not 
much unlike our Saiut PauFs, though not to be 
compared to it for bigness, and reckoned by 
connoisseurs the finest piece of architecture in 
!Bur6pe, where lay the bodies of the late king 
John, and several of the royal family, whose 
monuments, by the fall of the cupola, were 
crushed in pieces ; the castle, or citadel, wherein 
ihie ancient archives and records were reposited ) 
the prison of the inquisition, or holy office, as it 
is caUed, with that of the Zimoeira, which waa 
a palace of the Moorish kings, over which tlie 
supreme court of justice was held, for the try* 
ing of criminals. In short, it is impossible to 
enumerate the particular damages in buildings 
only ', to say 2i), in one word, every parish 
church, convent, nunnery, palace, and public 
edifice, with an infinite niunber of private liouses, 
^ere either thrown down, or so miserably shat- 
tered, that it is rendered dangerous to pass 
by them. As to the people who lost their lives 
on this occasion, to say nothing of those who 
were crushed to death in their own houses, in 
some of which, no less than forty persons were 
killed (as a family lives on every floor), either 
naeetUig \ritb immediate deaths or having had 

their 
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tiheir Kmbs broken by the fall of the stones it: r •■'.'. 
streets } you nuy easily judge what prodigi 1 is 
Bombers roust have |)erisheU iu the church r*9 ai:*! 
GOQveuts, as (he first shock happ;^>ned at high 
mass, wlieo they were assenibleid at their clcvo* 
tois. 

TlKwhcAe number of persons that yicTishcc!^ 

indudlng those tint were burnt, or atir; .v.-.rjs 

cmsbed to death whilst ilig^ng in the i ; :r. '.i 

tappoicdt on tlie lowest calculation, to amonut 

to more than sixty thousand ; and thon h .'le 

dimage in other respects cannot be coni{)'jted^ 

jrct you may form some idea of it, wl.u .) 1 .m- 

kore you, that this extensive and opulc:.t . iiy 

is now nothin;; but a vast heap of ruins, that the 

rich aod poor are at present upon a level, sonte 

thoutaods of families, which but the day before 

ha-Jbeen cany in their circumstances, hciii}' now 

iPdtterRd about in the Hclds, wanting every cun- 

Tcnieocy ok life, and linding none able to ichcve 

cJir-m. 

A f<'w days after the first consternation was 
over, I ventured down into the city, by the 
i;ifesi ways 1 could pick out, to sec it there was 
a possibility of g<'liii»g any thing out of my 
lodgingH ^ but the rnin^i were now soaiionieiteJ 
by the latf: fire, thai f wis so fur from b* ing 
able to diniiiiguish the iixlividual spot wh le 
the Iioumc stood, that i could not even di^iin- 
gnish the street, amidst such mountains ol Nto cs 
and rnbbish which rose on every side. :v 'uo 
djys alter, I ventured down again with «(. r.d 
porters, who, having long p.iid in these part> of 
the town, wrre well acquainted with the situ:i- 
lion of particular houses j by their assistance, 
1 atla^t dlacovercd the ;>pot; but was soon con- 
vinced. 
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viDcedy to dig for any thing there^ besides the 
danger of such an attempt, would never answer 
dieexpencej and what further induced me to 
JQy a»de all thoughts of the matter, was 4he 
sight of the ruins still smoking, from whence 
I k new for certain that those things I set the 
greatest value on must have been irrecoverabl/ 
lost in the fire. 

On both the times when T attempted to make 
^his fruitless search, especially the tirst, there 
came such an intolerable stench from the dead 
bodies, that 1 was ready to faint away ; anA 
though it did not seem so great this last time, 
yet it had like to have t>een more fatal to nie, 
as I contracted a fever by it ; bnt of which,- ' 
God be prai?:ed, I soon got the better. How- 
ever, this made me so cautious for the future, 
that I avoided passing near certain places, where 
the stench was so excessive that people began to 
d]ead an infection : a gentieman told me, that 
goino in'o the town a fcW days after the earth-* 
quakes, he saw several bodies lying in the streets 
some horribly maigled, as he supposed, by the 
dogs ', otiiers halt burnt -, some quite roasted ; 
and that in certain places, particularly near the 
doors ot churches, they lay in vast heaps, piled 
upon one another. 

Ihey have been employed now for several 
days past in taking up the dead bodies, which 
are carried out into the neighbouring fields^ 
but the greater part still remain under the rub* 
bisli, nor do 1 think it would be safe to remove 
them, even though it were practicable, on ac^couat 
ot the stench. 

I shall mention only one circumstance more, 
relating to this dreadtul a0iur> as their ii|)f>ear« 



td somrtlung very extraordinary in it. One Mr, 
h frniamcr, a HamburgU merchant of this plaa?, 
hail rt»v:tn\«i a letter from his jwrtner at Ilaiii- 
buTgti, advi'iinsj him to remove a large qiuuuity 
of flax, and oihcr valnal)le effects, from tl.e 
huvise he then resided in, to several distant warc- 
bon]ie«i in different partb of iho city, giving as n 
reason for his desiring him to use this precaution, 
that he Jiad dreamed, for louirtcn nights toge-* 
tt'.t^r, i!ic city ot Lisbon was all on tire. \oti 
may dc|x r*d r)n the truth lA the fact, as here re- 
lated, siijce Mr. Uurnirt<;tcr publicly shewed this 
letter to rvery body. TiUt wheti.cr the advice 
vas owing to any su|Krnatural warning, or 
Bicrrly acr.identa), it w.is ot no matuicr ot signi« 
£cauon, as he dd not pay the least u-gnrd loitj 
Ao that his gciods shared the same tatc with tht 
Jtst of his neighbours. 

Thnsn-y dour frici.d, have I given you a genu* 
inr, though ir^p ricct account ol* this terrible 
JL:iii;nnrnt, which h.is lei t bc d cp an impresMon 
on my mind, that 1 shall utrvir wear it off. I 
have lost aM th.- nujncy i had by me, and have 
ftbv^d DO (jthrrr r.Dthcs that) what I have on my 
bu'ki but what 1 u-i^Lri most, i», the irnpaiable 
loNfi oj ir.y bo()!:r. .tiid p;iperd To add to my 

inunt diftircss, tho»e tritiiiis to whom I coulil 
mVc nppiit d <>n any oilier oicasibn, are > ow in 
thr same vvTtii iud circumstances wi.h m}^'/lf. 
However, notwiih-»i;.n<iiiig /! I have suff«rcd, I 
(\o net ihsi'.k J have ica-it n to despr.ir. but ritiicr, 
tnreiuih uiy grati'ful .!;.ki]owl4'dgmi'L.tb to iho 
Almii,hl), who hath so visibly prtiteued m} h c, 
ani:d I »ucii d:u)/,ers, wheie s(i uiany ttiousaiidi^ 
jKii!»h:*'' : and thcsaii.e good Providence , I tiust* 
will >.i i ccmjIuiuc to p*'oteci me^ and pout out 



some means to extricate myself out of these 
difficulties. 

As the place .is in such disorder and confusion, 
that the administration of justice is put a stop to, 
and it is not likely that any business will be car- 
ried on for some time, I intend to take my passage 
for England, as $oon as a convenient opportunity 
«>ffers, J am, &c. 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 

CHAP. I. 

From the Accession of Euric to the Sulversion of 
the Gothic Monarchy by the Moors. 

1''HE kingdom of Spain, situated between the 
tenth and third degrees of cast longitude, 
end t^'C thirty-sixth and forty-fcurlh degrees of 
north latitude, is boundf-d by the Pyrenean moun- 
tains on the north, by the Mediterranean on the 
cast, by the Straits of Gibraltar, the Atlantic 
Ocean, ah ' Mediterranean on the s.outh, and by 
the Af'ahtc and Portugal on the west. It is said 
to be seven fuindred miles long, and ^vc hundred 
broad ; and is supposed to contain about eleven 
tni'> lions of inhabitants, on a surface of about 
j4a,CXX) square miles. 

The sofl is naturally good, though in many 
parts destitute of cultivation j and. the face of 
tlie coiintr)' is prettily diversified with extensive 
pastures, fertile vinryards, and numerous plant-^ 
. jitiong of mulberry trees, which afford suste- 
nance to nrtyriads of silk-worms, and offer an 
inviting umbrage to ttie way-worn traveller. 

The 



fbe modntains are clothed with verdure, aud 
leathered with shrubs, to their vry summits^ 
the talleys are annually crowned \x*ith an exube* 
ranee of odoriferous herbs, delicious fruits, and 
yalnable drags ) and even the bowels of the earth 
are enriched with several invaluable mines and 
qoarries. Some salutiferous springs are also 
found at Granada, Seville, and Cordova^ and the 
refreshing breezes which frequently blow fron^ 
the hills are admirably adapted, by an all-gracioug 
Providence, to counteract the effects of the ex- 
cessive heat, to which the southern diiitricts are 
exposed, in the months of June, July^ August^ 
and September. 

I Among the animal productions of this coun- 
try, horses claim the most distinguished place^ 
being deemed the most handsome, swift, and 
.lerviceable of any in Europe j the sheep are 
universally famed for their fine wool; mulest 
and black cattle are also tolerably good; and 
the wild bulls are so extremely ferocious^ 
that a bull-feast was formerly accounted one <£ 
the most magnificent entertainments at the 
Spanish court. Game and wild fowl, similar 
to those of the neighbouring countries, abound 
in most of the provinces; and the Spanish seas 
are stored with various and excellent species of 
fish. 

In ancient times, Spain was famed for its 
mines of gold and silvery and, though these 
have disappeared, it still a^rds iron, copper, 
lead, cornelian, agate, crystals, marble, por- 
phyry, jasper, and various kinds of precious 
stones. The vegetable productions are also 
txtreinely numerous, particularly oranges, lemons,' 

L2 prunes^ 
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pranes, raisins, figs, almonds, olives, And mul» 
perries. 

Of the roanufactores x>f this country, the most 
•onsidecable are glass, porcelain, silk stockings, 
esparto ropes, hempen cordage, wool, copper, and 
hardware. Barilla and salt-petre may be reckoned 
among the most valuable articles of commerce f 
but the Sipaniards, mifortunately far themselves, 
make gold and silver the principal branches of 
their exports and imports, while the consuls^ 
agents, and correspondents of other countries im- 
prove this national imprudence to their respective 
advantages. , 

The principal mountains of Spain are the Py- 
renees, which extend from the Bay oi Biscay to 
the Mediterranean^ the Cantabriaa mountains, 
"^hich run from the Pyrenees to the Atlantic 
Oceans Mount Calpe; or the hill of Gibraltar | 
and Montserrat* which excites the attention of 
every curious traveller, by the singularity of its 
situation, form, and composition. 

The rivers most worthy of notice are, the 
X)ouro, which falls into the Atlantic Opean 
near Oporto 3 the Tagus, which disembogues 
itself into the same ocean below Lisbon; th» 
Cuadalquiver, which terminates at St. Lucarj 
and the £bro, formerly called j[berus, which 
falls into the Mediterranean Sea, at a small 
distance from Tortoso. The chief t>a^s are 
those of Biscay, Corunna, Ferrol Cadiz,' Vigo, 
Gibraltar, Alicant, Garthagena, Iloses, Altea, and 
Valencia. 

Among the natural curiosities of Si>aln we 
roust enumerate the river Tmto, which petri- 
^cs (he «and io a most surpri^g manner, 
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vithrrs d\\ the p1«int5i on its banks, und com*- 
■uinicatrs a yellow tinf^ to whdti'vrris tlip'wn 
mu^ it ; <i)e rivrr Guadina, which, likr thc^ Mole 
iti Ki'tgland, niiis under ground, and then tUca 
again ; arfd the cave ot St Mima: 1. near the 
nick of Gibraltar, in which a ix'irifyiiig wafer 
continailly drips troni the roof, and to'ms u urO'« 
dii^ifHjN naniber of beautiful btalactites. I'htt 
royaJ cabinet, at Madrid, contain.*^ a great funib'-r 
of prcciauH htonen, ni.irblr.s, ores^ bic, :ino i^ m* 
richrd with a curiouti rollcction of ewers. iU\j'>, 
basons, v«nsr's, plates, and orn<ui!cutal pieces of 
anieti^y^t, ng:ite, and rock crystal, mourit d in 
gold and en: unci. 

Tiic jiiiMcipal antiq-utics of this country arc, 
a ma^i.IH'jcfnt aqueduct, erected hy 'IVjj.ui, 
wcr a de« p valhy near S^oovij : a trium|>ijal 
arch, said to have be*- n raiscl by the ilhi.sirioiis 
IJdn:iihal, at Martdirij the rempii^s oi a llo* 
xniiQ tiuatre, now converieu into a churcli, at 
Toledo: a ruinous watcii tower n*!ar 'Cadiz; 
an i the niyal p.ilacc r)r i!ie Alhambra at G:a« 
Da ia. which is equally reinarkciblc on :tceount 
ot' its Situation, aicliliecture, and internal 
bt.iuty. 

T!:c kingdom of Spain was known to fhe 
ancif nrs by the nanu s Iberia, Hertperia, and 
Hi^pania; and, about the time of the Punie 
wjr^, It was divided into Citehor and Uiterior; 
but it has undergone innumerable changes sinco 
that pericxi; and is now divi ^cd into the pro* 
vinccsof Oidand New Castile, Ahturia, Galicia^ 
Araj^ou, . Biscay, Navarre, Leon, Catalonia, 
Valencia, Murcia, Granada, Andalusia, and 
Eiitre roadura. 

Madrid^ tbe capital of this oovaaiTj, is a dirty 

L 3 aDc;o&« 



114 SPAlfT. 

tincomfbrtable City, in the province of New Cas* 
tile. The population is estimated at four hundred 
thousand individuals ; and some of the streets are 
tolerably spacious J but the houses are rendered 
extremely odious by the circumstance of their 
windows being grated with iron bars; and the 
only wall that surrounds tlie city is built of mud. 
Lodgings are usually let at an exorbitant rate ) 
and the want of taverns and coffee-houses is se- 
verely felt by foreigners: but provisions are 
moderately cneap; and the palaces, or royal 
hunting seats, in the vicinity of the town, are 
worthy of admiration. 

Burgos, though formerly the capital of the 
tingdom of Gastile, has now sunk into ob- 
scurity, and ,is only remarkable for its cathe- 
dral, which is one of the finest Gothic structures 
in Europe. 

Cadiz, the grent emporium of Spanish com- 
merce, is situated on a small island near the con- 
tinent of Andalusia, and joined to the main land 
by a fortified bridge. Ihe streets are narrow, 
dirty, and much infested with rats > but the har- 
bour is excellent, and the adjacent scenery beau- 
tifully rural. 

Seville is a spncious and well-built (own, on 
the banks of the Guadalquiver ; but gi'eatly de- 
cayed both in wealth and population The steeple 
of Seville cathedral is accounted one of the great- 
est curiosities in Sj)ain } a Gothic castle in (he 
suburb of Friaiia is said to have been the first seat 
of the Spanish inquisition ; and the wall of the 
city seems to have been of Moorish con- 
struction. 

Cordova, in the province of Andalusia, con- 
tains a magnificent catbedralj an4 some ezton- 
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live palaces belonging to the inquisition ; but the 
streets are mean and dirty, and the chief trade of 
the iniiabitants consists in a particular kind of 
lentl\er called cordovan. 

Barcelona is a handsome circular city, situ- 
ated on the Mediterranean, and said to havo 
bffen founded by Hamilcar fiarcas. The gene- 
rality of the houses are lofty, and the streets are 
well paved and lighted. The inhabitants, who 
are computed at more than 100,000, supply 
the Spanish troops with most of their arms and 
clothing; and their bravery was demonstrated 
in 1/14 by their sustaining a siege against a 
powerful army; but they are unfortunately 
V.igotted to the fopperies of popery, and, on the 
eve ot' All Souls, they render themselves truly 
ndiculuus by running from house to house to 
eat chotnuts, under the absurd idea, that for 
every ciicsiuit they swallow with due faith tho 
•ouJ of a fellow creature will be delivered from 
purgatory. 

Maln^^'l is a large and populous aty, sur« 
Toimdcd with a double wall, strengtht:ned by 
AfVfr.'il towers, and commanded by a Moorish 
castle. Tlicr streets are in general n.uTow ; but 
tlic cathedral is a stupendous structure; and the 
city is rendered famous by lis gieat anticjuity, 
and the luxuriant fertility of the circumjacent 
country. 

Valencia is a spacious city^ surroundrd by lofty 
Walls; and mh archbishopric is said to be one of 
the richest in Spain: but the streets are crooked, 
dirty, and narrow; the decor rtions of the churchet 
are rather tawdry than m.igniticent; and a con- 
siderable part of tl)c popuhlioQ consists of priesti, 
ttunsi aud friars* 

BUbon 
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Bilboa Is pleasantly situated on the banks of 
tine Ybaizabal 3 and contains about eight hundred 
houses, with a fine square by the water side. 
The streets are remarkablji^evel, clean, and wt-U 
juaved, and the adjacent scenery is iiighly pictu- 
resque and interesting. 

"Gibraltar, which was taken by the English 
Ui 1704, and afterwards defended with extra- 
ordinary gallantry against the united forces of 
France* and Spain^ is a rommoilious port, and 
adnnirably sitaait^d for commanding the entrance 
into the Mediterranean. The town is so com- 
pletely environed by lofty hills, nnd so strongly 
fortified both by art and nature, as to be almost 
inaccessible; the harbour is well planted with 
cannon; and the strength of (he garison is 
J4idiciouhly adapted to the iiiiportancc of the 
place. 

The other principal places in Spain are the Es- 
curial, in the provic;ce of New Castile, famous 
for its n;agnifi(ent palac/; Salanmnca, a beau- 
tiful and opulent town in Leon: Gnina !a, con- 
tjining the magnificent palace of the Alliamhrj ; 
Carthagena, in Alorcia, noted for its manufac- 
tures of esparto ropes and cables j Toledo, bitu- . 
ated on the river Tagus ; Compostella in Galiciaj 
Ovieiio in Asturia J Sarag(;s.'»a in Aragon ; Hones 
in Cnralotiia : Pampeluna in Navarre ; and K:i- 
dajos in E)titm::uura. The Kuropean islands bc- 
loDi^ing to this kingdom are those of Majorca, 
Yvica, and Minorca. 

The generality of the Spaniards are of a mid- 
dle stature; and wed proporti(«ned ; their com- 
plexion is dark, and their eyes and countenances 
are rebiarkably expressive. The men are famed 
Au thiiit secrecy^ teroperance^ aoU fidelity. 
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and the 'U'omen have btfcn frequently extolled on 
accoiini of tlieir jiersonal chnrnis: bit the vir- 
lne'> of tlie former are hadly inrni.shed by i In; just 
imputHlloa ot mdoleniT, pride, and j.ulousy^ 
and the: beauty of the latter is said to enist cliictly 
in their novel** and roniiinccs. However, as the 
inhabitaots of the Sp.mish provinces differ m.i(e« 
iriallyfrodi eac!: othrr, it inity be proper to g»ve 
their chunctcrs in the language ot a justly cele- 
brated traveller. " The Caiahms," say* Mr. 
Swinburn. " are au active, Htirring set uf men« 
who seem well ralculateJ f ^r buMness, trnvelliiigy 
•nd manutactures ; tie Vaieuirians are a ni>re 
•edate race, better adapted to the ociupations of 
husbandry, less eager to change their siMati-.»D, 
aodof a more tinud and NiDipiLious cast uf mi. id 
tbao the fonner j the Anv^uKisians s'*eiii (<> be (he 
freatest tnlkei*s of Spnin; the New Ca.^ii iaiis 
are, perhaps, the lea^t iiidustiMous oi ihr wuolo 
nation ; the Old Castili.ins are Inliorious, and re- 
tain much ot the ancient sinii.liciiyi'f manners; 
the Aragonese are a niixuirc of Castilian nncl Ca- 
talan, rather inclining to ti)> former; th'- Eiis- 
cayners are amte and d lij'ent, but impatient of 
conlnnii; and rlie Gaiiciaos are a plodding race 
tt' mortah, v> liu lo.mi nver Spain in gean^h ot a 
hardly earm .: Nnl)sisU'n(!: " The bnil leasts, or 
combats ot tavalicr-. wiih these animals, form a 
striking tftt.c in the mjnners of the Spaniards 3 
dancing i^, also, so univtTsally admired, that a 
grandmo/hor, moMier, and daughter, freiiucplly 
join in (he same countiy->ta:in' ; aiul nnrmmal 
licrenades are very ireqiiuit in the jirincipal 
cili's. 
1'hc govcriuncnt of Spain Is that of an ab- 
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postella, Montesa, The" LaJj of Mercy, Charles!' 
in. and Alcantara. 

The Spanish language is expressive and ma- 
jestic j and might be caHed a spurious LatiUj^ 
were it not for seyeral exotic words and termina- 
tions, that have been introduced by the Gotbs 
and Moors. 

Literature cannot be expected to flourish un- 
der so despotic a government as that of Spain; 
there are, however, some good productions in 
the Spanish language, on various literary^ sub- 
jects : and the works of Ccry antes, Quevedo^- ■ 
Lopez de Vega, and other eminent writers, are 
known to all Europe. Several of the cities and 
pafaces exhibit striking specimens of Spanish 
paintihg, architecture, and sculpture. 

It appears expedient to commence our History 
of Spain with the accassion of Euiic, who is 
commonly considered as the founder of the Go- 
thic moiiarchy in that country : but in order to 
render it the more perspicuous and inteliigfible, 
we must tnkea rapid survey of the g< ?vcrai state 
of att'airs not only in Spain, bdi likewise in thQ 
adjacent natio s. 

AD ^''^ eastern coasts of Spain were, at 
466 this time, possc^jsed by the RomanH^ 
though the power of that people had 
suffered a sensible diminution ; the western part 
of the country was subject toKesimond, king of 
the Sueves, who ha^i secured his territories D/ 
a prudent marriage with the druvhter of, Hno- 
doric; and the interior provinces, logetljtr wifh 
those on the frontiers of Gaul, were held by the 
Visigoths, who had fixed the seat of their king- 
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dbm 8l ThonloDse. Leo I. swayed the srepire 

of the BahCrro Empire, and possessed butliricnt 

mhority to nominate an Emperor of the West : 

and the Vandals were masters of nil the ( oasis 

0ppoiite to Spain, under tiieir monarch Genseric, 

who had renderod lumself formidahle to all his 

enemies, and was generally 9ckno\\l(\1ged as (x 

liwrolpnnce. All these natioiH professed the 

rdigion of Christ ; hut ihtr Visigciths, Sufjvrs, 

wad Vand»]s, were unhappily ront:n»it)ated with 

Ae heresy of Arnn : and the appear to have acted 

ViUi great cruelty towards the catlio'ic inhahi- 

luifof some Gallic and Spanish )>rovinces which 

had been torn from the Roman Empire. 

Baric,, having obtained possrssiim of those rx- 
tmsive dominions which had bi en acquired by 
^vriotirof his father Throd<Mic I. king of ilu* 
ITis^olhs in GanI, conceived the desiL^ii of driving 
iheJRomans entirely out oi Spain ^ and 'actually 
■wde biniHclf master of rani; china, Saragossa, 
CiNilon>a, Valencia, and I..usit:inia. Some .stre- 
nuous exertions were indeed made, by tlie no- 
biKiy and gentry, against this encnxidiment of 
the Visigoths J but tiicse were rendered abortive, 
atid Kuric, having provitled for the safety of his 
new conquests, led his v.ctorious army into 
6aul, where he successively reilnced t!:e in}port- 
•lit cities of I'ours, £ surges, and Clermont. 

On the deposit i:-n of A";;usluhis, and the 
subversion of the We .tern Em i ire, Eptc ac- 
CTfUed a proHfered alliance with Odoaccr, king 
of the Hcruli 5 and made himself master of 
Aries and Marseilles, which had hitherto rc-^ 
tpaioed' in the hands of the llomans. 'ihe Bur-' 
Kundians were alarmed at the increasing power 
^ Vol, XV. M of 
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of their warlike neighbour, and endeavoured t* 
arrest the progress of his arms, by making an 
irruptioii into his territories : but they were com- 
pelled to retreat with considerable h>s»5 and 
Euric devoted the remainder of his life to t e 
enjoyment of peace and the cultivation of the 
milder arts. He died in the nineteenth year of 
l)is reign 5 and left his Spanish and Gallic domi« 
nions to his son Alaric. 

» -pj Euric*s successor commenced his go- 
484 ' vernnlent with great mildness, and pro- 
vided for the security of his subjects by- 
espousing a daughter of Theodoric, king of the 
Ostrogoths. He also caused the Thepdosian 
<Jode of Laws to be abridged by one of the. most 
learned lawyers of that age ; and exerted h'lvor 
self to compose some differences which had 
arisen between his predecessor and the king of 
the Franks; but in the latter attempt he un- 
fortunately failed > and hostilities ensued, which 
terminated in his death, and the utier defeat of bis 
most gallant forces. 

A. Y% After this catastrophe, which hap- 
5*07 ' P^"^^ within nine miles of Poitiers, 
some of the veteran officers of the Visi- 
goths retired into Spain, with Amalaric, the only 
surviving son of their deceased master. Ttib 
major part of the troops, however, refused to 
invest an infant with the sovereignty at so criti- 
cal a juncture; and consented that Gesalaic, a 
natural son of Alaric, should assume the regal dig- 
nity. 

Gesalaic had scarcely ascended the vacant 
throne, before he was defeated by the Burgun- 
dians, andxompelled to flee into Spain, whence 
he was after veards driveQ ibto Africa; whilst 
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the Visifi;othi, having rcreived some powerful suc- 
cours from ITicodo' ic, resumed their wonted cou- 
nge, and I'lbfiged both the Franks and Bargun- 
dians t6 abandon their late conquests. The 
king of the Ostrogoths claimed tht.* country of 
Provence, as a remuneration for his assistance ou 
this occasion : bat he governed the re.<>t of Alar'c*a 
territories merely as regent for Amahinc. and 
enfnisted the administration to a person of knowa 
jDcrit and ability. 

After an abt»ence of about four years Ge« 
taiaic returned into Gaul, and raised a numerous 
body of forces in order to attempt the recovery 
of some of the Spanish cities : but he was soon 
encountered and slain by part of d'heodoiic's 
amiy ; and Amalaric, having attained to years 
ot maturity, was put in possession of his father's 
duni'nions. 

Shortly alter he had assumed the reins . p. 
of government, AniaKinc became ena- ' * 
iDouri it of Clotilda, daughter of Clovis, 
and the nuptials were soiemnized with great 
magiiiiicem.-e : but his subsequent conduct was 
so base and unmanly, that the unhappy princess 
sent an affecting diescription of her suffeiings 
to hi r brothers, among whom ti)e kingdom of 
the i'ranks was divided, and earnestly requested 
theui to iniertere on her behalf. Hereupon Chil- 
d'-lx'rt, Knig ol France, marched wiili a powe»- 
f.i army into the territories of the a^ ressor, 
and ;'a ncd a decisive victory over the Visigoths. 
Amalriric 1. 11 ii sacrifice to the resentment oi the 
iiiV ;/*ers : Clotilda, dying on the road to ht r 
bro i-\s dominions was interred with iier ro3al 
lathcr in the monastrrv of St. Genevieve ; and 
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the conqueror eflriched his church6s wi& t^ (retf^ 
sufes of lus fallen adversary. 

The royal family of ilvc Goths being extinct^ 
it was necessary to 511 the vacant throne by elec-> 
tion \ and the general choice fell upon Tbeodidk 
ivho had governed Spain with unblemnbed repiltii^ 
tion during the minority of tlic deceased prince. 

Theudis had scarcely assumed the royal tidd 
Vefore the princes of the Franks resolved to drivtt 
both him and his Gothic subjects out of GauL 
This design, however, was suspended for some 
time, a. id eventually frustrated by the prudeocs 
and conduct of the new king. But he was, lootf 
after, repulsed with ignominy by some imperial 
forces whom he attempted to expel from the city 
pf Ceuta, in Africa ; and on his return to Spaia^ 
be was assassinated by a pretended maniac. 
j^ -pi The Visigoths having performed thB 
MAa ^^^^ mournful duties to their deceased 
' king, CO ft-rrt-d ihe supreme dignitf 
upon one of their commanders, named TbMM 
dosile : but his intv.-mperance, lust, and cruehy^ 
rendered his reign so odious, that a conspiracjr 
was soon formed aaainst his person, and ha 
was murdered at an entertainment, after he bad 
» disgraced the regal title for about seventeen 
months. 

A r\ Upon the death of this tyrant, Agtia 
Mo ^^^ placed on the vacant throne : but 
^' as his elevation had resulted entireljT 
from the choice of the conspirators, without anjf 
of the usual forms, many of the nobility were 
disgusted ; and a general spirit of disaifection 
began to appear in several of the provinces. 
The people of Cordova not only refused lo a©* 
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Mowledge biRl fbr tbeir sovereign, but had re- 
course to sffitn, and defeated him in a pitched bnt- 
ilc 5 a bodj of imperial troops, under the 
' coiTinatmd ofLibcriits, joined the malccontcnts, 
^d took possession of a)l the maritime country 
from the fortress of Gibraltar to the confines of 
ValMcta; and Agila was nrntnally put to death 
by the nobles who attended upon his person, but 
who were provoked by his insolence, and distract- 
ed :\f^ the idea of the civil war which had lollowcd 
hh election. 

Thcr news of Agila's death was no ^ ^ 
iooncr made public, than Ath.inagiicle, / ' 
• Visigoth of noble extraction, wh«>h;Kl "^^ ' 
taken an active part in the iat(» rebellion, was 
prodatmed king with universal acclamatioiH ; 
ind, by his coivmand, the sent of tl:e Gothic 
monarchy was removed to I'ojctdo. I'hi' com- 
mencement of his reign was rxircmi.ly mil 1 ; 
Md his subjects rejoiced in ob.-.eiving that he 
niher choose to establish Lis authority en tli«fir 
affections than their fcarH. A frinporary alarm 
wa», ind- ed, excited by some eiicroachmeuis of 
the Iraperialists : but this was -noon nnd c trcctu::!- 
ly obviated by the zeal of Athanagilde and the 
bravery of his adherents. The remainder of his 
life, exclusive of some domestic vexations which 
aro-ie from the marriage of one of his daughters with 
the king of Soissons, was passed in perfect tran- 
quillity ;. and he died in tlie thirteenth year of his 
reign, equally venerated by his subjects and re- 
spected by his neighbours. 

An interregMum of five months succeeded 
the death of tfiis amiable prince ; and, during 
that period, the natityn suri'ercd seveiely from 
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the private vTews and jealousies of the nobles; 
and from the bold innovations of tbe Imperial-, 
kts. At length, however, tbe inhabitants of 
most of the cities became discontented, and thei 
nobles deemed it expedient to provide for thdr 
own safety by making choice of a king. 

This resolution being adopted, Liuva, gover- 
nor of the Gothic provinces in Gaul, "was norni* 
nated as the successor of Athanagilde> and it 
is universally agreed by historians, that no io*. 
dividual was ever more deserving of a crown, for 
piety, prudence, and bravery were happily unit- 
ed in Ills character, and his patriotism induced 
him to lay aside every thought of private advan- 
tage, in orJer to devote his whole attention 
to the welfare of his subjects. Perceiving the 
necessity of a careful administration in the 
Gallic provinces, and knowing that the Visi- 
goths rtight be easily expelled from their Spa-« 
nish dominions if they bad not a chief of dis- 
tinguished abilities in that country, he associated 
his brother, Leovigilde, in the regal dignity, 
and requested him to reside at the. court of 
Toledo I whilst himself remained in Gaul, and 
took every possible precaution for the preserva- 
tion of his people's security and tliC augmenta- 
tion of their felicity. These excellent designs 
he fully accomplished ; aird died universally re- 
gretted, in the year five hundred and seventy- 
two, after an honourable and useful reign lof five 
years. 

Leovigilde had, previously to his brother' fi 
death, restored the reputati(;n of the Gcnhs in 
Spain by several great achievements: iinJ, on 
his becoming sole nionarcJi, he determined to 
chastise all the revolted pruNiDcc.:^ and to redu e 
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fhero under that form of government whieh he 
thought proper to impose. This great design 
wafs accoraplibhed with complete success -, and 
Leovigilde had the satisfaction of observing 
that the reputation of his arms increased with 
every campaign ; and that his government was 
now established in perfect security. 

Anxious to improve this favourable conjuncture 
to the advantage of his own family, he prevailed 
on the Visigoths to admit the association of his 
two sons, Hermenigilde and Reccared, as heirs 
expectant of the kingdom, and as possessors of 
a certain share of the regal authority. He also 
Concluded a marriage betwten Hermenigilde 
and the princess Ingonde, and sent the young 
couple to keep their c(5urt at Seville : but, in con- 
sequence of some religious disputes, a civil war 
ensued between t!.'e father and the son 3 and the 
latier, being reduced to great extremities, was 
^despoiled of all ensigns of royalty, and thrown 
into prison at ToleJo. This quarrel, among 
other mischievous consequences, occasioned a 
violent persecution against the Catholic bishops 
and clergy, and gave rise to a general rebellion' of 
the Vascons or Ga«cons, who inhabited the coun» 
tries of Navarre, Jacca, and Guipuscoa. 

While the king was employed in suppressing 
this revolt, Hermenigilde escaped from his pri- 
son, and took the best measures for bis security, 
by fortifying himself in Seville : but that city 
\vas reduced to such extremities, by Leovigilde, 
that the unfortuuate prince was obliged to 
quit it, and to retire to Cordova, where he wa» 
jit^nin nradtt prisoner by his exasperated fathefi 
Fiuni Cordova he was sent, in chains, to Seville, 
iii.d :>hui up in a solitary tower, where be received 
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an offer of fon^Vencss, on condition of his reW 
ncmncing the catholic faith, and comraunicatingf 
'with an Arian prHate 5 bnt as he rejected xhcstf 
proposals with honest indignasion, he was pri'* 
Yately muid^red by tht- royai command, and his: 
only ?on, whom he had by tlie princess IngoiKj©^ 
was s' nt to C-nstantinopte. 
* T> Some time aiter this tragical occur- 
.' ' ren< e, Leovii^ilde tnrned his victorious 
aniis against the Satves, who were uii- 
der the power of an usurper named Andaca. 
He met with a- very feeble resistance in his pas- 
sage to Bri^ne;^ and on. the reduction of that 
ciiy he banished Andaca to Badajos, and obi ged 
bim to become a priest, in order to prevent anjr 
future distuibar.ces fiom his intrigues or pre- 
tensions. Thus was the kii>gdom of the Sueves 
subverted j and from this period the -two nation* 
©f t'»c Sueves a.'id Visigoths acknowledged the 
same sovereign. 

The Franks made a powerful irrnption, aboat 
tlie same time, into LeoVigilde's Gallic domini-* 
©ns : but tiiey.were repulsed with considerable 
loss by (he bravery of prince Reccared j and 
Ihe young conqueror acquired a considerable^ 
degree of }vj}'Uiarity, at his return, by espousing 
the dau:hter ot a powerful and opulent Goth. 
Toward the latter end of the year Leovigilde 
diedj in an advanced age, at ToU do ; and is 
said, by some hi^itorians, to have been reconciled 
to the catholic faith : but this fact is by no means 
indisputable. 

In the character of Leovigilde, as in those of 
most heroes, we percci\ e a combination of good 
and evil qualit'es. Ambit-ion, avarice, and 
•njchy hw boea justly chiwycd upon him by 
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inost wntcrB ; yet historical justice compels u* 
to observe, that he was a bfavc commander, a 
great e«mionaist, a lover of equity, and an able 
pokiticUm. He reduced a disordered governr- 
ment to perfect regularity ; revised and enforced 
tiibse mntsry laws which, from the time of 
Alartc, had been shamefully neglected ; settled 
a r«yal treasury, and regulated the finances | 
&rmwtd the Imperialists and the neighbouring 
barbBfiams by the terror of his arms y and, by 
cajoling, comiptiog, and dividing his enemies, 
gradually pre{»red them for subjection. He 
was the first king of the Visigoths who assumed 
Ae insignia of royalty } and he condocted him- 
adf on all occasions with such fortitude and 
Qiajesty, that he was tnucb more respected tlia'a 
any of kis predecessors. j^W ranks and descripi* 
tions of people submitted to bis authority, and 
executed his commands without murmuring ; 
and it is cjrident that this general obedience result* 
ed principally from a conviction of the solid ad- 
vantages which arose from his ufniform and well 
regulated administration. 

Rccc^red, the only surviving 'O" <^ a r) 
LeovigiWe, was raised to the vacant ' ^ ' 
throne, immediately after his father's 
decease ; and his first care was to pursue the 
negotiations which had been opened in the late 
reign between the Visigoths and their powerful 
neighbours the Franks. At the courts of Or- 
leans and Burgundy, tlie proposed accommoda- 
tion was rejected with contempt : but Chil- 
debcrt, king of Austrasia, laid aside bis hostile 
intentions, and, after mature deliberation, con- 
cluded a definitive treaty of peace. The forces 
mf Gontraad^ king of Orleans', made an irruption 
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into the provinces which the Visigoths still held 
in Gaul, and obtained, some important advan-^ 
tages 5 but they were at length attacked by the 
army of Reccared, and repulsed with proJigioos 
slaughter. 

Whilst the Visigoths were triumphing in 'the 
happy effects .of this victory, Reccared made a 
public acknowledgment of his conversion to rhe 
catholic faith, and at the same time proposed 
the introduction of that religion into all par-ts- 
of his dominions. An innovation, so bold ia 
its nature and so important in its consequences^ 
might be naturally supposed to occasion much. 
commotion in the kingdom; and, though it 
was received with all the exterior marks of ap-» 
probation, it was followed by several alarming 
conspiracies against the king*s. person and go- 
vernment. These, however, were all discovjef'* 
ed and frustrated ; and, in spite of all the ex* 
ertions of the Arian prelates and nobility, the 
catholic religion was firmly established in a s<h 
lemn assembly at Toledo, and the conversion of 
the Visigoths became a national act. 

Having accomplihhed this great work, Rec- 
cared espoused the princess Cloilosinde, sister of 
Ingoncle, and sent ambassadors to pope Gr(^ 
gory the Great, in order to procure an extract 
of the treaties between his predecessor, Athaua- 
gilde, and the emperor Justinian, that he might 
clearly understand the terms upon which, the 
Imperialists still rttained certain territories ia 
Spain. He also chastised some Gascons who 
had made an irruption into his dominions^ and 
madK some laudable exertions for the amend* 
ment and promulgation of various salutary laws^ 
but whilst be wag devoting his entire attention to 
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the felicity of his people, he was seized with a 
fit of iUness wliich terminated in his death, atter 
an equitable and glorious reign of fifteen years. 

The respect for the memory and vir- . j^ 
t»cs of Keccared was so universal, tliat .^ 
both t ic nobility and commonalty were 
aoxiocM to preserve the crown in his family, and, 
as he had no legitimate issue, they bestowed 
tbe regal dignity upon his natural son, Liuva, 
.who appears to have been a youth of engaging 
manaerti and promising abilities. This prince, 
however, was unfortunately betrayed into an 
jiQprtidenc action against the Im'iH:;nalists ; and 
the traitor who led him into this error, not only 
went over to the opposite party, but basely de- 
posed the king, thrust him into prison, and 
eveotuaiJy caused him tobt; put to death. 

The treacherous Witeric was immedi- f. yi 
ttcly proclaimed king by his unprin- g* * 
cipled adherents ; and his accession was 
marked by a vigorous war against the Imperial- 
ists* wb )ni he reduced to great distress at the 
battle of Siguenca. He afterwards attempted 
to form a powerful alliance against Theodoric, 
king of Burgundy, who had demanded his 
daiighier in marriage, and then refused to con- 
iummate the nuptials ; but, the league being 
•iivldcnly dissoli'ed, he became an object of de- 
'lision to all his neighbours 5 and his subjects 
were so discontented with his government, that 
be was soon taken off by assassination, and his 
corpse, after being dragged through the streets 
with every mark of ignominy, was deposited in 
• place appropriated for the sepulture of common 

iDald'actc>r». 
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1 y. ■ Gundemar, a man of coimclerabie 
^* ' note ^mong the Visigoths, and one of 
* the leaders of the late rebellion, was 
next elected to fill ti^e vacant thVone. He stu-! 
died, from the verjjT coramenceroent of his reiga^ 
to nbaintain an ainipftble correspondence witii 
the Franks; and it ba.4 been asserted^ that 1m 
purchased their friendship by an annual pea* 
»iori : yet it is- certain that be possessed modk 
personal bravery, and bis succe^ul expeditiooi 
against the Gascons and Imperialists, have ea^ 
titled him to a considerable share of military T^xir 
^4ion. He died in his own domimons, after m 
abort reign of less than two years, and wa» uai* 
versally regretted, on account of his piety , coi|ii 
rage, and unfeigned patriotism. 
A j3 The regal dignity was now conferrei 
^ ' upon a person of • the name of Sisebut, 
'* who to many natural virtues added tbt 
accon)plish[nents and advantages of sound erii^ 
ditlon. The beginning of his reign was dis- 
turbed with two insunectioos, onepol the Rucons^ 
aud iikc other qt the Asturians , but the rebeli 
were soon reduced to obedience, and their subju- 
gation gave great celebrity to the aroki of the new 
monareiu 

Sijiortiy after this occurrence, Sisebut. cot^ 
mved tlie iutcntU^n of reducing all that part of 
. Hie country which still remained in the hands 
of the Imperiali:>t»} and ' his sucossses on ibis 
occasion were so brilliant, tbat the patricuw 
Cesarius found it; expedient to request i^ c^ss»- 
tion of armsu and HvracHus, the Greek empe- 
iror, was easily persuaded to ralily a treaty, tijr 
which he relint^ulshed ail his Spanish posses- 
sions. 



8)008, except Ateirve, oo the coast of the Me- 
diterranean. Elated wiib bis triumph over tho 
Imperialists, Si3ebut resoWed to chastise : he in- 
habitants of the opposite coast of Attica, xvho had 
committed variops piracies in his t( rritoricts, and 
accordinj[ly made a powerful descent on Mauri- 
tania, part of which he reduced, aud lett under 
the care of bis own troops. This was the laitt 
great igilon performed by this prince, for he was 
soon after summoned by the angel of death, in the 
tenth year of bis reign. 

Anxious to demonstrate their grati- a yy 
tude for the beneficial effects which had ^' 
resulted from Sis.ebut's administration, 
the nobility detenuined to set his son upon the 
vacant throne, and accordingly caused him to be 
proclaimed by the name of Kcccared the Second. 
This prince appears to have been the exact 
cqpnterpart of his excellent laihcr, lind, though 
a minor, he gave such convincing proofs of his 
prudence and amiable, dispositiun, ti.at the whole 
nation exulted in the c!iitiLi])ation of the liappincss 
which they should, in ah probability, enjoy un'ler 
his protection -, but he iiad scarcely boine the re- 
g^l title four nionths before he was att;:cked with 
a tUsease which proved fatal, aad involved ,ihe 
iingdom of the Visigoths in general regret and 
iix>urning. 

When the first emotions of sorrow * jx 
had subsided, and the nobdity began to J^. 
reflect on the impolicy ot leaving their 
Oatioii witliout a master, Suiutila, an ille^it^ 
mate son of Heccared I. was plaoed on the 
throne ; and the commencemcuc of his reigo 
was equally calculated to render iiis subjects 
happy, and hioQUj^elf respectable, He also ac- 
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quired much celebrity by the zeal and ability 
with which he repulsed an invasion of the Gas- 
cons ; and by his subsequent expulsion of the 
Imperialists he became sole monarch of Spain^ 
an honour which several of his predecessors had 
thirsted for, but none of them had ever at- 
tained. 

Suintila had no sooner gained the afTections 
of his people, and prevailed on the nobility to 
admit the association of his son, Bicimer, in the 
government, than he laid aside all his virtues, 
and assumed the behaviour of a haughty, vo- 
luptuous, and sanguinary tyrant. The nobles, 
who had raised him to the throne, were treated 
with contempt ; the lower orders were rendered 
completely wretched by numerous and exorbi- 
tant taxes ', and the most unwarrantable cruel- 
ties were exercised upon all who presumed 
to remonstrate against these arbitrary pro- 
ceedings. 

In this posture of affairs, Sisenand, governor 
of the Gothic territories in Gaul, formed the 
design of subverting his master's government, 
and presenting himself as a candidate for the 
crown. Accordingly, having procured some 
forces from Dagobert, king of France, he made j 
an irruption into Spain, and took possession of 
Saragossa, Upon the first intelligence of this 
.revolt, Suintila put himself at the head of his 
. army, and made the necessary dispositions for a 
decisive engagement : but he had the mortilica- 
tion to hear his competitor saluted king by his 
own troops, and he was consequently reduced 
to the sad necessity of consulting his personal 
safety by an ignominious flight, whilst Sisenand 
piarched in triumph to Toledo^ and teok pos- 
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vessioD of ihe throDe^ to the general satls^ctioo of 
the whole nation. 

The coauneocenQent of this reign was a t\ 
^turbed by some disputes respecting ^' ' 
the reaiuoeration which had been pro- 
mised to Dagobert, and by sume vile artifices 
of Gdlao, Suintila's brother; but the former 
were happily terminated^ and the latter, instead 
of efiecting their design, fell upon the head of the 
faithless projector, who, being stripped of his ho- 
nours and estates, passed the remainder of his life 
10 unpitied wretchedness. 

In the third year of his reign, Sisenand sum- 
moned a council at Toledo; in which, among 
various other matters, it was enacted, that Suin- 
tila and his children should be incapable of 
any public office, and that all their goods and 
estates should be confiscated, excepting such as 
bis majesty should, in his private capacity, be- 
tiow upon them for their subsistence. The fu- 
ture acts of Sisenand are passed over in silence : 
bat it appears that he died a natural death, after 
bddiog the reins of government for rather more 
than live years. 

Chintila was next invested with the . -p. 
sovereignty ; and a council was held at ^' ^ * 
Toledo for regulating the political and 
ecclesiastical affairs of the kingdom. A royal 
edict was also promulgated, by which all the 
Jews resident in Spain were required to embrace 
the Christian faith, or immediately to quit the 
country. This edict rendered the king extremely 
popular among his catholic subjects, and in 
the sixth council of Toledo, he received the 
compliments of tiie assembly upon that subject. 
He appears to have swayed the sceptre with 
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belong to their successors j but that their private 
fortunes should descend to their children. 

From this time, the reign of Hecesuintho was 
perfectly calm 5 the clergy were entirely devoted 
to his service ; the Jews, whom he had designed 
to treat with severity, contrived to pacify him 
by an humble memorial; and the generality of 
the people rejoiced in his mild and equitable ad- 
ministration. He bad, however, an alarming 
prospect abroad; for the Saracens began to' 
commit dreadful devastations in Africa, and* 
the forces that presumed to oppose their pro- 
gress were defeated with prodigious slaughter. 
The apprehensions which Recesuintho enter- 
tained of these formidable neighbours preyed 
upon. his spirits, and threw him into a disorder 
which terminated his mortal exisstence in the 
twenty-fourth year of his reign. 
A T\ Upon the demise of this amiabfc 
J^ * prince, the Gothic nobles and prelates 
^ ' assembled in order to make choice of a 
successor : and they unanimously cast their eyes 
upon Wamba, a nobleman of known virtue and 
consummate experience. Wamba, through au 
excess* of modesty, refused the proffered dig- 
nity ; but the menaces of some and the tears of 
all who were present overcame his constancy, 
and he consented to assume the reins of govern- ' 
raent, after reminding them that his own ambi- 
tion had no share in this transaction. His be- 
haviour on this occasion seems to have endeared 
him to the populace, and the ceremony of his co- 
ronation was performed with equal joy and so- 
lemnity, in the church of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
at Toledo. 

Wamba 
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Waroba vai scarcely established on the 
throne before he was disturbed by an insurrec- 
tion o£ the Gascons and Asturians, and by the 
more alarnung revolt of count Paul, an old and 
experienced officer, who basely threw off his 
alle^ance^ and assumed the regal title in Nar- 
bonne. But the king acted with such vigi- 
lance and resolution, that the rebels were suoa 
reduced to obedience, and the usurper was, after 
an obstinate resistance, stripped of his diadem and 
paipte, and sentenced to pass the remainder of hi^ 
life in a monastery. 

On the termination of this dangerous wm*, 
Wamba made a triumphal entry into his capital, 
amidst the acolamations of a joyful multitude. 
In the centre of the troops were several wag- 
gons, containing the leaders of the rebellion f 
the soldiers were all newly clothed 3 and the king, 
with bis chief nobles, closed the procession. A 
solemn thanksgiving was then decreed for thc^ 
restoration of peace: and various salutary regula- 
tions were made both in the civil and religious af- 
fairs of the kingdom. 

Scarcely were the loud murmurs of rebellion 
bushed to silence, before the Saracens assembled 
their whole power, in order to subvert the Spa- 
nish government; but Wamba encouraged his 
subjects to make a vigorous defence, and the in- 
Taders were defeated with the loss ot' two hundred 
and seventy vessels. 

Whilst Wamba was^employed in the laudable 
discharge of his regal duties, Erviga, the sou of 
Ardabastus, formed the base desigu of tearing 
. the diadeih from his venqrable brow j and actually 
accomplished his purpose by giving 'the kin^ 
ap iutoxicating potion^ and causing him to be 

put 
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put into a mdnastic habit during the temporary 
deprivation of his reason. 

. j^ Erviga having, by a master-stroke of 
^* ' treachery, prevailed on the deposed mo* 
' narch to nominate hirti for his successor, 
was crowned at Toledo, without opposition ; 
and a council was convened in order to sanctify 
his title, and to enact some fresh canons.' His* 
nephew Egiza, was also married to the princess, 
Cixiiona, to \soothe the discontent of WambaV 
family j and such strenuous exerlions were made' 
to gain the public aitectiou, that the commence- 
ment of this reign was marked by profound 
tranquillity. However, after some lime the na- 
tion was disturbed either by an invnsion of the 
Moors, or an insurrection in the Gallic province j 
and serious apprehensions were entertained from 
the augmenting numbers and insolence of the 
Jews, to whom Erviga seems to have acted with 
extraordinary lenity. These circumstances, to- 
gether with a grievous famine, and an epidemic 
distemper, which carried off great numbers of 
people, depressed the king's spirits, and induced 
him to relinquish the crown in favour of his ne- 
phew. Accordingly, having assembled his no- 
bles and counsellors, he requested them to trans* 
fer tlieir allegiance to Egiza, and caused him- 
self to be dressed in a penitential habit, by which 
means he was rendered incapable of resuming 
the abdicated throne. Ervig-a died shortly after 
this transaction -, and his predecessor Wamba*, 

* This amiable prince died at Pampliega, full of ytan 
and glory, and was buried ia the church of that monas- 
tery ; but, by the command of Alphonso the Wise, bis 
remains were removed with those of Reces^intho, and in* 
tcrred at Toledo. 

who 
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vTio was still living, rejoiced in' the elevation of 
that person for wboiii himself had designed the 
sceptre. 

The accession of Egiza seems to have been 
approved by the geherality of the Visigoths j and 
the new king acquired a considerable degree of 
popalarity, by submitting some conscientious 
fcruples to the decision of the fifteenth council at 
Toledo, He was, indeed, exposed to injminenJt 
danger by a conspiracy of Sisebert, metropolitan 
of Toledo, by a purposed insurrection of th^ 
Jews, and by a formidable invasion of the Sara- 
cens : but the traitor was fortunately discovered^ 
and banished; the design of the Jews wa^ 
cru&ljed in embryo-, and the self- confident In- 
vaders were repulsed with prodigious loss. 

Notwithstanding these interventions of Pro- 
vidence, the malecontents ardently desired to 
sul)vert their monarch's government 5 and their 
expectations were soon revived by a rupture on 
the side of Fiance: but, as ndrhrr party gained 
any considerable advantage, hostilities were soon 
terminated; and Egiza, aftr;r iissociitting bis 
son, Witiza, in th(; regal di/nity, b»'<.athe:i his 
List in peace. He iias been described, by ini- 
partial historians, as a brA\c and vigilant prince^ 
who laboured inet-ssaiitly for the safety and hap- 
piness of his pei/ple, and who was anxious to 
raise his dominions to ilie utmost heij.jht of splen- 
dor. If, therefore, it be objected, tnat tlic luxury 
which resulted from hi"* greatness proved fatal 
to the Gothic monarchy, it must also be remem- 
bered, that he lumped his successors would have 
made a better use of an abundance which w^s 
accuniu1at';d under his prudent and lenient acf- 
loiuislration. 

Witiza 
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. P WItiza had no sooner taken full pes- 
■^* ' session of the throne^ than he passed an 

' ' act of general amnesty, recalled a great 
Dumber of exiles, canctlled all arrears that were 
due to the crown, and displayed such extraordi- 
nary clemency and munificence, as inflamed his 
subjects with the most enthusiastic joy and loy- 
alty : but, by the base insinuations of court sy- 
cophants, and by his own natural propensities, 
^e was soon drawn aside from the path of virtue, 
and he eventually became the slave of lust, in-^ 
temperance, and cruelty, insomuch that the ge« 
Deral attachment of ^is people was converted 
Into irreconciieabie hatred, and the applauses of 
the nobles were succeeded by just and bitter exe^ 
cratlons. 

The degenerated monarch was so highly in- . 
censed at the liberty with which some of his sub- 
jects remonstrated against his conduct, that he 
banished many of the prime nobility from his 
kingdom j and exercised great severity upon all 
the objects of his suspicion : but, notwithstanding 
all his precautions, the flames of discontent be- 
gan to spread through all parts of the country, 
and a civil war broke out, which served as a pre- 
lude to universal anarchy and destruction. 

During the violent contentions of Witiza, and 
of Roderic, leader of the malecontents, the 
Moorish governor of Mauritania commissioned 
Tarif Abrezara to make a descent on the penin- 
sula opposite to Africa -, and, though historians 
differ with respect to the success of this project, 
it is generally agreed to have been the first im- 
portant step which the Moors made toward the 
general conquest of a country which had long 
excited their avidity, and tempted their ambition. 

Upon 
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XJpoD the demise of Witiza, and the accession 
of bis competitor, the affairs of the Visigoths 
appear to have been in a most detracted situ- 
ation : for the manner of Witiza's death, arid 
the election or recognition of Koderic, have been 
scarcely noticed by the Spanish historians. It 
appears, however, that the commcnccnit^nt of 
Roderic's reign was rendered peculiarly unfor- 
tunate by the defection of count Julian, who had, 
on former occasions, repulsed the Moors with 
great success ; and by the intrigues of VVitiza's 
Bons, who coald not with patience submit to the 
loss of all their dignities. 

In this posture of atfairs, the Moors made a 
second descent upon Spain, under the command 
of Tarick Abdalahi, and effected a landing at 
Gibraltar. Though the Saracen general had 
only seven thousand followers in this expedition, 
he resolved to attempt the reduction of the whole 
kingdom, and caused his Hect (o be destroyed 
in order to prevent the desertion of his troops : 
but the governor of Mauiitaiiia perceived the 
necessity of reinforcing the invaders, and accord- 
ingly sent over a fresh army of twelve thousand 
men, under Tarick Ahincier, whom he entrusted 
with the chief command, and instructed to extend 
his conquests as far as might be consistent with 
prudence. 

In the summer of 7ll» the Moorish general 
took the 6eld, and, by the advice of count Julian, 
committed some dreadful cruelties upon the de^ 
fenceless inhabitants of the coast. Roderic, on 
the other hand, having laboured to heal the in- 
testine divisions of his country, and prevailed on 
the sons of Witiza to join him Svith all their 
forces against the coaunon enemy> found him- 
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self at the bt?9d of a fomiidable armjr j apd flat^ 
tered himself with the hope of compelling the 
lilofits to retire tq Africa. 5^^ Tarick Abincier 
4rew Qver a fresh reinforcement ; and acted with 
such extraordinary conduct and resolution^ that 
ihe Visigoths were defeated with prodigious 
slaughter 3 and their unfortunate king was 
pbliged to take refuge iii a monastery, where he 
<4ied shortly aft^r, either of his wounds, or of 
gnef for tlie Joss of his dominions. 

After this decisive battle^ whjch was fought 
in a plain near Xeres de la Frontera, on th^ 
banks of the Guadalete, the Moorish general 
led his victorious forces against the cities of 
Seville and Cordov? j committed the most hor- 
rid outrages upon the intiabitatit^, without dis- 
tinctiou of gge or sex j and invited the governor 
of Matiritania to come oyer, in person, and com- 
plete the reduction of the country. Hereupon 
Muza landed at. Gibraltar with a prodigious 
number of fresh troops } and an arrangement 
was made, by ^bich Abdalasiz, Muza's son, 
■was appointed to conquer all the proyinces 
lying on the Mediterranean 3 another general 
was ordered to march into those parts which 
bordered on the ocean; and Muza himself, with 
.his lieutenant Tarick, undertook the conquest of' 
the midland countks. This plan was imme- 
diately carried into execution > and though tlib 
inhiibitauts of the resi>ective provinces and cities 
defended themselves wjib extraordinary gallan- 
try, the infidels soon triumphed in every part, 
and Spain was effectually subjugated to their 
authority. The i;ihabitanis of Aragon, Na- 
varre, and Catalonia chose for the most part to 
x«tire intQ France 5 and the poor remains of the 
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Vfaigiotbs were obliged to take refuge among 
tbe mcNUitains of Burgos, Bisicay, and Asturias; 
Irom the veogcauce of their implacable enemies. 



CHAP. II. 

#Wwii the Balverston of the Gothic Monarchy, to 
the Vhum of all the Spanish Kingdoms, except, 
Portugal, under Ferdinand and IsaleUa» 

ON the first cessation of hostilities, M uza waa 
ordered to attend the oeliph, Walidi at Da« 
maacus ; and the government of Spain was left 
to Abdalazlz, who undertook tqmake a survey 
of the whole kingdom, that the administration 
^justice might be regulated, the collection of 
the revenues facilitated, and the value of th« 
Moorish cbnqnest be ascertained. Accordinglv^ 
he made himself perfectly acquainted with the 
ceneral state of affairs } and be is reported to 
have behaved with great kindness and affability 
Id the inhabitants. The dilapidated cities were, 
by his order, cleansed and repaired ; new for* 
tresses were erected in various parts ; and mea« 
tores were taken for the restoration of a free in- 
fercodrse between the several provinces.' 

* Abdalaziz fixed the seat of his government at 
Seville, and espoused Egilona, the widow of king 
Roderic, whom he caused to be treated with all 
the marlcs of duty and submission that were due 
to her former dignity : but, on his attempting, 
privately, to throw off bis allegiance to the ca« 
liph, he was assassinated by some of bis own offi* 
cers ; and Aynd, a man of known courage and 

• ^ Vol. XV. O cxpcri- 
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ta^^peneacCi was {>laced at the bead of affair^ 
^\h further orders should- be received frem. Da^i 
maacus;- 

After Ayud had held the reins of government 
for a few months, lie wi^. ordered to resign them 
into die bands of Alahor, who appears to have 
acted with great justice both toward his royal 
employer and the people. Having perceived 
that many errorsand abuses had beei? committed 
yuder his predecessors, ^'he assembled his princi- 
pd officers f upbraided. them with their oppres- 
sions; and compelled them to make restitutiou 
to all the Christians whom,. in their vincurbed 

Jlenitude of power> they hadwaptonly pi^aged. 
le then ordered a general revie;w of the army | 
and resolved upon reducing all the territories 
yhich the Goths bad recenUy? possessed vi 
France^ Ajcciurdingly, he^nade an irruption intQ 
that coiiutry. with th^ flower of his, troops,, and 
struck suchv terror into the inhabitants, that the 
pities of £hia»- C^rcassone, Ayde, Bezers, Nar- 
bpnjie, and Nimes, successively opened their gat^s, 
^nd the whole province .was. reduced in ihe space 
of a few,\\'eeks.: but whilst the Mpori^ g^ver*- 
nor triumphed in the success* of. this expedition^ 
and permitted his victorious troops .U) g<» into 
winter quarters, a circumstance trausjMi;-^, iu 
the Asturiat, which threatened to arrest /the pro« 
gress of the infidels, and to rouse die SpaDisb na- 
tion from their inactivity. . . 
'.A jv Don Pelagio, or Pelayo, a prince of the 
Vl8 * ''oysl blood, had remained in^be moun* 
' ' tainous parts of the country for about six 
years, without making any attempt against the 
destroyers of bis nation ;but, at the expiration of 
that tune^ . thecompanioos of his misfortunes. In- 

veited 



' vested him with the regal title ;* and \hertbj Ind 
"- the foundation of a new govevnraenl. in the pro- 
vince of Liebana, which, from its natnra) fortifl- 
•• cations, seemed' to bid defiance to invasion,- and 
' enabled its inhnbitants to take snch steps as ap- 
peared most likeljr to accomplish their important 
designi 

Upon the first intimation of Pela^to's elee« 

-tion,-.and thf. consequent revival of tt^ Gothic 

'kingdom, Alnhor sent a powerful army, ooder 

"the command of Alchaman,*to ^rush the new sd« 

^vereign and his adherents : but Felagio distribal* 

*ed' his troops with- suchextraordinaif judgment^ 

and exhfirted lhen> so earnestly to retrieve the 

' : honour of their fallen country, that the SaraoeHs 

were repulsed, and evcntunlly defeated with pro* 

.' digious slaughter. . An axnbuscade t)eing pbctd 

* oti both sides of the va'.ttry, many of the MaboiM- 

' tans were cut off in their retreat^ ^nd their leadelr, 

' Alchaman, was sacrificed to the vcnceance of the 

- Christians. Tlie remains of the Moorish firmy 

■ retired with precipitation toward the river Deva^ 

" • which tl)ey designed to have consted ; but by tfte 

andden fall of a hanging precipice, thc^y were in* 

volvcd in the general destruction oif their nnbappy 

comrades. 

Muza. bdng apprised of this disaster, resolved 

* ' to march at the head of his best troops, and take 

possession of some more important post than he 

• now occupied ; but, previously to the execution 
of this design, he was attacked by Don Pelagio, 
and routed with a dreadful loss. By this vic« 
lory, Pelagio clf'ared the Asturlas from all Lis 

• enemies, except such as he reduced to a state of 
slavery, and established a reputation wbieh 

' proved of more essentia? service to his inter««sta 
^ .. 02 than 
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than ekber tbe number or tbe exertions «f his 
forcea. He did not, however, become indolent 
or arrogant in consequence of his successes, but 
employed the leisure which they afforded biro, 
in repairing and rebuilding bis towns, founding 
:iiew churches^ and encouraging his subjects to 
preserve that spirit of heroism which, under 
Divine Providence, had enabled them to resist 
their formidable enemies. He also procured his 
•aoD^ FaWla^ to be associated with him in the go- 
vernment; andtopk such prudent measures for 
.the restoration of the ancitnt constitution in ail 
its branchea, that great nambers of Christians re* 
• thred from the Moorish provinces in order to 
place themselves under his protection. Having 
.effected these, great designs, and bestowed tbe 
band of his daughter, Ormisinda, od Don Ai« 
pbonso, a nobleman of great merit and accom- 
plishments, Felagio died, in the nineteenth year 
of his reign, and was buried in the church of Santa 
- Olalla de Velena, which is said to have been of 
bis own foundation. The memory of this prince - 
has been immortalized by his valour and virtue, 
and his reputation will remain, at least, as long 
as the monarchy which has arisen from his patri- 
otic and well-timed exertions. 

. Of Don Favila^ Pelagio*s son and successor^ we 
have no authentic account, except that he was 
killed by a bear after a short reign, and that his 
remains were interred in the church of Santa 
Cruz^ in the territory of Cangas. 
. ^ Upon the demise of this prince, the 

• • crown was conferred upon Don Alphonso, 

' or Alonso, the son-in-law of Felagio, who, 

in Gonyunction with his brother Froila, fell upon 

. the northern towns of Galicia> and recovered the 

greatest 
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Vmeay, and nunfbered among bis favourite conn- 
ioOort. The ill grounded aversion that had 
been conceived against this youth now began to 
aabtide; and he acquired such great fame by his 
jcooduct in an expedition against the king of Cor- 
dovBr that Bermuda resolved to resign the seep- 
.ire iolD his hands, and the nobles transferred 
tbdr allegiance to him with the utmost cheerful- 



• Shortly after tlie election of Alphonso ^ -p. 
IL wboy from the purity of his lii^e, was ^* * 
aamamed.fil Casto, or '' the Chaste/' ^^'* 
the Spanish court was removed to Oviedo, and 
many excellent regulations were made in the 
sovenunent. In the third year of this reign^ 
Issem, king of Cordova, ordered one of his ge- 
Jierals to make an irruption into Alphonso's terri- 
tories } but the invaders were defeated with con- 
aiderable loss ; and the successor of Issem re- 
ceived some powerful shocks from the Spanish 
'inonarch. In the year 801 » Alphonso seems to 
have been deposed by a party of roalecontenti^ 
and thrust into a monastery $ but the generality 
of his subjects rising in his behalf, he was set at 
liberty, and conducted, with all possible magniti- 
cence, to Ovicdo, where he continued to sway 
the sceptre with equal justice and reputation, till 
bis enemies were fully convinced of his irresisti- 
ble prowess, and his dominions were considerably 
improved. He tlien convened an assembly of 
the states, and, with their ro!).scnt, resigned the 
administration into the hands of his cousin Don 
JRaroiro. He pns.sed the remainder of his days 
in tranquil retirement, and expired, at the ve- 
nerable age of bcventy-seven, amidst universal 
lamentations. 

Don 
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A u Don Ramifo was compelled totregid 
' ' ^'^ reign with some 'necessary acts 61^ »e- 
* verity j for a rebellion was raised against 
his person and auihot'ity by one count Nepotiani 
the roads and villages'were infested with rnbbers 
and pretended sorcerers ; and the Normans, hay- 
ing made a descent at Corunna, threatened his 
dominions 'wi^h the heaviest calamities. How- 
ever, his domestic enemies received the due re- 
ward of their atrocities,' and the invaders were 
repulsed 'with such dreadful slaughter, that they 
never thought it advisable* t6^renew " their at- 
tempt. An ifruption of the Moots, under Ab- 
'delrahnian II. was alSo rendered abortive by the 
'king^s conduct and bravery; and his son. Or- 
'dogno, acquired '^such celebrity ort thii occiLsion, 
that he was tnimediately admitted to d parti- 
'oipation of the administration, and assuR'd of 
sticceieding, . on his father's death, to the sole 
'possession of the throne. 

Notwithstanding the frustration of bis former 
attempt,' Abdelrahman ltd afresh army toward 
Leon, about the year 849 > ^^^^ ^^ was again re^ 
pulsed with prodigious loss ; and- the reputatioa 
of his opponent, received fresh lustre. Ramiro» 
. being now' advanrrd in yearrf, and^iatigued with 
the affairs of state, devoted the chief of his time 
to works of piety and chanty, and by those means 
conciliate.! the; atlections of the clerg^v, nobility, 
and people. He died on the fiist ot February, 
85G, after a glorious reign ^of seven year* ; and 
his obsequies were performed with becoming 
solemnity, in the church' of Santa Maria at 
Ovii;do. 

The commencencieDt of Ordpgno's relgli was 

marked 
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marked by a revolt of che Gascons in the pro- 
vince, of Alava, aod by the slaughter of eight 
thousand men, wlio had been kent from Oviedo 
against l^ahamut, king of Cordova : but the re« 
bel$ were ouickly reduced to obedience, and, 
Qotwitlistanaing the loss of the aforementioned 
Uoqps, the Spanish monarch rendered himseljf 
formidable to the Moors upon several ^bse- 
quent occasions.' He also reduced the cities of 
Cqnfi and Salamanca y fortiiied the most im- 
portant places in his own dominions ; and even 
raised a maritime force/ \^'hich had never b^eii 
littempted by aiiy^ of his predecessors. Having 
persua'dedt th^ nobility to remunerate the gal- 
l^nti^.of bis son,; Aipnbnso, ' with a share of the 
governnie^nt ;. aiid having made the best ar- 
jrangements for the sa(6xy and honour of his 
P^pJc 9 pfdogno subniitted to the mortal condi- 
tionjj after an active reign of sixteen years: and 
Was buried in (lie royal sepulchre of his cipital. 

^phbiMip III. afterwards surnamed the . ri 
Great, had scarcely ascended the vacant ',^ * 
ifirone before he was driven into Castile 
by th^ approach of Don Froila with a numerous 
h^y gf iorces. However, the usurper was soon 
.takq{\ off by assassination j' and the royal fugi- 
tive .wiaa welcomed, on his return to Oviedo, w^th 
iuilversal acclamations. Ffaviil^ thus regained 
^bg, scepjUre, he put his dominions into an ex- 
iDejient ^state of defence; supipres'Sed a dangerous 
rpvo^ in the province of A lava ; and gained a 
jdccisiyc victory over an army of Moors whom 
Mahamut, king of Cordova^ had ordered to in* 
yade his territories. 

.. Shortly after this event, Alphonso married the 
ce}i:brated princess Ximcue of Navarrt, and en- 
tered 
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tered into a Jeaguc ofFemive and defensire 
against the Saracens : in consequence of which 
hie/ in the following campaign, paFf;ed the Dnrb^ 
and continued his progress to Coimbra, which he 
soon reduced and dismantled. From this expe- 
dition the Spanish troops returned laden with 
plunder; and their victorious monarchy af^er 
granting a truce to Maliamut, applied himself to 
the restoration and re-peopling of several cities in 
auch parts of bis domitiions as were most exposed 
to the ravages of the enemy. 

As soon as the truce was expired, Mahamat 
renewed hostilities, and asseknbled a very power* 
ful array under the command of a brave and 
experienced officer. Victory, however, still ad* 
hered to the Christian banners $ and, aAer several 
sanguinary battles, a fresh truce was negotiated 
at the earnest solicitation of the infidels. UpoQ 
his return from this campaign, Alphonso caused 
a golden cross to be erected in the cathedral at 
Oviedo, as a monument of his repeated successes | 
and, about the same time, gave directions for 
the fortification and embellishment of his capi- 
tal. Upon the recommencement of hostilities, 
ihe king of Leon passed the river Tagus ; de« 
stroyed a numerous army of Saracens ; and ra* 
vaged the territories of Mahamut with fire and 
sword. The Moorish prinee, Alroundar, on the 
other hand, m^de an mcursion into the Spanish 
dominions ) but he was soon repulsed with con* 
siderable loss, and a third truce was concluded, 
fur six years, upon terms equally honourable and 
advantageous to Alphonso. 
A p. About this time a new Christian prin« 
884 ' ^^P^^^^y arose in Spain, viz. that of Cas« 
Ule^ wl)icb 18 now divided into the pro^ 

vinceii 
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vineni of Of d tod ticw Casti|e. It was divided 
fnmthe kingdom of Leon on one side by some 
fittle rWers i on the other it was bohnded by Bis- 
mr» Rin)a» and the Asturias, and had the moan- 
tains of Arila and Segovia on ihe south : thus 
Ijtng between tlie Christian srate of Leon and the 
Moorisb kingdom of Cordova. It remained un- 
der its owt) princes for about five hundred years -, 
hat at the expiration ot that time it was an* 
tiexed to the crown of L«ou^ as will appear in 
the sequel. 

f JBiit to resnme the thread of our history* Al- 

|ibottsa, being now advanced in years, expressed 

: a wish to spend the remainder of his life ii) im* 
ppoviog his dominions, and augmenting the hap« 
pnessof his subjects : but the affection which he 
BMM M fested toward the common people, gave 
great umbrage to the nobility, and occasioned 
tome formidable rebdiions; these, however, 
were happily crushed; and a fresh irruption of 
the Moors added fre^h laurels to his venerable 
brow. 

Whilst the king was expressing bis * j^ 
gratitude, by various acts of piety, for ' * 
las repeated successes, he was sensibly *^ 
wounded bv the baseness of his own son, Gar- 
cias, who nad formed the design of deposing 
him, and seating himself upon the throne. Up- 
on the 4rst intimation of this vile intention, 
Al[fbooso seized the unnatural traitor, and 
threw him into confinemfnt; hut, as this step 
csciied loud murmurs among the populace, and 
as the discontent of the queen, the prince Or- 
dogno* and the father-in-law of the prisoner, 
tbre:itencd the most fatal consequences to the 
Male, i^ summoned a general assei&t>lf of his 
Vol.. XV. P noblcf 
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uadertaVen in behalf of tbe king of Navarre, to 
espoused a lady named Argonta, who was de* 
scended from one of the most illustrtous families 
it Galicia $ but, at tbe instigatioo of some, vile 
calumniator, be repudiated iter; in consequence 
of which, dbe devoted the remainder of her 4iaj9 
to religious solitude. About the ^mettme» the 
king, having conceived some suspicion ai tho 
counts of Castile, caused them to be imprisooed 
and put to death : but, as histories dinet nu<^ 
terially in their assertions upon this subject, it is 
sot easy to determine whether the sutferers woe 
really guilty of the crimes laid to their charge. 

At the request of the king of Navarre, Don 
Ordogno opened a fresh campaign. In 923>agaioct 
the Moors, and recovered several importaot 
places from that ambitious and enterprising peo* 
pie. He then married a princess of Navarre, and 
returned in. triumph to his own dominions : but 
his nupt^ials were soon followed by his death, atid 
the throne became vacant after it had been occo* 
pied by this prince for rather more than seventeen 
years. 

. -. Don Ordogno left two sons, by lii« 
' fW4* ^^^^ queen 5 but as their tender j'eais 

•^ ' precluded them from claiming ttie go- 
vernment, their uncle, Don Froila, presented 
himself as a candidate, and was cheerfully ac- 
cepted by the assembled nobles. He omo- 
meuccd bis reign with violent and sauguinaij 
measures $ driving the eldest of bis nepliews 
into exile, and causing th(e sons, of a Siianisb 
grandee to be put to death, because (hey hatd 
disapproved his electioa. However, his tyraaojr 
was terminated by a fatal distemper, after be 
bad borne the regal title £(X tbirtpen months; 

and 
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'wl Aiphoiwo IV. the son of Ordogno, was pro- 
icbamea king amtdst univefsal acclamations. 

This prince bad no sooner assumed the reins 
of government, than he recalled the bishop of 
XjsoD} and gave many convincing proofs of equity 
snd pioderation : but he seems to have had a 
•IroDg predilection for the repose of a private 
litei and, on the demise of his beloved queen 
'Urraca^ he made a voluntary resignation of the 
trowD, and prevailed on the nobles to transfer 
their allegiance to his brother Ramiro, who had 
beeOt for some time, stationed on the frontiers of 
Portugal. 

Ramiro II. had scarcely assumed the ^ yt 
-fiuignia of royalty, and led out an army * * 
^ repress an irruption of the Moors, be- ^ ** 
fcsre be received intelligence that liis brother had 
cluinged his mind, and resumed the supreme au- 
thority at Leon. Hereupon he led his forces back 
to the capital, and invested it so closely that the 
inhabitants wece soon reduced to extremities, and 
A]phonso was eventually compelled to throw 
himself on the new monarches clemency. 

During the siege of Leon, a formidable rebel- 
lion had broken out in the Asturias, under the 
sons of king Froila: but on the approach of 
Hamiro the insurgents laid down their arms, and 
obtained a pardon by delivering up the young 
princes, who were immediately deprived of their 
siglit, and sentenced to pass the remainder of 
their days in confinement. 

As soon as Ramiro had re-established ^ j^ 
HiM tranquillity of his dominions, he re- ' ' 
newcd his Attack upon the Moors \ took ^ * 
the city of Madrid by assault; insulted the gar- 
Dson of Toledo > and retarooi jin triumph with 

P'd amul- 
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a mnhitude of slaves and a prodigitods quantity 
of wealth. At his return, he caused the funeral 
obsi^quies of hJs brother to be celebrated with 

S'^troagnificehce; aiid soon afterwards acquired 
esh'ciBlebrilj by the defeat of a Moorish army 
"which had attempted to ravage his terriloric». 
He also oWiged the prince of Aragon to become 
bis feudatorjr • and formed a powerful alliance 
Vith the king of Navarre^ by espousing bis sister 
Donna Theresa. ^ 

Aben Ahaya, prince of- Arngon, seems to 
have had no other object than his own safety in 
view, when he consented to become a vassal to 
JRamiro j for he took the earliest opportunity of 
acquainting the king of Cordova^ with the trans- 
.action, and of imploring him Jo raise a formic 
dable army against the Cliristians. Hereupon 
Abdelrahman made a powerful irruption into 
the territories of Ltpn, and drew over reinforce- 
ments from Africa till his army was augmented 
to the ntiml)er of one hundred and fifty thousand 
^eiT, with whom he reduced all the country be- 
j'ond the Duro : but while the infidels wdrc con- 
gratulating themselves upon this great success, 
paniiro marched out against them, and gained 
^ .decisive victory, in the plains of Sipancas. 
'jThe enemy, though Walrened by the loss of 
irigiity thousand mep, det/crmined to make a 
ftesh effort to retrieve th«r reputation : but their 
topes were blasted, and the king of Leon re- 
lurped in triupiph to his capital, where he caused 
the traitor A^bcn Ahaya jto be thrown into prison ; 
|ind formed a plan fpr extending his dominions to 
|hat chain of mojantains which divides the two 
dpastiles. 

A^er inflicting a temporary chaitizement upon 

^oie 
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rebellious 'noblemen, and devoting a con- 
lidereble space of time to the reparation and 
cmbelUfthnoent of his principal towns, Kamiro 
madie a fresh irruption into the Moorish terri- 
tories;' gained a decisive victory ovef a nume- 
*fD«is armj which had been ordered to stop Ills 
^egress; and returned to Leon with a prodigious 
ficqoisifion of wealth. However, he did not 
long enjoy the fruits of his success j for be wns 
'Btiicd, on his return, with an indis{K)sition which 
induced him to resign bis crown, and which 
'•oon put a period to* his life, alter be had held 
the government for about nineteen years and 
'three months. 

Ordogno III. was permitted to ascend ^ j^ 
'tis father's throne; and his subsequent ' * 
actions justified the high opinion which ^^ ' 
tmost of the nobles had entertained of his ahili- 

• •ica. The commencement of his reign was dis- 
turbed by some attempts of his brother Sanchez, 
who insisted upon receiving sortie hluirc of the 
fegal dignity ; and even prevailed on ilie king of 

- Navarre to enforce this demand at the head ot :mi 
•army; but the design was b|^f!led by Ordogno's 

prudence ; and the invaders retired without con)- 

milting any hostilities. 

The confederates had no sooner withdrawn 

their troops than an insurrection broke out in 
' Galicia, and the king found himself obliged to 
' repair thitlier in person. On his appt arance, - 

however, and promises of clemency, the njaie- 

• iconleots -returned to their allegiance, and march- 
ed, jmder thejr sovereign's command, into the 
territories of the Saracens, where they acquired 
much wealth and reputation. An unfortunate 
itfi^^roen>ent betwtsco thp Juflg and count Fer^ 

dioaud 
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A D Bermiidohad nb sooner assntned the 
' • insignia of rbyaff)', than be deferlnifaeU 
^ * to exert all bis autboriiy in refcwbiidg 
tbe nianhcrs of the peofie, which had degeno* 
rakd exceedingly, and in enforcing the precepts 
and ditcipline of the church ; but whilst he Wai 
occu] ied with this design/ the "Moors made a 'sbd* 
den irruption into bis dominions, and made thein- 
^lve$ tpasters of the important city of Simencas* 
the inhabitants of whicl} were either murdered 
or i;cduced to slavery. Shortly after this dccur- 
rence/ the city of Zamora fell into the hands of 
the infidels ; and Mohammed Alman^or, prime 
minister to the king of Cordova^ put himself at 
the hefid of a formidable army, in order to pene* 
trate into the interior of Bermudo*s kingdom* 
Hereupon Berqiudo prepared for battle, and his 
troops apquitted themselves with such gallantry, 
near the banks of the Ezla, t!iat, thoogh they were» 
overpowered by numbers, the eneriiy was inca- 
pacitated from pursui!)g their advantages till the 
next campaign. * However, Aiman9or swore that 
he would soon take ample vetigeance upon the 
^ity of Leon; arid Bermddd was so well Convinced 
of his enemy*s superior prowess, ttiat he ordeivd 
all his treasures to be removtfd ;' caused the bodies 
of the kings, his predecessors, to be transported 
to the Astnrias, and retired thither in person, 
vith most of his prelates and nobility. 

Barly in the ensuing spring, Alman^or led a 
numerous army against Leon, which he- citrried 
by assault, and demolished sp completely, that, 
with the exception of a single tower, t* ene did 
not femain one of its edilices or fortilicatidiis. 
The victor then mareiied to Astoiga, whidi 

S001l> 
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80oi> capitulated ', and fr^n^ thence he directed 
iiis course. tp the Asturias : but here he met wifH 
so vigoruus 3' rcpuise> that he' thought proper to 
return to Cordova. 

Ne&t year the Saracen general made hlnself 
master of several importa;it towns in Portugal ^. 
coauDitted some outrages in Gallcia; an<i de-^ 
9troyed the city of CoqapostiHa: but his proi^ress 
"Was suddenly impeded by a disorder which broke 
out among his troops ; and Bermudo, being ap« 

Cisedof.thiscircumstaocey harassed hitu cxcced- 
gly in his reirfat.. 

Exasperated at .the dishoT|ourable conclusion of 
this canipai'i;n, Almanr.or uttered many drcaJful 
imprecations against the Christians, and sent for a 
.powerful reinforccm'^nt of troops from Africa, in 
order to complete the ruin ot Galicia : bat Ber- 
mudoy having obtained the assistance of the Cas* 
tilians and the king of Navarre, prepared to m ke 
a gallant resistance ; and a battle was fouj^ht near 
Obnia. in which the infidels were defeated with 
the loss of a hundred thooKand men, besides their 
camp and bag^^age. Alman-or escaped alive 
^om the engageiiient, but he soon occasioned his 
own death by an obstinate abstinence from food ; 
and the Christian contVdcrates retired to their re-«- 
spective countries iu triumph. 

Shortly after thi> great event, Don Bermudo 
died, in the sevent cnth year of his reign, and 
was buried at a place called Valbuena in Galicia. 
His Son Alphonso was elected to till the vacant 
throne, and the regency was placed in the bands 
ot the queen dowager. 

I'bere have been few instances of a regency 
better conducted than tiiat which subsisted during 
tlie minority of Alphonsu V«^ for tke attempts 

2)f 
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. J. of the Moors were happily frustrated j' 
1014 peace and decoram were preserved in 
• the interior of the kingdom^ and the 
prince himself received sa^ an excellent educa- 
tion, that he became one of the best and wisest 
characters that had ever graced- the throne of 
Leon and Oviedo. Upon his assuming the reins 
of government, he espoused the daughter of hiir 
tutor, Melendo Gron^alez; and obtained a con« 
aiderable degree of popularity by rebuilding the 
towns that had been destroyed, and re-peopHog 
the tracts of country which had been abandoned 
in the preceding reign. By his solicitations the 
nobility were persuaded to re-edify the ruined 
capital; and he enjoyed the satisfaction of con- 
vening the first assembly of states after it bad- 
resumed something of its pristine splendor. He, 
also, caused the city of Zamora to be tlioroughly 
repaired and fortined, and undertook an expedi* 
tion against the infidels : but, having imprudently 
exposed himself at the siege of a place called 
Viseo, he was mortally wounded, by an arrow, in 
the twenty-eighth year of his. reign, and the 
thirty-fourth of his age. His remains were in- 
terred at I^on, iamidst the universal lamentations * 
of his subjects, by whom he had been equally 
beloved and admired on account of his piety, 
courage, and munificence. 

J. Y% Bermudo III. son of the deceased 
102" nsonarch, was unanimously elected king ; 
^' and the regency, during his minority, 
was vested in the queen dowager and some of 
the principal nobles. These persons exerted 
themselves successfully to restore the tran* 
qnillity of the kingdom; the sedateness and 
opsning abilities 9f the yoong monarch gave 

notpeak- 
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unnpeakable pleasolte to tbe courtiers ; and the 

generality of the people were delighted with 

proposals of a marriage between tbe young count 

of Castile and tbe infanta Donna Sancba, as such 

an union seemed to promise great advantages ta 

all the Spanish Christians" in general, and to tbot 

kingdom of Leon in particular: the intended 

bridegroom, however, was sud<irnly assassinated^ 

sod tbe general rejoicings were consequently 

turned into lamentation. 

Don Bermudo bad no sooner assumed the ma- 
nagement of his own affairs, than he resolved 
to form an alliance with Don innchez> who had 
rendered himself extremely powerful by annex- 
ing tbe county of Castile and several important 
provinces to his hereditary kingdom. of Navarre. 
Accordingly, be demanded tlie daughter of that 
monarch in marriage $ and the nuptials were 
solemnized* toward tbe close of the year, with 
extraordinary magnificence. Some commotions 
appear to have broken out, about this time, in 
Galicia ; but Bermudo marched thither with such 
ceter>y, and approved himself so able a comman« 
drr, that the insurgents laid down their arms, and 
their leaders eluded tbe royal vengeance by a pre?* 
ci]ntate retreat. 

The friendship which had; for some time,, 
subsisted beh^'cen tke kings of J^eon and Na-^ 
varre, was at length intermpted bv a claiit> 
vhiph tbe latter made upon tl)e city of Pa- 
lentia; aod this dispute rose to such a height^ 
that each party bad recourse to hostilities, and 
Snncbc^, aAer reducing all the country betweeik 
tbe rivers Cea and Puiserga, determined to 
bring bis opponent to a decisive battle. This 
design, however, wat gverruled' by lome pro«i 
VoImXV. Q lately 
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lates ; and a peace wa^, at length, negotiated, bj 
which Bermudo ceded the recent conquests, as 
the portion of his sister, Donua $ai)cha, and the 
king of Navarre gave Castile to his second soq 
Ferdinand, .who, - upon espousing the infanta, 
shoujd assume, the title of king* The marriage 
was accordingly celebiated,. with all imaginable 
splendor ; and the people of Navarre, Castile, and 
Leon, were equally pleased with a conjunction of 
interests which seemed, to promise them ampl^ 
security • against, the future attacks of the id- 
fidels. 

Notwithstanding the magnificence, which Ber« 
mudo had displayed at. his ^ster> wedding, it is 
evident that he had concluded a peace with great 
reluctance : for, on the first intimation of Don 
Sanchez's death, he besieged and took the city of 
Palentla, and made formidable preparations for 
recovering the whole district which he had ceded 
to his late brother-in-law. However, his ambitioa 
terminated in his destruction , for. Don Ferdinand, 
assisted by his brother Garcias, .assembled a body 
of troops to arrest his progress ; and the , roy^l 
invader was mortally wounded in an engagement 
which took place in the neighbourhood, ^ of 
Carrion. 

Bermudo^s army were no sopner acquainted 
with this fatal event, than they were overwhelm- 
ed with confusion, and would certainly have 
been cut to pieces by the opposite party, if Fer- 
dinand had not interposed, and with great per- 
sonal danger, appeased the fury of his troops. 
This, however, he effected; and caused the body 
of the fallen king to be sent back to Leon, 
that it might be interred with due solemnity. By 
tboie means th»< victor conciliated the esteem 

of 



SPAIN. 171 

of the people ; and disposed' the nobilky to ac- 
knowledge him for their lawful sovereign. Ac- 
cordingly, he made his pnblic entry into Leon, 
and the cercn>ony of his coronation was per- 
formed in the cathedral on the 22d of June, 1037. 
The Grfllieians, indeed, rose in arms, under pre- 
tence of maintaining their ancient liberties -, but 
ihese wttc soon reduced to obedience ; and the 
generality of the nation acquiesced in a revolution 
by which the kingdom of Leon and Oviedo was 
nnitcd" with that of Castile. 
\ Yk Ferdinand, having taken possession of the 
1037 *^^"® ^ Leon, determined to obviate all 
' '- tlie prejudices and unfavoarabtle preposses- 
sions of his new subjects, by an uniform aJherence 
to the precepts of ju^tic^. and an assiduous ap« 
l^kration to the discharge of his public dnties; 
Accordingly, he visited all the provinces and ca-j 
jMtal towns J enliargcd the privileges of the Gali-i 
Ciatis ; frequently expatiated on the rights of the 
qaeeo j evinced the most profound respect for thp 
clergy and nobility 5 and prosecuted hispredeces* 
aor's plan "of redressing grievances with indefeti- 
gdble diligence;, 

Having devoted several years to the refqr- 
Ination of his people add the improvement of 
his new territories, he, at length, resolved t6 
tnake war upon tlie Saracens ; and his arms 
were cro\i^ncd with spch brilliant success that, 
in the space of four campaigns, he reduced the 
fortress of Xena, and the, cities of Viseo and 
Coimbra ; swept the frontiers of Castile} ravaged 
all the country about Medina Coeii; and en- 
riched his troops with a prodigious quantity 
ofslaves and plunder. He also invaded the do- 
^ninions of the Moorish king of Toledo ', and 

Q 2 threatened 
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threatened to lead his victorious troops against 
the kinr of Saragossa: but both tbt^se princes 
eluded his vengeance by oOtring to become his 
feudatories* and to pay to hiro an annual tribute. 
. jy Soon after the close of this cxpediiion, 
lOBA. ^" Ferdinand paid a visit to his bro- 
^^ ther, the king of Navarre, who had been 
idzed with a dangerous . indisposition on the 
frontiers of Castile; but upon receiving pri- 
▼ate information that Don Garcias intended to 
secure his person, he took an hasty leave, and 
returned to his own dominions. Abcnit two years 
•fler this occurrence Ferdinand was afflicted 
^ith a dt of illness^ and his brother came to 
aee him at Leon $ but the king caused him to 
be arrested, shortly after his arrival, and sent 
i»risoner to the castle of Cea. However, the 
royal captive found means to escape, and began 
to levy forces for the invasion of Casiile before 
bis brother had conceived the idea of such an at* 
tempt. Ferdinand clearly foresaw the mischief 
that would in all probability foUow this accident, 
and, in order to prevent an unnecessary ef- 
fusion of blood, he sent to offer terms of ac* 
commodation: but these were rejected with 
indignation, and an engagement took place 
between Ages and Atuperta, which terminated in 
the death of Don Garcias, and the dc^struclion 
of all his Mahometan auxiliaries. The other troops 
were spared by command of the victor j and 
Garcias* body was interred, with suitable honours, 
at Ndjara. 

Having rebuilt the church of St. John the 
Baptist at Leon, and compelled the Saracen 
prince of Seville to send him the body of St. 
Isidore to be deposited therein^ Ferdinand con- 
vened 
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▼etied an astemblj of the states, and proposed 
a dtvt&ioD of b» domintoos among bis three sons, 
Sanohoj Aipbonso, and Garciasi the eldest of 
whom was (g enjoy the sovereignty of Castile ; 
the second to raberit the kingdom of Leoa and 
Oviedo; and the youngest to take possessioa 
of Galicia, with the recent conquests m Porta«- 
gal. This de«gn was approved^ by a majoritjr 
of the nobles ; and the princes, Sancho and Gar-* 
^s, were immediately permitted to assume their 
respective governments in Galicia and Castile. 

llie Moorish kings of Toledo and Saragossa 
resolved to take advantage of a division which 
they considered as the result of mental imbe-* 
cility, and, accordiingly, refused to pay their 
annual tribute. But they were soon convinced 
q£ their error in forming such a hasty resolution ; 
for Don Ferdinand assembled a formidable army^ 
and immeiliately swept the frontiers of both 
kingdoms with hre and sword. He even led his 
victorious troops to Valentia, and set fire to the 
suburbs of that important city; but a violent 
indisposition obliged him to close the campaign 
and to return to Leon, where he expired on the 
27 ih of September, 1065, after a glorious 4^gft 
of twenty-eight years. Besides his three sons, 
before mentioned, he left two daughters, -Don- 
na Urraca and Donna £lvira, to whom be left 
some particular cities and lands, that they might 
be enabled to live in a manner suitable to their 
dignhy, without being dependant upon their bro« 
tbers. 

Don Sancho regarded the decision of his fa« 
ther as extremely arbitrary and unjust, firom aa 
opinion that priority of birtb gave bioi a just 
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titl6 to all' the tlii^ kfH^doms j ana, opcm the 
4e)Btb of his' mother, he led a -numeroas arhiy 
into the territories of bis brother Alphonso, Inrith 
an intention to.reco^ei* the ,crotrn of Leon and 
^ieda Thlsd^ign was wst aside, for the pre- 
sent, by the inteij)&ltion of tlfe two princesses ^ 
bnt in the 1R>il6wing sprifig, Sancho renewed 
Ks incursion, and' a sanguinary battle ensued, 
"Which terminated in the'-4efeat and sabsecjuent 
deposition of Alphonso, who was Compelled to 
assume the monastic habit, ao.d to retire to the 
Abey of Sahagon. The eoiiquerop then took 
j^session of tbie vacant throne ; /and soon af- 
ter^yards, p($netrated ipto' Oalicilf; whence his 
younger brother retired to the court of the ^ing 
©f Sevilte. Howfevcf, Sancbo'^did not long eoT 
joy the fruits of his success j jfor he was soon 
alarmed by tbetinexpected cscajpfe of Aipbonso, 
and his life waT eventually tc^Miiiated by assas- 
sination, whilst be was eroplo}l!d at the siege of 
d city which he desired to ^rest froii\ his sister 
Urraca. 

A j^ Don Alphonso had no sooner received 
- ' ' intelligence of his brother's fate, than he 
^ ' took leave of his Moorish protector*,. 
and repaired to Zamora^ >vbere he received the 
warmest congratulatiooilEfrdm the principal no- 
bility of I/;on and Oviedo, The Ca^tilians also 
consented to acknowledge him as their sove- 
reign, on his clearing hiniself, by oath, fpom 
thf murder of the late kipg ; and on the sub- 
sef^uent f imprisonment of Don Garcias, the 

' Galicians 

*• AU Maymon, kin^ofToleda 
t Historians r.re much divided \n thehf dpiniQiu respect-, 
jn^ Don Gajrcias'.i^Dprisolikieat; some i^jputin^ it to the 
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^ Gtiliciahs rabrottted to bis irathority, so tbat be 
i once more united the flomintons of bis father, . 
and became sde monardi of Leon, Galicia, and 

* Castile. 

Shortly after- be had assumed the . j^ 
rtauBof government, Alpbonso espoused .qJ^* 
Donna Agnes, daughter of the count of ' 
foitiers} and about the same lime, he had ai\ 
opportunity of expressing his gratitt^de to the 
icing of Toledo, by putting an end to a >var 
which threatened that- prince with very serious 

* consequences. (lis interference was then re- 
quested, in the afiairs of Navarre, which had 
been thrown into confusion by the assassination 

- of the last king I and lii|||;nbraced that oppor- 
tunity of annexii^g Biscay and.Kioja to his former 
dominions. . 

• Next year 9 >gnte arrived at court, by whose 
pssbtance AlphontiO divorced his qtieen i and, in, 
the space of a few months, a new marriagf: wa«i 
negotinted between the king and Donna Constao^i. 
tia, daughter of the d.ukc ot Burgundy. War walk 
then declared, against Hiaya, king of Toledo^ andv, 
after four ca^mpaigmi, the capital of that prince: 
ftW iMo the hands of the Christians. The victop- 
pcrmitted his unfortunate competitor to retir^ 
without 'molestation, toValenciaj^ and ev.cjn. pro^ 
mised to protect the Moorish inhabitants in'thch 
enjoyment of their religion and laws 3 but as li*. 
was perfectly aware of the imporfance of hi%t 
ponquestL. he resolved to make it the metropolis a^ 
bis dominions, and exerted himself suqcessfgllj^ 
to people it; M(ith Cbristians. 

tyranny or ambition of His brother, anchothers asserting 
tnat he merited it by nome intrigue against the govern-t 
igim of 1^00 and CmmH^ 
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Tht Mahometans were overwhelmed wltb 
consternation when they saw Toledo in the 
bands of their enemies, and a powerful league 
was immediately formed, nnder the kings of 
Seville and Badajo^, against Don AlphoDso^ 
but that victorious prince made such formidafaile 
preparations against an invasion, and obtained 
the promise of such powerful reinforcements 
from France and Burgundy, that the infidels 
laid aside their design after one engagement, 
and negotiated a peace to the ^tisfaction of all 
parties. 

J. y. Upon the restoration of public tran« 
iost' n^^^^^^y> Alji^onso undertook to repair 
' * and re-people all the cities that had been 
dilapidated during the late hostilities. About 
this time, also, he bestowed his only daughter 
upon Don Raymond, who had rendered him 
some important services ; and in the space of a 
few years, he had the satisfactionr of seeing 
Aravels, Medina del Campo, Coca, Olmedo, 
and several other important towns, restored to 
their pristine appearance^ and filled with Chris* 
tian inhabitants. 

In the spring of 10()l, Don Garcias expired in 
the place of his conhnement, and his remains 
were solemnly interred in the church of St lsi» 
dore, at Leon. His funeral was soon followed 
by that of Donna Constantia^ and the sister 
of Don Raymond became the consort of Al- 
phonso. 

Sensible of the mischiefs which might result 
from the inactivity of his troops, Alphonso da- 
termined to renew hostilities against the Sara* 
cens, and accordingly made an irruption intQ 
Portugal, where h« reduced the cities of Cdm- 
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bra, Sanctaren, Laaboa, and Sintria. He also 
raised some forcn for the defeoce of his tribu« 
tdry, the king of Huesca ; but these were even* 
tuaUy drfeatfti by Don Pedro, king of Aragon^ 
and the Moorish principality of Huesca was sub-- 
verted. 

Upon the deimae of Drinna Bertha, . «^ 

the king gave his natural dau;;bter ,J^/ 

Theresa, to Henry fit;iian^'on, toijether ^ * 

with all bis rocent couqnests in Portugal ; end, 

afler continuing a wid(>wer for about two years, 

he espoused the princes'; Zaide (daughter of 

Mohammed Aben Habet, kin<r of Seville), who 

was esteemed the most benutifui lady of that age^ 

and who cb<%rfully consented to change her rcli^ 

^onj on coi.dition of being raised to the thrune 

ofLeoo and Castile. 

This alliance proved extremely unfortunate 
for the Spanish Christians ; for, the kings of 
Leon and Seville having invited Joseph, king of 
Barbary, Co assist them in the reductiou ot, all 
the Moorish principalities in Spain, that subtle 
prince made himself master of Seville, Gra* 
nada, Almeria, and Murcia ^ defeated a nume- 
rous body of troops under the command of 
Don G^rcias de Cabra ; and subdued the greatest 
part of Andalusia. He then returned w'kh a 
prodigious number of captives to Morocco, and 
sent over such powerful reinforcements to his 
subjects whom he had left in Spain, that one of 
his generals actually invested Toledo, and com- 
pelled Al^^honso to retire into his hereditary do* 
minions. This audacious attempt was, in« 
deed, frustrated by the vigilance of Alphonso's 
troops t but the infidels still retained an impor* 
taut post on the frontiers, whence they might 
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fenew their incursioos upon any favourable oppor* 
nuiity. 

' Upon the demise of Don Rodrigo, surname i 
the Cid, or lord, the Moors hoped to have ef- 
fiected the recovery of Valencia, which had been 
wrested from them by the gallantry of the de- 
ceased warrior; but Alvaro Fane^, the governor; 
compelled them to retire with considerable loss, 
flowever, as- the place was pr^erved with much 
fUBicuUy and expence^ it was afterwards evacuat- 
ed by the royal command. 
A T\ S6on after this occurrence, Alphonso 

I laq '°*^ ^^ fourth consort, whose son, Don 

• ' Sanchp, was considered as the heir ap- 
parent to all his father's dominions ; but not- 
withstanding he had now an heir male, the king 
resolved to enter again into the bands of matri- 
mony, and' accordingly espoused a princess of 
the house of £ste, though this measure gave 
great umbrage to the infanta Urraca, and her 
husband Don Raymond. 

* j^ Joseph, king of the Almovarides, having 

II aV accomplished his designs in Africa, made a 

* fresh descent upon Spain, with a more nu- 
merous fleet and army than had ever appeared in 
that kingdom. Having united his troops, and made 
^1 the necessary arrangements, he marched to- 
ward the capital, and gained a bloody victory over 
the Spaniards, who altem[^ted to arrest his pro- 
gress , at Ucles. This fatal engagement, in 
which the young prince, Don Sancho, and his 
governor were massacred, was the most afflic* 
five reverse of fortpne that the Christians had 
sustained since the demolition of Leon. Ifow- 
cver, the infidels purchased their advantage so 
dearly, that th6y deemed it expedient to retire 
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to tbcir own doruioions, and by that meant 
gave the Spaniards leisure to levy fresh troopt» 
and to place a strong garrison in their metro 
|>olis. 

In this .melancholy posture of affairs, the king; 
whose declining years and bodily infirmities dis« 
^t>led him from niaking. any great exertions, di^ 
fe<:ted all his nobles to ap{)ear at Leon, and to 
take aq oath of fidelity to the young Alphonsd, 
son of his daughter Urraca, and the king of 
Aragon. He also gave some judicious direc* 
tions concerning the protection of his frontiers, 
and disposed of the atfairs of Toledo to such ad.* 
vantage, that tl)e inhabitants of that city en* 
joyed the tuost profound tranquillity, notwitb* 
standing the languishing condition of their so* 
vereign, and the increa^^ing strength of their 
v^arlike enemies. At length. Alphon^ VI. sub* 
mitted to the mortal condition, after hehud.tm* 
joyed the regal dignity forty -four year* from tliib 
demise of his father, and thirty-seven from the 
time of his restoration. He, appears to have beeft 
one of the most prudent and illustrious character! 
ti:at ever swayed the Spanish sceptre, and from 
his death may be dated xhe; numerous calamities 
of biii subjects. > 

Don AlphonsOf king of Aragon , and Na* 
varre, led a numei^ous body of troops into Cas* 
tile, in order to sup{X)rt his claim to the go« 
vt-rnment, as the l.usbaiul of Donna Urraca. 
This step rendered him extremely unpopular 
among the Casiilians 3 and his subsequet't ilU^ 
treatment of the queen oc.casioned such dread* 
ful confusions in tiie M^hole kingdom, that rp« 
course was eventually had to hostilities by tlie 
eppositp parties^, and a, sanguinary battle was 
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fought on the Campo de Espina, between the 
'adherents of the injdred princess and those of 
her imprndent consort. Victory declared in 
iavour of the king 5 the cities of Burgos, Va- 
lencia, Sahagon, and Leon» were given up to be 
pillaged ^ and even the church of St. Isidore, the 
sacred sepulchre of the kings of Leon/ was plun« 
^red by the soldiery. 

. In this sad extremity, the archbishop of Com- 
postella crowned the 3FDung prince, Alphonso 
Baynnond, in the cathedral church of St. James, 
and encouraged Urraca to take refuge in Ga- 
licia. The queen cheerfully embraced this pro- 
]K)sal, and soon levied a fresh army, which 
gained some important advantages over the 
lEing of Aragon, and compelled him to raise the 
aiege of Astorsa, which he had carried on for 
■ome time with equal skill and resolution. 

In the spring of 1114» a council was held at 
Palentia by 4he express desire of Urraca, in 
which the pope's legate declared, that the mar*- 
iiage of that princess was void and illegal, on 
account of her consanguinity with Alphonso. 
By this sentence the king of Aragon's preten- 
sions were totally annihilated^ but the troubles 
of the state were by no means appeased, for the 
^sappointed monarch contrived to raise a for- 
midable rebellion in Galicia. The queen gave 
gteat umbrage to m^ny of her noblHiy, by the 
iUftiroed. severity which she exercised upon her 
«0D>*» reo^ zealous partisans, and the Moors made 
8ieTeralic^l|l||tions, in hope of profiting from these 
in teaiii^ ciiaeimotions. 

. w Siine time after Alphonso Raymond 
' had assumed the reins of government, 
and made bis public entry into Tok-. 

do» 
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do, Urraca prevailed on him to assist in reco- 
vering some places which were still held by the 
Icing of Aragon; but she soon took offence at 
his conduct, and a fresh series of calamities ro- 
salted from her violent temper. At length, 
however, after she had violated many engage*- 
ments, forfeited the affection of her truest ad- 
herents, and proceeded to such extremities as 
threatened a general rupture, her wild projects 
were terminated by death, and her remains 
were interred in the church of Sti Isidore, at 
I^eon. 

The king, who must now be distin- . y^ 
gaished by the title of Alphonso Vll. v: y 
capae to Leon within two days after the 
death of his mother, and was received with 
every testimony of loyalty by the nobility of 
Leon, Castile, and Asturias. There were, in- 
deed, some malecoutcnts in the cities of Valen- 
cia, Cairion, Burgos, and Villa Franca, liiat re- 
fused to acknowledge his authority, but they 
were successively reduced to obedience; and' 
before the end of the year, the new monarch 
found himself in full possession of all his grand- 
fatlier's dominions, most of them being regained 
by his victorious arms, or prudent conduct, and 
the rest being ceded by the king of Aragon in agi 
amicable treaty. 

As soon as Alphonso had procured the bless- 
ings of tranquillity for his subjects, he deemed 
it expedient to provide for the succession by a 
prudent marriage, and, accordingly, espoused 
Donna Berengara, the count ol Barcelona's daugh- 
ter, who was etjuaily famed on account of her 
personal charms and mental accomplishments. 
The year following he held a council at Valen- 
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da, in which many salutary canons were enact- 
ad ; and, about the same time, the inhabitants of 
Toledo gained some important advantages over the 
Saraditis. 

The spring cf 1132 opened with various trou- 
lAek^ and called all the abilities of Alphonso 
Into Action > for he was at once alarmed by an 
insurrection in the Asturias, an incursion of the 
tii£rdds, and a^n invasion of Galicia by Don Al- 
phonso of Portugal. However, the king acted 
^ith such prudence and vigilance upon this try* 
ing occasion, that the rebels were soon com*^ 
lulled to lay down their arms ; the Moors were 
defeated with prodigious loss, and driven to 
the very gates of Cordova ; and the Portuguese 
Itivaders were speedily repulsed, and stripped 
of all their former possessions in the country of 
Limmia. 

Having delivered himself, from these formi* 
dable eneitiies, Alphonso itiarched with a nu* 
inerous arriiy into the. territories of Aragon, 
where he offered to assist the new king, Doa> 
Bamiro, against tlie infidels, and where he re- 
ceived the benedictions of the Aragonian pre- 
lates. Ramiro was so highly gratified by his con- 
duct on this occasion, that he yielded to him the 
city of Saragossa. The new king of Navarre 
^Iso paid him voluntary homage, in order to 
obtain his protection ; the counts of Tiioulouse 
and Barcelona topk the earliest opportunity of 
acknowledging their vassalage ; and preparations 
were made at Leon for investing the successful 
prince with imperial honours. 

The ceremony of coronation was performed 
with all possible magnificence, and the shouts of 
!1 Long live his imperial majesty Don Alphonso,-^' 
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resounded throogh ev<*r7 part of the ropd dty : 
bwf, the circumstance of Alpbonso*s elevation 
soon excited the jealousy of his neighbours^ and 
a league was formed against him by the kings 
of Navarre and Portugal. However, his esier- 
tions were attended with complete successi and he 
was soon enabled to turn his arms ogainst the 
Moors, from whom he wrested the fortress of 
Oreja and Mora, the city of Coria, and some 
other places of great importance. 

Elated with these repeated conquests; a t)i 
the emperor resolved to make an attdmpt ^{a^* 
on the city, fortress, and port of Almeria, '* 
which had long been formidable to the Chris- 
tian states of Spain and the adjacent islands^ 
^h on account of their prodigious strength, and 
as the grand rendezvous of Moorish pimtes. 
Accordingly he levied a numerous body of 
forces; procured some powerful succours from 
Aragon, Montpelier, Pisa, and Grenoa ; and ef« 
/ected his great design, after a siege of about ten 
weeks. All the inhabitants who were found in 
arms perished by the sword 3 the greatest part 
of the plunder was appropriated to the use of 
the allies ; and the imperial victor regarded this 
campaign as one of the most glorious and benefit 
cial tliat had ever been undertaken by a Spauisb 
prince. 

Aben Gama, the Moorish viceroy, was so 
d.'Tply clia^^rined at the loss of Almeria, timt 
he {)anted wiih impalic^nce for an opportunity 
(jf rcv'fMiging himself on tl.e Spaniards, and, after 
sninc time, tornicd a project for the assassination 
of the emperor : but his dinbolical intention was 
turned upon his own head ; and Alphonso soon 
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obtained another glorious victory over the infl'* 
dels. 

Having made a partition of territory betweeti 
his two sons, Sanchb and Ferdinand j and hav- 
ing also solemnized a marHage between his 
eldest son, Sancho> and the sister of the king of 
Navarre, the empeh^r rfesolved to enter a second 
time into the connubial bonds. Accordingly 
ht espoused the princess Rica^ daughter of La- 
dislaus II. king of Poland. The kings of France' 
and Navarre formed conjugal alliances about 
the same time 3 and the Spanish court was so 
entirely engaged by these circumstances, that the 
Saracens began to enjoy some respite from the 
£erce attacks of their implacable enemy. Al- 
phonso, however^ soon convinced them that his 
military zeal was unabated ; and the Moorish city 
of Andujar, which had hitherto escaped^ was soon 
added to his other brilliant conquests. 

About the spring of 1 156 a project was form- 
ed for the invasion of Navarre by the Aragoni- 
ans, but we have no satisfactory account of the 
progress of that war. It appears, however, that 
the emperor's attention was diverted from it by 
a threatened invasion of the Moors, and that be 
fought with his usual success against those an- 
cient enemies. But he was incapacitated from 
pursuing his victory, by a violent distemper, 
which compelled him to halt at the frontier town 
of Fresneda, and terminated his mortal existence 
on the 21st of August, II57. He was indispu- 
tably one of the greatest monarchs, most suc- 
cessful generals, and ablest politicians that Spain 
could ever boast of. He extended his dominions 
from the mountains of Biscay to those of the 
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feicrra Morcna ; he obtained the imperial title 
by the homage of the kings of Navarre and 
Aragon: he was highly respected by all the 
neighbouring princes ; and his own subjects re- 
garded him With the mdst affectionate fondness 
for his strict maintenance of their ancient lawd 
and privileges. 

As soon as the mournful ceremony o^ a r> 
the emperor's interment was over, Don ,\f.J 
Sancho and Don Ferdinand repaired to '* 
Burgos, where the first was unanimously ac-. 
knowle(]^ed king of Castile^ and the second, with 
equal Unanimity, admitted to the sovereignty of 
Leon, the Asturias, ahd Galicia. The young 
princes, however, were unfortunately more at- 
tentive to the pomp of their inaugurations thaa 
to the discharge of their regal duties ; and the Sa- 
racens began to make such incursions into the 
Spanish territories, as overwhelmed tl.e Christians 
"With consternation. Pedraches, Andujar, Baeza, 
and several other important places, were recover- 
ed by these assailants with surprising rapidity ; 
and in the space of one campaign the Spaniards^ 
vrere driven out of all the territories which had 
been conquered, by their late emperor; in Anda- 
lusia. 

Whilst the court of Castile was alarmed by 
these unexpected calamities, the new king of 
Leon was persuaded to dismiss most of the old 
statesmen who had. been* peculiarly honoured 
with his royal parent's favour: and, upon 
those persons retiring to Burgos, he marched at 
the head of a numerous army into his brother's 
4]ominion8. But Sancho treated him with such 
fraternal kindness, and expatiated so forcibly 
on the danger of listening to ibe suggestions of 
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parasites, that the old counselJors were reinstated 
in their employments, and Ferdinand escaped the 
snarre which had been artfully laid for the express 
purpose of subverting his government and autho- 
rity. Shortly after this occurrence, Don Sancho 
concluded an amicable treaty with the kings of 
Aragon and Navarre. 

In consequence of the great success which had 
recently crowned the arms of the Moors, and of 
the^ prodigious succours which were said to be 
raising in Morocco, the knights Templars, who 
had hitherto held Calatrava as a fief from the 
croyn, made a voluntary resignation of a town 
which they were unaUe to defend : and the king 
of Ca^ile published an edict, whereby he pilered 
the place to any of his nobles or prelates who 
would undertake to preserve and maintain it. 
Hereupon Saint Raymond, abbot of Vitro, ex- 
pressed his resolution of defending Calatrava ; 
and, without any other assistance than that of 
a monk called Diego Velasquez, who as well as 
himself had borne arms many years before they 
wore frocks, he raised twenty thousand followers 
in the space of a few weeks : upon this success he 
gave the Cistercian order a military turn ; and 
from hence arose that order of religious chivalry 
which has, in later ages^ been distinguished by the 
ijanae of Calatrava. 

Upon, the arrival of a great body of Moorish 
forces from Africa, under the conjmand of Aben 
Jacobj the son of Alxiuln^enoa^ kjp^ Qf Morocco, 
|he kingdom of Toledo was threatened with 9, 
powerfi}! invasion 3 and the Moorish general 
took the earliest opportunity of commencing bos^ 
tiliti^s : but, after a most sanguinary conflict, viG« 
tory decided in favour x)f xbe Ciuis^idO^^ dtid their 
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Snvaders were defeated with equal loss and ignov 
miny. The exultation of the Spaniards, how« 
ever, was soon checked by the death of Don 
SanchO) which happened after he had worn the 
crown one year and ten days j and this calamity 
was followed *by many conimolions. 

Upon the demise of Don Sancho, the . y. 
CnstiJian diadem devolved to his son Al- '^ 
phonso J but, as that prince was only three 
years of age, he was left under the care of Don 
Guitterez de Castro, \vl)o was declared sole re- 
gent. This nobleman, who was equally respect- 
able on account of his consummate prudence 
and inviolable probity, coniinitted the educalioi^ 
of his royal ward to a i)erson who proved unr 
equal to the trust reposed in him, and delivered 
up thr infant to DtMi^Manrique de Lara, a pow- 
erful and designing nob! •, who had always e:^- 
pressed the most violent hatred against the re- 
gent, Don Guittert'Z exerted all his ablliliea to 
compromise this matter, and to regain possession 
of the young king's person : but before he could 
clfect his purpose, he was sj.miinoned away by the 
angel of death : and Manrique de Lai a put 
so many artifices in execution, that even the king 
of Leon found it impossible to wrest the usurped 
regency out of his hands. 

After making several fruitless attempts against, 
the intriguing family of Lara, Ferdinand deemed 
it expedient to compromise all differences with 
Don Manrique j and took advantage of tlie ensu- 
ing c^lm to repair land fortify such parts of his do- 
minioDs as were either indifferently peoplfid, or 
fallen to decay. He also granted several new 
privileges to his subj.ects, and acquired a conside- 
xaUe degree of popularity by espousing a princess 
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of "Portugal, in order to establish ai firm alliance 
between the two kingdoms. 

Manriquc de Lara paid so little regard to the 
mild counsels of Ferdinand, that he used his ut- 
mofst endeavours to inflame the mind of the 
young prince against the family of Castro, and 
at length persuaded him to seize on the city of 
Toledo, which had hitherto been governed by 
Don Ferdinand Ruez de Castro, and some of that 
nobleman's intimate friends. In the accomplish- 
ment of this project much blood was shed, and 
Manrique himself was numbered among the slain: 
but his brother, Don Nugnez, took the command 
of the array; and the gates of Toledo being 
treacherously opened, he entered the city with the 
young king, amidst the acclamations of the 
jpeople, whilst the unfortunate governor retired, 
wilh a few adherents, *into the territories of the 
Moors. The capital being thus taken, the rest of 
the cities and castles of the kingdom soon submit- 
ted to Don Nugnez. Ilie king of Valencia be- 
came at this time vassal to Castile. 

Subsequent to this occurrence, the king of 
Portugal made a sudden irruption into Galicia, 
and, after a short time, made himself master of 
Badajos. Ferdinand hearing of this breach cf 
faith, resolved to besiege the aggressor in his 
'•new conquest, and conducted his design with 
such prudence, that the Portuguese troops wer© 
completely defeated, and their royal commander 
was taken prisoner. Alphonso was extremely 
mortified at this accident, and, in all probability, 
expected to receive very harsh treatment from 
his injured son-in-law. Ferdinand, however, 
behaved toward him with the utmost respect and 
aifectjoni and after compromising their diff&- 
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fence, pentiitted him to return to his owti c!onu« 
nions. 

The Castilians having expressed an earnest de- 
sire that their king should enter into the conjugal 
state, though at this time he Mas only * -pv 
fourteen years of age^ an assembly oF tlie j^* 
states was convened at Burgos ; and, in ^* 
consequence of their deliberntions, ambassadors 
were sent to Henry II. of England (at that time 
in Guienne) to demand the princess Eieonora, his 
danghter. This proposal was cheerfully accepted, 
and the marriage was solemnized, iu the course 
of the ensuing year, at Terrazona. 
. About this time, Joseph, king of Mo- ^ j^ 
rocco, sent a numerous body of troops in- ' * 
to Spain, where they made some attempts ' * 
against Valencia and Santnren : but they were 
repulsed with considerable loss; and though, in 
the following year, Joseph came over in person 
and made himself master of Murcia, he was soon 
obliged to return to Africa, and the infidels re- 
ceiv^d a signal overthrow from the hand of king 
Ferdinand. 

Meanwhile, the ancient animosity between the 
families of Lara and Castro was revived, and car- 
ried to such a pitch as actually disturbed the 
public peace of Castile and Leon, almost all the 
noble families in both kingdoms taking part on 
one side or the other. At length a resolution 
was taken to determine these resentments by a 
general action ', and a battle was accordingly 
fought, in the province of I'iero de CampoS/ 
with all tlie fury and obstinacy that inveterate 
hatred could inspire. Victory, however, decided 
in favour of Don Ferdinand de Castro : NugneaS 
and llodrigb were made prisoners, but gene- 
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rously set at fiberty; and the king of Leon 
bestowed his sister Tlennetta on the conqueror, 
in order to attach him the more strongly to his ser- 

• yIqc and interests. 

Ferdinand of Leon had lived for several years 
J. -p. in the most perfect felicity with his qneen, 
1175 "^^^^ ^^^ pope*8 legate found out that 
' ' they stood in an equal degree of relation- 
ship, being both of them grand-children of Al« 
phonso VI. and prevailed on his master to annul 
the marriage. The king was highly displeased at 
this proceeding, and peremptorily refused to ob^. 
the papal injunction for several months 3 but as 
hi$ docninions were put under an interdict, and as 
his subjects began' to exhibit signs of discontentj 
he at last parted with his wife, Urraca, by whom 
be had an heir to the crown > and about a yea{ 
after, he espoused Donna Theresa^ the daughter 
of Nugno de Lara. 

Alphonso, king of Castile, having freed him- 
self from a dangerous war with Navarre, re- 
solved to imitate his illustrious predecessors, 
by tiirning his arms against the intidels. Ac- 
cordingly he marched . at the head of a nume- 
rous army, into the enemy's country, and wiih 
the assistance of the king of Aragon, reduced 
Cuenca, a place of considerable svrength seated 
on the summit of a hill, at the confluence of two 
litllc streams, which, when united, form the 

- jriver Xcucax. 

Some historians have asserted, that whilst 
Alphonso was employed at the siege of Cuenca, 
his uncle, Ferdinand, made an incursion into 
his dominions ; and that the Castilian monarch 
t<w>k an ample revenge, by committing many 
ouLjd^cs in the territories of Leon. Early in 

the 
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int coming year, however, we find the two mo- 
Dttvhs nolding a consultation at Tordesillas, in 
Arder to strengthen the harmony, which then sub* 
listed between their kingdoms. Shortly aftef 
ttiis interview, died Theresa Lara, queen of Leonj 
GHld the year following, Don Ferdinand espoused 
CJrraca Lopez, daughter of an opulent grandee in 
the province of Biscay. 

Tlie king of Castile seems to have bad great 
loccess in several expeditions against the in- 
Sdels; and in the summer of ] 1 84, the whole 
brce of the Moors was put to flight by the kings 
if Portugal and Leon, and their monarch, Jo* 
lepb, was killed by a fall from his horse. In ths 
VBoarse of the next ye^r, they obtained some ad<» 
Vantages in Estremadura: but these were soon 
tvrested from them by the Castilians, and they 
were again defeated with prodigious slaughter. 

In the autumn of 1187, ^on Ferdinand of 

IjCdd was taken ill on his return from Compos- 

tella ; and inf the first month of the new year he 

breathed bis last, amidst the universal lafmentar 

tions of his subjects. He lelt three sons, viz. 

Don Alpbonso, by his first queen the' infanta of 

Portugal, and Don Sancho- and Don Garcia by 

his surviving queen Urraca. He was generally 

admired for his piety, valour^ and munificence ; 

and his remains were solemnly interred, near 

those of his grandfather Don Raymond, In the 

cathedral of St. James. 

The new king of I/eon had no sooner taken 
{x>S8e8sion bf his father's dignities by the titld 
of Alphoaso IX. than he hastened to pay hit 
respects to bis royal cousin at Carrion, and^ in, 
% general assembly of the states^ he expressed 
' his 
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his affection by kissing the hand of that monarch 
9s he took his seat. This salutation was after- 
\^ards construed into a solemn act of homage, 
and occasioned several serious ruptures between 
the two princes -, though their forces acted, for 
some time, in perfect concert, and recovered seve- 
1^ important places out of the hands of their 
common enemy. 

Historians have observed, that the king of 
Castile was inspired with unreasonable haughti-? 
ness by the, proposal of a marriage between his 
daughter Berengara, and prince Conrad, son of 
the emperor Frederic Barbarossa. The intended 
bridegroom was received at Toledo with ex- 
traordinary magnificence; the contract of mar-» 
riage was signed ; apd great preparations were 
made for the solemnization of the nuptials 3 
but, on the birth of an heir male to the throne 
of Castile, the German prince felt himself dis- 
appointed of his expectations, and returned into 
bis own country without espousing the in-r 
fanta. 

Exasperated by this disappointment, and pre-? 
suming on his cousin*s youth, the Castilian mo- 
narch n^ade an irruption into Leon, and com- 
mitted many flagrant outrages : but the king of 
Aragon espoused the cause of his injured neigh- 
bour, and the nobles of both kingdoms interposed 
their good offices to prevent a greater effusion of 
Christian blood. 

Shortly after the termination of this war, 
cardinal Gregory, the pope's legate, declared 
that the marriage of the king of Leon, with the: 
infapta of Portugal was illegal and null ;. and 
that therefore thqy ought to part. Fipdiug hi^ 

private^ 



SPAIN. 193 

private suggestions were useless, he summoned 
a councH at Salamanca, where he carried hi& 
point; after excomunicadng four prelates who 
had protested against him. The king, however, 
stlU refused to part from his beloved consort, 
and persisted in his obstinacy till his dominions 
were laid under an interdict^ and his suuerstiiious 
subjects began to clamour loudly for his obe- 
dience to the Roman pontiff. 

The king of Castile, in the mean time, had 
tent a numerous army into Andalusia, under the 
command of the archbishop of Toledo -, and that 
prelate acted with such unexampled severity 
against the Moors, that Jacob Aben Joseph, king 
of Morocco, immediately published a gacia*, 
and came over with a prodigious army to revmge 
his injured countrymen. 

Upon the first intimation of Joseph's arrival 
at Seviile, the Castilian monarch condescended' 
to crave the assistance of Navarre and Leon, obf 
aerving that he was attacked on the score of re^^ 
ligion, and that the common cause of all the Spa* 
pish Christians was at stake : but before his 
cousin or the king of Navarre could march to his 
assistance he sallied out against the enemy, and 
came to a general action near Alarcos, which 
terminated in the utter defeat of his army 
and 'the loss of his own military reputation. 
Upwards of twenty thousand Castilians were 
cut to pieces upon this melancholy occasion ; the 
cimp and baggage were likewise taken by the 
victorious enemy -, and the shattered remains of 

• The gacia answers to a popish cruiade^ and ensures to 
every Mussulman who cither Kills ;& Christian or perishes 
in th« attempt, a plenary absolution from all his sms, and 
aa immediate entrance iQto. the joys. of paradise. 
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jtlie Christians retired, with great difficulty, to the 
fortifications of Toledo. 

. y. Alphonso had scarcely Entered his 
* ' capital before the king of Leon arrived 
^'' with a numerous army, and expostulated 
mildly on the imprudence of the recent action ; 
bat the proud Castilian answered in such inso* 
lent terms, that his auxiliary immediately re- 
turned, in disgust, to his own dominions, and 
. the king of Navarre followed his example j while ' 
Jacob Aben Joseph reduced Alarcos and Cala^ 
trava, and made a furious irruption into Portugal, 
^here he murdered all the ecclesiastics who fell 
into his hands, arid wasted the country with uii-« 
paralleled barbarity. 
^ Whilst the infidels were thus marking thdr 
progress with fire and sword, jhe king of Castile 
left the security of his own territories to chance, 
and turned his arms against his cousin. In this 
expedition he took several places of inconsider- 
able strengch, destroyed one of the suburbs be- 
longing to the capital, and wasted all the open 
country with a degree of cruelty little inferior 
to that of the Moors. Upon his return to Toledo, 
he entered into a negotiation with Pedro, king 
of Aragon, and prevailed on him to assist him ia 
his next campaign ; so that it seemed as if the 
Christian princes had resolved to act in concert 
with their merciless invaders, and to accelerate 
. each other's destruction. 
A Y^ At this critical juncture, the Moorish 
1 107 pi'*"<^ appeared in the field, at the head 
^'' of an army which threatened nothing 
less than the utter subversion of the Castiliaa 
government ; a circumstance which induced Al- 
phonsQ to suspend his reseritgaent against hit 
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^couiiiii and to provide for his own safety by 
garrisoning his fortresses, and remaining among 
she mountains with a Hying army, wliich might 
•harass and weaken the enemy without incur- 
ring the danger of a pitched battle. In conse- 
quence of these precautions, the expected ruin 
of Castile was averted^ and the Moors were com- 
pelled, after a fatiguing ciaupaign, to retire into 
Andalusia. Immediately aiter the infidels had 
ivtreated, Alphonso renewed hostilities against 
Jjeoa, and the king of that ctnintry rcsulvcd to 
4:beck his progress by force of arms. Ho\v('\ cr, 
)by the strenuous advice of the nobility, all dltle- 
.rences were compromised j peaccj \\ii6 con- 
cluded between the contending princes ; niid a 
jnarriage was, soon afterwards, solc^mni/rd be- 
tween the king of Leon and the infanta of 
Cast lie. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Alphonso ». -q 
of Castile concluded an advantngeous iJqq' 
peace with the miramamolin of Africa. He ^ 
ilso gained some important advpntages against 
the king of Navarre j and his satisfaction on 
4hesc accounts was 8<x)n after augmented by the 
marriage of his daughter Blanche with prince 
Louis, heir apparent to the crown of France. 

Meanwhile, pope Innocent IIL succeeding 
Celestine in the papal chair, took umbrage ut 
lite union of the king of Ix;on with his coiuin, 
iind sent positive orders to his nuncio to dissolve 
I he marriage. The nuncio, being less violent 
than Ills mastf:r, gave time for the failicr 
and husband of Donna Bcrcngara to send tlioir 
ambassadors to Home: but the haughty pou- 
♦iif pcrbisittd in his resolution, and cntorccd oI)k- 
dicnce to his commands by threatening to lay 
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911 the churches of Leon and Cdstile under afli • 
interdict. The king of Leon resolved, for some , 
lime, to resist this arbitrary proceeding, and ac* 
tually persisted in his design, till a. schism arose 
among his prelates in consequence of the threaten- 
ed interdict, und the whole kingdom was thrown 
into consternation. ' At length, however, he per- 
mitted his consort to retire to her father's court, 
and the pope vouchsafed to declare the children 
legitimate, because the marriage had been solem- 
nized on both sides with sincere laudable in- 
tentions. The divorced queen generously gave 
tip her dowry to her affectionate consoit: her 
eldest son, Don Ferdinand, was declared heir ap- 
parent to the crown of Leon^ in case of his bro- 
ther's cVmise ; and the other children, viz. Al- 
phonso, £leonora,Constantia, andBerengara, were 
left under their father's protection. 
^ J. Though the surrender of the queen*s 
. * _ dowry was perfectly voluntary, and sauc- 
• tioned by the papal confirmation, it 
seems to have been disagreeable to the king of 
Castile, as his governors refused to surrender 
the places which constituted that dowry, and 
a war ensued, which, with the interposition of 
some truces, continued for three years. At 
length, however, the cause of dispute was ob- 
viated, by the king of Leon's generosity 5 and 
the attention of the Castilians was totally en- 
grossed by a marriage between this monarch's 
second daughter, Urraca, and the infant Don 
Alphonso, of Portugal. 

As the truce with the miramamolin was now oa 
the point of expiring, the Castilian monarch be- 
came extremely solicitous to put an end to all 
disputes among his Christian neighboiHrs, and 
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be jH^^ently compromised his own difference 
iwith the king or Navarre, by which meanft 
-he obtained the promise of speedy and zealous 
assistance .against the Moors. Having taken 
these precautions, and bestowed the order of 
knighthood on his son, Don Ferdinand, htf 
advanced, at the liead of a numerous arm}% to 
Aka)a» and overran the greatest part of the 
Jcingdom of Murcia, till the extreme heat of the 
aeason compelled him to retire. However, his 
triumph on this occasion was soon converted 
iDto mourning : for Mohammed, king of Mo« 
rocco, having passed the Sierra Morena, made 
bimsdf master of Salvatierra after an obsti* 
Hate resistance ; and Don Ferdinand being 
over-fatigued by the campaign, fell ill of a fever^ 
and breathed bis last, soon after his return to 
Madrid. 

As it appeared that the king of Morocco ^ ^ 
b*id actually aBScmbled his whole force with . ^ /«* 
fib intention to destroy the kingdom of 
Castile, Alphonso resolved to have recourse to a 
crusade for the defence of himself and his Chris-* 
tian brethren. Accordingly he sent the bishop of 
Segovia to Rome, and some other eminent pre- 
lates into France, to facilitate his design, whilst 
himself contrived to fix the kings of Aragon and 
Kavarre in his interest. These e^xertions were 
crowned with complete success ; for the pope 
Madily sanctioned the undertaking : prodigious 
multitudes enlisted under the holy banners in 
France, Italy, and Germany -, the grand rendez* 
tousoftbe confederates was appointed at Tole<« 
do about the month of May ; and on the sixteenil* 
of July a battle was fuugit in the vicinage af 
Tolos9, which terminated in tlic utter defeat of 
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the miramamoHn, and tlicloss. of twa hundred 
thousand of his bi'avest fdiovvers;' The. Chris- 
tians, whose loss was renaarkabiy trivial^ :purHued 
the i'ugitives till the approach of night, and then 
took possession, of the enemy*s camp, while the 
Spanish bishops performed a solemn te deum^ 
and the greatest part of ih^'. spoil was> cheei fully 
relinquished by the Casti.ians to their foreiga 
auxiliaries. Thirty-five thousand horses are said 
to have fallen into the hands of the victon* on 
this memorable occasion ; and the quantify of 
arrows,, spears, and javelins found jiipon the field 
of batilfj was so prodigious, that they served the 
confederates for two days, as fuel for; dressing 
their provisions, though during that time ' they 
burnt nothing else.. > — ^v . 

After the* xonquerors, .bad ilevoted about 
three days to- repose and refreslimenj:, they 
resurped their progress, and ravaged all tho 
Country as iar a^ Baeza.' They then . proceed** 
ed 'to Ubeddj - which they detenuioed to rediice 
cither by famine brasKault; but as ikhe inhabit 
tants .defentifed themselves with aslpoi^hing^bra-* 
very, and the fortifications were .of extraordi- 
nary strength, tliey thought |)roper ta. raise 
t^e siege, and to repass the Sierra Morena^. ? On 
their arrival at Calatrava, the king of Aragon 
bade adieu to the confederate*}, and returned to 
kis own dominions: the' king x)f Castile, ac-> 
companied by Sanchez of Navarre, returiuxl ia 
triumph, to Toledo; and an annual festival, 
called the ** Triumph of the Holy Cross," was 
instituted to commemorate the groats event 
"which, in a great measure, determined the fate ei 
Ibe infidels in Spain. 

Whilst Alpbi^naq was engaged m tbia ip9pi>rt- 

ant 
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0Dt wtx, the king of Leon bad recovered all the 

gaces Uiat bad been conquered by the Castilians. 
owever, his cousin was so far from revenging 
tliese acts of hostility I that lie generously yield- 
ed ail pretensions to the objects of former dis* 
pute, and assured his royal Kinsman of a per- 
fctvail and nnfcigned friendship. About thi.4 
tiioe« die infant, Don Pe.lro, of Portugal, fled 
frooi the malice of his brother to the niirama- 
fuolin 'y and that monarch rrtired, soon after- 
wards, to iiis Airican doininiuus, where he pass- 
ed the remainder ot his> life in sorrow and vex- 
aiion. 

Alphonso took the field again as soon as he 
bad arranged his ulfairs ; rciluctd Duegnos and 
Aome other places at the foot of the Sierra Mo- 
rena; ei&cted the reduction ofAlcaros after an 
i>bsttiiate re.sibiance, and returned in triumph to 
J^. Torcaz. 

In the course of the iiext year, the king of 
X<eon> with the assistance of some Cnstilian ca- 
valry, made himself master of Ale an tarn, and 
threatened some other p aces with rcdu^ilon : 

• but the excessive heat of the weather dclavt-d . 
tiie execution of Iiis designs, and ob iged him to 

^ put his troops into quarters for rifrcbbment. 

. boon 3^ter his return from this campaign he 

' VfMi deeply aiilicted by tiie death •A' his heir 

pppar^ni, Ferdinand, whom he had by Theresa 

• i)f' Portagal i and this melancholy cricumstance 

incapacitated him for some time from resuming 

the war. 

The king of Cast lie being extremely solicitoua 
for the wcitare of his cousin^ and supposing that 
he ciici not perceive the great advantai^es which 
jKii jht rosuU tra;n ills entering zealoiuly into the 

war 



20D sPAier. 

wariagainst the infidels, invited him to a friend* 
\y conference at Placentia ; but before he him- 
self was arrived at that place, he was attacked by 
a malignant fever, which terminated his life on 
the sixth of August, after he bad swayed the 
, sceptre for about fifty-five years. 
* Yy Don Henry succeeded his father, in 
.* / (he eleventh year of his age, under the 
protection of the queen dowager j bat 
as she followed her consort to the grave in about 
two months, the regency devolved upon the 
queen Ber^ngara, in pursuance of the late ma* 
tiHrch*s will, and with the general approbation 
of the nation. A powerful faction, however, 
was soon formed by the counts of Lara and some 
other nobles, and the regent was eventually per- 
fuaded to resign her office, and to leave the 
election of another candidate to a general as- 
stmbly of the states. Hereupon Don Alvaro 
(le Lara was chosen regent under several restric- 
tions, and the young king was committed to bis , 
care. But no sootier was the assembly dissolved 
than Alvaro began to exercise unlimited autho- 
rity, and to govern with a rod of iron. This 
conduct exasperated the people in all parts of 
the kingdom ; the ecclesiastics thundered out ex- 
communication against the wretch who pre- 
sumed to tfample on tlieir liberties and to seize 
their revenues ; the queen Berengara, with some 
of the prime nobility, retired, in disgust, to the - 
fortress of Autillo ; and all things seemed hasten^ 
ing to a general insurrection. 

To avoid the impending calamities, or to turn 
them upon th'i! head of lils op; onents, xvas the 
anxious wish of Alvaro, an i with this dt^sign he 
pui 4 Ca^iiiian i^c nllcman lu dtatii, on prctrnco 

that 
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that he had heen employed by Berengara to 
poison the king. This artifice failed of its io-» 
tended efiect $ and^ though the regent confirraed 
his asserdoQ by a letter from tlie queen, the pO'^ 
pulace actased him of forgery, and he was com- 
pelled to raise a body of forces for his personal de- 
fencCk Hereupon he levied a numerous army 
at Valladohd; summoned Berengara and her 
partisans to surrender ail the places they held, 
upon pain of being treated as reoels ; and pro- 
posed a marriage between his royal pupil and 
the infanta of Leon, in order to preclude the in- 
terposition of that court on behalf of the queen. 
However, whilst Alvaro took these precautions 
Agyinst his adversaries, and a civil war was ex- 
pected by most of the Cat»tilians» tbe young king 
•was accidentally killed, by the fall of a tile, in the 
third year of his reign j a d tbe as^ject of affairs 
vas consequently c' ranged. 

Upon tie first intelligence of this ^ t\ 
event, Donnu Berengara sent for her ,017* 
son, Ferdinand, from the court of Leon, ' * 

and convened an assembly of the states at VaU 
ladolid, where 4\e was solemnly acknowledged 
queen of the Two Castilcs. She thf n made a 
solemn resignation of her crown to the infa it 
Don Ferdinand, and caused hitn to be in- 
augurated, in the cathedral, amidst tbe univer^ 
tal ucclamations of the people. As this step 
-was taken without the knowledge of the king 
of Leon, that monarch felt himself otfended, 
and actually marched into Castile, in order to 
revenue the allronl ^^hlch had been put upon 
his dignity : but he was soon convinced of the 
impropriety of his beha^ icur, lUid retujrned peace^ 
ably to his own domiuions. 

As 
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As Alvaro de Lara and hi» intriguing ptr« 
tizans yidded but a precarious obedience to their 
new master^ the kijig resolved to reduce them by 
force^ and, accordingly, raised an array which 
'soon effected his purpose. Alvaro was taken 
prisoner, through bis own imprudence, but be 
vecovered his liberty by surrendering some places 
which were still 'in the hskada of his dependants. 
He afterwards retired to Leon, and prevailed oa 
the king of that country to invade iiis son's ter« 
litories ; but Alpfionso abandoned the project at 
the earnest solicitation of some ecclesiastics, anc| 
the disappoiqted Alvaro died, soon after, of a 
broken heart. 

A D Wl^ilst the archbishop of Toledo 
12 lo ^^* employed in assembling a nu- 
^' merous aimy against the infidels. Don- 
na Berengara negotiated a match between 
her son and the princess Bratr'x, daucrhirtr 
of the deceased emperor of Germany; a..(l tiie 
marriage was solemnized, amid">t general accla- 
mations, in the cathedral of Bur_.vj3. About ihe 
same time the knights of St Juhan to<^k rxisses- 
sion of Alcantara, and received a grant of ail 
places w hlch they cfjuld wrest irom the Moors, lo 
be held as fiets trom the crown of I.f.vin 

The archjibhop of Toledo bad th-- mortifi* 
cation to iose te:j tliousand men in a i/uid ss jt- 
teinpt upon the fortress of Rrquena : '.u-.t ih# 
alfairs of the tneray were in evid^/nt confusion, 
and the petty principalities which be^^ar to 
nuihiply among them, paved the way to their 
drst ruction. 

The >ear 1221 was mavked by the conjugal 
unit)n ot James, king ot Aragon, with Donna 
hkuii'jra, aan( to the Ca;»tilian mpnarch -, the 

marriage 
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fnanriage of the infant Don Alphonso \irith the 
daughter of Gonzalez de Molina -, the birth of 
an heir apparent to the crown of Castile j and 
the suppression of a rebellion in Galicin. In 
the ensalng jear the king of Leon founded an 
unircrsity at Salamanca j Don Ferdinand gain- 
ed sonw atlvantages over the infidels ; and Jolin 
de Briennc, king of Jerusalem, visited the Spa- 
nish court at Burgos, and there espoused Donna 
Berenu:ara; the king's sister. 

Having received the hoitja'^e of Abeii Mo- 
hammed, and prevailed on him to surrender the 
castle of Baeza, and the fortresses of Bcrgatnilar, 
{Salvatierra, arid Capilla, Ferdinand ordered the 
grand master of the order of Calatrava to take 
possession of the former, with a competent gar- 
rison, and Bergamilnr and Salvatierra were 
evacuated without dispute : but the infidels po- 
iitiveJy refused to obey their niasit r's orders rc- 
Jativc to Capilla j and Mt^hammed was cruelly 
murdered on suspicion of holding a secret cor- 
re8ix)ndence with the Christians. This circum- 
Itance was no sooner made public, than the in- 
habitants of Baeza took up arms against the new 
garrison, and the besiegers of Capilla were re- 
pulsed with extraordinary gallantry j but, at the 
expiration of iou.* months, the infidel.s wt*re to* 
tally defeated, and Capilla was taken by assault. 
ThiM conquest was soon followed by another at 
Baeza. which was deemed remarkable, as being 
gained on the feast of St. Andrew, to whom its 
chnrch was anciently dedicated. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Ferdinand a j^ 
laid the first stone of a new cathedral at To- ,028* 
kdo, v^ inch is the magni Hcent structure no- 
ticed by modern (raveliers. lu the course of the 

saaie 
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same year the marriage of the king and qaeea 
of >Vragon was annulled by a papal decree; and 
the king of Leon, having led a numerous army 
into Estremadura, made hi- self master of Caceres, 
which had hitherto resisted all the attempts oJF 
himself and his predecessors. In the following 
year that monarrh added the fortress of Merida 
to iiis important acquisiti *ns, and obtained a de- 
cisive victory over a Moorish army of eighty 
thousand men) but, vtrhilst he was tiavelling to 
Composteila in order to offer up a solemn 
thanksgiving for his success, he was seized with 
a tit of illness which put a period to his life, in 
the forty-second year of his rcign. He appears 
to have been a prince of great mildness, piety, 
and justice. He was an excellent husband, 
though unfortunate in both his marriages ; and 
he was generally beloved by his subjects, though 
the inconstancy of his temper frequently exposed 
him to inconveniencies« 

As by the will of the deceased monarch, the 
infantas, Sancha and Dulpia, whom he had by 
Tlieresa of Portugal, were declared co-heiresses^ 
of his dominit>ns5 and as the states had solemnly 
sworn to the succession of Ferdina; d, great dis- 
putes arose among the nobihty, and Leon was 
threatened with all the calamities of a civil war : 
but, on the voluntary resignation of the prin- 
cesses in favour of Ferdinand, the public anxiety 
was tranquillized, and the conjunction of the two 
kingdoms nnder the Casliiian monarch was deem- 
ed equally glorious to the sovereign and advanta* 
geous to the people, 

\ T\ ^ *°*^" ^* ^^^ settlement of the king- 

1231* ^^^ ^^ Leon was completed, Don 

' Ferdinand concluded i treaty of alli«> 

' * ance 



Tl' 



SPAIEf. 205 

ance with the king of Portugal; quelled a 
dangerous insurrection in Galicia; and granted 
several Moorish conquests to the arcbiepiscopal 
aee of Toledo. Hi^ brother, Alphonso, also 
ravaged the territories of Srvifle and Cordova^ 
and gained a glorious victory over a numerous 
army of infidels with the loss of only one ot his 
soldiers. 

Next year Don Ferdinand tor>k the field m 
person, and added the cities of 'i ruxtUo, Mon** 
tial^ and Ubeda to his former conquests; but the 
loss of his beloved queen,. Beatrix, threw a heavy 
cloud over his triumph, and retarded the execu- 
tion of his othc*r military designs. At the ex- 
piration of a few months, however his attention 
v/as roused by a pro^K)sal for the reduction of 
O)rdova, and he entered so zealously into the 
scheme, that he noon found himself in possession 
of that important city. 

Though the deceased queen had left behind her 
six sons, it was deemed advisable for the king to 
enter again into the conjugal life; and a marriage 
was, accordingly, negotiated between him and 
the lady Jane, daughter of the count de Ponthieu, 
who had acquired an extraordmaiy reputation by 
the suavity of her temper and the puiity ot her 
morals. The solemnization of this marriage, and 
tlwi renewal of a league with the king of Na«* 
varre, took up the greatest part of ihp year, and 
precluded the possibility of any important expe- 
dition against the iufidels. 

The great addition which had been * n 
made to hjs dominions, in the space ot ,040 
a few years, obliged the kiog to act with 
caution in his future expeditions ; and induced 
^im to nreserve a regular liqe of fortifications, 
VqL/^Vi T rather 
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rather than to extend* bis authority over aiicFI 
places as he might eventually be forced to evacu- 
ate. For this reason he promised lands, im- 
munities> and various othef advantages, to all 
persons who woul4 settle in the towns and vil- 
lages situated on his intended boundary, and he 
had the satisfaction of seeing bis proposals em- 
braced wit; I avidity. About the same time the 
king of Murcia implored the pvotection of the 
Castilian monarch ; and in the ensuing year the 
king of Granada consented to kiss his hand, in 
token of homage, to surrender the city of Jaen, 
to pay an annual tribute of fifty thousand pieces 
of gold, and to serve in his army, with a corps 
of auxiliaries, whenever it should be required, oa 
condition that Ferdinand should afford him pro- 
tection against his enemies, and guarantee his 
present possessions. 

Having obtained tne pope's permission for 
levying the third of tlie tenths of all his ecclesi- 
astics for the prosecution of the war, and having 
caused a fleet to be built and equipped under 
the direction of one of his ablest officers, Ferdi- 
nand resolved to make an attempt on the im- 
portant city of Seville. Accordingly he blocked it 
up both by sea and land, notwithstanding tlie furi- 
ous opposition of the Moors, and continued the 
siege with such vigor and resolution for several 
months, that the inhabitants were, at length, 
compelled to capitulate. The king made his pub^ 
Jic enrfy into this new conquest on the twenty- 
third of November 1248, and the remainder of 
the year was spent in purifying the churches and 
re-peopling the city, which was totally evacuated 
by the infidels. 

Notwithstanding the long serieg of fatigues 

wbiciv 
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vrhich Ferdinand had undergone in this and for- 
mer expeditions, be took the field early in the 
ensuing spring, ^nd swept all the plHces which 
still remained in the enemy's hands, from Seville 
to the fair of (be Guadalquiver. He then* made 
preparation^ for carrying the war into Africa; 
and actually obtained a victory over the Moorish 
£eet which had been fitted out for the protection 
of the coast : but the execution of this grand de« 
sign was retarded by his infirmities, and the con- 
sciousness of his approaching dissolution induced 
him to settle the domestic aflPairs of his kingdom, 
and to employ himself in acts of piety and hu- 
miliation. He is said to have died of a dropsy in 
the thirty-fifth year of his reign j and his remains 
were interred, with great solemnity, in the ca« 
thedral church of Seville. 

Alphonso X. who, forhis love of litera* . -p 
ture, was surnamed the Wise, succeeded .^e^* 
his father, with the general approbation of . 
tJie people ; and prosecuted the war against the 
infidels with extraordinary zeal: but, as he was 
obliged, on this occasion, to debase bis coi^, grcilt 
murmurings were excited in various parts ol his 
clominions However, the pope granted a cru- 
sade in order to facilitate ihc Aricancxpt^diiion ; 
and the attention of the Castilians wa.'» agrcr^sbly 
en};agedby the marriage of their infanta Eleonon, 
^Vllh prince Eel ward of England. AbtJiU tbr 
same time the king bestowed ths hand of his 
natural daughter, jjcatrix dc Guzman, on tiic 
king of Portugal J and cha-<iisi.d a revolt Mhich 
ha • br(»kcn oni on the frontiers 

y\!}.)honso seems i») li«ive been ex- . ,-v 
trejuely desirous of nssciiiu:^ I'is right w^r-* 
to tiic duciu' of Suabia, and of obtain- ^ ^' 
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Ing the imperial digjntyj and he actually pfe* 
vailed on several Italian states and princes to 
approve his design : but, after a prodigious waste 
of toil and money, he was obliged to abandon 
this enterprise, and to apply himself to the pro- 
tection of his hereditary territories, which hiid 
been convuhed by the revolt of his own brother^ 
Don Henry, and which were still threatened 
with the most serious calamities by the intrigues 
of the recently subjugated infidels. However, he 
acted with such vigilance and resolution, that 
bis treacherous relative was compelled to flee 
into fiarbary ; the Moorish kings of Murcia and 
Granada were chastised with exemplary rigor; 
and several places of importance were taken, and 
»e-peopled < ither with the subjects of the con* 
queror, or with those of his ally, the king of 
Aragon. 

Had the king, at this juncture, resigned big 
pretensions to Germany, be might have recovered 
his former reputation, restt;red the grandeur of 
his Crown, and prevented those commotions 
^Vhich, afterwards, shook the very basis of lis 
authority; but he persisted in his resolution,, 
though the expediency of resignation had been 
forcibly urged both to him, and his con petitof 
the earl of Cornwall, and the German princes 
had agreed v,\\h the king of Bohemia to proceed 
to a new election. On the eighth of September, 
the infant Don Ferdinand es];>oused, by proxy, 
the princess Blanche, at St. Germains-en^-Laye, 
and in the ensuing spring the marriai^e was so- 
lemnized with extraordinary pomp, at Burgos. 
. pv Whilst Aiphonso was labouring, by 
\o7n every possible expedient, to raise money 
^' ' for the accomplishment of his favourite 

desit;n. 




cl^sigdy ^ dangerous coosfm^acy was .fonned 
against him by _ seyeFflf Castiiian ^nobles, who.^ 
soon retired to thp king of Granada^ and ^^ 
manded succours firom the king of Moro^cp* 
However, this unhappy affair was eventuallj 
compromised^ and the mutual preparations iot 
hostilities were kid aside. 

This storm was no soonef overblown, than At* 
. •phonso received the disagreeable intelligence that 
Eodolph of Hapsburg was elected emperor o£ 
Germany, and that this election was sanctioned 
by the pope. After a short deliberation, he re^ 
solved to demand an interview with the sovereign 
pontifiT, who was then at fiaucaire ; and accord-* 
ingly set out on his journey, leaving the govern* 
ment of Leon and Castile in the hands of his poa 
Ferdinand. This action proved remarkably un-^ 
fortunate/ for, during the, king's absence, th0 
Moors received some powerful reinforcement^ 
from Africa, with which they gained some impor* 
tant advantages over the Castiliansj the infant 
Ferdinand contracted a fever in tlje campaign, 
which soon put a period to his existence 3 the 
.archbishop of Toledo and Don Nugnez de LarH 
were slain by the infidels 3 and Alphonso was 
obliged to return without effecting nis purpose 
relative to the affairs of Germany* 

Upon the arrival of Alphonso in his own ^ t^ 
dominions, his second son, Don Sancho, ,0-^** 
who bad just concluded a truce with the ' * 
Moors, demanded that he should be declared 
heir apparent to the crown, in preference to the 
issue of his eldest brothen This proposal was 
laid before an assembly of the states at Segovia^ . 
and granted, without opposition. However, the 
king pf France interposed on behalf of his 

Td daughter'a 
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t3iaugbter's childr<*n, and resented so highty the 
tiondnct of Alphonso, thart he wonld inamedi- 
JMh l^ave had recourse to the sword, had not 
Aat design been retarded by the interference of 
lis nobility. 

The queen of Gastile was so deeply mortified 
at the slight which had been put upon the rae- 
toory of her eldest son, bv th<" late edict, that she 
toolc the first opportunity of retuniing to her 
father's coiirt at Aragon j where also the prin- 
Tcess Blanche and the two infants sought an asy- 
lum; This retreat roused the king's indigna- 
Vronj and Sancho expressed his rage by putting 
Iris nnde Prederic 'and Don Simon Rnez de 
los Cameres to death, because those noblemen 
tad been privy to the queen's design. After 
some time, however, the quaVrel in the royal 
* family was compromised; the queen coDstnted 
'to return to her rbyal consort 5 the princess 
' "Blanche returned into France: and the tyo 
irifaiiis Remained untier the protection of the king 
of Aragon. 

J^' -L About this time Alphonso was coni- 
1^77* P^^'®*^^ ^y pope Kifcholas III. to renew 

^'' the wat* with the infidels: his exertions, 
liowe^r, -were attend(*d with so little success, 
that he soon found it expedient to conclude a 
.peace ^ith the king of Morocco, thotrgh liis son, 
iDon Sancho, insisted upon carr^i^^g on hostilities 
against the crown of Granada, 

As his affairs, at fhis jnncture, were in a dis- 
tracted situation, Alphonso convened an assem- 
fiy df the slates at Seville, v^here hie expatiated 
on the cfe'cessity' of raising supplies by giving a 
tJfirrency to copper ; and observed that he had 
terminated ail 'cUs|mtes with the Freocb court, 

by 
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by promising the kingdom of Mnrcia to the In* 
lant Don Alonso de !a Cerd3 and his heirs, on 
condition of tbt'ir paying homage to the kings 
-of Castile. The proposrd expedient relative to 
^ copper money was adopted, with little oppo- 
sition; bat, on this decfaration concerning the 
sovereignty of Murcia, the greatest part of the 
-inembers retired in diKgust, and in the ensuing 
spn'ng Don Sancho was solemnly invested with 
tiic regency at Vallndolid, under the specious pre- 
tence that age and infirmities had rendered his 
father inbapable of governnjfnt. His brotlKTs, 
Jtian arid Pi'dro, nlso concurred in this treasonable 
measure, and cruelly abandoned their parent in 
lii» old age. 

AlphojiHO hearing of these circumstances, and 

finding himselt deserted by tlic kings of Aragon, 

^^rancc, and Portugal, demanded assibtanceof the 

king of Morocco, who', in a short time, landed 

ill Spain, and esponstd the cause of the royal 

•sufferer:' Don Sancho rtsolved u|Kjn opposing 

force to fierce, and acted in such an undiitiJul 

inanncr, that his failier was induced to disinherit 

him by a solemn act, and to bequeath bis curse 

both to him and his adherents : but, after several 

violent struggles, the infant professed a lively 

repentance tor his conduct -, and Alphortfo was 

perstiaded to revoke his malediction, a few days 

prior tahis dissoUilion, which happened on the 

fourth of April 13B4. 

' llie character of tliis prince has been variously 
delineated, a^cordin^ to the tempers or pre] a* 
dices of those Who have undertaken to transmit 
his meuitxrs to posterity. His contemporaries^ 
'•hdWever, have asserted that he was naturally of 
an open and cliceifol disposition; affable in con- 

versatiQp, 
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vcrsalioa, maiMrtc in drportment, an 
Btely addicted to the Etudy of litera 
augmented several privileges which 
granted lo the university of Salan 
reeled a general culleciinii of the laws, 
himself and his preitecessors, to bi 
under pro|)er titles, for ihe benefit c 
jects i caused a general history of Sj 
compiled ia the Casiilian language; 
Eome ireatiKcs, with his own hand, 
subjects o£ rational philuiopliy, eihici 
trolt^. 

. J-. The commencement of Doi 
,,Jj.,' reign was niarked by an invas 
Moors, and sonie other publi 
tinces ; but 3^ the new king was knowi 
with great severity and to reward i 
generoHity, his domestic troubles were 
pressed; and such active measures v 
against the enemy, ihat ihetr king At 
was compelled lo conclude a peace i 
^sadvaniageeus terms. 

Early in the ensuing year, Sanclio 8 
young sou Ferdinand (whom he had 
Maria, the dau^hler of his great uti' 
solemnly acknowledged heir a^^aie 
throne of Cabtilc and Leon. AboM 
time he took an opportunity «^ ■(«.■ 
affdirs ofGalicia; and of enact.^.-a 
laws, with the approbation of f 
stales, which had been couvcim 
in the city of Paiencia. ~"* 

Ai tbc king's marriage with li ^ 
excited the anger of the po« * 
fenjjdom of Castile h.d b«A^^ 



dniong the courtiers were attended with verjr 
fatal coiisecjuences. Don Lopez de Haro made 
so ill an use of his accumulated titles, posts, and 
revenues, that he became odious to the majority 
of the people; Alvaro de Lara retired into Por<* 
tugal, for the express purpose of raising forces 
against his sovereign ; and the infai\ts Don Juaii 
and Alonso de la Cerda took every opportunity 
of ravaging the Castilian dominions. These cir- 
cumstances involved the king in great perplexity : 
yet he supported himself with extraordinary 
firmness, and his exertions were crowned with 
considerable success, till, at length, he had the 
satisfaction to witness the death of Lopez de 
Haro, the arrest of Don Juan, an4 the defeat of 
Alonso de la Cerda. 

Early in the spring of 12^, the kings of 
France and Castile had an interview at Bayonne^ 
where it was agreed that the infants de la Cerda 
should possess the kingdom of Murcia> on con- 
dition of doing homage for it to the king of 
Castile -, that Philip should use his interest with 
the pope for the confirmation of Sanchp*s mar- 
riage ; and that both princes should make war 
upon the king of Aragon, who had assisted th^ 
malecontents in the late disturbances. However^ 
on the accession of James to the throne of Ara* 
gon, the ancient treaty between the kingdoms 
was renewed ; a new treaty was concludied with 
the king of Granada 5 and the troops of AbeA 
Joseph were defeated with prodigious loss both by 
sea and land* 

Notwithstanding the tmmcrited cle* a n 
mency which the infant Don Juan had f • ^* 
received ftatn the king, he soon entered ^^^^' 
uito fftfsJx intrigues^ and actually offered to assist 
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Aben Joseph in the reduction of Tarefa, which 
bis brother, had lately wrested from .the infidels. 
His proposal was cheerfully accepted, and, with 
the assistance of five thousand Moorish cavalry^ 
4D^ a, suitable number o^ ii^fantry, he formed the 
^egc ,of Tarefa. Upon this <x:casion he cotn^ 
tnitted an act of unmaiily cruelty, which has 
Stamped eternal infamy upon . his name ; for, oq 
liearing that the governor of the city had a litUo 
son at nurse in a neighbouring village, he coo« 
trived to get the child into his posaessioik, and 
publidy threatened to cut his thruat, unless the 
place was immediately surrendered. This base 
aeclarati;»ii occasioning much disturbance amotig 
the garridpn, Alonso Perez de Gusman came 
upon the walls, and heard Don Juan repeat his 
threats. Don Alonso-. immediately drew his 
Bword and threw it to the infant, saying, '* If 
you, wh^» are a prince by birth, and a Christian 
\>y education, dare to perpetrate so execrable a 
crime, know that I /dare both to keep the town 
and to furnish you with a weapon." Ihis spirited 
address excited the admiration of all the troops; 
both Moors aiKl Christians ; but it had no effect 
upon the obdurate Don Juan : for he immedi- 
ately took up the sword, and sacrificed the help- 
less babe to his blind vengeance. The length of 
the siege gave the king an opportunity of march- 
ing to its relief; upon wi.icb ibt- Moors returned 
to MoJ^^co, and Don Juan took refuge with the 
king of .pranada. 

. P^ The king, Don Sancbo, -finding that 

hh health declined rapidly, resolved to 

^ ,take. the speediest irt'thod of arranging 

His concerns, previously to his expected dibsulu- 

.tion. Accordingly he convened several of his 

nobles 
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nobles and prelates, and made a will, hy wbkb 
he appointed the queen regent and tutoress of 
the infant Don Ferdinand, to whom all who were 
present took an oath of fidelity. H : afterward^ 
removed to Toledo, where he died in the eleventh 
year of bis reign, leaving behirtd him three sons, 
Ferdinand, Pedro, and Philip 5 and two daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth and Beatrix. 

Ferdinand IV, was solemnly inaugurated * y* 
in the cathedral church of ToKdo, irame- ' ' 
diately after the performance of brs fa- ^* 
ther's obsequies -, and Donna Maria, the qiieeit 
dowager, assumed the regency during his mi- 
oority: but, thrtugh every possibie precaution 
"was taken for the pr-cservation of tranquillity, 
the court was. soon involved in perpleXitieS, and 
the minds of the populace were considerably 
agitated by the pretensions of Don Juan and 
Alonso de la Cerda to the Castilian diadem : the 
rebeJhon of several powerful lords ; a formidable 
invasion contlucted by the kings of Aragon, 
France, Portugal, and Granada 5 and the loud 
demands of Henry, uncle to the deceased king, 
for the regency. 

In this alarming posture of affairs, the quectt 
resolved to make every reasonable concession, and 
actually resigned thcr government of the kingdonx 
to Don Henry, on condition of her retaining the 
care of her sou's person and e..ucation. She alst^- 
persuaded Don Juan to lay aSide his ill-founded 
pretensions, and lured the disaffected nobles back 
to their allegiance. 

Ilie DMional prospect was now tolerably se^* 
rcne, as the queen had restored tra .quillity 
among the Gastilians, and the numerous armiei 
of invaders had achieve^ fiotbing of import* 

ance; 
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fmce: bat fresh disorders were soon exdted by a 
restless faction ; Don Juan, with his intriguing 
adherents, again renonnced their allegiance; the 
ungrate^ ' rebel was proclaimed king at Leon, 
wHlst a' similar ceremony was performed for 
Alonso de Cerda at Sahagun; Taufa was in- 
vested by the kiqg of Granada ; and all things 
seemed to conspire against the existence of the 
present Castilian government. At lengthy how- 
ever, the Moors Were compelled to retire into 
their own dominions; an amicable treaty was 
concluded between Ferdinand and the king of 
Portugal; and the attention of the Castilians was 
agreeably engaged by a treaty of marriage be<r 
tween king Ferdinand and the iofanta. Donna 
Constanti^, of Portugal, and between Alpbonso, 
prince of Portugal 9Pd the infanta Donna Bea-ii 
tnz, of Castile, 

. j^ Conscious of his inability to wrest thQ 
i\nn' ^*^P^^^ ^^°™ Ferdinand*s hands, and 
vexed at the ill success of the confede- 
rates, Don Juan renounced his eipp^y title of 
^* IC^Pg of Leon and Galicia," and swore to the 
established succession in an assembly of the 
states. But he still kept up a private corre- 
spondence with the king of Aragon, and carried 
on his intrigues with such indefatigable perse? 
verance, tliat he even beguiled the young nio- 
jiarcb, and persuaded him to leave his mother. 
Ferdinand, however, soon perceived the impro- 
priety of his conduct, ^nd his seducer's scheme; 
was happily rendered abortive. 

Shortly after this occurrence, Ferdinand sor 
leronized his marriage with the infanta of Por- 
tugal; and the infant Don Henry died without 
i^sue^ fifter rendering hiinself obpoxious to thp 

greatest 
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greatest part of the oatioQ by thic absurdity of hlf 
private and public conduct. His estates were 
all seized by the king> and so little respect wat 
paid to his memory, that even the rights of sepul-i 
tore were neglected till the queen generousljf 
iqterfered^ ana expressed an intention of follow-* 
ing bis remains to the tomb. " Let his funeral/* 
said this magnanimous princess, " be suitable to 
his rank, for we ought to remember his birth and 
forget his faults.*' 

Afier the war had continued for some time, 
with various success, between the crowns of 
Castile and Aragon, some overtures for peace 
were made by tlie latter, and a treaty was con« 
eluded at Campillo, by which the Castilian mo- 
narch made some considerable concessions to 
his opponent. The people, however, were^ in 
all probability, anxious for peace, and these were 
the best terms that could then be obtained. 
About the same time Ferdinand referred the 
pretensions of the infanta de la Cerda to the 
kings of Aragon and Portugal, who determined 
that Don Alonso should have Albade, Tormes, 
Bejar, Valdecnrncja, and several other places^ 
the revenue of which wascoiiiputed at four hua- 
dred thousand mat vadics ; and that Don Ferdi- 
nand sh(}uld enjoy the revenue of an infant of 
Spain, on condition that both the princes should 
'pay homage to the king for their respective 
possession.s. 

After some severe conflicts with Don * t^' 
Junn de Lara, a noblcmau of high rank ,31.* 
and con^uiumate policy, the king re- 
solved to renew the war against the Moors, and 
urged the expediency of that measure with such 
success, that the states of V^ljadolid consented 
Vol. XV. V t(> 
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finality and great endowments of mind, by .whom 
be had a numerous issue, and on whom be la- 
vished his whole afRsction^ while his lawful wife 
was scarcely treated with decent respect. Some 
time after the commencement of this amour, 
the king received Don Aloiiso de la Cerda into 
favour $ instituted a new order of knightbodd^ 
called the Order of the Band ; and concluded a 
trace with the Moors, who had distressed his sub- 
jects beyond nieasure, and made themselves mas- 
ters of the important fortress of Gibraltar. 
' In the summer of 1335 the Castilian troops 
were caUed into action by an unprovoked irrup- 
tion of Henry de Solis, viceroy of Navarre j and 
the king was threatened with the direst calami- 
ties by ihe new intrigues of Don Juan Emanuel 
and Don Juan de Lara: but the invader was soon 
repulsed with great ^laughter, and the two trai- 
tors were first pfoscribed in the assembly of the 
states, and afterwards persuaded to elude de- 
sti-uction by making due submissions to their in- 
jured sovereign. 
. jy. Abul Assan, king of Morocco, hearing 

^' an encounter with the Castilians, assem^ 
Wed a numerous fleet and army in order to re- 
venge his death, and commenced hostilities with 
a degree of fur}*^ expressive of implacable r«sent- 
inent. The Castilian fleet was totally unable 
to resist the invaders, and fell a sacrifice in an 
unequal conflict 5 and the city of Tarefa was re- 
duced to great distress by the united exertions 
of the kings of Morocco and Granada. At 
length, however, the king of Portugal marched 
to his son -in-law^s assistance; the king of Ara- 
gon sent a fleets for the same purpose, under the 

command 
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coQHnand of Don Pedro de Moncado} and < a 
battle ensued » in which the Moorish princes were 
defeated with the toss of two hundred thousand 
men. 

Notwithstanding his ill success in this \ y% 
campaign, the king of Morocco still per- lo..* 
sisted in his sanguinary intentions, and 
seemed determined to return once niore into 
•Spain. Hereupon Alphonso formed the impor« 
tant project of reducing Algezira^ and, though 
every possible exertion was made against him by 
the enemy, it was at length surrendered, by the 
kings of Morocco and Granada, and the Casti- 
lian banner was displayed upon the walls, to the 
immortal lionour of this warlike prince and his 
feithful nobles. 

The |>eace which followed this memorable 
exploit proved to be of short duration ; and the 
military ardor of Alphonso prorapttd him to 
undertake the recovery of Gibraltar, which had 
been unfortunately lost during his minority. 
This project, having been approved in an assembly 
of the states, was immediately put in execution^ 
and the siege was continued for twelve months 
with unremitting assiduity on the part of the 
Castilians, whilst the king of Morocco was pre-^ 
\ented, by some domestic comn)otions, from at- 
tempting any thing for its relief. But at the 
very juncture when the garrison began to think 
of capitulating, a plague broke out in the Chris- 
tian camp, and Alphonso fell a sacrifice to its 
fury on the 26th of March 1349, in the tlurty- 
seventh year of his reign. 

The Castilian diadem now devolved * jv 
jnpon Don Pedro, the only surviving son ^^aq* 
of AJphonso and the tjueen. This prince^ ^' 

U 3 though 
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thougti only sixteen years of age, comitaenced 
his reign with snch cruel and sanguinary mea- 
sures^ as induced his subjects to brand him with 
the epithet of " Cruel." Leonora de Guzman 
was basely murdered, at the queen-mother's re- 
quest, in the very act of embracing her unfortu- 
nate children ; Garcilasso de la Vega, son to the 
chancellor of Burgos, was assassinated by the 
royal command ; the estates of Don Nunez dd 
Lara were confiscated witH(>ut the least shadow 
of justice ; and the remonstrances of the states, 
and the salutary advice of his grandfatlier, the 
king of Portugal, were equally despised and dis- 
regarded by the new sovereign. 

Don Pedro appears to have acted, upon all 
occasions, in the most cruel and tyrannical man- 
ner, insomuch that friends, relatives, ministers 
and allies, were frequently sacrificed without pity 
or distinction. He appears, however, to h.u« 
oeen susceptible of love, and to have bowed in. 
admiration before the shrine of benntyj for he 
became so violently enamoured of a laiiy of qua- 
lity, named Maria de Padilla, that his most infli- 
mous courtiers converted his passion to their pri- 
vate advantages ; and his subjects generally I >e- 
lieved him to be under the immediate power of 
witclKraft. 

Maria de Padilla was easily persuaded to be- 
come Pedro's mistress, though the queen dow- 
ager was actually treating of a marriage for her 
son with Donna Blanca, daughter of the duke of 
Bourbon, and the nuptials were, soon after, so- 
lemnized between the king and that heiress. 
However, the concubine retained her dominion 
Over the heart of her royal lover, and the unfor- 
tunate 
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ttmate bricle was sentenced first to solitary imprH 
sonnienty and afterward to death. 

These violent proceedings excited the munnurt 
of the people; and even the queen-mother, with 
several of the prime nobility, were so exasperated 
at bis repeated crnelties, that they determined to 
renounce their allegiance, and fortified themselves 
in the city of Torro, Pedro, however, took such 
active measures, and invested the place so quick* 
ly, that they were soon compelled to surrender, 
and such a number of victims were sacrificed to 
the king's resentment, that the queen dowager 
fainted at the horrid spectacle, and was removed 
to the palace in a fitnte of insensibility.. 

Shortly after the reduction of Torro, ^ a r\ 
war fi^oke out between the crowns of Cas- * g * 
tile and Aragon: and, though Pedro ' 

gained some considerable advantages in the first 
campaign, his measures were, in a great measure^ 
frnstraied by his own imprudence. The rebel- 
lion of Don Juan de la Cerda, and Alvaro Pere^ 
de (xuznian, seems to have inflamed his resent* 
ment, at this time, to a pitch of ungovernable 
fury ; and he was so extremely irritated at the 
cscjpe of some prisoners whom he had marked 
out for destruction, that he actually glutted his 
rrvcngo with the blood of his own brother 
Don Frederic, and of his cousin Don Juan of 
Arngon, each of whom was inhumanly butchered 
in the royal apartments. In the following year 
he caused his aunt, J)onna Leonora, to be put 
to death 5 ordered the widow of Don Juan of 
Aragon to be taken off by poison ; and or* 
dered a priest to be burnt alive for having pre* 
SumeJ to warn him of his approaching rate, 
J^iljt treasurer^ Samuel Levi^ was also butchered 

foe 
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for no otb^r reason than that the king might have 
an opportunity of appropriating his immense 
riches to> his own use. 

Mohammed Barbarossa, king of Granada, 
laving made an irruption into the Castilian terri- 
tories, Pedro concluded a peace with Aragon, in 
order to revenge this insult; and prosecuted the 
new war with such vigor^ that Mohammed soon 
found it impossible to resist his arms, and re- 
scued to elude destruction by a timely submission. 
With this intention he went in person to Seville, 
and was received with apparent cordiality: but 
the superb apparel of his attendants'^ and the re- 
}>ort of his own wealth, had such an effect upon 
the avaricious mind of Pedro, that the new vassal 
vras suddenly proclaimed a traitor, exposed to 
))ublic derision^ and eventually massacred^ with 
all his attendants. 
. * j^ About this time, died Maria Padilla, 

lafii* ^®3v*"g ^°® *^" ^"^ *^^^^^ daughters to 
the protection of her lover. Pedro was 

desirous of legitimating these children, and car- 
ried his design, in an assembly of the states, by 
asserting that he had espoused their mother pre- 
viously to his marriage with Donna Blaiica. 
Three witnesses were produced in support of 
this declaration j and Don Alphonso was ac- 
tcnowledged heir to the crown : but that prince 
Was soon summoned away by the angel of deatli -, 
and the king was so deeply afflicted at his loss, 
that he settled all his aifairs, under the apprehen- 
sion of falling a victim to unconquerable grief. 

Meanwhile, Henry de Transtamare, having 
escaped from the hands of bis unnatural brother, 
and obtained the protection of Charles V. king 
of France^ collected a prodigious number of ad-. 

venturer* 
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venturers for the conquest of Castile, under the 
banners of Bertrand du Gucsclin, and Count de 
la Marche, whom he appointed beads of the ex- 
pedition. Some Englisii officers also tendered 
their assistance, and the king of Aragon embraced 
"with ardour the scheme of deposing his cruel ene- 
my. Pedro exerted all bis abilities against the 
invaders, and carried on hostilities for some time 
with tolerable success} but his eiforts were at 
length overpowered, and Henry was solemnly 
placed on the throne of Castile. 

Pedro was no sooner assured that his rival had 
mounted the throne, than he retired to Guienne** 
and implored the assistance of Edward, surnamed 
the Black Prince. Edward cheerfully accepted 
an ofier which might counterbalance the glory of 
the French, and gave his suppliant a body of 
troops- which soon reinstated him in all his digni- 
ties; but his competitor soon found means to 
raise new auxiliaries, and a battle was fought, in 
-the spring of l3t)Q, between the two brotherg, 
which proved fatal to Don Pedro ; for the forces 
of that* prince were quickly defeated, and he was 
dispatched by tlie incensed victor^ and his attend- 
ants. I'his monster of cruelty died in the 
thirty-fourth yrar of his age, and the nineteenth 
of his reign. lie left behind him one hundred 
and My millions, in gold and silver, besides ail 
immense t:casn:c in plate and jewels: and had 
issue by tw.. coDcnbines besides Maria Padilla. 

Don HvA'.ry took immediate possession * -p. 
of his hrothf,r\s dominions, though his jo^q' 
precensions were disputed by many of 
thr C?istilian nobles, and he was threatened with 
fl fonnid 'ble invasion by the kings of Portugal, 
Aragon^ and Granada. To an ordinary mind 

these 
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these obstacles might have appeared iilsaperable^ 
but Henry acted with such prudence iu the cabi- 
net^ and such heroism in the tield, tbnt his ene- 
mies were eventually compelled to solicit a peace; 
and he found himself Sufficiently powerful to 
make a claim upon the Portuguese diademi. in 
right of a princess whom he had miirried. This 
claim occasioned some hostilities^ by which the 

fenerality of the people were necessarily sufferersi 
at these were soon terminated ^ and Henry re- 
tained the Castllian sceptre with great glory for 
ten years. Historians are much divided in their 
opinions of his death^ some affirming that he fell 
a victim to a natural disease, and others asserting 
that be was taken o(F by poison. 
A r\ I^on Juan succeeded his father without 
1370* opP*^^^^o*^* snd was solemnly crowned^ 
' "' with his consort Leonora, in the city of 
Burgos. He resembled the deceased prince, ex- 
ceedingly in his temper, and exerted himself upon 
all occasions to protect his subjects in the full en«> 
joyment of peace r yet he exhibited great courage 
in repressing the attacks of his enemies, *and ac- 
quired a considerable degree of reputation by the 
prudence and execution of his military designs. 
On the decease of his first queen he espoused 
the infanta Donna Beatrix of Portu':>al ; and by 
that marriage acquired a title to ihe dominions of 
his father-in-law Ferdinand. 

Shortly after the celebration of his second nup- 
tials, the king was informed that his brother Al- 
phonso had shaken off his allegiance, and forti- 
fied himself in Gijon. Accordingly he hastened 
to invest that place, and soon compelled the trai- 
tor to surrender. About the same time it was 
agreed, in an assembly of the states, that the era 

of 
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of Caesar, which had been hitherto used, should 
be laid aside for that of Christ. 

Upon the twenty-second of October, 1383, 

Portugal was involved in confusion by the death 

of Ferdinand, and Don Juan determined to assert 

bis right to the crown by force of arms : but, af« 

ter several sanguinary conflicts, be was ob]ige4 

to abandon his enterprise, and his own dominions 

were, soon afterwards, invadqd by John of Gaunt, 

duke of Lancaster. This Invader, however, 

consented to withdraw his pretepsions, on oon« 

dition that the infant Don Henry should espouse 

one of the duke's daughters; t^iat six hundred 

' thousand pieces of gold should be paid for tho 

expeuces of the war 5 that the duchess of ]lfan« 

caster should receive forty thousand franks pev 

annum ; and that the heir apparent to the crowix 

of Castile should bear the title of *' Prince of 

Asturias." 

Shortly after the cessation of hpstili- j^ -^ 
ties, Juan erected a new order of knight- i^qq' 
. hood, which h% styled that of the ^* Holy ^ * 
Ghost?* He also exerted hiipself successfully 
to obtain the dismissal of some Christians of 
distinction from the city of Morocco; and ha4 
the satisfaction of receiving their grateful' aC's 
knowledgments on the road to Burgos : but, 
whilst he was attending, with great delight, to 
some equestrian exercises, he was unfortunately 
thrown by his own horse, and crushed to death. 
Such was the unfortunate end of a n^onarch who 
was universally celebrated for his justice and 
munificeace, and who, upon one occasion, 
offered to resign his crown, under the idea that 
his people were qot sufficiently happy in his 
gdmiuistralioq, 

Henry 
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Henry III. had scarcely eptered the eleventh 
year of his age, when he succeeded his father oa 
the throne of Castile. The treasurj^ was, at this 
time, barthened with the maintenance of six 
princesses, besides the children of Pedro the 
Cruel ', and the intrigues of the duke de Bena- 
ventc were extremely perplexing to the regency. 
Henry, therefore, resolved to assume the ma-' 
dagement of affairs, and. In the thirteenth year 
of his age, espoused the princess Catherine of 
I^ncaster, pursuant to the will of his deceased 
parent. He then endeavoured to make some re- 
trenchments in the splendid establishments of the 
royal family, and, though this measure excited 
great disturbances, he carried his point, and com* 
pelled the rebellious princes and nobles to submit 
to his authorhy. He also renewed the truce, 
which Don Juan had concluded with the king of 
Granada; and effectually suppressed some fac- 
tions which had disturbed the public tranquilliiy 
of Murcia. 

A Yi ^" consequence of the furprisal of Ba- 
* * dajos, and a hostile attempt iipoo /Mbu- 
' querque, Don Henry resolved to make 
war upon Portugal, and made great prepara- 
tions for that purpose, both by laud and sea : 
in the course of a few months, however, he 
was prevailed on to conclude a truce for ten 
years, and turned his arms against the corsairs 
of Barbary, who had long given great annoy- 
ance to the Caslilians. In the summer of 1401 
the king received an embassy from Tamerlan« 
the Great 3 and in tlie following year, his brother, 
Don Ferdinand, instituted a new order of knight- 
hood, which he called de la Jarra, because the 
device was a jar, or Qgwer-pot^ iUled with lilies. 

la 
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- In the spring of 1404, the kfng convened an 
assembly of the states at Madrid, and caused 
some new laws to be enacted for moderating 
the exorbitant usury which bad been hitherto 
taken by the Jews $ and for obliging the concu- 
bines of priests to wear a mark of distinction 
upon their head dress. In the course of this year 
he built the royal palace of Madrid, which was 
afterwards destroyed by fire^ the alcazal of 
Murcia; and the pleasant country villa called 
Fardo. 

Whilst Henry was employed in adorning and 

Providing for the security of his dominions, the 
ioors seemed disposed to renew hostilities, and, 
after some time, the king of Granada Inid siege 
to Guezada with an anijy of four thousand 
horse, and twenty-five thousand foot. The in- 
vader, however, was repulsed with considerable 
loss, and Don Henry began to entertain a hope 
of subverting the Moorish kingdom ) but whilst 
he was projecting a scheme for the extirpation of 
the inficleU, he vlied of a slow poison which had 
been either ignorantly or maliciously adminis- 
tered by a Jewish physician. His funeral ob-> 
scquies were performed with the utmost solem- 
nity, and the generality of his subjects deplored 
bim, with tears of real distress, as one of the best 
and Yhoat indulgent princes that had ever swayed 
the Castilian sceptre. 

Don Juan II. was but fourteen months old at 
the time of his fathers death, but he found a sin- 
cere friend in the person of his uncle Ferdinand, 
who indignantly rejected some biise insinuations 
of the nobles, and avowed his intention of sup- 
porting the interests of tlie young sovereign to the 
uimost of his ability. 

Vol. XV. X The 



^0 SPAIir. 

The Moors boped to take adf^ntage of tho 
king*s minority, and exerted themgelves so vi^ 
gorously, that they brought an army of eightir 
thousand combatants into the field ; but Ferdi* 
pand repulsed them with great success, and the 
combined squadrons of Tunis and Tremecen 
were utterly defeated by the Castilians. The king 
of Granada, however, continued to levy fresh 
forces^ and resolved to attempt the reduction of 
Alcaudeta ; but bis army was soon compelled to 
raise the siege, and he solicited a truce for eight 
months, which was readily granted, and after^ 
wards extended at the request of bis sac* 
cessor. 

Toward the close of the year 1412. Don Per* 
dinand was elected to fill the throne of Aragon, 
^nd immttdiately repaired to Saragossa, wheie 
the ceremony of his coronation was performed 
with due solemnity. He met, indeed, with a 
formidable opposition from the count de Urgeh 
but, by the assistance of some Castilian forces^ 
jie humbled his competitors ambition, and es- 
tablished himself firmly in his new dominions. 
JFIowever, he did not long enjoy his new dignity s 
for he died on the second of Apnl, 14l6, leavinjg 
the crown to his son Alphonso, By the demise 
of this amiable prince, the regency of Castile de- 
volved solely upon the queen dowager; who 
made choice of a council to assist her in the ad- 
ministration, and continued to instruct her son in 
the best manner that was possible amidst the ca- 
bals by which he was surrounded. Tiiis princess 
died on the first of June 1418, ^nd her son, 
though only in his twelfth year, was proclaimed 
of full age, and married to Donua Maria, daughter 
of the king of Aragon. 

Shortly 
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Shortly aAer be had assumed the go- a jy 
ireroment, the king fell into tlic hands ' ' 
of bis cousin, Henry of Aragon, who *^* 
on pretence of providing for bis safety, detained 
hiro prisoner at Tordesiilas^ till he was liberated 
by Don Alfarez de Luna, constable of Castile, 
-who, afterwards, became his particular favourite 
and adviser. 

The behaviour of Don Henry on this occasion 
inspired the king with the utmost rage, and in« 
doced him to throw the offender into confine'* 
Itoent; the infant Don Juan was also compelled 
to disband his troops ; and the misunderstanding 
XDse 80 high between the crowns of Castile ana 
Aragon, that military preparations were made 
on both sidei! The commencement of hostilities, 
liowever, was delayed ; and a treaty was at length 
coQclitdcd, by which Don Henry was to be set at 
liberty; and restored to his possessions, and the 
circumstance of his imprisonment was to be for- 
given by the king of Aragon. 
' Scarcely had the two monarchs executed this 
treaty, before the Castilian nobles began to cla- 
axmr against Alvarez de Luna, and carried their 
accttsations to such a pitch, that the king was 
obliged to banish his tiavourite from court : yd 
iStkc turbulent lords were dissatisfied, and, after 
aereral violent disputes, the constable was re- 
called bv a. majority of voices. This occurrence 
was followed by a sanguinary war between the 
crowns of Castile and Aragon, and some for« 
inidable exertions of the Castilian malecontents ; 
but the king, Don Juan, was generally victorious, 
and eventually obtained a peace upon honourable 
tcrnoa. 

X 2 Anxious 
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Anxious to render some im|x>rtant' service to 
his country, and to acquire a greater degree of 
military reputation, Don Juan resolved to turn 
bis arms upon the infidels, and took the earliest 
opportunity of coming to a general engagement. 
Accordingly he appeared, at the head of a nu- 
merous army, in the plmns of Granada, and de- 
feated the enemy, with the loss of thirty thou** 
sand men. In the course of the same year, the 
conqueror concluded an advantageous treaty > 
with the king of Portugal ; and caused the king- 
of Granada to be dethroned by Joseph Ben Ma- 
ley, grandson of that unfortunate prince whp 
perished by the tyrannical command of Pedro- 
the Cruel. 

After some obstinate conflicts with Don Jaaa* 
de Soto, grand master of Alcantara, the infants* 
Henry and Pedro, and other malecontents, tho- 
king renewed hostilities against the Moors with- 
tolerable success ; but though he triumphed re- 
peatedly over these formidable enemies, and con--> 
eluded an advantageous peace with the kings of 
Aragon and Navarre, his dominions were coo*' 
vulsed by factions, and a spirit of rebellion seemed- 
to reign predominant among his people; fresh ^ 
clamours were also raised against Alvarez de 
Luna 'f the queen concurred in the measures of • 
the rebel chiefs ; the prince of Asturias took up 
arms against his roval father, aad twice made hiov 
prisoner ; many ot the princijBi nobles were ar- 
rested, proscribed, and executed ; and Don Alva-- 
rez, who had never been remiss in his duty upon 
thcise critical occasions, was eventually abandoned 
by his patron, and doomed to perish by the handg 
of a public executioner. 

^ Thi* 
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Thw Racnficc of the grand master of St. lago 
and high constable, was accompanied with great 
pomp, in order to make the stronger impression 
oil the spectators. The scaffold was erected in 
one of the most public places in Valladolid^ and 
upon a table stood a crucifix, between two light- 
ed flambeaux. When the sentence of death mtis 
read to the prisoner, he ncknuwledged that his 
ui>» bad merited a severer punishment, and re- 
miiKled one of his attendants, that his hat and 
ring, which he presented to him in a most af^Vc- 
ttonate manner, were the last favours he bad to 
bestow. He then questioned the executioner re- 
specting the use of a high pole with an iron hook 
aflijied to the top of it, and, on being informe^d 
th;U bis head was tu be placed upon it, he cx- 
cHiimed, •* You may do as you please with my re- 
mains; for no death can be shameful which is 
•npported with courage and intrepidity.'* Afier 
expressing a wish that the prince of Asturias 
might not follow the example o( t4>e reigning mo- 
narch, in remunerating his old serva:>ts, he laid 
bimself upon a carpet, and, without the least a}>- 
parent emotion, 8ubnMtted his throat to the execu- 
tioner's poniard. His head wasv then severed tVom 
his body, and exposed to the view of the populace. 
His rennains were interred at St. Andrews, where 
criminals were usually buried : but permission 
was, afterwards, |;ranted to remove ihem to the 
dmrcb of St. Fri<ncis, in VHllad«)lid, and from 
thence to St. James's chapel, belonging to the 
cathedral of Toledo, which was of his own 
foundation. 

The king, Don Juan, is said to have expressed 
much regret at the loss of tlii**^ minister : for 
be soon found that ii>^reHrl of sUcncing the ca- 
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bals of bis courtiers by so great a sacrifice, he hsA 
lessened his own power of curbing their inso- 
lencCj and he was eventuaHy induced to keep a 
guard of eight thousand lances about hk^ <iwn 
person. These circumstances preyed considera- 
bly upon his spirits, and threw him into a fever, 
which put a period to his life en the tweaty-fi»t 
of July 1453. 

J. jv Henry IV. took possession of the va- * 
^ * cant throne, imnaedtateiy after the per- 
' formance of his father*s obsequies ; and 
affected, by his behaviour as a sovereign, to ob- 
literate all recollection of the actions u liich h.^l 
been perpetrated by the prince of Astiiri;»s. He- 
liberated some persons of distinction from pri- 
son ; repevved theancieni; alliarice with the courts 
of France; regulated the treaty of acconuTJOvla- 
dalion which had been begun l)etween his pre- 
decessor and I he queen of Aragon ; and con- 
trived to negotiate a marriage wiih Dorusa 
Joanna, infanta of Portngal, though that princess 
was no straoger to the suspicions which had beea 
e^kcited among the Spaniards by t,he dissolution 
of his ^bra^er marriage with the infanta of Xi(- 
■ varre. . . ^/^ 

The spring of 1454 opened with an expeditba 
against the Mof)rs ; but nothing was accomplisb- 
cd worthy of particular narration. The king 
then resolved on an excursion to the coast of 
Barbary, and accomplished his design,, thougb 
not without much difficulty and danger. Dur* 
ing his absence a confederacy was formed^ 
among some of the Cabtilian lords, to procure a 
reformation in the government, and he had the 
morti^cation to hear his conduct loudly con* 
4«mncd as altogetbcr unworthy the- name and 

character 
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iftaracter of a sorereign prince. However, he 
thought it advisable to adopt lenient measures, 

'and promised that all grievances should be re- 
dressed, provided the progress of the war against 
the infidels were not impeded. This declaration 
seemed to produce its desired success ; for the 
states consented to carry on hostilities against 

^ the enemies of their religion ; and a dangerous 
rebellion which had been raised, in Murcia, by 
Don Alonso Fijardo, was happily suppressed. 

Henry, however, was conscious of meriting 
the contempt of his nobles, and laboured to 
shield himself from the effects of their resent- 
ment by raising up new families to considerable 
posts of honour, supposing that gratitude would 
unquestionably follow such signal marks of 
favour. With this view he made Michael Luc> 
]iis secretary, constable, though the towns whicU 
he assigned for his revenue refused to acknow« 
ledge their new master : bestowed tlie master- 
ship of Alcantara on Gomez de Soils, a gentle- 
man of decayed fortunes ; and made Bernard dc 
la Cueva master of his household. 

The generality of historians have . y. 
agreed that Henry IV. was juRtly siis- , l/?.* 
pected of impotence, and his own subjects 
were of opinion, that the infanta Donna Joanna^ 
whb was born in the year 1401, was in reality tho 
ihiit of an illicit commerce between the queen 
and Bernard de la Cueva, the king's chief fa* 
Toarite. Henry was extremely anxious to per- 
suade the people into a contrary belief, and 
caused the infanta to be solemnly acknowledged 
heiress of the crown -, but many of the nobles 
treated this proceeding with the utmost con« 
. . tempt^ 
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tempt, and even called the young princess, 
«' Bertraneja, or the little Bertrand." 

The court of Castile seems to have been a 
theatre of contention between the two principal 
favourites, Bernard, de la Caeva, and the mar-* 
quis de Villena j as the king evidently delighted 
in exciting them against each other by bestow- 
ing the spoils of the one upon the other, accord- = 
ing as he withheld or lavished his kindness. At 
length, however, Villena triumphed over bis . 
competitor, though he endeavoured to advance 
the interests of Beitraneja, by advising Henry 
to bestow his sister, in marriage, on the king of 
Portugal. Isabella replied, " that she would never 
marry without the copsentof the states of Castile:*' 
upon which Villena caused both her and her brother 
Alphonso to retire from the court, and, soon after, 
gratified his resentment by favouring a league 
which had been formed against his weak master. 

While the king was overwhelmed with con- 
sternation at the idea of a general revolt, the 
confederates caused a spacious theatre to be* 
erected in the great plain that lies on one side of. 
Avila, so that all the multitude resorting thither 
might liavc a clear view and comprehension of 
the whole business. Upon a magnificent throne, 
in the centre of the stage, sat the figure of Don 
Henry with a diadem on his head, a sceptre in 
bis hand, and the royal robe on his^ shoulders. 
After a pause of considerable length, a herald 
came forward, and read a declaration containing 
the motives which were accounted sufiScient for 
depriving him of the regal dignity. Whilst the 
herald was thus employed, the archbisliop of 
7oledo^ the marquiis de Villena^ the grand oias*- 

ler 
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ter- of Alcantara/ and three other persods of dis- 
tinction, stnpped the image of all the royal or- 
fianientSy and kicked it away from the throne, 
adding the most abusive and coutumelious Ian* 
gu9ge; The infant Don Alphonso was then 
^aced on the throne with all possible solemnity ^ 
all the prelates and nobl^es who were present did 
liomage to him ^ the standards were displayed 
m his name ; the* trumpets sounded -, and the' 
pfarns of Avila resonnded with exclamations of 
^f Castile ! Castile ! Long live the king, Don Al*; 
phonso of Castile and Leon !" 

After this extravagant act of rebellion, the 
inrchbisbop of Toledo proposed mardiing, at Xhe^ 
hcsA of- a numerous army, to crush tlie king at 
Salamanca : but the marquis de Villena started 
several objections against that motion, and gnve 
notice to Don Henry to be upon bis guard. 
The archtMshop 'was much displeased at his 
lief>iiew*8 subsequent conduct ; but Villena con* 
trtved, by a master-stroke of policy, to reinstate 
himself in his good opinion. The king also re-^ 
covered the favour of the confederates, by promis* 
ing to give his sister to Don Pedro de Giron, Vil* 
feua's brother ; but whilst the preparations were 
making for the nuptials, the intended bridegroom 
was summoned to a future state, and Isabella re- 
joiced in her deliverance from such an unequal 
onion. 

Notwithstanding the death of Giron, the sus* 
pension of arms between the king and the male- 
contents continued ; and he was at length re- 
established on the throne by the demise of; the 
yi^iing Alphonso, which, though extremely sud- 
den, does not appear to have been occasioned by 
imfair means. 

Tbit 
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. Tbk accident was no sooner made public tbaH 
the archbiishop of Toledo and the grand masit^ 
of St. James conducted the hifanta. Donna Isa- 
bella, to Avila, and offered to place the crowa 
^pon her head ; but she modestly declined tbek* 
proposal^ reminding them that the Castilian dia« 
dem was held from God by the laws, and observ- 
ing, that they would render her a more accep<;abte 
service by prevailing on the king to declare her 
presumptive heiress of^bis dominions. This vo6r^ 
mation was received with the utmost applaosein 
Henry was informed of his sister*s loyal incloM- 
^ions ; -and the succession was, soon afterwardi» 
altered in favour of Isabella. 
• The marriage of the royal heiress was mnw 
l})e chief object of consideration, as upon thaC 
must necessarily depend the lustre of the crowA' 
9nd the tranquillity of the nation. Don Juas^ 
king of Aragon, earnestly desired to procure 
the princess for his son Don Ferdinand, ivfooei 
he had recently invested with the sovereign^ 
of Sicily; the king of Portugal sent an am- 
bassador to demand the infanta's hand ; and m 
similar proposal arrived soon after from tihe 
duke of Berry. Isabella quickly fixed her 
clKHce, and, by the assistance of the archbishop 
of Toledo, was married to the king of Sicily M 
ihe cathedral of Valladolid. Don Henry wjmi 
highly incensed at this measure, which had 
been taken without his privity ; and expressed 
his resentment, soon after, by issuing out an. 
edict which annulled the treaty of accomnaoda- 
tion with Isabella, and declared the right <Gf 
succession to be in the infanta Donna Joaamu 
By the advice of Villena, that princess was be- 
trothed to the duke de Berry, but he died bo^ 

fore 
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fyft tbe nnpdals could be celebrated: a new 
•cbeme was set on foot for marrying her t« 
Don Henry, of Aragon ; but this also was ren- 
dered aboFtive, and the marquis de Vlllena went 
IB person to Portugal, with the hope of effecting 
an nnioD between Bertraneja and the sovereign of 
that kingdom. 

Towards the close of 1473 a temporary re- 
conciliation was effected between the king and 
liift sister^ and the king of Sicily was politely 
nirited to Segovia ; but Villena soon inspired 

' Iris master with fresh prejudices, and exerted his 
talents so successfully, that both the princess 
and her husband would have been arrested, if 
the former had not found an asylum in the 
citadel of Segovia, and the latter saved himself 
by a precipitate retreat. 

The marquis de Villena exerted all his elo- 

. quence to accomplish his d?sign with respect to 
JDonna Joanna, and he, at length, brought tl)e 
Portuguese monarch to promise that he would 
accept the proposal, if he: could arrange affairs 
in such a manner as to afford any probability 
of success. Villena, however, was soon carried 
off by a disorder. in the throat, and his death 
was <}oickly followed by that of his royal 
patron. 

Don Henry had been, for some time, a r) 
in a languishing state of health; and .j^/ 
ih^* appearance of his approaching dis- ^ 
solution induced his physicians to put him in 
mind of preparing to leave the world. Upon this 
intimation, cardinal Mendoza, the connt de 
liennvente^ and the young marquis de Villena, 
vrre summoned to court 3 where the king con*- 
lessed> and received the sa(;rament. On being 

asked 
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tlic war with such resolution, that the king ci 
Portugal thought proper to purchase a ^ce at 
the expence of his ambition ; and the iofauta 
Joanna retired into a noonaslery. 

Ferdinand and Isabella were certainly per- 
sons of great prudence, and admirably ad^ed 
to govern those extensive territories which had 
long groaned beneath the ill effects of contend* 
ing parties and divided powers : yet they do not 
seem to have merited all the praises which have 
been lavished upon their characters by Spanish 
historians. They did not live like man and wi/e, 
but rather like two sovereign princes in dose 
alliance ; they 'seeraed to be united rathcrhy the 
bonds of interest than the silken chains of love, 
and they were frequently jealous of each other in 
tl^e ;administration, though they generally acted 
upon the same principles and forwarded the same 
purposes.. 

The first object of their attention, snbsequcDt 
to the peace with Portugal, was the regulation 
of the government, which the late civil wars 
had thrown into the most dreadful confusion* 
Rapine, outrage, and. murder, had become so 
common in most parts of the country,- that com- 
merce was interrupted, and even the intercourse 
between distant towns was, in a great measure, 
suspended. These evils were therefor^ sop- 
pressed by the timely interposition of the sove- 
reigns, and the spirits of tlie Castilians were 
revived by the institution of several requisite 
and salutary lawst but whilst their catholic 
majesties were thus employed in giving vigour 
to their government and tranquillity to weir 
people, an intemperate zeal led them to intro- 
duce an ecclesiastical tribunal into (h'eir donii- 

oioxu> 
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itloDS, wlitch were equally disgraceful to human 
nature, aad iocomistent with the mild spirit of 
Christlanitv. This was the court of inquisi- 
tion, which was authorized, by the Roman pon- 
tiff, to decide upon tlie liberty, fortune, and life 
of any individual who should be accused of ho]J« 
ing heretical opinions, or of expressing any con- 
tempt for the ceremonies of the church, without 
his being allowed to offer a defence, or even to 
be confronted with his accuser. Two thousand 
persons are said to have suf&red death under 
Torquemada, the £rst inquisitor general; and 
a prodigious number of Jews and Mahometans, 
quitted the country with precipitation in order to 
elude a similar fate. 

The increasing strength of the Spanish go- 
vernment announced to the Moors tbeir sure de* 
atructiou ; and tbeir cathdic majesties made 
formidable preparations for the reduction of 
Granada, which now alone remained of all the- 
Mahometan possessions in Spain. To this at- 
tempt they were equally induced by a thirst of 
fame and an ardent desire of planting the Chris- 
tian faith in that fertile territory ; a crusade was 
readily granted by the pope for the accomplish- 
ment of that desh-able project ; and the un- 
happy -dissentions which prevailed among the 
Moors facilitated the design of their formidable 
enemies. Ferdinand marched into the. Moorisii^ 
dominions at tlie head of a numerous army, and, 
with the assistance of his royal consc/rt, gained 
8ome important advantages : the cities of Ma- 
laga, Baza, Guadix, and Alnieria, were succes- 
siveJ/ taken ; all communication with Africa 
was totally cut oif > and the ci.ty of Granada 
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was invested, after a sanguinary war of several 
years continuance, by the Christian forces. 
A 1^ Every reader who is possest of the least 
.\ ' sentiment of humanity must c6mmiserate 

^ * the sad fate of the unfortunate Moors, who' 
were, at tliis juncture, distressed by a- scarcity of 
provisions, crowded together in one city, and be- 
sieged by an army of seventy thousand men. 
Conscious of their approaching ruin, and rendered 
frantic by despair, they sometimes assembled in 
tumultuous crowds to implore the assistance of 
their prophet, tp load their unfortunate king with 
execrations, or to weep in indescribable anguish 
over the tombs of their ancestbrs : sometimes 
they rushed out with unbridled fury upon the 
Christians, as if anxious to meet the death which 
they all expected; and sometimes they sunlt 
into a, stupor through mei^ weariness, and 
seemed entirely regardless of their fate. After 
a siege of eight months, however, the place was' 
surrendered, on condition, that the inhabitants 
should retain possession of their houses and in-' 
heritances, and enjoy the exercise of their reli- 
gion, and that the king, Abdali, should receive 
the revenues of some fertile territories in the 
mountains of Alpnjarros. Thus the important 
fortress of <jranav.ia, after having been held by 
the Moors near seven hundred and eighty years, 
was again brought under the power of the Chris-' 
tians, and the banner of the cross, together with 
the standards of St. James and Castile, were 
triumphantly displayed on the towers of the 
Aihambra. 

After delineating the lively distress of the 
Moors during the siege of their capital, it is 

but 
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but jasttce to remiark that Ferdinand ahd Isa- 
bella frequently employed indulgence, clemency, 
and persnasion^ tp facilitate their designs ; that 
they readily permitted any persons to remove ' 
into the Christian states, or to retire to Africa j 
and that they planished with the most exem- 
plary severity two Spanish captains who had 
murdered some of the Moors committed to theit 
care. 

The Mahometans of Granada were, for some 
time, alFowed the' full enjoyment of their ancient 
worship, though they were eventually compelled 
to abjure it or to quit the country ; biit the Jcrwg 
were persecuted with great severity immediately 
after the reduction of the city ; and near eight 
hundred thousand individuals of that nation 
were driven into bafnishment at the expiratioa 
ofsixmhnths. About this time, Christo- . j^ 
pher Columbus conchided a contract with ^aqo' 
Donna Isabella for the discovery of new ^ * 
countricis, which he accomplished with so much 
honour to himself and advantage to the crown of 
Castile ; afnd the counties ot Cerdagne and Rou* 
•illon were restored by. Charles VIII. of France 
previously to his expedition against Italy. Their^ 
caiho.ic majesties likewise concluded an alliance 
with the femperor Maximilian, and a treaty of 
mariiage between their daughter Joanna ana his 
eon Philip, archduke of Austria, and sovereign 
of the Netherlands. Jn the following year, tb6 
princess Margaret of Austria arrived in Spain], 
and bestowed her hand on the prince of As- 
turias^ and Donna .Isabella, who had passed 
her time, during her widowhood, in acts of de« 
votion, was prevailed on to espouse the king 
of Portugal. Both these manciages^ however^ 
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driven by stress of weather into am English" 
port, Henry VII. would not permit them to 
resurae their voyage till they had an interview 
at Windsor, Some authors have supposed that 
Phi]ip*8 stay in England was protracted against 
his will ', but he was certainly treated with all 
possible respect, and entered into a close alliance 
with the British monarch. On his return to 
Spain, he required his father-in-law to abdicate 
the regency -, and Ferdinand, after several con- 
ferences, consented to retire into his own do-' 
minioni. But the Castilians had ample cause 
to regret this change of the administration, and 
on the death of * Philip, which happened on the 
25th of September 1506, the principal nobiikt3r 
dftermined to recall ; the king of Aragon.- 
There were, indeed, 'many persons in Castile, 
M this period, who refused to submit to Fer- 
dinand's authority, and clamoured for the inter- 
ference of Maximilian : but these were eventually 
silenced by spirited measures ; and a successful 
expedition against the city of Oran, in Africa, 
added fresh lustre to the resrent's fame. 

Upon this, and several other occasions, Fer- 
dinand received much im{>ortant service frona. 
c.irdinal Ximenes, who united in his character 
some uncommon qualities, and who employed 
the revenues of his benetice in augmenting the 
glory of his country. He raised himself to the 
archbishopric of Toledo by his extraortlinary 
merit, and his actions, both of a public and 
private nature, were highly creditable to the 

• The death of Philip completed the mental derange- 
ment of his unfortunate wife, and rendered it indispen- 
sably necessary that Ferdinand should resume the admU 
ni&tratiDn. 

cede* 
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ecclesiastical profession. A singular anecdote 
Js related of this amiable man. Having paid 
a visit to the place of jbis nativity, he sarprised 
^ female relation who was not very opulent> 
in the act of preparing bread for her family. 
The woman felt embarrassed at the entrance 
of her noble visitor, and attempted to retire in 
order to change her apparel : but the good car- 
dinal stopped her and said, *' Your dress and 
employment are extremely becoming. I there- 
fore desire that you will give yourself do trod- 
ble about any thing but your bread, and take 
care that it does not burn." He always expressed 
the warmest gratitude to God for his good for- 
tune, and exerted himself, upon ail occasions, to 
alleviate the sorrows or to supply the wants of 
his indigent countrymen : and Spain was indebt- 
ed to him for several establishments worthy of 
yoyal magnificence. 

About the close of the year 1511, Ferdinand 
sent the duke of Alva with a small arniy to. 
demand a passage through the king of Navarre's 
territories into France : and on the rejection of 
his request, he made himself master of Pam- 
peluna and the greatest part of the kingdom. 
The French made some vigorous attempts to 
recover it, but they were soon repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, and the duke of Alva complete-d 
a conquest, which added great lustre to the Spa- 
nish cix)wn, and augmented the fame of Fcrdi- 
nand*s admirable policy. 

In the ensuing spring, his catholic majesty 
fell into a languishing habit of body, and a 
deep melancholy settled upon his mind, whicK 
admitted of no diversion, and baffled all the 
skill of the most able physicians. However, 

be 
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he attended regularly to the affairs of govern- 
ment^ and took every possible precaution to 
preserve the tranquillity of his people, till the 
22d of January, 151 (), when he ex4)ired, ia the 
sixty-fourth year of his age, and the forty- se- 
cond of his reign. By his last will. Donna Jo" 
anna was declared sole heiress of all his doroi- 
nion8> or^ failing her, his grandson Don Car* 
k>8. He led the infant Don Ferdinand a reve- 
nue of fifty thousand ducats : and bequeathed , 
an annual pension of thirty thousand florins to 
bis queen Germana. The regency of Castile 
was entrusted to the hands of cardinal Ximenes i 
and that of Aragon was vested in the archbishop 
of Saragossa. The royal corpse was interredi 
near that of Isabella, in the city of Granada > 
and the public loss was lamented with mark» 
of universal and unfeigned sorrow. The ene- 
mies of Ferdinand have endeavoured to blacken 
bis diaracter with several base imputations > 
but, upon an' impartial review of his conduct^ 
it appears that he was one of the wisest and most 
illustrious princes that ever enjoyed sovereign 
power. 

As soon as the last mournful duties had been 
paid to the deceased monarch, a letter arrived 
fh>m Brussels, in which the archduke confirmed 
^menes in the regency, and expressed his in- 
tention of assuming the regal title. Accord- 
ingly the royal standard was displayed in the 
name of Charles the first, and the council 
unanimously expressed their- approbation of a 
measure which they could not have opposed 
with any probability, of success. 

Some c« the Castilian nobles, however, were^ 
displeased with the regent's conduct^ and sent 
^ . a depu« 
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a deputation to demand a sight pf the powers 
by which he acted. Ximenes readily conseoted 
to gratify their request, and, at an appointed 
time, showed them a corps of two thousand 
veteran troops drawn up, with their artillery, 
before the palace. *' These,*' said he, " are the 
powers with which I shall govern Spain till the 
xirrival of"*' ray sovereign.** The malecontents 
were astonished at this unexpected spectacle, and 
withdrew in silence. 

Aa the government of Ferdinand bad thrown 
a considerable weight of property into the 
hands of the commonalty, Ximenos granted 
commissions of array, and by this stroke of 
policy created a standing army of thirty thou* 
sand men, wiio were willing to serve upon any 
emergency without any pecuniary remuneration. 
About the snjne time, the dethroned king of 
Navarre was defeated in an attempt for the re» 
covery of his dominions -, and the famous cor* 
sair Barbarossa took possession of Algiers. 

Ximenes continued the discharge of his im<^ 
portant duties with equal firmness and modera^ 
tion, till he was apprised of the king's arrival at 
6t. Andero : but his administration does not 
seem to have given universal satisfaction $ for 
whilst he Was hastening to meet his royal mas- 
ter his viands were poisoned, and he expired o/ti 
the 8th of November 1517, «fter devoting the 
greatest part of his life to the encouragement 
of literature, the alleviation of distress, and the 
general benefit of this country. One instance of 
bis amiable generosity is too interesting to be 
passed over in silence. Being shown a remarka* 
ble fine jewel, and urged to purchase it, he 
^observed, '< This jewel is extremely pretty, end 

may 



252 SPAIK. 

may probably be worth the money ; but as the 
army has been just disbanded, I can with 
the value of thU jewel send two hundred indi- 
gent soldiers to their families, each with a piece 
of gold in bis pocket.** He wrote several tbeo-. 
loffical treatises; expended prodigious sums in 
pnnting the Complutensian edition of the Holy 
Scriptures, the Mozarabic liturgy, and the works 
of Tostatus ; and settled an annual revenue of 
fourteen thousand ducats upon his university of 
Alcala.' In short, his life was truly honourable, 
jmd the retrospect of h^s conduct afforded him 
indescribable satisfaction at the awful moment x>f 
dissolution. . , 

A T\ In the month of January, an assera- 
15 IS blyofthe states was convened at Valla- 
dolid, where, after some warm debates, 
they took the usual oaths to their new sovereign, 
•and granted him a free subsitly of six hundred 
thousand ducats, on condition of his promising 
to observe some popular laws which had been 
passed during the reign of his predecessor. Si- 
milar measures were soon after taken at Saragos- 
sa, and the queen Germana made a voluntary 
cei^sion of her rights to the kingdom of Navarre, 
in favour of his catholic majesty. Tl.is year also 
the Spaniards triumphed over the corsair Barbaros- 
sa J and Charles was elected king of the Romans. 

Early in the ensuing spring the king took a 
journey to Catalonia, where he appeased the dis- 
content of the principal inhabitants, and acquired 
some degree of popularity. Here also he re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of his grandik* 
ther Maximilian, and of his own election to th« 
imperial dignity. \ 

The pleasure resulting from this augmenta- 
tion 
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tion of power, and n tjimnph over his* compc- 
titor Francis, was considtrably allayed hy tlie spi* 
J*!! of disafttTi litin \Uii;.h broke out, about thi» 
timt», ill varioa-{ parts of Spain. The city of Va- 
kncia was at once distracted by rebellion, and de- 
popalated by a raging jwistilence ; the states were 
thrown into ccnnplcte confusion by being con« 
vened in an extraordinary manner; and all rnnks 
of jx»ople were overwhelnied with consternanon 
when their sovereign proposed leaving thpin, iu 
order to take prnisession of his new dominions. 
Charles, howe\ tr, etftu led all hii designs, either, 
h^ii^^*^^^^*^''^^^^ cr n^cn 'Ct's, and obtained a subnidy 
'of two bundled niiliions of m.iravedifs, not with- 
standing the spiiited opposition of 1 oledo, Sa!a- 
tiianca, and sevrral oihcr cities. He then in-^ 
vested cardinal Adrim v»'ilh the regency of hii» 
dominiotis; and civ«harl-.ed, with a numerous traia 
of attendants, tor Eiwland, where he contrived if^ 
give Henry VII { s-;ni(^ very favouralde injpre»- 
kHtnn of his c'»r.r'( (cf and intentions; and aiso to. 
lix cardin.d Wolscy ih his intercuts by some mag- 
nificent present-* and more i.-itercsting pron]ises. 
Clinilen ha I SLiirrdy lift his Spanish . y^ 
don:i>iions, Ix-fon^ ti.c embers oi discon- "J ' *" 
tent hujst out ic.to a general (lame, and ' • 
mcwt of ih^ I'leai citit-s in C'slilc threw otf theili 
alWgiar.ccH; D'li Junn P.idilia, at the rc(]ueat of 
his wiiie M^nia P>;ch co. put Limself at tiie head 
of themalecoiitt^ru, and macfe himsjelf master of 
'f ordcHiU w, on prcieiKC of providing for the sc** 
curity (jf <Jie ipiccn. '1 hesi^ pn cecdings mra* 
sioned SMcb univer:»ai const crnalion^ thitt llxr yt)}d[ 

* Fr;tnci3 L had declared himself :i c.inc!jdatc for tliccj;^* 
pirc: and his pretccjitt^ni wcjrc suppurt( J hy (li^iiy pov.> 
tt€\i\ and eiuoiK-ot Jpart^yu^. 

Vqx..XV. Z tfoiuiwil 



25A SPAiw. 

council deemed it expedient to disperse as fast 
as possible, and tlie regent returned, with some 
difficuity, from the exasperated inhabitants of 
Valladoiid. At lengtli however, a formidable 
body of troops was raised by the cardinal and his 
colleagues, and the rebels were defeated with 
prodigious slaughter. Similar commotions ex- 
isted, about the same time, in' Valencia, and 
Majorca : Fontarabia, iu the bay of Biscay, fell 
into the hands of the French; and Italy was ra- 
vaged by a sanguinary war between the emperor 
and Francis I. 

Upon tlie death of I^eo X. and the electtoiv>f 
Adrian, cardinal bishop of Tortosa, to the papal 
throne, the emperor resoived to return into Spain, 
and, accordingly, crossed over from Calais to 
port St. Andero, whence he proceeded to Va- 
lencia and Valladoiid. After reposing himself a 
few days, and paying a visit to his unfortunate mo- 
ther, he caused a magnificent theatre tp be erected 
in the square of Valladoiid, and published a gene- 
ral pardon, with some few exceptions, for all re- 
cent offences. When the council observed that 
too many rebels were spared, he replied, *' Enough 
of blood has been shedj" and when a man in- 
formed him of the retreat of a powerful malecon- 
tenl, he answered, ** You would have done better 
to let this gentleman know that I am here, than to 
tell me yliere he is." This clemency of the em- 
peror produced the happiest eifcct on the minds of 
the people, and Castile bt gan to smile under the 
benign influence of reluming tranquillity.. Some 
lime after Uiis transaction, Charles went in per- 
son into the kingdom of Navarre, and used his 
\itroost endeavours to persuade the prince of 
Qrange to make an irruption. into Frange. Tliis 
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year, also, Adrian VI. was succeeded in the pa- 
pacy by Julius de Medicis, who assumbd tlie 
name of Clement' YIL', and count Pedro Na- 
varro, who had long languished in confinement 
at Siiuencas, put a period to his mortal existence 
by an act of desperation. 

The commencement of the year 1524 was 
marked by the reduction of Fontarabia by the 
Spaniards; an embassy from the shah of Persia | 
and an amicable termination of some disputes be- 
tween the crowns of Castile an'd Portugalf After 
a few months, the Impeiialists in Italy compelled 
the French to re- pass the Alps, aud Francis I. 
was taken prisoner whilst attempting the reduo* 
tionof Pavia. 

The captivity of the French monarch ex<;ited 
an universal alarm in all the countries of Europe, 
and resolutions were formed, in every part, to 
curb the dangerous ambition of the emperor, 
Charles is said to have received the news of hit 
unexpected success with the most hypocritical 
moderation, and to have forbid any public re- 
joicings upon that account > observing that he 
only rejoiced in it as an event which must faci- 
litate the restoration of peace to Christendom* 
In consequence of these prjfessions, the empe- 
ror*s confessor intimated the expediency of libe« 
rating the royal prisoner without ransom, and 
observed that such generous treatment would 
certainly produce the happiest consequences : 
but Charles rctu^od to listen to this ^idvice, and, 
after some tiine, resolved on demanding the re- 
storation of Burgundv and all the Flemish con- 
quests, as the price ot the kind's liberty. Adrian 
de Croy was sent into Italy upon this occasion : 
but Francis was so violently enraged at the se« 
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verily of the f)rbposa!s, that lie drew his dagger, 
and, pmnting it to bis hK^ast, exclaimed, *' it 
vrre better for a sovereign to peii>!» ti:ns!" 
The Spanish nobles w h<» were j'h</ul his person, 
v^rcstcd the instrument of dcKth from his h;irid«i : 
and in his cahner nionients, he rt quested a per- 
. vonal interview with the emperor. 

Puirsuant to his desire, Francis was removed 
to Madrid ; and ihe emperor, dreading a general 
combination against him, r)r if<}ring that Ihs pri- 
soner might resign the French diadeni to the 

^' dnuphin, consented to moderate his former de* 

mands. Accordingly a treaty was concluded, 
by which Francis obtained his lilwrrty on condi- 
tion of restoring the dwchy of Bnrgundj : of re- 
nouncing all pretensions to Naples, Milan, Gre- 
noa, and several plrces in the Low Countries ; of 
reinstiiting the dnke of Bourbon in all his estates 
and dignities 3 and of delivering up his two eldest 

1 ^ons as hostages for tlic perfoimance of these sti- 

pulations. Having witnessed the proclamation 
of jM^ce, and solemnly espon-ed Leonora, queen 
idowager of Portugal, Francis returned to liis own 
dominions, which Jie entered uith repealed ex- 
.clamations of *• I am yet a king ! 1 am yet a 
king!" ^ \ / 

Francis had no sooner returned into his kins:- 
dom, than he resolved to brei k a treaty v\hi h 
threatened to sfltct the libcriits ot iiuri:pe, jsr.d 
vhich he considered as by no mtaoH' hir.d ng. 
Accordingly he permitted ihr- staus (>f iiurjiiaj- 
dy to protest against ll5e njiicK' P(la?ive to licr 
province, and (00k ;in (ail) c^ppoitiiniiy 't in- 
forming the imperial anibissr.dois, that he J?hc iiid 
be directed by the sense of ihe nation in exet utiivg 
or disavowing that part of the treaty wlii« h at- 

ticud 



frcted Xhc Frcniffh monairhy. Charles and his 
miiiislcrs miw perceived thnt (hey were over- 
reached in ihe recent negotiation ; the Italian 
St tes triumphed in the emperor's mortirication j 
I'rnnci.s procured absohilion for the sin of per- 
jury ; and the pope, the i<ings of France, and 
England, Uw Swiss, the Venetians, the Iloren- 
fines. and the doke of Milan, entered into an al- 
jinnce, which was called the " Holy Le.'.gnc," 
in orr'er to oblige Charles to deliver «p the royal 
hostages o!i the. payment of a reasonable ransom, 
and to re-establish Sforza in possession of the 
[NldancRe. 

'J'he c^f.nfedvTate army t04>k the field with san- 

. gnine expertations ; bnt their ardour was quickly 

darapid.and ihey had the mortitication to witness 

the rt duct ion of Milan, and the sacking of Rome 

by the jiriperialists. Italy was now become the 

theatre of a most bloody war, and the calanv.tics 

wliich Roie had frequently siillered from the ir- 

rujit'nn of Iluns, Goths, and Vandals, wrre now 

c*X4Ct d: d by the outrages of the emperor's army. 

'1 hr^ eiiarms of beauty, the sacredness of religioD, 

and \bc. foicil^le ap])eals of infant ^niocence, were 

al-.ke disregarded by the revengeful Spaniards. 

Venerable n^atrons s^nd defencelc sd virgins were 

indiscriininvitt-ly sacrifice<i^ to lust or rage 5 pre- 

lai<-s were dragged froni their alters to a dun- 

gfou, and torluicd with unrelt nting sevi rity, in 

order to make them disrovc r their treasures 5 and 

('iemeni Inmself was contined till he should pay 

J I) eiioimous ransom. 

The news of these transactions was received 
\vitJj inexpressible pleasure by the emperor: but, 
as his Spanish subjects were tilled with horror at 
ibe captivity of his holiness^ and as all parts of 
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Europe expressed the utmost indignation opon 
the sanie account, he professed the deepest sor- 
row for the success which had crowned his arras*; 
stopped the public rejoicings which had been be- 
gun for the birth of his son Philip ; put hinoself 
and bis court into mourning ; and even ordered 
prayers to be put up in all the churches for the 
pope*8 liberation, which he could immediately 
have effected by an order to his gederaJs in 
Italy. 

Alarmed at the aogmenting power and rapid 
successes of the emperor, Henry and Francis de- 
termmed on sending a powerful army into Italy, 
and adopting such other measures as might faci- 
litate the deliverance of the sovereign pontiff. 
Accordingly Henry sent over a considerable sum 
of money, and a French army entered Italy, und(;r 
the command of marshal I^autre, who scnm 
changed the aspect of affairs, and procured the 
release of Clement. In the spring of i52i) a 
treaty was concluded « bet ween Charles and the 
pope at Barcelona; and in the autumn of the 
same year two illustrious ladies were |)ermiU(d 
to restore peaq^ to Europe. Margan t of Austria, 
Charles's aunt; and Louisa, Francis's mother; 
met at Cambray, and concluded a definiti?e 
treaty, by which Francis was to pay two millions 
of crowns, as a ransom for his sons, to renounce 
all his pretensions to Italy, and to resign the so- 
vereignty of -Flanders and Artois; and Charles 
laid aside his claim to Burgundy. 

After having received the imperial diadem 
fi'om the hands of Clement, at Bologna ; indulged 
Francis Sforza with the investiture of Milan ; and 
concluded a treaty of commerce with the Vene- 
tiaos; Charles Mt out for Gcnoanyi and in his 

passage 
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passage was magnificently entertained by the 
marquis of Mantua. The keys were presented 
tofalm in all the cities belonging to the Venetians, 
by an express. order from the senate^ and his 
brother Ferdinand, who had been elected to fill 
the throne of Hungary, met him at Inspruck in 
Tirol : but, as tl)e consequences of his journey 
will be narrated in the history of Germany, we 
must return to the affairs of Spain. 

In consequence of several bulls, which seemed 
rather incompatible with the existing laws, the 
Spanish ministers found themselves involved ia 
great perplexity, and some of the inferior clergy 
began to preach in a very seditious strain: but 
cardinal Tavcra, president of the council, and the 
rest of the ministers, exerted theinselves so suc« 
cessfiilly, that the public tranquillity was pre- 
served. Andrew Doria, about the same time, ^ 
defeated the Tnrkibh fleet, which had long 
threatened desolation to t!\e Spanish and Italian 
coasts, and maiie himself master of Corf>n> and 
•ome other places in the Morea. 

Shortly after his reinrn from Germany, * -j^ 
the emperor luld an assembly of the Gas- ,.'00* 
tilian Mtates at Mndiid, and obtained an am- 
ple subsidy for prosecuting the war against thein- 
tideU: but it was deemed (txpedient to evacuate 
the nc\v conquest of Coron, as the possession of 
that place was of small importance to the interests 
of Spain, and would r(r(]aire a considerable sum of 
money for the mainteiiiince of a garrison. 

Solyman, the Magnificent, ardently desired to 
revenge himself upon the Spaniards for the en- 
terprise pf Cdron, and offered the command of 
the Turkish .fleet to Barbarossa, who had suc« 
oeeded his brgther in the kingdom of Algiers, 

Proud 
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Prnud of this distiiKiion, the corsair r«ivaged l/ic 
Italian and Sicilian coasts wit!) impuiiiiy, me- 
luced ibe dty of R<;n)r, and retMrncd in triumph 
to Tunis, which he had c<>ntiive«i lo add lo bis 
f^yrvmrr do;':»init>ns. Chtirlcs was no sc^>:ier a|> 
pciied of this exptdition, &an he lent a Genoese, 
namcrd Lewis Prrseudrs, in cbaracitT of a idct- 
chant, to Tunis, in order to exan^ine ihe strength 
c^ that place: hut Barbarossa was ac<|uauiifd 
with t!ie scheiiie. by the t?-eac!iery of <>nc of TiC' 
fendes's St n ar.ts, and ihc unfortuitate aJ.vnjffirrr 

. Y^ was sentenced to a cmel dei:ih. Viis 
' ' year was, a^so, marked by tlie a;'ccs>v.n nf 

^ ' Aicx.uider Firnrse, afterward oalieoWvA 
I!I to tlio papal ih-oix; and by i;iu iirst e^ia- 
blishiwnt ot the crJor ot Jtii»uits. 

As daily cm^jjlainis wrre made of Harha- 
ro "ij's cniei piraaes, and M:»ley-Hc:ssrin. ilude- 
|>»>seil kuisf of Tunis, npplied ro the <onrt of Ma- 
drid tl>r assisitat ce, Cmirle- rfM>I\ed icj hmnhlc 
t- e p»ide of the Mahometans, and lo n:uir:take 
th; resio»a ion of his roy:rf pelitioaer Tliis de- 
sign coincided ex.ictly with l!ie wishes of his 
xj. »ghlH.nrs, and ll.e \oIr.mnry a^^-^taiu-cs w ich 
he recrivrd, oRafy «;nrpiisved hi^ c\| rciafidn. 
At l?ni;.\ih he set s»kAvph :i h>rni"(; it^lr ;u!i;;:i)u*i«i, 
i:nd soon ir/".uf'd the turf: i ss li (roieli;?, vvhi(h 
"Was v'c 1 nd(.i! liy six ih'Hb.aini Tui k-, ;>rid il.rfc 
h«n(t«v i pi; res ot (T.r.r.o'i. lie ihcn pr. t*ee<irvl 
to Tur.is. \\here^.:e U Jind liiat n^nvt <it t.e. inlia- 
bilanvn i.nd :e:irc.'i to \\iv n.onntains. and tliut ten 
ihousr.ni* ri; i^'ian Lives iuvl made ihrnaselves 
inastiTi cm' ;he e!ta<!( I. Hv rlicrifore exerted 
hjnsiii loj; e\» i l:is t »llowe;s fr«>ni conifoitting 
any acts at violenrej but ihcir rage ciiiild only 
be satiated with J}e blood of the iufidds. and 
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thirty tliousnr.d jersons were massacred without 
pity or distii.ction. Ten thousnnd Turks \*ere 
also takt^n prisoners; and Muicy-Hosstin was re- 
established in th<^ sovereignty, on condition that 
!u» a' oii'd do himage to the crown ot Spain, pay 
nn annual subsidy tor the maintenance of a Spa- 
nish gnrii-on'at Golctta, and put into the em- 
peror's hnnds all ilie fortified ports in the king- 
dom of I'unis. Having settled these important 
concern^; and acquired great fame by his suc- 
cessful expedition, Charles returned into Europe j 
while Barbarossa, who had retired to Bona, re- 
covered new strength^ and resuoaed his crue^ de- 
predations. 

Upon the demise of Francis Sforza, which * j^ 
Iiappened shortly after the termination of ,-'0/5* 
the African war, the French monarch re- 
newed his pretensions to Milan ; but Charles de- 
layed granting the Investiture under various pre- 
tences, and, at length, avowed his intention of 
refusing the claim. War was accordingly de- 
clared between the competitors; and the empe- 
ror, l)a\ ing chased the French forces out of Pied- 
mont and Savoy, marched, at the bead of fifty 
thousand men, to invade the southern provinces 
of Fiance, while two other armies were ordered 
to puutrHir into Champagne and Picardy : but 
aU(-r he h:.d spent a considerable time in fruitless 
att.uks, iind Inst one half of his troops by disease 
<'r hiii.it f^. lie \vas conijKilled to retreat with dis- 
oi^'k r ai.d jircripiiation. The Impeiialists met 
V i;h si;n lar njistortor.es in Picardy, and were 
i vt'iwvdWy Jhliged to retire without obt.»ining any 

I . \Uj .-pnce of a few months, the emperor's 
atiji?.s btcanie extremely embarrassing. The 

French, 
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French, elated with their recent fortune, began to 
act ofTensively, both in Flanders and Italy j while 
their new ally, Solyman, made formidable prepa? 
rations for attacking Naples and Sicily. Charles 
exerted himself witli his usual ability, and expa- 
tiated so forcibly on the impropriety of a league 
between the French monarch and a Turkish suU 
tau, that he not only obtained ample subsidies for 
the prosecution of the war, but also excited the 
general murmurs of £urope against his rival. 
Hostilities were carried on with various success, 
during the spring and part of the summer : but a 
truce for three months was concluded on the 
thirtieth of July ; and in the course of the en- 
suing year, the sovereiga pontiff negotiated a 
fresh accommodation. 

After the cessation of hostilities, and a personal 
interview with the king of France, Charles con- 
vened an assembly of the states at Toledo, and 
proposed to levy some necessary supplies by a 
general excise ; but this measure was rejected in 
a determinate manner, and the nobles, in parti- 
cular^ inveighed with great vehemence against it, 
as an encroachment on the most distinguishing 
privilege of their order. After an ineffectual ex- 
ertion of his eloquence, the emperor ordered the 
corte to be dismissed by the archbishop of To- 
ledo; and from that period neither the nobles nor 
prelates have been called to the assemblies, under 
pretence that those who pay no public taxes caa 
have no vote in imposing them. 
^ y. Whilst the emperor's mind was inflamed 
1 'i^o* ^y ^^^^ opposition of a favorite project, he 
^' received intelligence that the citizens of 
Ghent had thrown off their allegiance, and mal- 
treated several imperial c^iicers. Hereupon 1m; 
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idemanded a passage through Prnnce, and landed in 
tbat kingdom with a small but splendid train of 
one hundred persons. The dauphin and the duke 
of Orkanij met him with every token of respect, 
mnd offered to go, as hostages, into Spain, till he 
abonld reach his own dominions ; but Charles re- 
plied, that the king 8 word wns sufficient for his 
aafety, and prosecuted his journdy without anv 
other security. At Paris he wns entertained with 
the utmost magnificence, and the two young 
princes accompanied him to Valenciennes. The 
magistrates of all the cities through which he 
passed, also complimented him with the offer of 
their keys, and the utmost politeness was shown 
towards him through his whole journey. 

I'he citizens of Ghent, alarmed at the ap« 
proach of their offended emperor, who was 
joined by his brother, the king of the Romans, 
apd a powerful army, sent ambassadors to im- 
plore his mercy, and oflfered to throw oi)cn thcrir 
fates : but Charles only vouchsafed to reply, that 
e should ap))ear among them as a sovereign and 
a judge, with the sceptre and the sword. Ac- 
conlingly he entered the place of his nativity 
with a resolution of exhibiting an awful example 
of severity. Twenty-six of the principal citi^ 
zens were doomed to expiate their crime by 
death ; many of their friends were driven into 
exile ; the city was declared to have forfeited all 
its privileges ; a new mode of administration was 
prescribed; and an annual tax was levied on 
the unfortunate inhabitants for the support of 
a garrison. 

The baseness of bis subsequent bchavi- . j^ 
our to Francis, laid the foundation of a new , e^ . ' 
'war with Fraucei the rapid progress of the 

Turka 
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Turks ill Hungary excited a general alarm ; and 
the unpleasant state of his own atfairs in S'^ain, 
induced the emperor fo roake some c«msi JeraWc 
• concessions to his pi^tbstant subjects' in Germany, 
in order that he might obtain some needful su})* 
plies both of men and money. He then hastn>ed 
to execute a favorite enterprise which he had con- 
certed against Algiers 5 but the weather proved 
so unfavorable, and the defence of the place was 
80 well conducted, that he w/js at length tora- 
pelled to retire with prodigious loi»s. 

The ill success of this ex])edliion encoaragrd 
the king of France to commence hostilities; but 
Charles, by securing tlie hdeiity of the prottstaut 
princes in Germany, and by engaging the Eng- 
lish monarch to espouse his ransf, prevenifj 
him from gaining any signal adv<int:ige. The 
Imperialists were, indeed^ defeated with cnnsidrr- 
abfc loss at the battle of Cerisolcs j but the con- 
tending powers were njuJualiy fatij^ned with suth 
an useless war : and a ifealv was ewi.cl««.ied, aft^r 
a short timc^ at Crcspy, by which it wns agreed, 
that all conquests made since the {ruvr. if Nice 
should be restored ; that Charles sluaild give his 
eldest daughter, with the stA-ei-elgnty/jt the Low 
Countries, to the duke of Orleans ; that the late 
claims upon certain tenitoiies should be ir- 
nounced by each party ; and that the Frenth ,i:u\ 
imperial forces should unite in making war upon 
the l\irks. 

I. j^ Charles now resolved to linmble the Gcr-. 
1546* "^^" princes, who seemed inclined to shake 
' off, not only the papal but the imperial ju- 
risdiction ; and with this view he concluded a dis-. 
advantageous peace with the Turks, and entered 
into a league with the pope for extirpaaug heresy; 

but 
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but Providence frustrated his intentions, and he 
was eventually obliged to make peace with tbe 
protestanta on tfadr own lercns. A subsequeut 
attack on the city of Metz proved totally fruit- 
less } the citizens of Sienna renounced their all^- 
giance> and put themselves under the protection 
of France; and the footing which the emperor 
tiad hitherto maintained in Tuscany was lost 
about the same time. 

Exasperated by these successive disasters, 
Charles retired into the Low Countries, and ef- 
fsLccd the stain which bis mil'rtary reputation had 
received before Metz, by reducing tbe cities of 
Terouane and Hesdin ; but whilst he triumphed 
in these successes, his troops were defeated with 
great slaughter in Italy -, part of Corsica was 
annexed to the French conquests -, and the Aus- 
trian general was forced to abandon Transylvania 
to the Turks. The emperor, however, entertain- 
ed hopes of counterbalancing all these losses by 
his own policy, and the nuptials of queen Mary 
with his son Philip inspired him with tbe exi)ec- 
tation of annexing England to his other do* 
minions. 

Whilst Italy and the Netherlands ^ ^ 
groaned under the miseries of war, and , «ft«' 
the inhabitants of Germany were fully * 

occupied by theological controversy, tbe em- 
peror formed a resolution of resigning his bereJi<- 
tary dominions to his son Philip, and of seeking 
in the tranquillity of retirement that happiness 
which he had sought in vain amidst the tumults 
of war and the intrigues of a court. 

In consequence of this design, Charles, who 
bad already ceded to his son the kingdom of 
Naples and the duchy of MiUn> aisembled the 
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states of the Netherlands at Brassds ; and ex- 
plained to his subjects the reasons of his -resig- 
nation. He also recounted all the great acdons 
vhich he .bad performed since the commence^ 
ment of his administration. *' From the seven- 
teenth year of my age (said he) I have devoted 
all my attention to public business, reserving no 
portion of my time for the indulgence of my 
case, and but little for the enjoyment of private 
pleasure. I have, either in a iiostiie or pacific 
'manner, visited Germany nine times, Spain six 
times,, France four times, Italy seven tioies, 
the Netherlands ten times, England twice, and 
Africa twice : and while my health enabled me 
to discharge the duty of a sovereign, I never 
shunned the most arduous office, nor repined 
under the inconveniencies of fatigue j but now 
my health is broken, my constitution is exhaust- 
ed by the rage of an incurable distemper, and 
my growing infirmities admouish me to place 
my scep(re in the hands of a prince who is 
already accustomed to govern, and who adds 
to the vigour of youth all the sagacity and at- 
tention of maturer years." Then turning to- 
wards the prince, who fell on his knees and kissed' 
his father's band, •' It is in your power (re- 
sumed the emperor) to justify, by a virtuous ad** 
ministration, the extraordinary proof wliich 1 
now give of my paternal atfeclion. Preserve, I 
entreat you, an inviolable regard for the interests 
of religion, maintain the catholic faith in its pu- 
rity : let the laws of your country and the rights 
of your people be sacred in your estimation | 
and, if you should ever wish to retire from the 
government, may you have a son to whom you 
can resign your sceptre with as much satisfao 
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'tion as I i^ve up mine to you.*' These observa- 
tions were uttered with such peculiar dignity and 
tenderness, that the whole audience melted into ' 
tears ; and the emperor being qoite exhausted 
with the fatigue of the solemnity, was obliged to 
withdraw. A few weeks after this memorable 
^nsaction, Charles resigned the sovereignty of 
Spain and America ', reserving nothing to himself 
out of all his vast possessions but an annual pen- 
sion of one hundred thousand crowns. 

Having thus disengaged himself from all the 
affairs of state, Charles ordered a small edifice to 
be erected near the monastery of St. Just-; and in 
that peaceful retreat buried his grandeur, his am- 
bition, and all those mighty projects which, dur- 
ing^ forty years, had alarmed and agitated all the 
powers ot Europe. 



CHAP. IV. 

thm the Abdication of Charles L to the Death of 
Charles II, the last Monarch of Spain of the 
House of Attstria, 

DON PHILIP ascended the Spanish ^ jj 
throne,* inconsequence of his fa- j^^^* 
ther*s resignation -, and commenced his 
adminbtratipn by concluding a truce with the 

* Charles V. could not prevail on the German princef 
to raise his son to the imperial dignity, lliey cheerfully 
passed their votes, however, in favour of the emperor s 
brother Ferdinand ; and by that action divided the dan- 
gerotis power of the house of Austria into two branches. 

A a 2 crown 
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crown of France for five years : bat Uie flames of 
war were soon rekindled by the intrigues of the 
Roman pontiff, and the new sovereign was com* 
pelled to take up anns at the very moment when 
most of the European states were rejdcing in the 
prospect of a durable repose. 

After several fruitless negotiations with lai$ 
holiness^ and a consultation with the Spanish ecder 
siastics, Piiilip resolved to act with vigour against 
his inveterate enemy, and, accordingly^ sent the 
dcike of Alba into the pq)e's dominions, with an 
army of ten thousand veterans. Paul, however^ 
still remained inflexible, and, on the arrival of 1 
French army in Italy, be banished all thoughts 
from his mind but those of war and vengeance. • 

Meanwhile Philip, perceiving that Henry of 
France had violated the truce, -assembled a bodj 
of fifty thousand men in the Netherlands -, drew 
over a powerful reinforcement from England ; 
and gave the command of his army to Emanuel 
Phillibert, duke of Savoy, one of the greatest 
generals of that warlike age; who soon damped 
the ardour of the French troops, by defeating 
them with prodigious slaughter, before St. 
Quintin, and taking the gal&nt Montmorency 
prisoner. The victorious duke now proposed to 
overlook all iimaller considerations, and tQ marck 
directly to the gates of Paris; but Philip wa& 
unwilling to hazard so bold an enterprise, and by 
that means saved France from utter devastation. 
He was, indeed, soon convinced' of the absurdity 
of his conduct upon this occasion : but the 
reduction of St. Quintin, Horn, and Catelet, dis- 
sipated all his chagrin ; and, in thjB height of ex- 
altation, he vowed to build a church, a monas- 
tery. 
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trrv, and ■ ptiace, in honour of St. Lawrenc^ 
because (Kp battib of St. Quintia had been fungU, 
on the day lacrcd to that martyr. 

Id consequence uf the futal blow which Fraoot 
bad recdvrd at St. Quinlin, the duke of Guua 
was recalled from Italy, and the arn^nt ponti^*, 
finding himnetf desrrird by bU best defenden,^ 
was obliged ti) accwmnod.itc K\i bcliaviont i&th* 
exigeni.-y of hiit aftkin, and to employ the media- 
lion of the Vrii«:ii3n9 in order to ^taiq peace. 
His cathoHc majesty fagerly listened to the firs! 
proposaU of this nature, and tbtfdnke of Alba n- 
pair«d to Rome, in order to obtun absolutio& fftt 
having invaded the patrimraiy of the church. 

Butthiiugh ibis war wa> terminated without 
«ny dctrimcni to the a|mttolic sec, it produced ef- 
fecis of considerable impartanoe ta other parts of 
Ituly. Tlic city of Placentia, with its Kljaoeot 
territory, i/vau fi-siored to Octaviu Fsrntse, dak* 
of ftnuii, iu order to detach him fraiQ the Frenclt 
inten-sl ; ll>e investiture of Siciinii was granted h 
RU «{uivalenl (or the sums due to fi^mo de Ua- 
dicis ; and the balance of power among the Italian 
ttates waa lendetcd more equable than it ever 
had been ancc the invasion of Charles VIII. 
Vrom this time Italy ceased to be the theatre oa 
which the raonarcbi of Spain, France, and Gei>^ 
-maoy, contended tor angnwtitatinn of Ame or do- 
nrinkai. New object* attracted their ailentitHi, 
and tbar siAEe<)uent boitilitiet ioTolved othe( . 
states ID the miteries of war. 

Tbedulieof Guiie was received with acda^ 
nuiioDB on his retoni to France, and all ranka 
-of pQO|^ sevmed to kiok up to him a« the guar- 
-4^ angel «f their kis'^dirm. . lifi wu uiBQUitc4 

, ' 4„ .: 
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.lieutenant-general, with' a jarisdiclion altnoit 
unlimited: and he soon jpstifted his niaster'i 
high opinion of hinij by effecting the reductioq 

:of Calais, and the fortress of TfaioaviHe in' the 

'duchy of Luxenaburg. IHiia brilliant success, 
however, wa^ counter{t>aIanced by a signal de- 

.feat of the French hear-' Gravel ines ; rnd tho 
ddke was obliged to hasten toward the frontiers ot 
Picardy, in order to oppose the progress of' lh« 
enemy. . ^* . . 

- The attention of all France- wai no*v fixed nptw' 
ihc duke of Qiiise, as tlir oi)ly person \vlu> set* lod 
capable of surmounliflg every danger, aiid ii 
vhose conduct they might conBde jyfctUh s^cOriiyi 
Kis strength was nearly equal to the diike of Sar 
voy*s, each coumiandifig about -forty thousand 
men; Their encampftiienlB were fixed withiha 
few leagues of each other ; and, .the - French aacl 

'Spanish monarchs' having jcMned their respective 
armies, it was expected <ihat a decisive battle 
would soon determine which of the competitDr^ 

' Should, obtain a future ascendancy iu the ad^airs of 

iGurope. But both princes seemed inclined to stand 
on the defensive ; peace began cto be mentioned in 

.eachcannp; ahd^ after mature deli^ration, the. 

' abbey of Cercramp was fixed on as the place of 
congress. 

: j^ We must now turn: oar attention, to 
i'5'58 the monastery of Stv Joae^ where Gharte 
X558. y^ about this time, received a summons 
to futurity. After resigning the rebw: of go- 

-vernment into other hands, and reding, witfe 
only twelve dotnestics, to this peacefnt retreat^ 

^lie devoted his time entirely to acts^ of ]^«ty and 
ninoiemeatv, When his health per- 

0Utte4 
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mitted him to qait his apartment, he rode on 
horseback to a neighbouring wood, or cuhivated 
the et^nt productions of bis garden ; and when 
his infirmities precluded the enjoyment of these 
gratifications, he found relief in a select society 
of friends, or in studying the principles of me- 
chanics. He was particularly curious with re- 
spect to the cbnstruction of watches, and on per- 
ceiving that he could never bring any two of 
them to go exactly alikci he reflected, with 
[ • much regret, on his own folly in attempting to 
bring his Subjects to a precise unif'ormiiy of sen- 
timent concerning the mysterious dociriiieB of 
religion. He died on the twentv-first of Sep- 
tember, with all exterior marks of piety and pa- 
tience, in the fifty- ninth year of his age, after 
he had 8way(d the Cast'ilian sceptre for near 
forty years, and passed two years in retire- 
m^t. 

The character of Charies V. is strongly marked 
by the peculiarity of his qualities, which not 
only distinguish him from his royal contempo- 
^ries, but also account for the superiority which 
he so long obtained over them. As his talents 
unfolded themselves by slow degrees, and were 
late in attaining maturity, he was cautious in 
forming his schemes, and, after hearing the 
opinions of his ministers, took his resolution 
with decisive firmness. His promptitude in exe- 
cution was equally remarkable with his pa« 
tience in deliberation -, and he did not discover 
greater sagacity in his choice of measures, than 
fertility of expedient in rendering them success- 
ful. He poss'-ssed in a most eminent degree the 
art of adapting the employments of men to their 
talents 5 and Uiough he remained ioactive dur- 
ing 



ing tbe most ardeot period of ]ife» he acquired 
such knowledge in the art of war as enabled 
him to vie with the Qiost able generals of his 
age. He placed unbounded confidence in his 
officers, rejoiced in tbe augmentation of their 
.fame ; and rewarded their services with princdj 
munificence ; and, though destitute of that sua- 
vity of manners which marked the character cf 
his French competitor, he was no stranger to 
tbe virtues which excite admiration and ensue 
attachment. 

There were, however, some great defects io 
Charleses political character. His ambition ap- 
pears to have been insatiable, and his ardent de- 
sire of being distinguished as a conqueror, in- 
volved him in perpetual wars, and prevented 
him from attending to the police and improve- 
ment of his kingdom. The addition of the im- 
perial crown to his hereditary dominions en- 
gaged him in projects so complicated and ar- 
duous, that he had often recourse to low artifices 
in the e);fcution of tliem, and sometimes dis- 
honoured his royal character by flagrant devia- 
tions from integrity. Besides His successor, 
t^hilip, the emperor had several sons, who died 
in their infancy, and two daughters, the infanta 
Alaria, who eispoused the archduke Maximilian ; 
and the infanta Joanna, who married the prince 
of Portugal. He had also two natural cbildreu* 
namely, Margaret, who was married to Cosmo 
de Medicis ; and Don Juan, who was l>rought up 
by one of the emperofs faithful servants, till 
Don Philip was made acquainted with the secret 
of his birth. 

But to return from this digression. A treaty 
^ peace was cwduded^ in ike spring of 155Q, 

betweeo 
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i . leCween tbe crowns of Spain and Prance, iiii 
) ' consequence of which bis catholic mnjesty con« 
tented to espouse Henry's daughter, £)izabftb, 
and the contested territories \rere mntuaily 
given op. The French king did not long enjciy 
the effects of this pacification, being nccidentallf 
killed at a tournament : bqt this disaster had 
no influence either on the lr( uty or the mar-* 
/iage. ', ^ 

After making some necessary arrangements in 
the Netherlands^ Philip hnstened his return to 
Spain^ and convened an asscuibly of the stsitet at 
Toledo, where, in pursuance of tl»e deceased 
•mperor's request^ he publicly acknowledged 
John of Austria for his brother. On tlie fourth 
of October, he sancticmed an auio deje with hit 
presence ;* and on tbe second of the ensuing Fe« 
pruary, celebrated his nuptials with the prince«» 
iDf France. 

At the earnest tolicitations of thc^ kntghtt of 
Malta^ an expedition was undertaken to recover 
Tripoli from the infidels > and the duke d« 
Medina Cccli, who was invested wlfb the cbief 
fonimdnd, flattered himself with the expectsi* 
4lon of complete tuccess : but whilst he wa» 
exulting over the reduction of an ialand caRed 
Gerbes, bis fleet was surprized by basha Piiill 
with tbe whole force of tbe Otbman empire, 
and a scene of carnage ensued which tcarcelr 
merits the name of an engagement. Forty gat* 
leys were either sunk or captured by the 
Turks; several persons of distinctioii were 
taken prisoners > tbe dnJie himself escaped with 
^reat difficulty^ and Gerbea wat wrested from 
Its Christian conquerors. Pbtlip waa iMih 

' * St Ibc new* oi tfati 4iM^/ ^^ ''^ 
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niediately demanded the pope's penCmssion for 

layiog corilribntions on the clergy. About the 

«ame time, he transferred his court from Toledo 

to Madrid ; and, soon afterward, laid the founda- 

. Hon of the Escurial, which he ordered to be 

**-T| built in the form of a gridiron, because St. Law- 

*■, rence, to whose honour he dedicated ?t, was 

^*'' jai 1 lo ha^c beeu broiled alive, at Rome; in the 

/. . i third cciitury. 

jAr ^ 1^ III the ensuing sprin.^, IIosseTri, king 
• ; J y^* . of Algiers, aiowedhU latenlion of re- 
i'l^ . ' coVeriijg Oran and MazalqUiver out of 
*").- the hands of the Spaniards; and employed m 
;'^.!' this expedition the whole force of the infidels in 
^;*'^ Africa, besides a naval armament which was for- 
J '";^' pished by the grand signior : but the' governors of 
^'',*"*'jhe fortresses acted with such prudence and vigi- 
•f^Jance, that their respective garriwns were enabled 
^'"'■: to hold out till a Christian fleet arrived, and^Cona- 
pelled the besieger to draw off his forces. la 
consequence of this war, all the Moors oi Valen- 
cia ^ere suddenly disarmed, by order of govern- 
ment, and six thousand sabres that were taken 
••• ' from them were sent to the Sanish troops in the 
' island of Sardinia. Shortly after these tr^usac- 
' ' '^ lions, an instrument was drawn up, by which aiU 
" " tthe Spanish |3ibs5essions in America were irrero- 
cably annex'ed.to the Cnstilian diadem; and, aboiit 
" *' the same time, the viceroy of Sicily reduced the 
' ' important fortress of Penon de Vclez, under the 
•^icannon of which. the Moorish corsairs used to 
/ '.](?afce refuse when chased by the Spanish galleys.'. 
" -A D "^^^ gi^nd sigrtiof w&s no sootier in- 
466^' formed of the loss "^ of Penon de Velez, 
-t .:^f,''; a^id the subsequent destruction of an- 
'^eir place to which the Turkish pirates 

6e<iuentlj 
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. freqneAtly xesorted^ than he fitted out a pro- 
, digtous arnEiament, and ordered Piali Basha to 
invade the island of Malta with all possU 
lyfe expedhi<)n. But the grand-master took such 
mtnitrable precautions for the defence of the 
place, and procured such powerful auxiliaries, 
,lhat th^ enemy was compelled, after a sanguinary 
'toofli^^ to retire with precipitation. 

Upon the misrepresentation of Guerrero, arch- 
bishop of Granada, Pius V. who had lately as« 
cended the papal throne, wrote in very warm 
terms Id Philip, in order to stir him up against 
tlie Morescoes; and tlie king cheerfully took his 
«dvice, notwithstanding the serions embarrass-* 
menta which he had already brought upon hin>- 
•e)f by bis tyrannic conduct toward the protes- 
tants 10 the Netherlands. He, accordingly, 
aetrt an. express into the kingdom of Granada, 
coimnanding all the MorescoeS to submit to an 
iDKnediate change of habit, manners, aod. lan- 
goage. The Moors were much distressed at this 
cToel order, and sent deputies to refute the accn- 
iations wbh?h had been laid against them 5 but 
fieifher their entreaties, nor even the remon- 
ftianifes of the Si)aiiish ofHcers, had any effect upon 
the king. His inflexibility, however, soon pro» 
duccd the most alarming consequences, as will 
appear In the sequcK 

Whilst the duke of Alba was executing a n 
hin master's orders in the Netherlands, . *(jq* 
Don Carlos Of Spain formed a resolution 
€)f quitting his father^s court and retiring into 
Germany : but the nobks to whom he applied 
I'or pecuniary assistance discovered Lis intentions, 
«nd Philip went in person to his apartments, 

/»bcre he caused him to be arrested* 

Philip 
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PiuGp acted with greal nxidert&n ti^oa tfui 
occasioQ, and gave nodce to die pope's nuncio, 
and to aU tbr fordgo ministers, of the modimi 
which had compelled him to adopt a measure so 
jnimiral to hk. paternal fedings. He also ip- 
fbrmed their imperial majesties, who interpofi^rd 
with great anxiety for the prince*8 safety^ that he 
had taken the advice of both divines and civi- 
lians; and that his future actions toward the 
/oyal prisoner would be marked by caution and 
teoderiiess. 

. Carlos, however, bore his confinement wi(ii 
the utmost impatience. He refused all kind of 
nourishment for two days, and afterwards over, 
loaded his stomach with food« By this conduct, 
and an immoderate u^e of cold water, he brougU 
on a d ysenter}' which baffled the skill of . his pfay* 
sicians. He then sent for his &ther, and^ having 
obtained forgiverxfss for his misconduct, be e%* 
pir<»<} in the twentyTfourth year of his age. ' Thii 
prince had the niistbrtune to be deformed in hif 
person, and to have a weakness in one of his It^s, 
He was also of an unhappy disposition, has(y« 
passionnte, and sullen, very apt. (o take offence^ 
and remarkably implacable in his aversions. Hit 
governor, Garcia 'J oledo, and the duke of Albo^ 
narrowly escaped assassination in consequence 
of some off^t-ncc which they had given him ; and 
his intended flight into Gero^any seems to have 
rasuhed from some secret discontent which lie 
had conceived against his father. Some writers 
have ailirnied, that be was put to death by his 
fathers command : but this assertion secmst highly 
improbable, and is contradicted by the be^t 
Spanish historians. 
The JVfore^coes^ finding all their remonstrances 

inetfVc* 
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inefFectual, and perceiving that the e^ relative 
to their change of customB would be imniediately 
enforced^ resolved to tbrow off their allegiance, 
acid attempt the recovery of Granada. Their 
^nieasures were conducted with the most profound 
secresy $ and they had sent repeatedly to Algbrs 
belbre Philip had any idea of the design. At 
length one of their deputies was discovered, and 
bis papers gave so clear an account of their pre* 
parations^ • that the Marquis de Mondijar found 
It necessary to repair immediatelv to Granada, 
in <N'der to prevent the surprisai of that city. 
His exertions were attended with success j but 
a general revolt took place in the adjacent coun- 
try, and Ferdinand de Valor, a young man of 
approved conduct and bravery, was proclaimed 
king 4)f Granada apd Cordova, after vowing to 
live and die in Hij|l|i>ort of the Mahometan reli- 
gioiL The mo0C outrageous excesses and wanton 
cruAfei were now committed by the exasperated 
rioters ; and a most sanguinary war ensued, which 
iaHed between two and t|iree years, and depopu- 
lated some of the finest countries of Spain. At 
length, however, the Christians obtained a decisive 
victoiy ; and, upon thedeath of the Moorish prince, 
the public tran<{uillity was restored. Shortly ^ ry 
after the termination of this war, Don Juan, . ^. . 
with' a powerful body of auxiliaries, gained ' ' 
a naval victory over the Turks, at Lcpanto, by 
wbidi Ihey lost thirty thousand men, besides ten 
thousand that were taken prisoners, and fifteen 
tfaousaod Ohristiad slaves who were libei-ated by 
the conqueror. Thirty of their finest galleys were 
sunk, tw9enty-five burnt, and one hundred and 
thirtv taken 5 and it wal merely owing to the 
predpitate retreat of one of their commanden^ 
Vq4,XV. fib thg? 
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that the reinaindrr of the fleet escaped destrnc- 
tion. Philip celebrated this victory by a feast 
which continued nine days, and appointed the 
aniuversary of it to be kept fox ever in the ci:* 
tbedral of Toledo. 

£lated with this brilliant success; Don Juan re* 
solved on fresh achievements, and soon made 
himself master of Tunis : but instead of demolisiH 
ing the town, according to his brother's ordersp 
he repaired the fortifications, marked out a new 
citadel, and formed a project of assuming, by the 
mediation of Rome, the regal title. He was* 
however, admonished by Philip to abandon tlus 
design ; and he had, soon afterward, the niorti* 
fication to witness the conquest of his intended 
kingdom by the infidels. After oaaking sofiie 
unsuccessful attempts to procure the lieutenancy 
of Italy, he went into the Netherlands, whers 
he cHed, on the 7ih of October 1578, not without 
suspicion of poison. 

A T\ Upon the demise of Henry king of Por- 
J5SO ^"S^^» ^^" Philip laid claim to the vacant 
throne, and gave the command of a nume* 
roas army to the duke of Alba, who soon effected 
the reduction nf the kingdom, after defeating Don 
Antonio in two battles. The Spanish monarch 
made his public entry into Lisbon on the 29th o€ 
June, and received the pleasing intelligence that be 
had been acknowledged and proclaimed in tb« 
Indies. However, as he found it utterly impQ»* 
sible to gain the aftections, or even to silence the 
murmurs of his new subjects, and as his feelingi 
were sensibly wounded by the loss of a promis- 
ing son, he appointed the cardinal archduke 
Albert regent of Portugal, and returned to ]V(a- 
drid. Nothing of importance took place in the 

..ensuing 



' - cnsuiiiic year, except an acknowledgment of ibe 
- infant Don t^bilip fiy the states of Castile^ and the 

ponclusioQ of A qiarriiige between the duke of 

bavoy afad the infant Catalira. 

In consecjuence of some recent depre- « j^ 

jdations committed in Europe and Ame- ' ' ^ 
. rica by the English, Philip resolved to *^®^- 

'take ah ample revenge on queen Elizabeth j and, 

isfleir mature deliberation, ordered the whole 

E' ' ne force of Spain to be assembled for a 
t QpoD her dominions. The execution of 
^, .^ . .. 91^* ^^^ rapidly accelerated by pecuniary 
" idppliea, and all possible exertions ; and an ar« 
.. 'fhiment, ccKisisting of one hundred and thirty 
'tesk^lfl. with twenty thousand land troops, and 
;dght movisand two huudred and fifty seamen, 
. aailed ikmn Lisbon, on the 27th of May, to de- 
ihrpoiB 4 princess who was universally considered 
"" '"g.ttc catbplic^ ,98 .a wicked protectress of 
ics. \ fiut Divine Providence interfered, at, 
IM^ cridbll juncture, for the preservation of 
^gland, acid of the true religion. The winds 
1 htia the waves arose against the presumptuous 
invaders ; the Spani:ib vessels wcrie scattered, 
took, or dashed iipoi) the rocks j the exertions 
of their enemies were crowned with brilliant suc- 
cess; and Philip had the mortifidaiion to witness 
nok opiy the friistratioh of lii^ grand design, but 
also the ^iiinihilatioii of his naval power. The 
iiake de Medina Sidohia, wKo had the command 
bf this iwind/'h armada, retired; in the utmost 
chagHnj to his own house, hot chusing to en- 
^unter the eyes of his unfortunate master; but 
rhilip condescended io write him a letter, in 
which be acknowledged his past services, and rc- 
ifainded him that in tilings depending upon the 
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elemeuts no fault could be justly imputed to men. 
la the following year Philip was alarmed by a 
descent of an English fieet upon his Portugnese 
dominions, and though'his enemies did not c^fieot 
their design, be had the fresh mortlficatioo of 
witnessing the destruction of fort Cascaet, and 
the capture of several Spanish vessels. 

Notwithstandmg these repeated misfortmief^ 
and the consequent embarrassment of his domei* 
tic affairs^ Don Philip devoted a cansijenhfe 
portion of his time to the prcjectlon of faiioiia 
ichemes for the aggrandizement of his fame, and 
in particular, regarded the civil war of trance 
as very favourable to his designs : for h^ feeiot. 
to have thought that he might easily cbbun 
the protectorship of that distracted kingdom* 
and, afterwards, place his favourite dai^^ildr 
Isabella on the vacant throne ; but these expep* 
tations were eventually disappointed ; his tr€0|ii 
and emissaries were effectually repulsed ^ aod 
Henry IV. whom the Spaniards designated by 
the epithet, '• Prince of Beam," snrrounded.with 
splendour that diadem which he bad d^gned U 
the infanta. 

. jj About this time Antonio Perez, the 
1500 ^"S'* secretary of state, was put to the 
^^' torture, for being. concerned ttt the mordcf 
©f one Escovado; and the prosecution was car* 
Tied on with such vigour, that he deemed it ad- 
visable to shelter himself bnder the privileges 
of his native country Aragon, and according- 
ly escaped thither with the first opportunity. 
Being again apprehended, he appealed to the 
chief justice, and wa** curried to Saragossa, wher» 
he expected to be heard before an equitable tribu- 
Bal. But as a puLiU trial might prob3i>ly diefeat 

the 



1 



prAiif, 281 

the drstgnA of his enemies, they contrived to ef* 
-feet his removal to the prison of inquisition, 
This m a«ure, however, produced a revolt, 
pnd^ after much effusion of blood, Perez obtained 
bis liberty, and retired into Beam, where, notwith- 
standing the circumstances of his exile and ill 
(reatipentt he retained his loyalty, to his former 
piaster. He appears to have owed many of his 
pfijsfprtiines to bis affection for Anna de Men* 
doca y la Cerda, the king's mistress -, yet be re- 
gained bis mUfikatioR of that princciis in tho, 
inidbt of aflfictioQ : and when Henry IV. asked 
bim bow he could bayard his life by an attacb- 
inent to a woman who had only one eye« he re. 
plied with vivacity, " With that eye she sets tho 
workl on fire ; if she bad twoj she would reduce 
^tto ashes/* 

Shortly pfi^r (be frpstratipp of bis . jy 
^diemes in Frapce, Don Philip repeiyed *' 
th^ nnpleasant intelligence thpf ^ Turk'' ^* 
lih fleet bad ravaged the coast pf Calabria, and 
that one Gabriel de Spinosa bad assumed the cha- 
racter of a pon Sjsbastian of Portugal : but hit 
fears wpre soon quieted by the apprehension and 
death of the impostor : and two of his naval cpn^* 
panders rpvpnged il^emselves pn the infidels bf 
leaking j9 well-titncd descent on f atra^s in the 
^orea. 

Upon thie first intimation that an ^ngli^h arr 
iplEUsent bad been fitted out for the invasion qf 
Ibis dominions, the king ordered all bi9 oific^^ 
to prepare for the defence of Lisbon, as be per* 
jqaded himself that the enemy would maljie at) 
attack upon that city : but whilst his fleet yas 
fOKXM'csd at I^isbon, the carl of Essex and lord 
#^Qiral Howard inade themselves fnasters of 
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Cadiz, captured several rich cr^llrons, and rr* 
duced. the duke de Medina Sidonin to thesciij 
necessity of burnmg a fleet of merchantmen, 
which must otherwise have bten taken by the 
invaders. This circuuistance struck such ter- 
ror into the inhabiti\nts of thepthei* hiaritime 
towns, that they unanimously deserted theii 
residences j while the successful sons of Albioc 
enriched themselves with plunder, setjrched tb< 
harbours^ and bade defiance to the Spanish' armsf 
Philip resolved to revenge thesie inshlls ])y J 
fresh invasion of Elizabett^^s kingdom, anc 
actually fitted out a powerful fleet for that pur 
pose : but Hiis, like his great armada, became th< 
prey of raging winds' and waves ; and the ft^ 
vessels which escaped absolute destruction wer 
driven back, in a most wretched condition^ to t^ 
port of Ferrol. 

A y. Shortly af^er the ponclusioti of peac 

1507 ^'**^ ^^^ crowri of France^ Philip brcatL 

^' ed his last at the Escurial, in tfic seventy 

first year of Iiis age. apd ?n the fprty-sdcond c 

his reign. In his dying moment?, he delivere 

a paper of instructions to his successor ; ex 

pressed the most earnest solicitude for the wd 

fare of his favourite daughter,' and ordere 

some state prisoners to be set at Iroerly. Hi 

mling character appears to have been aAibitioti 

and he seems to have aspired at universal mo 

narchy ; but, though he formed the most po 

litic schemes for reducing England, becominj 

king of the Romans, and placing the diadem c 

France upon the head of Isabella, the event 

were extremely mortifying ; and at the close 6 

a long and busy reign, his poXver aiid his trea- 

tures were equally exhausted. He is. said t< 

. bav< 



SPAIN. 28^ 

Jhavr.heon retnankubly haughty, gloomy, and re- 
served •, and his pretensions to religion were, in 
"all probability, merely pplitical. He was styled 
'•* Philip the Prudent." from the general tenor 
pr his conduct in the cabinet ; but in privnte 
.life he' was certainly vicious, and his greatest 
tbilities were exerted on. such occasions as' rather 
'derogated from, than added lustre to hig royal 
aignity. ^ ' 

' Philip III. ascended the throne in the twenty- 
ir*t ytar of hrs >ge : and a celebrated historian 
ia'8 Justly observed, tliat his favourite, the duke 
^f Lerma, obtained a more than equal share ii^ 
Hht 'adpoiinistration. At the king's marriage 
kwQ itatues were erected, one of Jupiter ana 
Wie Giber tf Pjiilip, bearing a globe upon their 
WoUlders. ' ' T^is wis an excellent opportunity 
fer a display of malevolence against the new 
biiDister; and an inscription was acc6rdingljr 
Ifixfe&'iipon the statue of th^ deity totjie'/fol- 
Jowipg' effect — " This Jupiter is tlie duke of 
Lcrnia/* ' 

• After ratifying the peace' with Eraiicc,^ . •^ 
and ceding the Netherlands to' Diorin? y:^ 
Ixabella, in consequebce ' of her rtiar- ^' ' 
. riage with the archduke Albert, the Sp:inish go- 
vcmntent sent a flee t of seventy galleys against 
the Turks J but though the en<miy*s fleet, wai' 
inuch inferior, this expedition proved eniijcly 
fruitless. 

Upon the demise of queferi Elizabeth, Philip 
seiii &D ambassador into England to complin, 
ment lung James upon his acCessioti ; and in the 
ensuing year peace was concluded between the 
jiations. Tlie earl of Nottingham w&s received," 
j^pon this occasion J at Madrid, wjth all' possible j 

demon* 
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demonttniCiooi of respect; nnd tbe yry of the 
Spanish ooaitiert wa« considerably augmented 
by tbe birth of an infant, who Vfas iifin)^ {Joo 
Philip, after bis royal parent. 

Meanwhile the eneroict of the king's h^ 
▼ourite bosied tbepiselres in contriving heinom 
charges against the nl)ject of their envy, an4 
magnified every unlucky accident into a wilftd 
mid premeditated crime. Aiuong a variety pf 
other thines, they alleged that the duties upon dH 
and wine had brought in twenty-three millioDSi 
that tbe fleets from the Indies were laden viitk 
extraordinary riches; and that, notwitbstapcSi^ 
Ifab prodigious income, the royal coffers weri} 
almost empty. Th^rse clangours, however, ^m 
soon silenced by the dismissal of state spies^ aik) 
the terminatioa of a destruciive w^r with ttHi 
United Provinces, which were afterward a^(q;iow^ 
ledgedas independents 

A j^ The latent sparks of ^niposity being; 
Yqqq °^^ rekindled in the breasts of the Spa^ 
^^' nisb ecclesiastics, a resplution vas pas^ 
ed for the general ei^ pulsion of (he lirlorescoes ; 
nnd a rpyal edict was promulgated fqx t];ia| 
purpofte, on pretence that those unbelievers baq 
invited the king pf M^i'^^cco to tnake a descen| 
upon his catholic (pajesty's dominions, apd tba( 
they had formed a dangerous conspiracy against 
the Christians. These imputations were ipdee^ 
void of foundatioQ ; apd many of the n(>ble% 
remonstrated on (he iippolicy of actipg with, 
fuch rigpqr against g race of ipep who conr 
trihuted pnost essentially, by their iudusfry, to 
the support and aggrandizement of the country : 
but every remonstrance proved ine^ectual ; 
Ae Moon^ were, ^t saverju (ioics, transporter) 

intp 
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Itltn Africili^ «nd Spain sustained a loss df jbout 
iiK hundred ihousand useful subjects. 
The newt of the death of Heniy IV. is said 
^ lo hayc fateed very acceptable to Philip and hir 
cnlnlstco At that accident concurred precisely 
with their interests. HoWver, the court was 
ordered to go ittto mourning, and a messenger 
wai diapiUcbod to Paris with compliments oif con« 
jdolence to the queen regent, as well as to remind 
herof tbe marriages which had been proposed be« 
' tween the infanta of Spain and the young king 
LovdSf and between the princess Isabella and the 
prince of Asturias* The negotiations upon these 
iubiecta were crowned with complete success) 
smd tbe projected marriages were, soon afterward^ 
'aolemnly confirnnued. 

Uppn the report of some great military prc- 
.paraUons among the Turks, the Spanish mini- 
•ten deemed it expedient to fit out a powerful 
fleet for tlie security of their coasts : but the 
grand signior suddenly laid up his naval arma- 
meot, and turned his arms against the Persians. 
Hereupon the duke of Lcrma ordered Don 
Lewis Faxarada lo make a descent upon Bar* 
bary, and to erect a strong fortress on the gulf 
of Marmora, to prevent tlie Moorish pirates ffora 
taking shelter th( re;, and disturbing! from thence, 
the commerce of Spatn« This scheme was hap* 
pily effected) and. thoagh it would scarcer 
have excited attention in the time of Charles V. 
or Philip II. it was one of the greatest exploits 
perfornx'd during this reign. About the same 
time, his cathohc niajcsty concluded a treaty of 
peace With some of the Italian states; and con- 
•anted to a general renunciation of ail his rights t9 

the 
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(he i4ic£eisioti of' any part of hh rfondiiiofw be* 
I'jnginj; to ibc CennaD branch of the buiiK of 
Aoairia. ' , ■ i, - 

^ jj ' MeanwliITc the SiAc. of I^nn^ mtroi 
V- " diiced Bis son, tht duki; of t'zeila, lo 
■""^' bis Mvereigh, ihaf ,in ciit ol iiecEs- 
iity he might succeed lum in the i-cjya! favour,- 
jvhilst bis Dcplicw, connf dbLemciK, ^ai Maced 

■ near the. prince of Astoria a, in order tlial hi 
might eonlemplaie that risiiSg Bun, and rise wild 
It above the political honSoD. The miQistei 
Wnmphed, for fiomc liinc, in the ?ic'cbmplish- 
jncut of these schemes, which pmmi&ed lo es- 
tablish his authority in the present, and tO icriiD 
Ms credit in the ensQing'rdgti. But h6 iaAl 
eventiiallj, caiise to regret bis afrahgetnditti J 
for his son felt cffeii^ed at the Contempt BJ',*«r 
ther bad shewn of . his talents ; tbfc i:afifeiiat 
whom he had recinHmeDded to his majeifj tpund 
iLaC it would be more advantageoiis to lic^d his 
'^)ace hy a Minister of his own cfeaUon tbai^ by i 
man on whbfti he was merely a'depenflefit; andf] 
by the intngnes of (hese ingratei, the counl dei 
Lemos was driven from his ne^ em()loyinent, and 
Lertna himself was, sdoil afterward, diS^isseJ 
from his majesty's service. 

It is highly probable that tbe enemies o^ Mi 
great man would have coniinued ihtse persecu^ 

^ tjons after be had retired from the helin of state; 
Lad he not provided for his peritoiial safety by 
(iroairi^g a cardinal's hnt. However, the bkvw 
with which, he was threatened fell upon his fa-, 
vourite, D(in Roderigo Caldv.rona, c/mf. of 
Uliva. This person, who was the son of a 
poor soldier Had A Flemish womati, rose from 
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itbe lowest stagie of domestic service to the con* 
£deDce of his master, the duke of Lerma, who 
procured him opulence^ loaded hitn with ho* 
nours and even permitted him to aspire to a 
viceroyalty. These signal marks of favour ex« 
eited much envy $ and on the disgrace of his be- 
nefactor be was accused of various crimes, and 
detained in close confinement. 

Early in the ensuing springs Philip * ^' 
let out, at the request of his new mi- i^Vl' 
sister, to make the tour of Portugal, and ^ 
Ufl reception in that kingdom was equally plea- 
sing and magnificent. On the feast of St. Peter 
be made ins public entry into Lisbon, where he 
found that the most splendid preparations had 
been made on his account. The river was 
literally covered with beautiful galleys and 
.other vessels j the streets were embellished with 
thirty-two triumphal arches j and the public 
display of gold and jewels was so great, that 
his majesty was obliged to prolong the show, 
that he might have time to behold the whole. 
The affability of his behaviour was particularly 
pleasing to the Portuguese nobles ; and in a 
general assembly of the states, they cheerfully ac- 
knowledged his son as heir apparent to their 
crown. The majority of the nation, hQWCver, 
were not satisfied wirh his conduct 5 for he did 
not gratify them often enough by appearing in 
public, neither did he give very satisfactory an- 
swers to some of their demands. 

During Philip's residence at Lisbon, the af- 
fairs of £urope began to be overcast 5 and, on 
lus return to Madrid, he found the ministry in 
a ftatp of embarrassinent and perplexity. The 

affairs 
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affairs of the empire were fallen into great con- 
fbsion; ItaSy and Switzerland were ready to 
arm against the increasing power of the Spa- 
niards I the governor of Naples seemed inclined 
to shake off his allegiance; and the Turks bad 
a powerful fleet at sea which excited universal 
CoosteraatioD. After mature deliberation, how* 
ever, the Spanish ministers resolved to act with 
eitraordiisaiy vigour, and their exertions wne 
attended with considerable success. Under pit- 
tetice of asMsting the archduke Albert, thej sent 
some powerful succours into Germany ; the 
viceroy of Naples was suddenly coropejled to re* 
lioquish his post ; and the Spaniards creeled se- 
veral forts in the VaJteline, which facilitated the 
correspondence between the two branches of the 
house of Austria, shut the Swiss out of Italy, kept 
the Venetians in awe, and held most of the Italian 
princes in a state of dependence which di^ered 
but little from actual submission. 

Whilst his ministers triumphed in these suc- 
cesses, Philip perceived his approaching dissolu- 
tion, and frequently lamented that indolence 
which had been the disgrace of his reign. Hf 
disapproved the seizure of the Valteline, and 
gave express orders upon his death-bed, that it 
shoold be restored. He left some written ob- 
servations for the use of his son ; and expired 
at Madrid, in the forty-third year qf his age and 
in the twenty-third of his reign, life pnnce is 
said to have received a good educii^oa, iidd to 
have been sincerely virtuous : but an Italian 
historian has justly observed that, although^ he 
exceeded most of his subjects in moral virtues, 
he was very defective in those shming qualities 
wlucb ough( ta bQ asjog^ted with sovereign 

power. 
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'power. He bad by bis queen, Margaret of Aus- 
tria, four sons and three daughters, of whom . 
Don Philip, Don Carlos, Don Ferdinand, the 
queen of France, and the infanta Donna Maria, 
survived him.; but, notwithstanding this nume* 
rous progen^, he is said to have had no better 
prospect with respect to his family than in re- 
ference to his dominions, and his refiectioas upoa 
this subject embittered his last moments. 

Philip IV. had no sooner ascended . y. 
the vacant throne, than he removed the ,goi' 
duke of Uzeda and the late kinfg's con- 
tessor from their employments: but, though he 
acted with spirit in displacing these men, he 
himself became subject to a favourite j and 
the administration was chiefly vested in Don 
Caspar de Guzman, count de Olivarez. The 
commencement of this reign was rendered un- 
popular by the execution of Rodrigo Calderona, 
who submitted to an unjust sentence with such 
patience and resignation, that his unhappy fate 
was universally regretted. 

A new system of politics was now introduced ' 
into the cabinet j and a strict league was con- 
cluded with the emperor, that, by his assistance 
war might be revived in the United Provinces, 
and that' bdth the Dutch and Italians might be 
crt'ectuirtiy humbled under the power of Spain. 
The expectations of the new minister, however, 
were sadly disappointed: for, instead of adding 
iiew lustre to his master's crown, or rendering 
any important service to his country, he excited 
the general indignation of Europe, and had 
the mortilication to hear that his exasperated 
neighbours designed to attack the Spanish do* 
minions on every side. Some trifliDg advantage^ 

Vol. XV^ C c were. 
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were, indeed, gained over the Englislj, JDutcbj, 
and French assailants j and a fortunate escape 
of the plate-fleet occasioned some, public re- 
joicings: but the pressure of e?Uraordinary taxes 
occasioned universal complaints; the insolence 
of Olivarez excited a formidable revolt among 
the Catalonians; and the Portuguese having 
chosen the duke of Bragan^a for their king, shook 
off the Spanish yoke, and recovered their former 
independence. 

* -p. These successive misfortunes, which 
^'f:^^ ought to have opened the eyes of Philip 
' and his indiscreet ministers, seem, on 
the contrary, to have infatuated both. Olivarez 
liad obtained his present ptrwcr by becoming 
the confiflcnt of his master's pleasures, and by 
encouraging his licenciousness, whiicHhe himself 
endeavoured to deceive the world with a spe- 
cious appearance of extraordinary piety. In 
the commencement of his administration, he 
mcnrred his majesty's displeasure by presenting a 
false memorial on a subject of importance ; but, 
in consideration of his alluring' a beautiful ac- 
tress, named Caklerona, to the royal couch, 
this glaring act of injustice was pardoned ; and 
the offender was, afterwards, permitted to in- 
troduce an illegitimate son at court, with the 
name of Don Henrico de Guzman. . About the 
same lime the son of Philip and Calderoua, 
then in his fourteenth year, received the title of 
Don John of Austria, and was declared geni^- 
ralissimo of the arniy against Portugal, while 
the heir apparent, Don Balthazar, was left un- 
der (he care of the countess de Olivarez;— a 
circumstance which chagrined the queen, en- 
raged the populace^ and astonished Europe. 

On 
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On the subsequent failure of an expeditioa 
against the Catalonians, the loss of Ferpignan, 
nnd the frustration of several important schemes* 
Olivarez was overwhelmed with consternation, 
snd on bis bended knees, besought permissioti 
to retire : but Philip was so far. from charging 
upon his minister the recent misfortunes, that he 
joined with him in deploring their common dis- 
appointments, and consoled him with repeated 
assurances of favour and protection. 

The credit of the count-duke » however, was ra- 
pidly declining. Tiie court was almost deserted $ 
the populace, gloomy and discontented, refused 
to exhibit their usual signs of attachment when 
the king appeared in public; and the queen 
represented to her consort* that all the calamities 
which had happened during his reign had re- 
sulted entirely from the romantic politics of 
Olivarez. This assertion was immediately fol- 
lowed by the remonstrances of the imperial am- 
bassador; and Philip's nurse, being purposely 
introduced, at this juncture, described the mi- 
series of the nation in so lively and aftecting a 
manner, that the king resolved to appease the 
universal clamour, and accordingly wrote a let* 
ter to the duke, in which he ordered him to re« 
tire to Ldclics. Olivarez seemed to hear his dis-* 
grace with perfect equanimity; and, in all pro- 
bability, would have regained his master's favour; 
but, on his publishing an imprudent memorial, a 
fresh clnnnour was raided against him, and the 
king was persuaded to banish him to Toro. 

Notwithstanding- the return of the grandees 
to court, and the liberal subsidies that were 
granted by his provinces, Philip was much 
chagrined ^at the loss of his old mimsteiTj and 

C c 2 the 



the other persons who bad engaged with him 
in this design : but the duke de Hijar, cf the 
illustrious house of Silva, perished under a ri- 
gorous confinement ; and the n^arquis de Aya- 
roonte, Don Carlos de Padilla, and r,thers, were 
doomed to an untimely death for this irr^uJar 
instance of their zeal for the tranquillity of their 
countr}'. The latter part of this year was marked 
by the death of prince Edward of Portugal, and 
the marriage of his catholic majesty with his 
own niece, Mary Anne of Austria. 
A D' Upon the demise of their king, Don 
^ ' Juan, the Portuguese resolved to bt-gin 
'* the campaign with extraordinary vigour, 
Jest their enemies should take advantage of 
their recent loss, and the minority of their prince: 
but failing, in an attempt to surprize a Spanish 
fortress, they drew upon themselves the mi - 
ciiicf which they sought to avoid ; for the duke 
de St Germaine, an Italian nobleman of grtai 
merit, being entrusted with the c<immanci ot 
Don Philip's army, soon effected the redaciiui 
of Ofivenza, one of the strongest places in Por- 
tugal, and soon afterwards added the town 
and castle of Moron to this important conquest. 
In Catalonia the Spaniards were less success- 
ful, and the subsequent destruction -of .several 
rich galleons by admiral Blake, on the islaiici 
of Teneriffe, occasioned an universal conster- 
nation: but these heavy calamities seenKd to 
be totally forgotten, and the public sorrow, was 
converted into general rejoicings, on the birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Pliilip Prosper. About this time, - also, the 
Catalonians returned to their obedience. After 
the war bctwe^u &>jm«sid Ftauce had been car- 
ted 






SPAIV. 29$ 

Tied on for several years without any ma- a -| 
terial advantages, the court of Madrid i^.^* 
deemed it expedient to accede to a nef "* 
gotiatiun, wliich, upon a former occasion, they 
had rejected with contempt. Accordingly a mes- 
senger was sent to cardinal Mazarine, and pre- 
liminary articles were settled at Paris, in conse- 
quence of wi)ich the two ministers met on the 
frontiers, at a place called the Isle of Pheasants^ 
and concluded a definitive treaty, by which th^ 
infanta was to be given in marriage to the Most 
Christian King, and a district in sovereignly 
which l)ad been designed for the prince of Conde 
\va> I o \ie yielded to the crown of France. On 
tht; 'id of Juno the projected marriage was so- 
le iiinized, by proxy, at Fontarabia; and next 
m»>rnin„, the queen- motlicr, with cardinal Maza- 
rine, i)ad an interview with his catholic majesty 
and tlic iiilania. The treaty was then sworn to 
with great Holrmnity, by both kings ; and the 
(wo courts ]( (t rach other in terms of the most 
cordial (ViciKlsijip. 

Dun Junn was now moderately sue- . j^ 
ccssfiil in the war against Portugal; ,^, " 
bill the Spanish ministers were displeased 
wiih his conduct, and persuaded the king 
to confer the command of his army upon th^ 
n)ariiui8 do Gfirraceana. This nobleman flat- 
•U-rcd his employers with the hope of reducing 
th« revolted kingdom in a single campaign j 
but, after an unr)Uccessful attempt upon Villa- 
vi( iosa, he was defeated, in the plain oi Montes 
Ciaros, with prodigious loss, four thousand vete- 
ran* being slain on the field of battle, and a still 
greater nmnbcr taken prisoners. The ne.vs of 
tlVi 'disaster had such an t licet upon Philip, 

that 
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ijiat he actually fainted away wilb the dispatches 
ip his hand. Tl.e ministers were now overwhelmed 
'wilh confnsibn; the populace exclaimed that 
Don Juan had been betrayed, and the glory of 
Castile sacrificed by an unprincipled cabal ; and 
the public confusion was greatly angmenteti 
6y an irruption of the Pprtuguese troops into 
Andalusia. 
A j^ In this melancholy situation of affairs, 

ififi*? *^^ '^'"^ ^^^ seized with a dysentery, 
' which terminated his mortal existence in 
the sixty-first year of his age, and the forty-fifth 
of h'fs reign. He left the crown to his sou Don 
Carlos, who was to be placed, during his mi- 
nority, under the tutelage of the (jueeii and a 
council of regency. His remains were deposited 
in that magnificent dormitory of the Spanish 
kings, called the Pantheon, which he had re- 
built. 

Philip IV. was a prince of good natural 

abilities} but his education was inadequate to 

the situation which he filled} and the artifices 

of count de Olivarez kept him so long in a stale 

of indolence, that he could not aflfrward attain 

a proper degree of application. Pie appears to 

have loved magnificence} and, though the greatest 

part of his reign was clouded by misfortunes or 

disappointments, he certainly had the grandeur of 

the Spanish monarchy at heart. 

. y. The young king, Charles II.* was 

iffir* inaugurated shortly after the perform- 

' ance of his father's obsequies, and 

though scarcely .four years of age, he displayed 

such promising parts that, when he was pro- 

* The infant Don Philip A'cd about three years befcre 
^his period, • - ■ - . 

claimed 
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claimed in the Netherlands, the 'people expressed 
an expectation that he would resemhie his fa« 
moiiH ancestor the emperor Charles V. Unfor- 
tunatf ly. however, the quec^n-mother was equally 
fond of power, and unable to govern with pro- 
priety; and her misconduct incapacitated the 
prince, upon future occasions, from making the 
needful reformations in his distracted kingdom. 

Having prevailed on her dying consort to 
exclude Don Juan from the administration^ this 
princess introduced into the council of regency 
father Nitard, her confessor, a man of very 
moderate capacity, and almost totally unac- 
quainted with the state of public affairs. By 
the advice of this person^ she made a solemn ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of "Portu- 
gal, and concluded a dishonourable peace with 
Louiff XIV. The states were much displeased 
at these proceedings, and unanimously entreated 
the regent to employ Don Juan, as the only man 
whom they conceived capable of restoring the 
credit and sustaining the weight of the govern* 
ment : but, as she was unwilling to adopt a mea- 
sure which might prejudice her ecclesiastical 
favourite, she proposed to Don Juan the govern- 
ing nt of the Low Countries, which he readily 
a'( epted. V/hen about to embark for the place 
ofliis destination, the prince was ii)formfd that 
\ns secretary, Don Joseph de Malladas, had 
bc( n put to deatl) by a warrant from the regent. 
J lercupon lie returned to one of his estates, and 
ioiined ao powerful a party, that, after a lew re- 
{uouatranccs, father Niiaid thought it advisable 
to reiiP:; into Italy, where he obtained a car- 
dinal's lint ; whilst his cliagriiied mistress was 
(^bliL^pd to declare Don Jfuan lieu tenant-general 
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of Aragon, in order to remove him from the 
cabinet. » 

* 1^ Meanwhile Charles 11. grew np, and 
lfi-5 *^^® period arrived for declaring him of 
- ^ ' age. A few days after the ceremony, 
bis mother required him to sign an act by wliich 
he was to acknowledge that, on account of bis 
tender age and inexperience, he still needed the 
assis^nce of the queen* and her council of re- 
gency : but he refused to put his name to it, 
and said with a determined air, " I hope God, 
¥rho hath made me king, will enable me to 
discbarge the duties of my high station, and to 
become the father of my people." His mother 
was confounded at this unexpected answer, and 
to prevent the consequences of it, she is said 
to have mixed some drugs with his chocolate, 
which debilitated both his mind and body*. 
Certain it is, that in the course of a few weeks, 
he lost his wonted spirits, and his future imbe- 
cility proved highly detrimental to the interests 
of his kingdom. 

Father Nitard was succeeded, in the queen's 
council, by Don Hernando de Vaknzuela, a 
young man of great bravery and generosity, 
but destitute of those qualities which are in<lis- 
pen^ably necessary for governing. He adhered 
with strict fidelity to his benefactress 3 caused 
the king to be continually sni rounded with his 
creatures ; and made some exertions lor ac- 
quiring; the esteem of the populace: but he had 
no idea of restoring, the reputation of the sink- 
ing state J and his vanity gav^^ a colour to the 
popular clamour which was quickly raised against 
him. 

Meanwhile Don Juan, who governed Aragon 

with 
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. With an antbority superior to that of its ancient 
5 nioivirchs, dtrived .increasing respecl ability from 
r bis own judicious conduct. Simple in dress and . 
', modest in deportment, he added to the Spanish 
- reguliuiiy that spirit which at first gave it re- 
vertnce, and made the public welfare the first 
ohj.ctof his administration. His strict adher- 
ence toihc; Aragonian constitution, and the im- 
partiality ^f bis conduct upon all occasions, wcro 
mennontrd with rapture at Madrid; and many 
of the Casti'iian nobles resolved to use their utmost 
exertions to place him at the head of govern- 
ment. Areordingly an association was tbrmcd 
for this jHirpose, and Charles readily consented 
to a personal interview with Don Juan, in which 
■ he. learned the true state of his dominions, and the 
methods by which his groaning subjects might be 
relieved. In consequence ot this interview, the 
queen-moJher' wp.s removed to Toledo; Valen- 
zuela was degraded, and sent to the Philip- 
pines ', and Don Juan was honoured, both by 
plebcicins and patrician*?, as the friend and protec- 
tor of iiis country. Shortly after this occurrence, 
a fruitless m^d piolractcd war was terminated be- 
tween thv^ courts of France and Spain by the 
treaty of Nimegoen. ^ 

The queen, fluring her administration, had 
negotiated a treaty of marriage between her 
son and Maria Anlonietta, the daughter of the 
emperor ; but Don Juan concluded another ' 
with Maria Louisa, daughter of the duke of 
Orleans. This marriage seems to have been 
equally snlisfactory to the king and the Spa- 
nish nobles : yet it was, aftei*ward8, improved 
into the cause ot Don Juan's disgrace; and that 

prioce 
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prince was so deeply afttcted by the base ca- 
lumnies of bis ent-mies, that he tell ili> and djed 
of a broken heart. He bad no sooner expired, 
than the eyes of the populace were opened to 
the fallacy of their own prejudices j even bis 
most in)placable enemies were convinced of 
bis disinterestedness ^ and the whole nation ac* 
knowledged that in him the virtues of the Spa- 
nish house of Austria bad made their last effort. 
The king, however, was so far from regretting 
bis loss, that be went immediately to Toledo, 
and brought back the queen -mother, as if to 
triumph over the ashes of a man whose zeal 
for bis country bad proved inimical to her am- 
bition. 

A j\ Charles, by a strange indecorum, 
ififto consummated bis marriage in one of 
* the poorest villages of Old Cabiilr, 
whence he conducted the new queen to Burgos, 
and, afterward, made a pompous entry into. 
Madrid. The affairs of the Spanish court were, 
at this time, in the greatest perplexity imagi- 
nable } for the king was unable to tix upon a 
minister ; the young queen was disgusted with 
aa etiquette so dissonant to her education j the 
French ambassador delivered his master's haughty 
messages in a manner which rendered them 'still 
more distasteful -, and Louis XIV. >as if anxious 
to insult his catholic majesty^s circUn stances, in- 
sisted upon several humiliating concessions to 
the name and power of France. ^ 

After mature deliberation, the duke de Me- 
dina Cceli was placed at the head of admini- 
stration : but bis talents proved unequal to bis 
undertakings and .the nation was involved iu 
complete confusion. Unable to redress so many 
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■: cyils, and confounded at the entife deficiency 
of fa nds^ he reduced the copper coin from its 
nominal to its real value, by u hich absurd mea- 
sure, money was rendered still more scarce and 
provisions much dearer. The copper was then 
called in, and his majesty promised to pay its 
value in six months ; but, as his inability was 
'Universally known, this only served to increase 
the public discontent. In this alarming exi- 
• 'gcnce, many of the grandees were obliged to 
sell or coin their plate 5 the king*s domestics 
ltt\ the palace for want of subsistence ; the navy 
"was almost annihilated ; the soldiers on the 
frontiers deserted for want of pay) and even 
the governors of fortresses quitted tKeir respec- 
tive charges Ur represent in person, what they 
had already represented by letter without effect. 
Spain was now become truly despicable in the 
sight of her allies, and her enemies triumphed 
in her accumulated misfortunes. France made 
encroachments in Biscay, Roussillon, and the 
Low Countries ; the • elector of Brandenburg 
seized 00 a Spanish galleon for the payment of 
some subsidies that were due to him : and the 
prince regent of Portugal compelled the unfor- 
tunate ministry to relinquish an island near Bu-.; 
enos Ayres, whic^; had been in the possession of 
their nation for upwards of one hundred and 
forty years. The death of tlic queen of France, 
his catholic majesty's sister, was an additional 
misfariune to the court of Madrid ; and the 
violence comn/itted by Louis XIV. contrary to 
the peace of Nimeguen, roused the populace to 
madness, and overwhelmed the ministry with 
consternation. 
At this distressing conjuncture, the duke de 
Vol. XV. D d Medina 
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Medina Coeli resigned bis post, in order to fret 
himself from the increasing clamoor of the peo» 
pie : but this resignation had no visible effect 
upon public affairs. The French mooardi, no* 
der pretence of obtaining an equivalent for the 
county of Alost, took possession of Courtnif aai 
Dixmnde ; and the Spaniards were conseqoeotljr 
driven to the necessity of declaring war : but, ». 
none of their allies chose to provoke the* fco^ 
geance of the powerfiil ^gressor^ thctr ci^ertiofii 
proved entirely fruitless, and they were aooa ohli^- 
ed to conclude a truce for twenty yaa, opoo 
very disadvantageous terms. 
. y. The dishonourable temunatkm oC tibli 
i6s4 ^*"*' induced his catholic majesty, to bc- 
' gin a thorough reformation in the aflto 
cf bis kingdom. Accordingly, many ferdgB 
commodities were prohibited, in order to oorreet 
kixuryj some unpopular taxes werp repealed; 
€nany supernumerary offices were suppressed; 
and some vigorous exertions were ouide for the 
Ibrniation of a confederacy which might curb 
die overgrown power of France. Still, however, 
^e nation resounded with rourmur&aod loud ' 
complaints ; and the court waa harassed -gby the •' | 
intrigues of the queen dowager, who rendered ^ 
<he life of her daughter*in-la\\; completely miss- < 
rable« and acted towards her, upon various ^qc 
casions, with savage brutality; Interdicting her.', 
from attending upon her husband when iiis iH 
health required her assiduities, and deprivingjiier . 
as mucli as possible of the king's compaoy - 
and affection. The, young queen died -on tln^ 
12tb of 'February, not without susfncion of poi- 
son ; and on the 15th of June following^ bis aoa* ' 
Jesty espoused the princess Mary Axm, dai^ter, . 

. • ■. . / of 
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the elector Palatine^ and sister to the reignitig 
eiDpress> 

* In consequence of a violation of the . y. 
late tince on the part of Louis XIV. all . ^' 
commerce was prohibited both in Spain ^* 

nnd the Low Countries ; and all French effects 
•were seised by an express order from Madrid. 
5lie duke de Noailles took the field early ^on the 
iide of Boussillon, and made himself master of 
Campredon : but he was so warmly attacked 
by ti)e duke de Vilahermosa, that he was com« 
pelled to evacuate his new conquest. ' The Spa- 
niards continued to press the enemy during the 
remainder of the campaign, and I'^vied some heavy 
contributions in Roussillon 3 and in Flanders the 
French troops were repulsed in some attempts 
%(rhich tliey made upon four places belonging to 
his catholic majesty. In fiarbary, however, 
the Spanish arms were attended with less suc- 
cess; for the emperor of Morocco made him* 
self master of Laroche, obliged the garrison to 
surrender at discretion, and* threw most of them 
.into a dungeon. 

A message from the new pope, Alexander 
Vlll. exhorting the king to peace, occasioned 
one of the best written answers that ever issued 
irom the court of Madrid. All the insults which 
Spain had received from the French monarch 
♦were strongly set forth 5 his holiness was remind- 
ed that it was become absolutely necessary, for 
the safety of ChrislctKlom, to circumscribe arf 
exorbitant power which had, upon various occa* 
sions, injured and oppressed all the states of £u- 
Tope; aud that the prestent war was perfectly 
.consistent with the duties of Christian princes, 
bound to protect their subjects against a poten- 
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tate who, in open defiance of justice, had so fre- 
quently violated the most solemn treaties. 
J. jy Shortly after the pubUcatioa of tM$ 

1601 "'^^"*^^*'^^» ^^ duke of Vilaherraosa coo- 
^ ' pelled the enemy to retire from Catalo- 
nia j the Spanish fleet ravaged the maritime 
parts of the country near Perpignan ; aod France 
perceived, with sensible chagrin, that she was no 
longer able to make those impressions winch bad 
formerly rendered her so formidable to bet 
neighbours. About the same time a plife-tfeet 
arrived safely at Cadiz, with thirty niilliofls 00 
board, which enabled the kin^ to make squib 
necessary remittances into Italy and theU« 
Countries. In the month of September, Charles 
was seized with so violent an indisposition, that 
his death was generally expected, and the gran- 
decs began freely to canvass the succession; 
some proposing to send for the young archduke, 
and others insinuating the propriety of adopting 
the second son of the dauphin. But the kingi 
recovery put an end, for the present, to these in- 
trigues, and the public attention was chiefly 
turned To the progress of the war, 

Tlie coasts of Spain seemed to have suflfercd 
materially, during this campaign, from the «• 
crtions of t'nc French admiral, marshal d^Etrees; 
marshal Ncxiiilcs made an irruption into the 
kingdom of Aragon ; and the reduction of 
JNIons in Flanders, pver>^hclmed the Spanish mi* 
•nistry with terror and amazement. The loss of 
Mons, however, produced a very good effect; 
for his catholic majesty resolved immedidtdjf 
to detach, in some measure, these distant domir 
nions from his crown. Accordingly, letters pa- 
(^ut were dispatched to his sierene highness thp 
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I elector of Bavaria, declaring him hereditary go« 
^ yernor ot the Low Countries^ with much greater 
' powers than had been granted to the archduke 
^^eopold, or to Don Juan of Austria. 
. Whilst the war was carried on with pretty 
equal success^ the Spaniards were universally 
^ated by a, rumour ot the queen s preguancy ; 
but this was discovered to be fallacious ; and the 
intrigues for the settlement of the succession 
were renewed with greater vis[our than ever. 
The queen and the count de Oropesa urged hia 
majesty to decide in favour of the electoral prince 
of Bavaria -, but the cardinals Cordova and 
Vortocarrero, with several great politicians, de- 
clared in behalf of the emperors second son. 
This contention was extremely unpleasant to the 
reigning prince^ as seeming to anticipate the 
bour ot his dissolution ; and^ except the imperial 
minister, none of the ambassadors could be per- 
suaded to interfere upon such an occasion. 

Marshal dc Tourville, after hovering for a con- 
siderable time about the Spanish coast, append red 
before Roses^ in Catalonia, and commence J a 
bombardmeut,^ which soon obliged the governor 
to capitulate. In the course of the sisme month, 
he surprised the Smyrna fleet, between Lagos 
and Cadiz, destroyed four men of war, and ei- 
ther captured or burnt eighty Dutch and Eng- 
lish siiips richly laden. About this time> also, 
his catholic majesty received intelligence of the 
loss of Charleroi, which had been defended by 
ihc marquis of Castile, wiih a garrison of four 
thousand live hundred men. 

..Notwithstanding these heavy misfortunes^ 
Charles steadily rejected all the overtures of the 
Irci.ch monarch, and re%'.-lvcd to probccule th*? 
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war with unabated vigour ; but, oti the doke of 
Savoy's making a separate peace, and in conse- 
<]uence of the reduction of Barcelona, Ath, and 
Carthaj^fna, he was compelled to accept ofradi 
terms as his alHes deemed reasonable. Accord* 
ingly, a treaty was signed at the castle of Ryi* 
wick, by which most of the recent conquests 
were mutually restored. 

A T) As Charles had the double mortlfica- 
l6o«J *^^"" of. seeing himself without ofFspnng, 
*^ ' nnd hearing his courtiers j)erpetuaJly cla- 
mouring respecting the succession, lie, at lengtb, 
resolved to make a will in favour of the electoral 
printje of Bavaria, which was strictly consonant 
with the disposition of his father, Philip IV. and 
witii the renunciations upon which tliat disposi- 
tion was founded : buV the young prince, whom 
he h;]d declined for his successor, died soob 
after this arrangement ; and the court of Ma- 
drid was again involved in intrigue and per- 
plexity. 

In- the spring of 1690, his catholic majesty 
went to viiit the tombs of tiis ancestors at the 
Escuria', and ordered the coffins of his nrnHber 
and first queen to be opened. Of the former, no- 
thing was perfect but one hand, which ihc king 
kissed and b-uhed with tears : but the latter re- 
mained entire, and even the colour qf the lai^ 
was uuclx'ingcd ; a circumstance which surprised 
the roycd visitor so much, that he immediately 
retired. This incident occasioned various specu- 
lations : but it Bctuis that Philip IV. had done the 
same in the year 1055 j and it was then observed 
that the body of Charles ^V. appeared more fresh 
than that of his own queen hiizab'eth, who died 
but nine years before. 

Shortly 
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• Shortly aflcr bU ret uro from the Es- . p. 
curial, ihc king appointed Don Fran- * '^• 
CISCO de Moles, duke of Parcta, his am- ^'""• 
bassador to the court of Vienna, with the warm- 
est assurances, of alfectionate attachuictit to the 
reigning family, from whence it was reported, 
I . that a new will had been made in favour of t!)e 
archduke. Abont this time, the court was thrown 
into cxmiplete confusion by a mgnk, who alhrni- 
ett that hts majesty was bewitched, tind that his 
ill beahh resulted from raagicaJ charnis, and ))rnc- 
tices with evil spirits. This ridiculous assertion 
"Was readily believed, and the king was actually 
exorcised j but, as he received no aort of bciielit, 
five ryes of the nobles were opened to their owu 
£>Uy„ aud the ecclesiastic was delivered into the 
hands ot the inquisition. I'he- king's contessor, 
who had adopted similar notions, was also dis- 
graced, and sent prisoner to a monastery. 

Upon htaring that the different powers of Kn- 
rope liad actually made a partition of his icnti- 
tories^ his catholic majesty wrote to [Uc ( in|)e- 
ror, and requested him to send the archduke 
Charles privately into Spain. To this r((jjt(-st, 
however, he received no immediate answer; and 
his mind became so distracted by the memorials 
Qt' the allies, the misunderstandings among his 
own ministers, and his want of a faith lul confi- 
dent, that he frequently traversed his apartment 
10 the utmost perturbation, wringing his hands 
like one in despair, and exclaiming with all the 
▼ehemeuce of anxious intjuietmle, *' Where is 
my sou } Where is Charles } Where is the arch- 
duke ?" At length he understot d tiuii ihe em- 
peror had refused lo send hin] ; and tlus intelli- 
geuce^ togetbef with a menacing lueinorial from 

the 
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th? F.eoch minlstrr, tbrrw bim inloanigOQ/ 
iiiLich tb'* iten^d his immediate dissolotioo. 

Aner the <ir«it violence of his emoiioos had 
subs'.icd, Cha»les seemed to recover srreogthj 
and, at the iiiaiigiiton of cardinal Portocarrtro, 
he made a new will in favour of lPhi)^>, doJre of 
x\njou. HeaI>o wrote to the duke of Pirela, to 
ai^qii lint him with the state of hisheslthv^^ 
hU ihy^'nans began to entertain such sanguine 
fcopc>, ilMt public rejoicings were made, 'at Mi* 
driJ and BrusseN, tor bis supposed rxofxrj, 
l)ur, on the 2oth of the nn.nth, he rchpsfd with 
mortal symptoms, and, after langnishinj fiw 
day«, lie cxjhied in the thirTy-niiith year'olVca 
a-^e, and the ihi. ly fifih of his feign. In thisprinct 
ended a branch of Au^irria, whirh had given fiw 
sovereigns to the Spanish nation. 



CHAP. V. 

Fro7n the Accession of Philip V. to the gentrd 

Peace of 1801. 

AS the late king's testament received the sanc- 
tion of Louis XIV. and the dauphin, Pliilip 
of Anjou was solemnly proclaimed on the 2-lth 
of November J on the fourth of the ensuing 
month he set out for his new dominions, where 
he was received with every possible mark of 
esteem and loyalty. There were^ indeed, sorac 
few persons who entered a protest against the va- 
lidity of Charles's will : but these were soon re- 
moved from the cabinet, and the new sovereiga 
entered his capital amidst the acclamations of a 
prodigious concourse of spectators. His enr 
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lagldg manners and affable deportment, insensU 
Wy won the hearts of the populace ; his clemency 
snd piety were equally pleasing to the grandees 
and ecclesiastics ; and his marriage with a lovely 
snd amiable princess of Savoy, operated as a fresh 
charm upon the whole nation. 
. Pliilip honoured the city of Barcelona . jy 
whh the celebration of his nuptials ; and ,-1^,* 
in an assembly pf the states, convened ^ ' 
at the same place, he gave a specimen of his 
jrisdom and equity, which it would be unpar* 
donable to pass over in silence.— A son of the 
duke de Mt-dina Sidonia, one of the most pow- 
Wiil and opulent noblemen in Spain, had in* 
salted an officer of the revenue who attempted to 
search bis equipage, and, in consequence of some 
dltercation, shot him through the head. Cardi- 
nal Portocarrero immediately caused the young 
lord to be apprehended, and dispatched an ac- 
count of the whole transaction to Barcelona, as 
being unwilling to take any steps without the 
iroyal command, in such an important affair, 
fbilip, having read the cardinal's letter, cajled 
the duke de Medina into his cabinet, and de- 
manded what punishment should be inflicted on 
4he son of a grandee who had killed an officer of 
the revenue tor doing his duty. The duke, af- 
4cr some consideration, replied, that the offence 
-was f>i a very heinous nature ; that the young 
man, let him be of what rank he might, should 
l)e sentenA:ed to perpetual imprisonment, and 
that his father should be obliged to provide for 
4he widow and family of the deceased. " You 
Jiave spoken,** rejoined his majesty, " upon this 
occasion like a king, and I must therefore speak 
JfO you a$ ^ father. The culprit is your owp 



sun ; <^end liim to one of your castles, anddef^ 
him there till be becomes truly repentant for liit 
t\n\U, With respect to the unhappy fMiily of 
iriy officer, I entirely approve cjf your-judgmeoti 
and am persuaded that yea wilt cheerftiJly alW 
liiem a handsome maintenance.** The dulre vn§ 
deeply affected by this act of his sfyrefRgD^f de^ 
mency^ and, from that momeE»t, adhered to lui 
interests with unshaken fidelity. 

The interests of Spain, with respect to fyragB 
affairs, were now entirely managed \ff hook 
XIV. who displayed equal spirit and prodeoop 
in contrivance j but, having outlived all thereat 
ministers who had contributed to the e)eviliMA 
of liis glory, he sometimes failed in execotictt. 
Though he probably outwitted the allies m ad' 
hering to the spirit rather than to the letter of tbe 
partition treaty, they took an equal advantage^ 
by persevering in such a conduct as rendered it 
impossible for him to discern whether they had 
resolved upon peace or war. Hi*^^ Britannic mt* 
jesiy and the states of Holland acknowledj;ed 
Philip upon his accession, and the lattef, )>y diit 
net of complaisance, recovered twenty- two bat- 
talions of veteran troops that were dispersed io 
the garrisons of the Low Countries 3 yet in ths 
beginning of September the graiKi alliazx:e was 
signed ; which measure would, probably, have 
been prevented, if France had acted with ber 
wonted enersjy. , 

In ronse<]nence of a recent insurrection aoBOf^ 
the Neapolitans, and some other unpleasant cir* 
cnmstances. Philip was obliged to leave his new 
kingdom and consort, alnrH>st as soon as he hid 
received them; and to make a tour into Italy. 
He Mas al&o compelled to rely upon the coao- 
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id and conduct of others; having, as yet, no tni* 
liiary exporience, and being too young to tbnn 
inch notions of men and tilings as were rcquiHite 
in the government of a nalion, distracted in coun-< 
dls, divided in atf'ections, and in point of power 
And treasure almost exhausted. He had, how- 
ever, tiie consolation to witness the arrival of (he 
plat|6-fie6t» towards the close of the year, with a 
cargo of sixty millions; and be fortunately pre- 
vented the loss df Cadiz, by refusing admission to 
Ibe fleet ot' the allies, which had craftily demand- 
ed #ntrance into the port without commencing 
hos^ViticB. 

4 -r^ .Having made all the necessary ar- 
irnl' nmgements, and obtained a subsidy of 
'^ * one million from the Catalonipns, Pui- 
lip embarked, at Barcelona, on the 8th of April, 
and 4)0 the I5ib of the same month landed 
Ih the ba)^ of Naples. His entry into the city, 
on the next morning, seemed to tranquillize {hn 
jninds of tlie people ; and his subsequent remis- 
aioii of some heavy arrears, threw them into sucU 
a transport of joy, that when the nobility maie 
biro a frefigift of three hundred thousand dui:atK, 
(be commons voted him four hundred thousand* 
He then expressed his inycntion of passing over 
to Sicily i but, on hearing that the late Spiinish 
ministry had so cruelly impoverished the nobles of 
ihat island as to render it imposbible for them (o 
Miatain-theexpence of a royal visit, he contented 
bimself with issuing out orders for the recal of 
exiles, and the restoration of honours and estates 
to those persdns who had been treated, during 
fbereign at' his predecessor, with unjust seventy. 
Having granted an aninesty to all v^ho \u\fl 
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been concerned in the late troubles, PhiEpqmfV 
ted Naples on the 2d of June, and prooeedod to ] 
the duchy of Milan, whence he reparedtoAe ^ 
army. On tlie 15th of August he* rignafiid. 
himself, with the duke de Vendosme, io tbe -fr 
uious battle of Lazara. The Inaperialistd, bc^ 
animated by the presence and cxani|de of prino^ 
Eugene, were very near destroying die DoilDi 
armies of France and Spain | but the leaden df 
f!ieir enemies were equally valiaat, and FUGp^ 
in particular, gave the most conviiidDg praofi 
of heroism and patience. At length, tficr ad 
obstinate conflict and a prodigious eAniaB tf , 
blood, the combatants separated, each ofe 
claiming the victory, and singing^ a soksmii SJB 
Deum. The advantage, however, was'certmlr. 
on the side of the two crowns, for, qa the IH 
day, they took Lazara with all the enemy's WUr 
gnzines ; and this conquest was speecfily foJIowd 
by the reduction of Burgoforte and Guastalla. 

Meanwhile, the queen of Spain opened'-thB 
stntcs of Aragon, and leaving them sitting at ^ 
ragofisa, proceeded to Madrid, where berjurfifil 
created universal satisfaction, and ^'efiiectfttUf 
damped some sparks of rebellion which had beoD 
kindled by an appeqrance of the enemy's Mi 
before Cadiz. Upon the first rumour of tM 
circumstance, she declared in council her readi* 
ncss to go to Andalusia, and even to dispose oC 
her jewels, if supplies were wanting. She aUo 
discovered equal tirnmiss after the misfortune at 
Vigo, where the French marine was nearly ruia* 
ed, and the Spaniards lost, according to the most 
moderate accounts, eight millions of gold. Oo 
the 20th of September, Philip returned to Baroe- 
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lona, and, Soon after, to Madrid, where cardinal 
Portocarrero still acted as prime minister. 




Majesty. Upon the advice of this prelate, Philip 
thought proper to provide for the reception of his 
confederated enemies.: and accordingly issued out 
orders for recruiting the Spanish infantry, for re- 
mounting the cavalry, and for raising a pov^erful 
body of standing forces, under the title of ** "troops 
of the household." A considerable sum of money 
was sent about the same time to France, in or- 
der to indemnify Louis for the capture of his 
ships at Vigo, and his subjects for the loss of 
their property. This measure, hou'ever, was 
loudly condemned by the generality of the Spa- 
niards ; the duke de Medina Cccli resigned his 
employments in disgust ; and even the» cardinal 
Portocarrero solicited permission to retire to his 
diocese of Toledo. 

In the mean time, the admirante of Castile, 
who had treacherously retired into Portugal, 
with a numerous train and immense sums of mo- 
ney, persuaded the ministei s of the allies, that, 
if the archduke was once declared king of Spain, 
Philip might be easily dethroned j that the ma- 
jority of the Spaniards were warmly attached to 
the house of Austria ; and that it was rather the 
irresolution ©f Vienna than the succours of 
France, which had hitherto maintained the soji 
of the dauphin in possession of il.c Castilian dia- 
dem. Upon these assurances, the king of Por- 
tugal entered into the grand alliance; Leopold 
and his son made a solemu renunciation of all 
their pretensions } and the archduke was publicly 
Vol. XV. Ee declared 
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di'c\ 'red kin^ of Spain, at Vienna, by the name 
of* Charles ill. 

1 hcse proceedings, together with some Vin- 
dictive n^.nniresroes, publislied by the archduke 
and (he kinj oF PovtUt^al, induced PhUip to draw 
up a d( chirntion, in which he established bis right 
upon the feirest grounds, and obserrcd that he 
had I een s(»lemnly acknowledged by those very 
powe^rs which were now engaged to strip him of 
the regal dignity. This -deciaration, howcfcr, 
had no effect, and the allies resolved to execute 
their project by force of arms. 

Alitr his catholic majesty had taken aoA^rao- 
lishfd several places on the frontiers of Portoe^^Ji, 
and di^feated a considerable part of tlie En^ish 
and Dutch auxiliaries, the fleet of the allies, od- 
dcr the command of Sir Geo-ge Rooke, reduced 
the important fortress of Gibraltar, wl>ich tbcj 
left umier the protecyon of the prince of Darm- 
stadt and a numerous garrison. An eng»^g^ 
U)ent soon afterwards took place between -tbc 
confederates and the French fleet, in which both 
panics claimed the victory: bat Sir George 
ilooke liad so little ammunition, that his obliging 
the enemy to retire, added as much to his rc|)u- 
latiou .'.s the n;o^t decisive victory would hate 
done, if it had been gained previously to his con- 
quest of Gibraltar. 

li\ the present distressing exigence, Philip 
f mnd it equally impossible to dciend his domi- 
nions without levying new taxes, and to impose 
those national burdens without exciting perpe- 
tual murmurs, and frequent insurrections. He 
had tl)c mortification to perceive that his snbjects 
j^rsisted in their aversion to the customs of 
i*iancc3 and the commerce of his kingdon was 
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Ui effectually ruined, that be was obliged to per- 
mit even bis enemies to resume it, provided ihey 
made use of neutral vessels. However, he made 
Ibme etlbrts which were equally consistent with 
bis royal character, and necessary for the pre- 
lervation of his crown. He estal)lished a fund 
for the maintenance of the army, and prudently 
ftnpplied its deficiencies by borrowing of the 
treafiurer of the French troops. He raised a nu- 
merous body at' household troops, afttr the exnm- 
f^ of his grandfather, and contrived to draw 
many young men of respectable families to enter 
into his service. He also iixed a cabinet council, 
and took every possible precaution for the general 
safety of his people. 

. Conscious of the importance of Gibraltar, 
and eager to wrest it from its new possessors, 
Philip sent the marquis de Villadarias to besiege 
it,, in the month of October : but, after a prodi- 
gious loss both of men and money, the project 
was found Impracticable, and consequently re- 
linquished. 

In the ensuing spring, the Portuguese and their 
allies invested Snlvaterra, and bribed the gover- 
nor to open the gates : but tlie garrison, consist- 
ing of four hundred and thirty men, chose to be 
conducted prisoneri to Lisbon, rather than to 
take up arms against their lawful sovcirign. Va- 
lencia de Alcantara made a vigorous defence 5 for 
the governor, Aionzo de Mnrin<j;a, sustained five 
tremendous assaults j and wiien he surrendered, 
his remaining tr(X)ps seized the nrnis of their 
escort, and made their escape, Ihe reduction 
of Albuquerque in Estrcmadura, tei minatcd this 
campaign. 

Philip's distress at the loss of tl^ese places, was 
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sensibly aagmented by the intrigues of bis re- 
bellious adrairante. A plot was discovered at 
Granada, for raurdering the garrison ; another, 
of similar nature, was accidenlally detected 
at Valenda ; and, after some tioie^ it appeared 
that a project had been formed to secure the 
persons of their catholic majesties at Boen Re- 
tiro, and to carry them prisoners to Lisbon, or, 
in case of resistance, to assassinate them by the 
way. As this discovery involved the msrqms 
de Leganez, governor of Buen Retire, lo suspi- 
cion^ be was arrested and sent prisoner to Pampe- 
luna : but he was afterward permitted to itioave 
into France, and livdd in universal esteem al 
Paris, whilst the disappointed admirante fell 
ill at Lisbon, and eventually died of a brokea 
heart. 

A grand fleet of the allies, commanded by the 
earl of Peterborough and Sir Ooudseley Shovel, 
sniltxl from Lisbon to Catalonia, where they land* 
ed a body of ten thousand men, and laid close 
5ifge to Barcelona. Hereupon Francisco de 
Vclasco, Philip's viceroy, called a meeting of 
the inhabitants, and told them that any persoa 
who chose might now go out to the besiegers; 
but that, if he discovered any treachery after- 
ward, he would punish it with relentless seve- 
rity : but no one accepted of this proposal. 
When the prince of Darmstadt made the first 
atlack, he met with a desperate resistance, which 
proved fatal lo himself and about five huinlred 
English troops : but the earl of Peterborough 
brought up such a powerful reinforcement, that 
the fortress of Moutjuic was soon carried, and 
r>aroeU:»na was surrendered on capitulation. All 
Catalonia, except Uosci, now declared for the 
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archduke, and the kingdom of Valencia followed 
this example. 

After mature deliberation, and a promise of 
ample succours from France, Philip marched to- 
ward Barcelona with an army of twenty thousand 
men, while the count de Thoulouse blocked it 
up by sea, and the duke of Noailles brought a 
numerous body of troops into the field, in order 
to prevent the Catalonians from disturbing the 
siege. However, in consequence of several de- 
lays, and various untoward circumstances, the 
count de Tlioulouse was eventually compelled to 
withdraw his squadron, and Philip was obliged 
to retire, with the mortification of leaving not 
only his artillery and magazines, but even his 
sick and wounded adherents, to the mercy of 
the allies. 

- Upon the subsequent success of the confede- 
rates at Alcantara, Ciudad, Rodrigo, and Sala- 
manca, M. Amelot, the French ambassador, held 
a kind of assembly of the nobles, at Madrid ; 
and begged to be favored with an explicit decla- 
ration of their sentiments, since his Most Chris- 
tian Mnjesty had no inclination to impose his 
grandson upon them, and it was become abso- 
lutely necessary that they should consider for 
whom, an4 by what means they would act for 
restoring the blessings of tranquillity and of a 
legal government to their country. The duke 
de Medina CcbU answered, in the name of the 
grandees, that, although they had received some 
unjust slights and other causes of complaint 
under the present government, yet they were in- 
violably attached to king Philip, and both their 
lives and fortunes should be cheertiilly devoted 
to his service, This answer gave ftill ^atisfac- 
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tioD; and, after some coDsideratloii> the royal 
family retired to Burgos. 

Tlie army of the allies, as had bctn expected, 
marched directly into New Castile, and took pos- 
session of Madrid; but, as the archduke was 
^lly engaged in the reduction of Aragon, and 
the ear) of Peterborough was employ^ before 
Valencia, they were soon expelled by the auited 
forces of Frauce and Spain, and tbrced to retreat 
to the strong camp of Guadalaxara. Philip 
then returned to his capital, and took (be mo»t 
vigilant methods for re- establishing his affairs* 
Ail the nobles who had declared for Charts III. 
were punished with banishment, and confisca- 
tion of their e%tates; several htreditary offices 
of gi»eat profit were annexed to the crown ; and 
voluntary contribiiiions were drawn frr»m xhf 
clei^' by a weil-timed representation of the 
effects which must result from tiie success ot 
heretics. About this time the count de \ iliars 
recovered the island of iSiinorca, wliich had 
thrown olF its allegiance; and the populace weVc 
delighted by a declaration of the queen^s preg- 
nancy. 

. y. Early in the spring of this year, the 
. ' «' marquis de las Ivlinas and the earl of 

^ ^' Galway took the field, with about sixteen 
thousand horse and foot, in order to destroy 
the Spanish magazines, and to cover the king- 
dom of Valencia from the attacks of marshal 
Berwick. Upou their resolving to besiege the 
castle of Villuna, the marshal marched to its re* 
li^, and a baide ensued, in the plains of Ahnan- 
za, which terminated in the utter defeat of the 
allies. The marquis de las MInas was danger 
rgusly wounded, and his mistress, who had aci- 

companied 
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a: Compnniecl him in an Amazonian habit, was 
killed by his side. Tiie earl of Galway had, also, 
j; two wounds in the face, which prevtnlcd iiini 
•J from giving orders 5 colonel Hill with the remains 
; of thirteen battalions were made prisoners on th« 
f banks of the Xucar; and one hundred and 
J twenty standards,, with all tl.e baggage and artil- 
lery, fell into the hands of the conquerors. Shortly 
after this victory, the kingdoms of Aragon and 
Valencia were reduced and deprived of their pri- 
vileges. The city of Saragossa was mulcted, on 
this occasion, in a fine of forty-live thousand pis- 
toles, and a column of infamy was erected on the 
ruins of Xativa. After some time, however, a 
royal edict was promulgated, by which the nobles 
of Ai;agon and Valencia were reuderc d capable of 
all olfices and honours throughout his majesty's 
dominions, and permission was granted to 
rebuild Xativa, under the name of St. Philip. 

The 25th of August was marked by tj-e birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Lewis, and acknowledged presumptive I eir to the 
crown of Castile, and all its dependencies. Car- 
dinal Portocarrero made a present, upon this 
occasion, of five thousand pistoles to tile royal 
treasury ; the queen dowager made public rejoic- 
ings for three days at Bayonnej and many of the 
grandees who had withdrawn themselves from 
court, embraced so favourable an opportunity of 
making their peace with the king. In the month 
of October, Charles III. espoused the princess of 
Wolfenbuttel, and, by his return from the army, 
stifled a dangerous sedition in Barcelona, where 
the people bad begun to apprehend that they were 
unjustly abandoned^ and that they should soon be 

exposed . 
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exposed to the same vengeance as bad recently 
fallen upon the people of Aragon and Valencia. 

In the ensuing year, Philip was sensibly cha- 
grined by the desertion of. a small squadron under 
count de Santa Cruz, and the subsequent loss of 
the fortress of Oran, which, for roany years, had 
been defended against the itifidels. He also heard 
that general Stanhope bad reduced the island of 
Minorca, and that the archduke's partisans had 
used their utmost endeavours to excite a revolu- 
tion in Sicily : but he received material consola- 
tion by the safe arrival of his galleons, which 
we're laden with twelve hundred thousand pieces 
at eight, besides nine hundred thousand sent as a 
present to the young prince of Asturias. 
A D ^pon assurance that his grandfather 
. * ' had been compelled to treat of. a se- 
' ^' parate peace, Philip, with the advice of 
his best friends, resolved to place all his affairs 
on a Spanish foundation, and to throw himself 
entirely on the affections of his people. Ac- 
cordingly, the dnke de Medina Coeli was placed 
at I he head of the administration j the marquis 
do Kedmar was declared secretary of war ; 
the French ambassador was ordered to quit the 
kingdom ; and several domestics belonging to 
the duke of Orleans were treated with great 
severity. To complete the whole, as soon as 
the allies had published their preliminaries, 
his catholic majesty addressed circular letters 
to all his subjects, in which he exaggerated the 
cruelty of his enemies, in compelling his grand- 
father not only to abandon his interests, but 
even to assist in wresting the sceptre from his 
hand; yet^ he said^ in this they did him honour, 

since 



SPAIN. 3^1 

since it showed their opinion that he would de- 
fend himself to the utmost extremity — an opi- 
nion justly founded ; as he was really determined 
to die at the head of the last Spanish army, and 
to tinge the beloved earth of Castile with his 
blood. This declaration produced its desired 
effect; for the general assembly of the clergy 
immediately granted a free gift 5 the grandees 
cheerfully gave up their plate to be converted into 
coin ; and a spirit of loyal enthusiasm diffused 
itself through the whole nation. About this 
time, the marquis de Baye defeated the Portu- 
guese army, in the plain of Gudina^ and took 
fifteen hundred prisoners. 

In the course of the following spring, Philip re- 
ceived a timely supply by the arrival of a plate- 
fleet at Cadiz -, and the Spanish subjects were uni- 
versally charmed by his equity in imprisoning two 
French captains who had attempted to sail home 
with their cargoes in contempt of the royal order. 
The sudden and unexpected disgrace of the prime 
minister, on the 15th of April, is thus related :— • 
" About eight o*clork in the evening, his majestj^ 
called the duke de Medina. Coeli into his cabinet^ 
and, after a short conversation, directed him to go 
to the secretary of slate's office to inquire for some 
dispatches. The duke readily obeyed : but, on 
his arrival at the office, he was arrested, and con- 
ducted, in a coach-and-six, to a castle near Segor 
via. When the officer parted from hjm, he pre- 
sented him with a night-gown, a box of chocolate, 
a pnrse of gold, and some other necessaries 5 ob- 
serving that the king had taken care to provide 
them for his accommodation." 

After much speculation pn this singular oc- 
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currence/ it was given out that the duke haJiRlcl 
an improper correspondence with the king s ene** 
tnies^ and a junto^ appointed to examine his pa- 
pers, coDdemned him to suflfer death -, but Phi^p 
thought proper to change that sentence into per- 
petual imprisonnoent. 

In the ensuing campaign, Philip's arm/ was 
totally Fontedj near Saragossa, by count Stareni- 
berg, and Charies III. took possession of Madiid; 
but, after some time, the aspect of affairs was to* 
tally changed/ and Philip returned in trionfb io 
his capital. He then crossed the Tagus, andsor* 
rounded general Stanhope/ who had retired, yi^ 
eight battalioQs and four regiments of cavalry, to 
the little town of Brihuega. The besieged troops 
made a vigorous defence, and resolutely dispotcd 
every inch of ground with their assailants -, bat a 
general shower of tiles and stones from the tops 
cf the bouses compelled them to surrender pri' 
aoners of war. About the same time count Sta- 
remherg was defeated, with considerable loss, at 
Villaviciosa. 

The duke de Vendosme distinguished himself 
in so signal a manner upon these occasions, that 
the populace universally saluted him as the 
deliverer of their country j and Philip demon- 
strated his gratitude, at a review, by putting 
into his hand an order for fifty thousand pieces 
of eight for his equipage. The dske appeared 
rather surprised; but, turning suddenly to the 
troops, "These," said he, *'are the brave men 
who fixed the fortune of Spain at Villaviciosa -, and 
these only are deserving of the royal favor." 
He accordingly distributed the whole sum in> 
necessaries among the private men. Soon after 
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this occurrence, Charles III. quitted Barcelona, 
in ordrr to return to his hereditary dominions j 
iiUtiligence was brought to Madrid of the em- 
peror's death, and negotiations for poflcc were 
privately commenced. 

At the beginning of this year a con- * j^ 
gress for a general peace was opened, ^yio' 
wiih the usual ceremonies, at Utrecht: * 

but Philip's plenipotentiaries did not repair thi- 
ther, as being apprised that, till their master's 
title was acknowledged, they could not be re- 
ceived. About this time, the king disgraced the 
count dV\guilar, lieutenant-general and captain 
of the guards, wlio had been long famed for his 
conduct, zeal, and fidelity, but who unfortunately 
possessed a violent temper. He submitted with 
perfect magnanimity to his misfortune, and spent 
the remainder of his days in tranquil retirement. 
In the month of June, Sjiain was deprived of her 
most gallant defender by the sudden death of the 
duke de Vendosrae, whose remains were in- 
terred in the Escurial, with the same honors 
which had been paid to those of Don Juan of 
Austria. 

By Philip's solemn renunciation of 4 t^ 
all pretensions to the crown of France, ji.o* 
and by an alteration * of the rule of ^ 
succession, made by a general assembly of the 
states, the greatest obstacle that retarded the 
restoraticrti of peace was done away -, and, after 
some time, a defmirive treaty was concluded, 

* An entail was made, in case of failiii;e, on the house 
of Savoy, to the perpetual exclusion of that of Austria. 
The crown was also settled on the next heir male; whereas 
hitherto, femaies, if nearest in blood, had been capable 01 
succeeding. 
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lion, aad indoced him to declare war agatnst 
Great Britain on the I8ih of Januaty, 1/61, and 
^inst Portagal on the l6th of June following. 
TniB war, however, proved very unsaccessful, 
and oh the tenth of February, 1763, a treaty of 
peace was concluded between the courts of Ma« 
drid, lisbon, and London, 
j^ «^ Charles III. seems to have exposed 
' 'r^' himself to great danger by a fruitless 
.^ . attempt to introduce the French dress 
and customs into his dominions : for, in con- 
qoenoe of a severe edict against the use of ftapped 
bats and long doaks> which froiti time immemo- 
rial have been W9m by the Spaniards, violent dis- 
turbances broke out, on the twenty-*- third of 
March, at Madrid* in which upwards of eighty 
soldiers were killed, the house of the marqqi^dk 
Squillacct was demolished, and the rioters, conn 
sisting of near thirty thousand persons, surrounded 
the palace in so tumultuous manner, that the 
Icing deemed it expedient to shew himself from 
a t>al^ony, and to silence their clamour by promis- 
ing to dismiss his Italian ministers, to repeal the 
late offensive edict, and to pard9n all tl)at had 
passed on the present occasion. ^' upon these con- 
cessions the multitude left the palace ^ and, in 
their return, happened to meet the English am- 
bassador, whom they saluted with loud and re- 
peated acclamations of '* Vivaa' la lihertaa' ;^* some 
b( their, leaders then requested his lordship to put 
on his oloak and beaver ; apd on his prompt com- 
pliance, they exclaimed, as .with one voice, " Np 
' French fashions j peace with fcnglai\d, and war 
with all the world beside !*' The mutineers now 
dispersed t^o their resp«;ctive hp^tit^s, and tl)e most 
perfect tranquillity was^ in a few hours, restoied 



S^voy } and she actuaHj |N^dcilrc4 for bet eHeH 
son, Don Carlos^ the kingdom of Naplek^ with 
Parma, Placentia, and ct\xt apfendagss in ]talv« 
Philip V. died in 1^4, ai^er a torlralent reign of 
forty-three years. 

His successor, Ferdinand VI. ftppears to b*iPf 
been a mild and equitable prince. He oMl<* 
eluded ihe peace of Atx la Qiapella, and mad/^ 
some laudable exertions for the' rofiiirmatioa 
of national tboiet and the pnomothm ef cdift* 
merce : but the tranqoillity of bit rdgn has Aaf a 
nished Utile matter for the pea of an histofiaii; 
In private life Ins virtotfs shone witli peciiliaf 
lustre, and bis conjugal attachqnent was so sioK 
cere, that he found it impossiblo to dispel the 
ckep melancholy which malted flroiH the losA 
of bis beloved consort. He expired in l^S^y 
after having held the rdlns of govenrntent fifteell 
years; and his remains were deposited^ with 
equal pomp and solemoity> iB theconveat of the 
visitation at Madrid. 

As Ferdinand died wtthoat islne^ ^ A t> 
Spanish crown devdved apoo his brodier ,1^' 
Charles III. then king of Naples and the ^^^9* 
two Sicilies. Accordingly that prusce, by a se^ 
lemn act of settlement, transferred his Italian 
possessions to his third* son^ and hastened ta 
Madrid^ to receive the homage of his new sub^ 
jects. The commencement of his rdgn was per4 
fcctly traoqnil ; and Charles seemed to diivote Mil. 
whole attention to the internal economy of hl» 
doAlnionsj but hit zeal for the family compact of 
the honse of Bourbon soon roused him into ac« 

* The eldest son was excluded on account of hit men* 
tal imbeciltty, after a ittiAtite easMinati^ bj the Idfijfs 
phTficians. 
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cM-dimmce Qpe& Ii4i OGcasion^ seems to havebeea 
ihc resi^lt of 9 CQuadl heU 09 the tweDty-ninih 
of Japoanr; yet tbe Jesuits were surprised in 
their beds/ on the thiny-^rst of March foUoiinDg, 
without the least inticnatiofi of inapending danger. 
Finding their houses surrounded by large dsitach- 
loents of r^ular troops> end bong acqaainted 
v«4i l^e royal c^^oiaad, they packed up wA 
iM^i^ga OS were requisite for their jbttrDey« and set 
out tQ Cvthogena ii»d0r ibeescort of tL^twogBad 
fmamanfi guard-f-cbsiBes* w^;goos, apdodier 
carr^ges having been leoiirca and dialfibated 
In proper places tQ icoelerate their deparUne. 
All (hi4 ¥^38 e&cced without any disturbance ; lo 
4iat the InhabitQuts of Madrid knew nothing fi 
the matter till the pexlt upeming. 

On 4be third day* the Jesuits* €oI]q;e at Btf* 
celona w^a invested by a detachment of trot^ ; 
the jpemberB were vent off under a strong guard; 
^nd ih^ir effects were innoaediately se^ed up^ 
8iBiil9r measures were taken at the sane hotu^ 
ia every pairt of Spain -, and the prisoners wen 
conveyed, by different embarkations, to Italy. 
The king then published his royal ordinanct. 
by which^ aiilong otht^r injunctions^ the sufferers 
vere positively forbidden to write any apolo* 

Sies or justifications contrary to the resppct 
ue to the said ordinance; and silenoe was 
if^iqtly urged upon all his majesty's subjects who 
4egired to escape the pains and penalties of high 
treason 

Meanwhile, the news of this event was re- 
ceived at Rome with inexpressible astonisl^meot ; 
9nd tl^ first tntelKgencr was almost imnudiately 
fqUowed by the arrival of fourteen transports, 
with lunt ViVUEkAxtjdkVCi^^MtiCit^ Jesuits on board, 
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^t Civita Vccchia. The pope, hoWerer, havinj 
consulted ^ pondnye of cardinals, positively for- 
'bade their neception in thb Ecclesiastical State i 
and sjBnt two couriers to Madrid to expostukle 
l^ith the king on the impropriety of so sudden a 
yneasure, and {o remind him, that, although be 
iia4 an indisputable right to treat his own subjects 
as he t(]ought proper, yeC he could not oblige any 
otiier sovereign tp give them an asylum. Np 
notice, howeyer, was taken of these repres^nta* 
.lions ; and tlie ipiserable fugitives, after wandeiv 
ing about the seds, eiidaring numberless hard-r 
'«bips, and finding prrry port shut against them, 
yrere, at last, happy to iind an asylum in the 8teri| 
island of Corsica. 

Some time aftjer the adjustment of ^ j^ 
this business, prodigious preparations |^-,' 
were made, in Spain, for an invasion ' ' • 
of Algiers } and the armament w^s provided 
^ith such immense stores of provision, and 
other necessaries, as seemed calculated for the 
establishment and support of a numerous co^ 
lony. At length, the whole force asAe^ble4 
at Carthagena, an4 is said to have consbted of 
9even sail of the line of sf venty-fpur guns each ^ 
eight of forty guns; thirty- two frigates firoiq 
twenty to thirty-six guns; and about twenty 
SQiallef vessels of vartoiis coQstructbns; with 
four hQndred transports, and ndneteeo thoii* 
sand aeamefi and marmes ; be^es twenty-two 
thousand ioiiantry, four theoiap^ eavalcy, and 9 
pumeroua train qf artaUeiy, sfM jDK^iosed. d the 
jnost ^sttaigaishpd rcsginenta in Spaiq; The 
ifoarmt Wn ooimnaflidtti by Aoaf olni ^B^ttym, 
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had acquired great reputation in the Spanish 
service. 

In the beginning of July this formidable fleet 
arrived in the bay of Algiers, where the com- 
luanders found every appearance of a vigorous 
-defence. A false attack was made upon some 
forts near the to\^n, in order to favour the 
debarkation of the troops ; but though the Spa- 
niards easily effected a landing, they found aii 
the neighbouring hills covered with Moors^ who 
evinced the utmost impatience to engs^ them : 
and, afVer an obstinate battle of thirteen hoars, 
the Spaniards were obliged to retire, and to laVe 
the immediate advantage of the night for a re-em- 
bark atlon. 
A n When the war between England and 

* ' ber American colonies had subsrsted for 
^^^' some time, and Frnnce had taken part 
with the latter, the court of Madrid thought pro- 
per to recal their ambassador from London, and 
to comm'-nce hostilities again«t Britain.. Accord- 
ingly, they laid siege to Gibraltar, and made some 
great naval preparations : but all their exertions 
proved totally unavailing against an enemy who 
had so long and so ably maintained the dominion 
of the seas. 

It appears from several concurring circum- 
stances, that the Spanish commanders in Annerica 
and the West Indies had been acquainted with 
the intended rupture between Spain and Eng- 
land, long before the declaration presented by 
their minister to the court of London. And to 
this pre-intelligence may be aiscribed the 8ub- 
sequent loss of the British settlennents oo the 
Jd«Misup0» and the capture of the trobpt destined 

for 



for their protection. But this conquest was soon 
counterbnlanced by an ignominious repulse from 
the bay of Honduras, the reduction of fort Omoa, 
and the loss of several register ships, 

£arly in the ensuing year, his catholic ma- 
jesty received intelligence that Sir Greorg6 Rod- 
ney had taken a Spanish fleet', consisting of fif- 
teen sail of merchantmen, under convoy of a 
sixty >four gun ship, four frigates of from twenty- 
six to thirty-two guns, and two smaller armed 
vessels; that he had also captured the greatest 
part of a squadron under the command of Don 
Juan Langara ; and that he had, in spite of eyeiy 
precaution, relieved the fortress of Gibraltar. 

In consequence of this intelligence, the Spa- 
niards redoubled their vigilance to cut off all 
future relief from Gibraltar, and a scheme wai 
concerted for destroying a little squadron which 
had hitherto checked the ardour of their enter- 
prise. Accordingly, seven fire-ships, supported 
by a crowd of row-boats and galleys, were sent^ 
on a very dark night, against* the enemy, wUle 
B squadron of Spanish vessels tinder the ad* 
miral Don Barcello, stood near the entrance oJF ~ 
the bay, to cover the attack, and to intercept anj^ 
ships which might attempt to escape. The Bri- '' 
tish commanders and seamen, h6wever, exerte4 
themselves with ' such . boldness and- presence 
of mind, that this prqjtet was uttedy frus^ 
trated, and • the Spaniards had the mortifica- 
tion to see ^en* their firC'^ships grappled and 
towed off amidst the barstingt)f shells and all 
the horrors of a soeike which teemed with de>- 
struction. ' ' . * 

Thou^ the- Spaniards laboured assidaoushr 
in pushing on- tb^r works^-towant the fortress, 

the^ 






tdey hfd (ire^utaUy the raortificatkHl of sedftf 
^ ^'uitsof much time and ingenuity destroyed 
ib a iew hcmra, by the weight of fire from the 
batteries, and tbeir chagrin was iusensihly in* 
^rclased by a«aUy of th# bemeged, in which they 
lost three plooes of casnon. These circuinstani.'eg, 
together with the vexation of being ba|ied by a 
baneful of men^ iaspirad the besiegers with a 
project which occaHO(|e4 much trouble %o (be 
garrison, Thi» W4s ibe ffjinalng i^ nupiber of 
gUD^boats which might carry very heavy cao^ 
«0B ^fid naprtars* for the purpo^ of bombardtDg 
Ibe town, wlulsl ttu^ir own lowness, and the. 
difficulty of poreeiyiiag Objactf » would necessarily 
maerve them ^oin the fins of the gariisoq. fi^ 
ms f (Ssct of these 4oatibg batteries waa opt folly 
t^werieoced till the ensuinjr ye^r. 

in the meaa time the court of Madrid wsis 
fully occupied in devising $chemes K>r replenishing 
^ exhausted treasury, ^nd for prosecuting a 
war wiuch seems to have b^n A)Vinded entirely 
V|>oa Bourbom principles^ if) opposition to the 

Sneral will of the nation« The in^uenqe cf 
e mimstry, apd a jealovisy of national honour^ 
]bowever, induced sevc^l citi^> eomraunitieai 
itt)4 even individuala^ to cpnuihute . largely to 
the exigepcy of the ^tate. The ;^rcbbwJbop of 
Toledo, lis particular, appropriated tlie whole of 
jhis t'a&t revenues to the aupport of ^e w^, du^ 
rlng-ifie tim^ fxf its ooiu^mi^Bcev Histe^ricai 
JQstfpf o^e$ us to add, lihal t^ S^tiaJi pii- 
f onei^ rpfeived the m^^ ^ftinguiahing marks cf 
^ kfnd^s^ an^ lespppt from ^ geni?r^li^ pf the 
Spanish gran^lees. This year the j^pmiar^ 
fifiec^ (fie fokiction'c^ fort Mobille^ and' the 
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' ened the British islands in An)erica with m- 
iniiunt danger: but a raging sickness^ which 
' broke out among their troops, au/d the heavy loss 
^U'hich tiieir squadron suHtained, by a hurricane, 
in its way to West Florida, damped the ardour 
c^.tiieir commanders, and retarded their opera* 
lions. Pensacola, however, was, about ihit 
time, added to their conquests. 

£ager to recover the important for- ^ «^ 
tress of Gibraltar, which had recently. '^ 
received fresh supplies from England, ^ ' 
}he Spaniards lavished their treasures with bo 
unsparing hand, and the whole labour of the 
nation seemed exhausted in the stupendous 
works which were now raised before that [^ace. 
One hundred and seventy pieces of cannon of 
ihe lie^viest metal discharged tremendous tor* 
rents of fire, at once, upon that narrow spot« 
and the bombardment was continued for sudk 
XI considerable time, without intermission, that 
not only the fortress, but the rock itself was ac« 
tually menaced with destniction. 

The view of this scene was dreadfully 8U« 
blime and splendidly magnificent from the 
neighbouring hills of Spain and Harbary, during 
the night : tr spt- daily in the beginning, when, 
the cannonade being returned with equal power 
. and fierceness by general Ellipt, the whole rocl^ 
seemed lo disgorge a tremendous mass of fire, 
and all distinction of parts was lost in fiame and 
smoke. 

Notwithstanding the unprecedented fury of 
this attack, the loss of the garrison was much 
Jess ihan couli.1 i ave been imagined, even with- 
out considering the narrowness of the ground 
t,hey defepd^d^ ifs ejeva^ed situation above the 
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works, and the great proportion ot men wlif) 
were conlinually exposed in the dnty or relief ot' 
guards. The town and its inhabitants, how- 
ever, received the whole weight of the con- 
nonade and bombardment, and a scene of car* 
nage took place tliere, to which \Ue roost aDi- 
tnated deKcription must be inadequate. Motiiers 
and children lock;xl in each others*s arms, were 
so completely blown to pieces by the bombs, that 
their shattered fragments seemed rather aoniiii- 
lated than dispersed 3 whole families were crush «• 
ed beneath the ruins of their houses f wretched 
fagitlves who ran for shelter to the more remote 
parts of the rock, were overwhelmed by the fire . 
from the adjacent gun-boats -, and ladies of the 
most delicate habits and constitutions deemed it 
the greatest felicity to 6nd a temporary security 
and repose in the casemates ; which resounded^ 
with the noise of a crowded soldiery, and the 
heart-rending groat^s of those who had been dan- 
gerously wounded in defending the works. 

Hitherto, general Elliott had acted with ex- 
treme caution, not only out of tenderness for tlic 
lives of his men, but also to prevent a waste of 
his ammunition. But as he now' perceived that 
the Spanish works had arrived at their highest 
state of perfection, he consiJered this as tiie i-ro* 
per season of cittcniptlng tlieir destruction. 
Accordingly, at nn appointed hour, a strong 
detachment issued from the garrison, and di- 
vided ilseii'into three column^, by w':ich meiius 
the besiegers' works were every where attacked 
at thj same, instant, and then the fury of thci 
assiiilants proved totally irresistible. Confounded 
by this vigorous and unexpected atmck, the 
Spa^iiards gave way v>u every side, and gazed in 
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wient horror on tl)e ruin of those prodigious 
works, in uhich the hopes of all Spain were , 
centered. Ihe most wonderful exertions were 
made in the mean time, by the English, whose 
pioneers and artillery-men spread their fires 
witi) such rapidity tuat, in half an hour, two 
mortar batteries, with all the lines of approach, 
traverse, and communication^ were in flames; 
the mortars and cannon were spiked -, their car- 
riages and platforms destroyed -, and the maga- 
zines blown up in regular succession. The as- 
sailants then returned to the garrison with very 
inconsiderable loss. 

After a long and obstinate resistance, fort St. 
Philip was surrendered to the combined armies 
of France and Spain -, but as the conquest result- 
ed entirely from the sick and reduced state of 
the garrison,^ the governor obtained all the 
honours of war on his capitulation. " So tra* 
gical a spectacle, and at the same time so glo- 
rious to the huHerers (says an elegant writer) 
has not often been beheld, as the poor remains 
of this garrison exhibited in their march through 
tlie Spanish and French armies, which were 
drawn up in opposite lines for their passage. 
Six hundred old, emaciated and decrepid soldiers 
were followed by one hundred and twenty of 
the royal artillery and two hun^lred seamen j 
and about twenty Corsicans, with a soniew hat ■ 
greater number of Greeks, Moors, and Turks, 
closed the procession." When* the battalion^ 
came to the place appointed for laying dowtx 
^heir arms, the soldiers energetically exclaim^c) 
that they surrendered them to God and not ^^ 
ihq enemy. The Spaniards seem- to have beet^ 
^ec^ly M&<M upoo t)H< ip.tere$t\u(i oocaalot^ . 

7 ^Xi 
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and their subsequent behaviour towards the pri" 
tioners reflected tlie highest honour on thdr hu- 
numity. 

Ambition^ honour, pride, and revenge, now 
concurred iii urging the Spaniards to the ufmost 
exertions of power and of skill for the reduction 
of a place which had hitherto defied then* most 
vigorous assaults, and baffled all their projects. 
It was, therefore, with extreme pleasure that 
Charles listened to (he plans of cheralier cfe 
Arfon, a t French engineer of great rbpatatioo, 
and the Spanish courtiers were so cmifident of 
success, that tliey seeraed to expect iheettiniMhtm 
of die fortress, m case the> garrison should persist 
10 their obstinacy. 

The subsequent preparations were beyond ex^ 
ample ; for no less than twelve thousatni pieces 
of beai^ ordnance were accumulated before the 
place ror the numerous intended purposes oi 
attack by sea and land ; the quantities of military 
stores and ammunition were so immense as to 
exceed credibility; eighty gun-boats and bomb- 
vcssfls> besides a floating battery and five borob- 
ketches on the usual construction, were appoint- 
ed to second the efforts of the great battering 
ships; nearly aU the frigates and smaller armed 
vessels of the kingdom were assen>bled to af- 
ford requisite assistance; and the combined 
fleets of France and Spain, amounting to about 
fifiy shtp9 ef the line, were to cover and support 
the attack. 

Nor were the preparations by land mferior 
to tho^ by ste. The duke de Crillon was as- 
sisted by ai prodigious number of able olfieers, 
and gallant vokmteen, who had been drawn, by 
A^hl^M^niilMX'i^^ «figir A«m <very 
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part d Eomef tvi^e tkansaad Ftencb troops 
vnat brmght to 4kffion tbeir pecufMnr macity 
tlMwagliths SpofiiaiianByf and the general en* 
tboBMft was augnroted bjr tbe preftence of two 
French princes (tbe count 'de Artois, asid tbe 
Mat lb Bouvbon) wbo sotmcd jpmticfAm\j de» 
airoili cf partdking in tkaglerjof bo ilkittnoas 
ae enteipnao^as Sm Vfcomrj of GribraHar to tbe 
S|panisb taowtit. 

TbirartmL atf tbe Fieiicfa princes oocaaocied 
adiaplay ai poixteoe^ and goociosilf wbicb mna 
caaaoli .pefaa ad tf ound^Ks to pan over in silence* 
-^Soms pocketo dbraetadto tbe officers. 10 6i- 
l^m^tar, beving faflen nlo tbe bands of tbe Spa->^ 
niards> twfe transnniltad to Madrid,' wbere the/ 
lagr mhttm tbe amnt de Artcia anived ^ that ca*" 
pital. Tbe prince oenocivio^ this to be a pl^eaa* 
ittg introductioi to a gcneroas eaemy^ obtained 
tbe packetsi ftom hm catbolic majestr; and con-^ 
'•eyed ihein^ mulct bk i^mtb care, to tbe camp. 
Tbr dake de Crillon^ abe^ sent a very polite 
letter^ and a pfesent ef kik and vegetables to 
govesner EUdot. Bat, althonj^b that geBtlemat^ 
aeliiienirledgBd tbesa fisnrouf» 10 tbe nsost ptdhr 
naanncr^ his resokitfoir ooatlnued tmsbakeny and 
be eveo ventured; by sodden add pnexpecl^ 
hisolt, to provoke his caoibiDcd cnemies' flo tbe 



la. the morniin^ of the d& o£ 8epten>ber, a vih 
gorouii caaaoaade,. and borabardmeiit wkb ned-i 
bo6 bdJay shcllsir and caraasaea, cooinieneedfrona 
tise gaBmoB^ and was supported tbnough tfie day 
wkibsucb extraotdinaiy sintt and perseveraa(e«r 
that two- of the Spanish' batteaee weoe entiielyt 
oeaaanied, tpgetfanrt witb> their gaa-cariiageay 
pkufonns, md negaainear great gaBt^of the eoiati* 

V'Qh*,lty, Gg m>^\2^^^« 
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resistance might be rendered unequal to the 
force and weight of the grand attack. The ad- 
jacent hills, at the sanad tiaic, were covered with 
anxious spectators ; and it seemed as if all Spain 
bad assembled to witness the united powers of 
gunpowder and artiller)r, in the highest state of 
discoverer and improvement. 

Notwithstanding these tremendous prepara« 
tioDS, general EHiot retained bis accustomed 
firmness, and returned the attack with such 
fury, as utterly astonished the txHomanders of the 
allied armies* The number of red-hot ballsi 
which the battering ships received in the cou rse 
of the day, wa9 estimated at upwards of four 
thousand ; and while these vessels seemed to be 
the principal objects of vengeanc^^ the whole ex- 
tent of the peninsula seemed overwhelmed with 
the torrents of fire that were incessantly poured 
upon it. 

The construction of the battering ships was 
80 well calculated for resisting the action of fire, 
that, for several hours, the prodigious cannonade 
from the garrison seemed totally intffectuaU 
About two o'clock, however, the admiral's ship, 
and that commanded by the. prince of Nassau, 
were perceived to be in a perilous situation, and 
by the evening, the fire from the fortress had 
gained a decided superiority. This circumstance 
gave fresh animation to the besieged, who conti- 
tiued their exertions with unabated vigour through 
the night; and about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the two first ships were enveloped in fiames, 
and the cotifusion became geqeraL Numbers of 
mockets were now thrown upBs signals of extreme 
danger, and all possible means were immedi- 
ately used by the fieet to render the necessary 
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CDfitinual diftchfir^ of w^Wcty, t» the gvm oti 
m^try mde became heated) ni§he4 cm Inrard the 
Imrntfig reflsels, and drad^ed the distracted suf* 
ferenootofthemidalof trodfliBes. In these ex- 
ffwrdHnnty efforts^ captain Cnrtis was peculiarly 
tfistioguisbed > and hi* life was fepefttealy in ex* 
trrme danger. ProvidcncCj^ htywercr, stniled on 
Ikis htmtane intentions, and he had the matchless 
•atisfaction of saving aboot four hundred indivi- 
<!ua)sfrom impending destroction. Gneat num* 
t)rrs» hovce^'er, perished : and, it is supposed,' ac- 
fording to ihc most moderate computation, that 
the SpaniifTds k>st upwards of fineen hundred 
men, inchicliug the prisoners and wounded, in the 
iHivai attack. The loss sustained under the pro- 
digious 6re thrown upon the istlimus, during the 
whole time pt' attack, cannot be ascertained. 

On the side of the garrison the loss was mucif 
]fssthan could hate been supposed; and was 
€h\v(iy confined to the corps of artillerjr, and to 
the marine brigftde.- Nor was tlie injury done 
ff> the woriis, sufficient to give any future an* 
wf^rehension, or to ht>Id any proportiof) with tne 
1imf)en!9e weight of flte thiff had sustaltted, 

llie Spaniards now rested aH. their hopes of^ 
the defeat of lord Howe, who had been sent out 
whh a fleet for the relief of Gibraltar: but va- 
|ifA« cawses prercnted the designed engage* 
Wvciit J and the British commander, after exe- 
cuting his commission, sailed back to Etigtand. 

The sad catastrophe of their armada j. j^ 
before Gibraltar, the repeated frcrstra- '^ 
ihn of ail tlveir designs upon Jamaica, ' ' 
«Hid the rery embarrassed state of their ifnances, 
liHlgced tl)e Spaniards tp put a termination to so 
J'wg, p^jpcnrite, piy\ smigultjaiy a War, Ac- 

G g 9 CQldiPgi/t 
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assUtXDce ; taC ^mm vew %tif ^mtMi 4* 
bringing off the ncB, atiCWM demiod kiipoin* 
ble fo vecDove llie bttloriiig «bi^ and riie d«i»* 
ger from those vessels «p|^rod AO last drwM 
'than the lire iraii the fNTiiiMi. 

At this inportint }\)»Q!(an^ OfrtM Ctiitii 
drew up his gun-boats in ««ch A OMmorrasto 
flank the Uoe of batienii^ thipif wUAirare now 
completely overwhelmed by in ccus e it tonenti 
of fire. This aoexpected at^ek wvevght vp ibe 
scene to the bigihest poi«t «f fiabroityi ibr tht 
Spanish boats were oanpeUad to retiva^ wk \% 
leave ihdr wrelched frlcods tsi^cmA Ip the ik* 
vouriag flutnes, or to the marqr t£ m irritatei 
enemy. 

It was supposed that nodiing ^qmU hare ex» 
ceeded the horrors of the osgbt i but Ibe brfsak 
of day disclosed 9 fcejie «tiH mora drtfidfal. 
Numbers of men were seen in the midst of the 
flames^ wringing their harfdf aad ieapkriiig suc- 
cour 'y others fluting npoA pieces of tto^r, were 
exposed to an equal, though less shoekiaf. fata 1 
and even those in the ships, where the fire had ai 
yet made little progress, expreasad by their 
looks and gestures^ all the horrors of cei^naed 
despaiff 

This was a gloriouf opportonity for the cxcr** 
(ion c^' British humanity r ai^d gaich eicefttODS 
were soon made by the marine brigade, and thak 
intrepid coi^mander, as have eoaferred knmortsl 
honour on their names and oatioa. Upon thf 
first appearance of the general distnest* the finitf 
from the garrison and gun-boats ceased; and 
the marine brigade (tbougli exposed to the Oiost 
imminent peril from tfae blowing up of the ships» 
as the lire reache4 il^tir iDagaiinea^ afld inoi the 

continual 
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' CDfitinual dfschfir^ of ftrtillcff , t» the gvm oDi 
every »de became heated) na^hed cm Inrard the 

-^ iKirntng reflsels, and dragged the distracted suf* 

« ferenootofthemfdalcftbeftimes. Intheseex- 

. traordtfiarjr eflfbrts^ ^apttfln C^nrtis was peculiarly 
tf stioguished > and hi* life wa$ repeatealy in ex- 

- tf?(iie danger. Providence, however, stniled on 
Ikis btmtane infenttons, and he had the matchless 
tatisfaction ef (laving aboQt four hundred indivi- 
duals from impending destruction. Gneat num* 

• tiers^ howe\'er, perished ; tx\6, \i is supposed," ac- 
rording to ihc most moderate computation, that 

' the Spanittrds kwt upwards of fifteen hundred 
snen, inchicfmg the prisoners and woundcd> in the 
iKivai attack. The loss sustained under the pro- 
digious 6re thrown upon the isthmus, during the 
whole time />f attack, cannot be ascertained. 

On the side of the garrison the loss was mucif 
less than could have been supposed ; and was 
chiefly confined to the corps of artillerjr, and to 
Ibe marine brigftde. Nor was the injury done 
ff> the works, sufficient to give any future ap* 
wf^relientiot), or to hnW any proportioO with tne 
1«mf)en9e weight of flfc thiff bad sustaitted, 

Tlie Spaniards now rested aH. their hopes OQ 
the defeat of lord Howe, who had been sent out 
whh a fleet for the refief of Gibraltar: but va- 
l^« cawses prevented the designed engage- 
irveiit J and the British commander, after exe- 
-ifttiing his commiffiioft, sailed back to England. 

Thie sad catastrophe of their armada ^ ^v 
before Gibraltar, the repeated firostra- \i^ 
l!on of all ilveir desigm upon Jamruca, *'^**' 
mid the very emtyarrassed state of their fitiancev, 
induced tlie Spaniards to put a termination t6 ao 
?ong, p^pcnritci ^d sangujuaiy 3 war, Ac- 

Gg3 cQidingly, 
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cordiagly, oq- the cession of Minorca, and of 
East and West Fk>rida by his Britaonic majesty; : 
3; definitive treaty of peace wsls concluded, tic* 
tween the courts of Madrid and St. Jaiiies*s, go 
the 3d of September. Other treaties toeing ooo* 
eluded, about the same time, between the various 
contending powers, happily jput an end Co the ca* 
lamities of war, both in the Old and New Woiid. 
J. T> No sooner had Europe be^ cheered 
1784 ^^ ^^^ proclamation of a general peace^ 
' ' than the court of Madrid resolved to 
undertake a fresh expedition against the Algpr 
rineSj whose hostile exertions, both in the Oceaa 
and the Mediterranean, had exceeded every 
thing that had been known since, the time of the 
Barbarossas. Accordingly a combined 0eet 
of Spanish, Maltese, Portuguese, and Neapoli* 
tan vessels sailed to Algiers, in the month of 
July^ and commenced an attack, by whi4:h 
several boats were destroyed and the town was 
set on fire in several places. But the Algeriues 
fought with such irresistible fury, and their 
coast was covered with such powerful artillery, 
that it was deemed advisable to abandon the en- 
terprise. 

In the ensuing summer, the king curtailed 
the powers of the inquisition, and decreed 
that all the future proceedings of that tribunal 
should be pi^Ucly conducted. He also pro- 
hibited the celebration of bull-feasts, ej^cept^ 
ing o^ly upon occasions where the profits 
arising from them were assigned to some cba* 
ritable, benevolent, or patriotic purpose. These 
regulatipns were soon followed by others of 
greater importance; and the court, the no- 
biiity^ and all the higher classes, of the nation, 

• seemed 



SPAIN; 343 

t^eitiod to be inspired, at the sntne time, with 
the spirit of prpnuning a general reform^ of 
eradicating ancient prejudices^ and of enlight«> 
cning the minds of the people, inquiries into 
the history and antiquities of the country met 
a liberal 'encouragement > sumptuous editions 
of the roost valuable classics were .published 
under the royal patronage > numerous public 
schools were instituted for the tuition of youth ; 
societies were formed iq every - part of the king* 
doin for the establishment q£ arts^ sciences, and 
manufactures 3 and a truly patriotic sptrtt be* 
gan to appear in the projection of several pub- 
lic works and designs of the greatest perma- 
nency and national utility. About the same 
time, the king successfully resumed his favo- 
rite project ot peopling and cultivating the 
Sierra Morena > caused sortie accurate charts to 
be drawn for the use of his marine } established 
a new East India company, under the name of 
the " Royal Philippine ^'* and made some im- 
portant improvements in the administration oC 
the colonial government. 

The internxarriages which took place, ^ p^ 
in the Easter season, between the in^nt ^1^ 
Don Gabriel of Spain, and the infanta ' 
Dcnna Mariana Victoria of Portugal, on one side ; 
ana between the infant Don Juan of Portugal, and 
the inianta I)onna Gharlotta, eldest daughter of 
the prince of Asturias, on the other \ not only 
obviated the jeaiousies which had Jong. prevailed 
between these courts, but also occasioned a treaty 
of alliance betweea France aqd Portugal, which 
constituted a complete union between the latter 
imd the hoatc ol fiourboo,. 

The 
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The longevity of Ontlitial de SMh, MfaW* 
shop of Seville, Who died about Mb Umtti 
Vfoaid have rendered faim an object of hiitonaA 
attention, eren if the goodneas cjf Us Iwait and 
the cxcelleDcj. of his life had oot pardcuhnif 
entitled him to that distiocdoB. Thia ocle» 
bi ated character^ who arriTed to th^ jMtriarcbal 
age of one hundred and ten yeans laMKMit ^ 
]oss of any faculty, seemed to be i^ natural 
as well as the 8)nrttual father of the |Mopla com* 
mitted to his care, and he experiencad a ssreet 
remuneration of bis labours, in their voreiaiit 
and afiectionate gratitude. Wlieu asked, by 
his intimate friends, what methods be bad ta\sok 
to prolong life to so extraordinary a period, ha 
i>bi>erved, that he liad led a sober and studious 
but not a sedentary life j that bis diet, though 
delicate, was sparing; and thaf be eaordsrd 
(nmself every day, either in riding or walking. 
^' So far/* said the amiable jprdate, '^ { kk^ 
pare for the body > and as to the tnind, I strare 
(0 preserve it in due temper by ^ scrapuloea 
pbqdience to the Divipe injunctions, and ke^ag 
a cqnsjcience void of otfence toward God ftod 
'^nan. By these easy and innocent means t 
|)ave amycd at the age of a patriattdb, with 
less injury to my oopstitfition tbsm many <^* 
perience at forty. I anj now, Uke ripe com^ 
ready ffir the skkie of Death^ and, by tbe 
percy of my Redeemer, J ^aye strong hopes 
of being translated into hia granary.** The 
king was much a&cled at the death of this 
vcorthy personage, and was heat^ to eftdaim, 
^* ^W^uld to b^yep he bad appoipted a mn^ 
eessor j for the p^p^ «f SevRle bava baen 
p> long used tQ h^ YtrtUO^ tlK^t ^ey will bq 
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liiMjDnteiited -w'fth tbe best prelate t can send 
mcrn. 

.' Clntiev IV. * axtndtd the tlironc .of ^ p 
Spain, on the •demise of hU father, and j^oq* 
tnsde hh public entry into Madrid, on '^* 
the 2^h September, m\h tbe vtnioa^ P^n^P ^^ 
■oleiiuiity. l>w streets Ihroiigh which the pro- 
oniiiwi parsed \?«rs litmd with troops^ and all ^e 
iioiKei wens bandsomelj decorated and iiltinri* 
■Bled. Oa tbtEi 22d their tnajeatieft and th« 
fpnf bI famiiv w«nt tn tlie chordi of St. Jerome^ 
adioiniog tHe 6ld p^aee of Buen Rettro^ wliere 
fUmf took their seats on a tbrovie to tlie right of 
the alnr, aod recdred tbe cuitomarjr oaths ef 
flOeglaQce. They then sat dowti to dintier at 
tlK Buen RetirGb >ind late ift the eventng returned 
to the palace. 

The government of Spain testified great 
aoeasixK^M at the Freneh revoltttion, and watch- 
€i narrowly those who attemiYted to defend 
itt prmciplei; ior, though the sctopulons ad« 
berenoe <ff the Spafiiards to the Bo>mifth tetieia 
aeemcd to preclude' the idea of their imxtoting 
a people who had tecently expressed the niost 
con>p1et« contefnpt for tbe tfbvcreign pontiff, 
there were many persons who hekl that politics 
and religion were two diflFerent things, and 
that liberty might be asiierted without Tiolating 
the respect due to St. Peter*^ successor, and with- 
ant separating from hri cortinivinion. Alanpcd 
at the diffusion of these sentiments, the Spanish 
court prohibited the circulation of all news* 

' ThitprineewatbomonthelJ^ff Naftpibcr,174a« 
iii4 iiiarncd'totxMiiti MsiriaTherefa« princess of Parmsy 
ea the 4th of 3cptciqber, 1765. 
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papers, and political pamphlets from Ffanoe* 
and at the same time stationed troops on the 
frontiers, with order to stop every stranger whose 
character lay under any saspicion. 
. 1^ In coosequence of a dispute relative 
1700 ^^ ^^® sovereignty of Nootka Soaod; 

' ^' his catholic majesty resolved to take up 
arms against Great Britain, and such fonni* 
dable pieparations were made in the diflfermt 
parts of his kingdom, that his navy was speedSy 
augmented to. seventy ships of the line, besides 
frigates and vessels of other descriptioos. Bol 
the naval force of England was still so greadj 
superior, and the preparations of that countiy 
were made on so much larger a scale, that the 
court of Madrid suddenly changed their inteiH 
tions, and consented to give the satisfactioa do* 
manded by Great Britain. Accordingly a dcdbk* 
ration to this purpose was published on the 
24th July, and on the 28th of October foUowiiig 
a convention between the king of Spain and 
bis Britannic majesty was signed at theEscunal. 
A T\ The beginning of. ibis year was mark* 
.^ ' ed by the sudden dismission of count 

^^ ' Florida Blanca from the office of prioi^ 
minister* The reasons for this jneasure weie 
not assigned^ but it was probably adopted to ap-> 
pease the public murmurs at ^ome late proceed* 
ings, and partiqularly against the edict oofr' 
cerning strangers, which certainly contributed 
to impose heavy fetters -on the commerce ol the 
nation. The. place of this ' statesman was Iso* 
mediately filled by count d'Arahda, who abo* 
lished a kind of civil inquisition called the 
itiperintendant tribunal of police; and niade 

socuc 



SPiiN, B47 

joroe libera) concessions to the people in order 
Id establish more firmly the throne of his rojal 
employer. His influence^ however, proved of 
•bort dorationy and he was spon removal to ooake 
room for the duke de Alcodia. 

The irregular proceedings of the French, * j^ 
the indecent reception of the interference i^qq' 
of the court of Madrid in favour of Louis '^ 
XVI. and the subsequent execution of that un« 

^ Ibrtunate monarch, induced his catholic majesty 
to delare war against France on the 23d of 

, March > and the first actions wbich took place 
between the Spanish and republictin forces were 
jlecidedly in favour of the former; for General 
Don Recardos, who comnianded in Catalonia, 
forceii the town of Goret, which was defended 

. .by three thousand men/ and put the enemy to 
dight with the loss of all their artillery ; the troops 
under Don Ventura Caro destroyed the encamp- 
ment of BiriatUy and drove the French fron) the 
fort of AiMiaya ; the fortress of Bellegarde was 
«l5K> taken pn the 22d or June, and on the 22d 
of September, general Kicardcs obtained a deci- 
sive victory over the French in the vicinage of 

. Truillas. 

But the ensuing campaign proved altogether 
nnfavoiirable and unpropitioqs. The French 
army took I he field early in the month of Febru- 
ary, and made such vigorous exertions to re- 
t/icve ^he credit of their countrymen, that the 
•.Spaniards were not only compelled to abandon 
St. Jean de Luz, Cerat, and the town of Boolon, 
but a complete victory . was gained over them 
near CoUisaxe, when besides those that fell in 
battle, seven thousand men laid down thetr 
arms, and all the baggage and artillery fell into 
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the tBesiy*i baods^ Aboui Uie iodiq time Ibe 
sftTQBg to^FB 6C Aellegar^e vas wrcstnI'dMf 
Spain, aj^rsbiave bin iiiBfttccetafid dfon ivi 
iu pieaKPVAlkMi, ao4 ttpvsiMl& oi mm. Hwnanit- 
troops were made pnaoBers. 

The repeated failitret of iheSpani^ fflBMn i n * 
dcrs in tbrk attacks on. Ihe Ftendhi^ Mncod. 
theo^ to coUect a iof «& wfaick onigbl aAidk better 
hopes efsaecaas;. Tkk prafaci was aocordiaji^ 
raduccd tat cxecotiaa* aad they adwaMooi :igmmt 
DugaflMDiai^ theix most Sarraidabkr anflatf ^ I0 
the neigtitoiirbood of Spaailfes^ Boi thoB|^ 
the contest vrm scqpported with equal foc^tidb 
aad obst'maey, th» sAsaUants wero repulsed uk 
pcodigieus. los8 and slangMcr' Dugaawuer^ b«i^ 
ever, wafrslaio^ by a'Canaca baiil^ m the aery^ ma-^ 
ment of victory. 

£&a6peaated aib these cainimal detcali, iha 
Spanisb o&rers resolved to coacentcaie ^adc. 
whole fisrce ia a position strong by itdtiune, and- 
jfiendered stiii nard secure by ai chaiK o£ ea* 
tranchiaentft aod batteries, which, weiie defended 
by an anay oi ibrty thousand men. The et)e*< 
my, however^ advaaeed boldly tov these stapeo^- 
dous works, and, after aa action of aboitt tfiaoc 
boursi, peoelaaittd tbafiii in every quarter. The 
Spamaids^ certainly per^bnBwsd pnodigies of vd» 
lour upon thia ocGastQn» but thair ttttu&>8t omt* 
tioostweisa tasufficienl ta reptA the fury of their 
assaSaaai^ and after a raosc simgainairy oondicf. 
diey wece coiapl^ely defoated and put to flight. 
Tbis^ oaisfoitUDe was imoiediately fdlowed bjr 
the redufitioa. of Saint Fernando- de Figures, & 
place: of extraordinary stvengtb^ garriMned hf 
nw^y teft tboMSatid aoea^ tad containing mi-* 

liiai^ 



litary stores and other articles of immense 
value. 

Elated by these brilliant successes, the French 
inarched forward with such alacrity that all re- 
sistance fell before them, and they soon became 
nsasters of several important towns which opened 
the way into those parts the^ were chiefly de- . 
sirous of attacking^. 

Nor were these calamities confined to the 
eastera frontiers of Spain. Vigorous exertions 
had been made aeainst the invaders at Saint 
Jean de Liiz, bv the Spaniards -, but general de 
U Fordesooa defeated them, with the loss of 
their bagg^ej, military stores and provisions : 
and a body ^ fifteen thousand Spanish troops 
was* soon after, dislodged from an . important 
post on a noouotaku which had hitherto mate* 
riaUj obstructed the designs of the enemy. 
This uofortunaibe action, in which the Spaniards 
lost two hundred pieces of cannon, and tents 
ibr twenty thousand men, besides a prodigious 
number of troops, that were either killed or 
iQadc prisoners, emboldened the French to 
march munediately against Fonjtarabia, and ia 
the space of ibur days they made themselves 
W^iLois of that places Jt9scidkct with Port Am-- 
«age and JSt S^jt^istian, ju which they took 
a^.'tut three tfaq|Mi>d prisoners, besides the pro* 
diglDiM stcm^mam which those towns were fur- 
nished, it is, however, oecessarv to observe^ 
that these rapid conquests resulted,, iji a great 
m^ure, from a very general change of poli- 
tical opinions among the Spaniards. 

Diaasters so repeated and ««uisaal, fillip tha 
court of MadodwitbineapEcssiUc aiuuety. and 

Vo*.XV. Hfi the 
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the desertion of a corps of the king's Walloon 
guards, confitmed them in the distressing idea 
that the growing calamities were occasioned by 
disaftcction. In this critical xituation some ad- 
\hfi\ a negotiation for peace, as the onlj possibJe 
n'O'Ut of subjugating those pcmicions priDcipie$ 
which bad been imported from France; and 
others suggested the idea of raising the people in 
a mass ; but those who recommended the latter 
expedient soon found it utterly imprf?cffcable, 
and the attempts which were made to disseminate 
among the commonalty a spirit of universal 
resistance, were ail frustrated in the most 
vexatious miinner. Nobles, ecclesiastics, place- 
men, and opulent adherents to government, were 
now called upon to assist the cause of their 
country; a ^d these readily made such donations' 
as the exi^^ence of the state required. But 
not \vi I hstandi ng ti.ese exertions, the enemy con- 
ti^ipfd to extend their conquests, and the despon- 
dency of ti.e people soon became so apparent, 
tliat the court was clearly convinced that unless 
a sj>eedy peace were concluded, the whole king- 
dom must be eventually reduced. Accordingly^ 
after making every etFort which art or prudence 
could suggest, the king detached himself from 
the confederacy, which had hitherto been attended 

. y. with such ill success 3 and intimated his re- 
. ' - ' solution of putting an immediate termina- 

'^ * tion to the war. This conduct gave the 
greatest pleasure to the generality of the nation j 
France was delighted with so great a diminution 
of the coalition, and a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded in the month of July, at Basle, by which 
bis catholic majtavy ceAsd ^11 his ^art of Hispa- 
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tiiola, in the Wcst-Imlici, and the Convention 
dgrced to restore all their recent conquestK in 
Spain, li was also agreed that Spain should re- 
cognize the French and Batavian republics^ and 
thnt France Hhould admit (he interposition ot 
Spain on behalf of Naples, Parma, Sardinia, 
and Portugal. 

Towards the close of the ensuing year, Sp^n 
was drawn into an alliance with the French re- 
pubJiCf and persuaded to declare war against 
Great Britain. Accordingly great naval pre- 
parations were made in all the Spanish ports; 
and in the summer of 1797, a fleet, consisting of 
six ships of one hundred and twelve gunn, one of 
one hundred and thirty-six, two of eighty-four« 
and eighteen of seventy -four guns, w^s appohitcd 
to form a junction with the French fleet at Brest; 
and, after being reinforccci by a numerous squa- 
dron of Dutch vessels, they were to put to sea 
all together, in order to execute their designs 
upon the British dominions. But before thp 
intended junction could be effected, the Spanish 
fleet was met by admiral Jervis, near cape St* 
Vincent, and an engagement ensued which, not«* 
withstanding its prodigious inequality, terminated 
in the capture of four vessels and the loss of a 
considerable number of men. A part of the fleet, 
which had been dexterously separated from its 
main body bv the British admiral, rejoined it with 
four other ships to ward the close of the action, but 
'the commanders were unwilling to engage; and 
af^er a distant and ineflectual flre, they permitred 
the enemy to sail leisurely away with their priases. 

The news of this transaction (occasioned loud 
complaints at Madrid, and the generality of the 
nation began to complain that their country- 

H h 2 tw«v 
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men were impresseti into a service for which they 
were totally unqualified, and against a nation 
with whom they had no reasonable ground of 
quarrel. However^ these murmurs were fenced 
by the well-timed remonstrances of the ministry^ 
diough the majority bore with secret indigoatfon 
an ignominious yoke, which had been imposeA 
upon tliem by their dismayed and irresolute 
governors. 

J. jy No sooner had the ranqiushed fleet 
1707* i^tired to Cadiz than it was followed 
*^^' ' thither by the victors, wbo blocked k 
tip 50 completely, that not one of the Spanish 
Bhips in tliat capacious harbour durst venture 
out beyond the batteries which had been erected 
fer their defence. Emboldened by this drcum- 
fetance, and eager to achieve soineiUag of im^ 
portance, the British admiral nttblved to at- 
tempt a bombardment of the city of Cadi2> 
iind commodore Nelson conducted this hazard- 
ous enterprise with extraordinary Sfdrit and 
dexterity, fiut owing to the bad condition of 
the mortar-piece employed on this occasion, 
the project was partly frustrated. The conflict, 
however, was extremely obstinate, and both sides 
behaved with becoming intrepidity. Don Mi- 
guel Tyrasortr, tiie commanding officer of the 
Spaniards, attacked the commodore with asto- 
nishing resolution, and positively refused to yield 
till eighteen of his men were killed, and the re- 
maining nine with himself were desperately 
wounded. A second bombardment was amend- 
ed with greater effect, insomuch, that ten of 
the largest men of war were obliged to quit 
their stations, aud the inhabitants of the town 
bt<^n to provide for iVvdt ST^XtX^Xi^ ^'^t^n^iuue 
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flight. But the third attempt was prevented 
by a strong wind which blew directly out of the 
harbour, and obstructed the approach of the 
enemy's shipping: and a subsequent attack on 
the town of Santa Cruz, in the bland of Te- 
nerlffe, proved extremely unfortunate to the 
assailants. 

In consequence of a convention between ^ ^ 
his Britannic miyesty and the emperor of .1^ 
Russia, the latter Glared war against J^* 
Spain, on the twtnty-sixth of July, $Xii bis ca^ 
tholic majesty published an answer in very tptritei 
language; but no exertions of in^>ortance seem to 
have beien made by ^ther of the nations. Aboqt 
Ihis time Don Joseph de Bbligni> the SpaniA 
charge d*afiaire8 at (CoqiiUintinople, received aa 
order lo quit the dominions of the Sublime ]Porto 
within fourteen days. 

On the fifth of October a British tLukf j., j^, 
from the Mediterranean, consistU^; ^ ^Iam^ 
twenfy-twosail of the line, twenty-seven ^^ 
frigates, and ten smaller armed vessds, wMi 
eighty-four transports, appeared off Cadis, whtte 
' an epidemic distemper then raged with great vif- 
lence. The governor, Don Thomas de Morla, 
immediately sent a letter to the English admiral^ 
in which he pathetically described the distress d 
the inhabitants, land intimated an expectation 
that so humane an enemy as the EnglMi would 
not attempt to increase the pul^ic eonsteination 
by making an attack upon the town. To this 
letter lord Keith replied, that as the ships in that 
port were to be employed in augmenting the na- 
val force of the French republic, and, conse- 
quently, of prolonging the calamities of Europe, 
aa attack was only to be averted b^ tbi& ^^osx^s^s^sbk. 
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of those vessels. As this message was receivei' 
with the utmost indignation, Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby^ the British general, began to make ar- 
rangfcments for a descent : but, on consideration 
of the strength of the fortiflcdtlons and the ex- 
treme danger of infection, this design was laid 
aside. 

j^ Y) ^o *^^ spring of this year, the court 
I8O1' ^^^^^^^^> in obedience to the command 
* of tlieir new allies, declared war against 
Portugal ; and formidable preparations were 
made on the part of each nation : yet it was suffi- 
ciently obvious that both were averse to hostile 
measures. However, it was absolutely necessary 
that some exertions should be made to satisfy the 
French republic. Accordingly a Spanish arroy^ 
consisting of near forty thousand men, entered 
-AlenCgo from different points, and, in a short 
campaign, , reduced all the ' impoitant fortresses 
and magazines in that province : but his catholic 
iqajetty embraced the earliest opportunity of ter-* 
xninatiDg this unpleasant businesic/'aad a pacifica- 
tion was signed' with Portugal two days before 
the signing of the preHminaties of peace between 
France and Great Britaia. 
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